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In seeking out Materials for a work of this kind, embracing 
a period of nearly two centuries, it must be obvious to the 
reader, that it has been attended with much difficulty, as 
valuable Eecords have been lost, which would have greatly 
aided and facilitated the publication. 

Tradition has been the source, from whence much infor- 
mation has been derived, of a highly interesting and amusing 
character, and which could not, possibly, have been obtained 
from authentic records. 

We have, however, under every discouragement, labored to 
present a variety of subjects of the deepest interest, from 
the Settlement of the Island, to the breaking out of the 
American Revolution ; at which period we have shewn, that 
Newport had attained to a high degree of celebrity, and stood 
unrivalled by any City or Town in the Colonies. 

We have, also, brought down events until within a few 
years, in order to give the reader the opportunity of enjoying 

all the advantage which was to be gathered from the reminis- 
censes of the past. 

To the Antiquarian, this work will be highly interesting, as 
it will be found to contain much valuable information ; and 
prove extremely amusing to every class of readers, from the 
variety of subjects which it contains. 



VI PREFACE. 

ThiB work being published by subscription, we have added 
a list of those subscribing, whose names were transmitted to us 
prior to its going to press, since which numerous others have 
been handed to the Agents, but not as yet transmitted to us, 
which precludes their appearing with the rest 

As we have among our Subscribers many celebrated names, 
either in connection with Ehode Island, or from other causes, 
we have, in order to add to the interest of the work, given a 
fac-simile of their respective signatures. 

The Author's acknowledgments are due to the many friends 

who have aided him in the progress of the work, and more 

particularly to DAVm Melville, Esq., and B. B. Howlani), 

Esq. ; also for information gleaned frt>m the Notes of the late 

Hehrt Bull, Esq., and Boss's '< Historical Discourse" ; also to 

many other gentlemen, who have taken a lively interest in 
enterprise. 

Newport, B. 1, 1853. 
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HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND. 
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THB ISLAND OF AQUBDNECE, NOW RHODB ISLAND, 



" Mj lovely island home, 
I love thy sea-girt shore, 
Thy rocks and sanny hills, 
And foaming billows' roar. 

The harvest proudly waves, 

And gently fan each breeze, 
The sweet birds hover ronnd the spot, 

And warble in the trees. 

To thee my memory tarns, 

In sorrow and in care : 
My native island home, 

I love to linger there. 

^ My home o'er the dark-blue sea. 

Thy eharms shall near depart ; 
Bat linger ronnd my memory, 
And twine about my heart." 

The Island of Aquedneck, now Rhode Island, from whence 
^w State derives its name, was so called from the celebrated 
We of Rhodes, in the Mediterranean Sea. It is fifteen miles in 
l^Dgth, and about three miles and a half in width. Its bay, or 
*^rW, is universally acknowledged to be one of the finest in 
"ie World, being easy of access at all seasons of the year. A 
J^wmber of small islands lie near, covered with the richest ver- 
^we; viz.: — Goat Island, directly opposite the town, which 
wm formerly garrisoned, but is at present in a dismantled and 
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dilapidated state. The first fort erected on this island, was 
built by the proceeds of the tenth, or King's part of the priva- 
teers captured by him. Kose Island, once fortified, but now in 
ruins. Gannonicut, lying west, on which is Fort Dumpling, 
erected under the administration of the elder Adams, but never 
occupied as a fortress ; with Prudence and Gould Island, at 
the north, present a pleasing and highly picturesque scenery. 

On the southern extremity, it is bojunded by the broad At- 
lantic, whose heaving billows, so grand and imposing, are every 
way suited to convey a just impression of the power and majesty 
of that Divine Being, who " directs the whirlwind and the 
storm." 

At its northern extremity stands out, in bold relief, Hog 
Island, with Mount Haup in the distance, once the residence 
of Philip, the King of the Wanpanouages. 

On the north-east, a stone bridge, one-quarter of a mile long, 
connects the island with the main. At this point also, the 
scenery is pleasing and attractive. The climate is salubrious, 
and its soil rich and fertile ; producing every variety to be found 
in northern latitudes. The island was once covered with a 
heavy growth of timber, at the period when the Indian was its 
lawful proprietor, and the sound of the war-whoop rung 
from out the forest, and reverberated through the vallies, and 
his bow and arrows supplied him with deer and fowl, which 
were then abundant Such is a faint sketch of this island, of 
which Mr. Neal justly observes, p. 595, that it is deservedly 
esteemed the Paradise of New England. 

" Dear Isle of my birth, iweeteet gem of tbe sea, 
Now Slimmer rarisits ihj shore ; 
H7 heart's best affeotion, tons fondly to thee, 
Oh, when shall I greet thee once more I" 



THE SETTLEMENT OF THE ISLAND. 

We are now approaching a subject of deep and vital interest 
to the inhabitants of the island. When our forefathers fled the 
fatherland, for the sake of enjoying liberty of conscience, and 
to worship Gk>d in more scriptural simplicity, — ^this was the 
motive whioh prompted them to forego the pleasures of kindred 
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and home, and cross the AtlantiCi and here, in this western 
world, erect temples to the worship of Almighty trod. And, 
to the honor of the first settlers of this island, be it said, that 
Hiey possessed, in a much higher degree, the principles of civil 
and religions liberty, than were to be found in any other portion 
of New England. They had felt the strong arm of oppression 
in their native land, and had no wish or desire to see it per- 
petuated in their new home, which, alas, was too painfully 
witnessed in many portions of the colonies. There was a 
consistency in their belief and practice, and to this day there is 
to be found on the island more of a truly BepubHcan spirit 
than exists in other sections of New England. It is to be attri- 
buted to the impress left by the original settlers of the island, 
that this mark of distinction still exists. We shall have occa- 
rion, as we advance in our work, to draw a contrast between 
Clarke and Goddington with the settlers of other sections ; shew- 
ing their great superiority, and the extent of their knowledge 
in framing laws for the regulation of the settlement We shall 
labor to avoid falling into a deep-rooted prejudice, and present 
the truth in aU its bearings, so far as the materials furnished 
for a history will permit It cannot, however, be disguised, 
that full justice has never been awarded to these noble patriots, 
whose devotion in the sacred cause of civil and religious free- 
dom, has never been surpassed. 

The decline of commerce on the island, owing in a great 
measure to the calamities growing out of thp American revolu- 
tion, has thrown the ancient metropolis quite into the shade. 
None has had the moral courage, and the patient industry, to 
present her claims to the world as they justly deserve ; and 
her history has consequently been almost lost. We could 
have wished that the task had devolved on some one better 
qualified, and whose pecuniary means would have placed them 
in a situation, to have done ample justice to the subject But, 
as no one has stepped forth, to rescue the events of the past 
from oblivion, we have been constrained, from the strong attach- 
laent which we hold to the place of our birth, to furnish the 
woiid with such evidence of the past history of Newport, as is 
to be obtained from records, and from tradition, which, we 
flitter ourselves, will be both pleasing and acceptable to our 

TMdera. ' 
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We find on the 7th day of March, 1637, the names of 
eighteen men, who had taken up their residence on Aquedneck, 
now Rhode Island, viz. : 

William Coddington, Thomas Savage, 

John Clarke, William Dyre, 

William Hutchinson, William Freebome, 

John Coggeshall, Philip Shearman, 

William Aspinwall, John Walker, 

Samuel Wilbour, Eichard Carder, 

John Porter, William Baulston, 

John Sanford, Edward Hutchinson, 

Edward Hutchinson, jun. Heniy Bull, 

Eandall Houldon. 
This last person, Eandall Houldon, we presume, soon left, as 
we find his name not mentioned in the records, as being one of 
the first proprietors of the island. These names were, however, 
taken from a fac-simile in the author's possession. 

The first settlement on the island, was commenced at its 
northern extremity, where a town was regularly laid out, and 
first named Pocasset, subsequently Portsmouth. It is that 
part of the island known as New-Town. But so rapid was the 
increase of the Colony, during the following summer, that it 
was deemed advisable for their mutual prosperity, to commence 
a settlement on some other part of the island. Accordingly, in 
the following spring, Mr. Clarke, with several others, removed 
to the south part of the island, and commenced a settlement in 
or about what is now called Tanner-street, formerly New-Town, 
to which they gave the name of Newport. The island itself, 
subsequently, by order of the General Court, was called the 
Isle of Ehodes, or Ehode Island, in memory, as before remarked, 
of that celebrated isle of the Mediterranean Sea. Both towns 
were united under the same simple patriarchal form of govern- 
ment, of which Mr. William Coddington was chosen magistrate, 
or judge. A few months subsequently they chose Mr. John 
Coggeshall, Nicholas Easton, and William Brenton, to act as 
his assistants. Mr. Coggeshall was descende^d from an ancient 
and respectable family in England. He came to this country 
with Mr. Coddington, in 1630, and was admitted a freeman of 
the town of Boston in 1632. He was a member of the first 
Board of Selectmen, of Bo!)ton, and represented the town in 
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General Court in 1634-5-6, and the spring seseion of 1637, but 
was disfranchised for conscience toward Ood, that same year. 
His disfranchisement, with others, created great discontent 
among his friends, which led to their removal, and finally to the 
settlement of the island. Mr. Coggeshall enjoyed the confi- 
dence of the colony of Khode Island, and at the time of his 
death, which occurred in 1647, he was President of the Colony. 
He lies in the Coggeshall burial place, a little south of Newport 
The following is the inscription on his tombstone : 

Hera lieth the Body of 

JOHN COGOESHALL, Skn., Eso., 

Who died, the Fiwt Fbbsidknt of the CoIodj, the 27th of Norember, 1647, 

Aged about 56 yean. 

His descendants are still numerous on the island ; and many 
of them are among our most respectable citizens. He was a 
man of a large estate, known as Coggeshall Neck. 

Mr. Coddington came to this country with Governor Hutch- 
inson, having been appointed in 1629, by the British govern- 
ment, one of the Assistants of the Massachusetts colony. He 
engaged in mercantile business in Boston, and built the first 
irick bouse in that town. But, notwithstanding all the facilities 
he there enjoyed of promoting his own temporal prosperity, 
yet he chose to relinquish all of them, for the sake of religious 
fireedom. Accordingly, in 1638, with the beloved Clarke, and 
azteen others, he left the colony of Massachusetts, and com- 
menced the settlement of Ehode Island ; and was, by his com- 
panions in tribulation, unanimously elected chief magistrate, or 
Judge of the colony, which office he held until the island was 
incorporated with Prudence and Warwick. In 1651, he was 
appointed by the supreme authority of England, Governor of 
&e island, pursuant to a power reserved in the patent, by which 
tlie island became again separated from the Providence Planta- 
tion, which we shall have occasion to speak of more fully. But 
the people, jealous of Ifheir rights, and fearful that their freedom 
might be endangered, dispatched Mr. Williams and Mr. Clarke 
to England, to have it revoked. On receiving due notice from 
England, Mr. Coddington surrendered up his commission, and 
retired into private life, when the island again became united 
inth the Plantation. Mr. Coddington was again elected 
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Governor of the colony in 1674-75, and 1678, in which year be 
died, aged 78 years. He is said to have been a man of pro* 
found learning, and assisted in framing the body of laws, which 
has been the basis of our Constitution and government ever 
since. 

Governor Coddington was interred in the family burial place, 
which, at his death, he gave the Society of Friends in Farewell- 
street, just south of the North Baptist meetinghouse. The 
freemen of Newport, in town meeting, August 30th, 1836, ap- 
pointed a committee to repair the monument at the head of the 
grave of' this distinguished friend and advocate of civil and 
religious freedom. His likeness, which is still in good preser- 
vation, shews him to have been a most elegant and accomplished 
gentleman. 

It may be instructive to read the laws passed by our ances- 
tors, on the subject of religion. But^ every good man and lover 
of his country, blushes at the superstition, bigotry, and intoler- 
ance, with which they were too often tainted. Need we refer 
to history ? Let us look for a moment to the pilgrim fathers, 
to the colony at Plymouth. Speaking of them, a judicious 
writer observes : 

" Much as we respect that noble spirit which enabled them 
to part with their native soil — by some held dearer than friends, 
relatives, or children, and by every generous bosom preferred 
even to life itself, — we must condemn the proceedings which 
ensued. In the first moment when they began to taste of 
Christian liberty themselves, they forgot that others had a right 
to the same enjoyment. Some of the colonists, who had not 
emigrated through motives of religion, retaining a high venera- 
tion for the ritual of the English churg^, refused to join the 
colonial state establishment, and assembled separately to wor. 
ship. But their objections were not suffered to pass unnoticed, 
nor unpunished. Endicott called before him the two principal 
offenders, and though they were men of respectability, and 
amongst the number of original patentees, he expelled them 
from the colony, and sent them home in the first ship returning 
to England. Had this inquisitorial usurpation been no further 
exercised, some apology, or at least palliation, might be framed. 
More interesting and painful consequences, however, not long 
afterwards, resulted. The very men who had countenanced 
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this violation of Christian duties, lived to see their descendants 
excluded from church communion ; to behold then* grand- 
duldren, the smiling infants at the breast, denied the sacred 
r^ht of baptism !'»••• 

Coddington, an eminent merchant of Boston, was banished, 
fi)r holding what they conceived to be erroneous sentiments, 
and for favoring the views of Mrs. Hutchinson. 

^ The first general court was held at Charlestown, on board 
the ship Arabella. A law was passed, declaring that none 
diould be admitted as freemen, or be entitled to any share in 
the government, or even to serve as jurymen, except those who 
had been received as members of the church ; by which mea- 
iurey every person whose mind was not of a particular striecture^ 
or accuientally impressed with peculiar ideas, was at once cast 
out of society, and stripped of his civic rights, 

^ In 1656, a number of Quakers, having arrived from England 
aod Barbadoes, and given offence to the clergy of the eetab- 
fiahed church, by the novelty of their religion, at that time, 
eertainly, a httle extravagant, were imprisoned, and by the first 
opportunity sent away. A law was then made, which prohib- 
ited masters of vessels from bringing any Quakers into Massa- 
ehusetts, and themselves from coming there, under a penalty, 
in case of a return from banishment, as high as death. In con- 
aeqaence of this several were hanged. Toleration was preached 
against, as a sin in rulers, that would bring down the judgment 
of heaven upon the land. Mr. Dudley died with a copy of 
Teraea in his pocket, of which the two following lines make a 
'part: 

* Let men of Ood, in court and ohnrohet wateh, 
O'er iiioh aa do a toleration hatch.' 

The Anabaptists were the next object of persecution. Many 
vere diBfiranchised, and some banished." 

American Quarterly Review, June, 1835. 

The principles which governed the early settlers of the island 
^ of Rhode Island, embraced all of every sect, whether Jew or 
Oentile. 

The last of the original purchasers and proprietors of this 
ialand, was Henry Bull, Esq., who died in 1693, aged 84 years. 
He held various public offices in the colony, from its first settle- 
meat, until a few years before his death. He was Governor of 
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the colony in 1685, after which, being at a veiy advanced age^ 
he relinquished public employment, to end his days in domestic 
peace ; but after the revolution in England, the colony charter 
having been vacated, and Ehode Island put under the grant of 
Sir Edmund Andros, who held it until the spring of 1689 ; he 
was induced again to come forward into public life, thereby 
shewing a moral courage which was wanting in others. 

The house erected by Governor Bull, in Newport, is of stone, 
and still standing on the east side of Spring-street, near the 
junction of Broad-street. It was, in 1642, used as a place of 
defense against the attacks of the Indians. 

Governor Bull lies buried in the Coddington burial place, 
where a plain and unostentatious slab, points the passing 
stranger to the spot where sleep the mouldering ashes of this 
bold and fearless patriot. His descendants are now in posses- 
sion of the patrimonial estate of their ancestor. 
^ The character of the men who have already been brought 
into view, proves them to have been actuated by the best mo- 
tives, in their attempts to found this colony. They recognized 
a superintending Providence, as will appear in the original 
charter of the American Isle of Khodes : 

" We, whose names are underwritten, do swear, solemnly, in 
the presence of the Great Jehovah, to incorporate ourselves into 
a body politic ; and He shall help us, — will submit our persons, 
lives, and estates, unto the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords ; and to all those perfect laws of 
his, given us in his most holy word of truth, to be guided and 
judged thereby. 
(" Signed,) 

William Coddington, Eichard Carder, 
John Clarke, William Baulston, 

William Dyre, Edward Hutchinson, 

William Freeborn, William Hutchinson, 

Philip Shearman, Henry Bull, 

John Walker, John Coggeshall." 

Samuel Wilbour, 
And six others, whose names have already been mentioned. 

Such were the principles, and such the sentiments, which dis- 
tinguished the men, who first planted civil and religious liberty 
in tliis western world. We shall have occasion to dwell more 
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at length on the dignity of their character, as we progrees in 
the history of the island The subject opens a wide field for 
reflection. It proves what men are capable of doing, under the 
influence of moral and christian principles. 

Their object in coming to this continent was not merely to 
acquire gain, as is too apt to be the case with all adventurers, 
but rather to establish a refuge from persecution, where each 
should have the liberty of enjoying his opinion without fear ; 
and even at this day, after a period of more than two centuries, 
there is possessed by the inhabitants of the island, more liberty 
than is enjoyed by any other portion of the State. The cause 
we shall attempt to show by and by, which will convince the 
mind of the impartial reader, that the position here assumed is 
correct 
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"Without adverting to this subject, it would look as though 
the early settlers took possession of it by conquest, without 
affording the native Indians any remuneration for their lands. 
But so far from this, they actually purchased the island, as will 
appear by the receipt given by the two Sacems : 

" 22nd November, 1639. 
^' Eeceived by me, Miantunomu, of Mr. William Coddington« 
and his friends united, twenty and three coats,* and thirteen 
hoes, to be distributed to the Indians that do inhabit the island 
of Aquedneck, in full of all promises, debts, and demands, for 
the said island, as also two-torkepes. 



^ Mian I tunoku. 



" In the conveyance on 
my book. 

Witness, 

Amempsucke, 
Wampaminaquitt^ 




Can Lii %^ nonicus.*^ 
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" A true copy of the origmal, entered, and recorded by me, 

" John Sanford, Recoidery 
[Colony Records.] 

" The 1 1th of May, 1639, Eeceived by me, Miantunomu, (as 
a gratuity,) of Mr. Coddington, and his friends united, for my 
pains and travel, in removing the natives off the island ofAqued- 
neck, ten fathoms of wampum peage, and one broad-cloth 
•oat 

" Mian | tunomtt.'^ 



" A true copy of the original, entered, and recorded by 

" John Sanford, Recorder/^ 

'' June 20th, 1639, Keceived of Mr. WiDiam Coddington, and 
of his friends united, in full satisfaction of ground broken up, 
or any other title or claim whatsoever, formerly had of the 
island of Aquedneck, the full sum of five fathoms of wampum 
peage. 

" "WoNiMENATONT, X ^^ mark,** 
"Witness, 

Wm» Cowling, 
Eichard Sawell. 



bU." ) 



^ A true copy of the original, entered, and recorded by me, 

" John Sanford, Recorder ^ 

The other seventeen joint purchasers of Aquedneck, whose 
names are mentioned, expressed their dissatisfstction that the 
Indian title to the island of Khode Island, stood in the name of 
William Coddington^ and to pacify them, he executed an 
instrument, ^ving them an equal share vrith himself Mr. 
Coddington had no selfish wish to gratify : 

" I, the said William Coddington, Esq., have no more in the 
purchase of right, than either of the purchasers or freemen 
received, or shall be received in by them, but only for my own 
proportion. 
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"In witness hereof, I have put to my hand, this 14th of 
April, 1652. 

" William Coddinoton " 
" Signed in the presence of, 

Bobert Elnight, 
George Muning." 

• 

" A true copy of the orig^al, entered, and recorded the 7th 
of April, 1673. 

" John Sanford, Recorder^ 
[Colony Records.] 

We think that great injustice has been done the aborigines of 
this country : whether our fathers viewed them as inferiors, 
and undeserving of their respect and kindness, it is self evident' 
that their conduct has been unbecoming, and every way calcu- 
lated to foster revenge in the breast of the red men of the forest. 
They are a noble race, and their conduct would often put to 
the blush civilized man, who stoops to acts of meanness which 
would not be tolerated for a moment in savage life. Their 
sufferings have been gre^t; driven from the homes of their 
fathers, and compelled to take up their abode in a strange land, 
so affected them with the deepest anguish, as to prove that 
their sympaUiies are as great, and their susceptibilities of right 
as keen as those of ours. 

To the praise of the settlers of the island, they were never 
hostile to the Indians, as were some of the colonists, which we 
' shall have occasion to notice. It should be remembered that 
they were the rightful owners of the soil, while we have usurped 
It. Never do we look on the countenance of the Indian, with- 
out reverence and respect, for they are nature^s noblemen ; but 
it has ever been with the *^ pale faces,*' agreeably with the 
sentiments of the poet Wordsworth : 

" The good old plan, — 
That thej ihoald get who have the power, 
And they should keep who ean." 

Of the original settlers of the island, we find that William 
Hutchinson died on the island. The other Hutchinson, Aspin- 
wall, and Savage, went back and got reconciled to the Massa- 



28 HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND. 

chosetis colony. In March, 1641, Carder, Houlden, and Porter 
were disfranchised. K, Houlder settled in Warwick ; from him 
have descended the numerous family of Houldens in this 
State. 

Nicholas Easton arrived in New England, with his two sons. 
May 14th, 1634. He first settled at Ipswich, and was a deputy 
to the General Court. The next year he removed to New- 
burg, and afterwards to Hampton, where he built the first 
bouse. In 1638, in consequence of the religious intolerance, 
he removed to Rhode Island, and settled in Portsmouth. The 
neA year he removed to Newport, where he built the first 
bouse. It stood where the house now stands belonging to the 
heirs of the late Jonathan Southwick, in Farewell-street As 
late as 1641, the Indians burnt the house of Nicholas Easton, 
on Lord's day, by kindling a fire on his lands. It alarmed the 
people, and, among other measures, they fitted out an armed 
boatf to ply round the island, to prevent the Indians from land* 
ing. They likewise appointed garrison houses, to wbich the 
people were to repair on an alarm. But the rupture lasted 
not long, before peace was restored. 

Nicholas Easton and his two sons, Peter and John, on their 
way to the south part of the island, in a boat, landed on a small 
island, wbich they called Coaster's Harbor. 

Mr. Easton and Mr. Clarke were appointed to write to Mr. 
Vane, and direct him about the obtaining of a patent of the 
inland from his Majesty. The neck of land by Mr. Easton's 
house, was ordered to be sufi^ciently fenced, and to remain as a 
common field belonging to the town. Oovemor Easton died 
in 1675. 

John Easton was the son of Governor Nicholas Easton, who 
came to Khode Island with his father and brother, soon after 
the settlement, as before remarked. He was, for fifteen years, 
Attorney-General of the Colony. In 1674 and 1675, he was 
elected Deputy- Governor. He died on the 12th December, 
1705, aged 88 years, and was buried in the Coddington burial- 
place. The family have been highly respectable, and, until 
within a few years, quite numerous. Governor Easton was an 
extensive landholder,* and some of the original property is now 
in the possession of his descendants. 

We have already observed, that the settlement of Newport 
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began in what is now called Tanner-street, and extended 
through to Marlborough-street Here stood Governor God- 
dington^B bouse, one of the oldest, and which remained until 
within a few years, when it was unfortunately pulled down, 
much to the regret of many of the present inhabitants. It 
should have been preserved, as a memento of the past. 

There was a degree of generosity displayed, in laying out 
the town, as we learn from the records : 

" At a General meeting it was ordered, that the home allot- 
ments shall be four acres apiece, laid out conveDiently whore 
the ground affords^ and that Mr. Goddington shall have six 
acres for an orchard.'^ 

The original estate of Governor Goddington, in Newport, 
embraced all the land between Malborough, Farewell, North 
Baptist, and Thames streets. His mansion stood in Mai- 
lx>rough, fronting Duke-street. 

-' It was ordered that the town shall be laid out, and built 
on both sides of the Spring, and by the seaside southward,^' 
(now Thames street) This spring runs through Tanner-street, 
a little below the jail, and empties into the harbor. The source 
of this river is Vaughn's Pond, a little north-west of Broad- 
street At one period it flowed so rapid as to propel a water 
mill, which was erected within eight years of the formation of 
the settlement, in what is now known as Malboroughstreet 
One of the mill-stoDcs lays in front of the steps to the house of 
the late Benjamin Pierce, Esq. This f)ortion of the town was 
ori^nally a swamp, and the ilow of water, within the memory 
of some of the older inhabitants, was much more abundant than 
at the present time. 

As the town increased in population, improvements continued 
to be made, in the way of filliDg up and making land. The 
flow of the ocean at the first settlement, extended north of Elm- 
street on the Point. Bridge-street is made land, as is also 
Washington to Bridge. Before the extension of the long 
wharf, and the south part of Washington-street was made, it 
was an open passage to the Gove. Gravelly Point was then 
surrounded by water. 

Vessels of ninety, and even one hundred tons were formerly 
btiilt in the Cove. Subsequently, the ingress and egress to 
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and from the Cove, was througfa a drawbridge, twenty-six feet 
wide. It is now only navigable for small boats. 

It was the intention, originally, to have made Thames-etreeti 
eqnal in width to the houses which stand back from the street, 
viz. : the Atkinson, Cotton, &c. ; why they encroached on the 
street to its present narrow limits, no good and sufficient 
reason can be offered. 

** 1640, — Bev. Eobert Lenthel, was, by a vote, called to ikeep 
a public school for the learning of youth, and for his encourage- 
ment, there was granted him and his heirs, one hundred acres 
of land, and four more for a house lot, in Newport It was 
also voted, that one hundred acres should be laid forth, aud 
Impropriated for a school, for encouragement of the pocnrer sort 
to train up their youth in learning ; and Mr. Lenthel, while he 
continues to teach school, is to have the benefit thereof" 

Thus, at an early period, the reader will perceive, that the 
attention of the first settlers was directed to the subject of 
education. Children were not permitted to grow up " like the 
wild ass's colt," without moral culture, and to pay no deference 
and respect to their superiors in age, and in knowledge. With 
all the means and facilities of education, now enjoyed, there is 
evidently a want of attention to the moral qualities of the mind, 
which alone make the good man and the good citizen. 

In May, 1650, the Legislature, by the following act, first 
created the offices of Attorney and Solicitor-Greneral of the 
Colony, viz : — 

" It is ordered that this Court appoint one Attorney-General 
for the Colony, as also a Solicitor. That the Attorney-General 
shall have full power to implead any transgression of the State, 
in any court in the State, but especially to bring all such mat- 
ters of penal laws, to the trial of the General Court of trials, as 
also for the trial of the officers of the State, at the General 
Assemblies ; and to implead, in full power and authority of the 
free people of this State, their prerogatives and liberties ; and 
because envy, the cut-throat of all prosperity, will not fail to gai- 
&pwith its full career, let the said Attorney be faithfully engaged, 
and authorized, and encouraged, engaged for the people, by, or in 
the people's name, and with tbeirfull authority assisted, authorized 
that upon information of transgressions and transgressors of the 
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IkwBj preirogatiyes, and libertieB of the people, and these penal 
laws, he shall undwhand and seal, take forth summons from the 
President or General Assistant, to command any delinquent, 
or vehemently suspected of delinquency, in what kind soever, 
according to the premises, to appear at the General Court, if 
it be thereunto belonging, or to the General Assembly in those 
matters proper thereunto ; and if any refuse to appear at that 
mandamus, in the State of England's name, and the people of 
this State, he shall be judged guilty, and so proceeded against 
by fine and penalty. 

" It is ordered, that in case of prohibitions, (any concerning 
gonSy powder, lead, &c., it being proved that such and such, or 
any one, had a gun, &c.,) or the Solicitor, honafide^ in his own 
knowledge, do Iniow or can swear, &c., that such a one was pos- 
sessed of a gun, &c, as his own proper goods, and upon demand 
of the Solicitor, cannot produce or cannot give a good account 
of what has become of it, before one or two persons, or the 
Attorney, he shall be judged guilty of the breach of the law, and 
to be accordingly dealt withal ; and that the law shall extend to 
inquiry, especially to guns and other prohibitions, as powder, 
shot, lead, wine, or liquors, that hath been merchandized or con* 
veyed away to the Indians, since the law made on that subject" 
And the people, by general ticket, elected in May, 1650, 
William Dyre, Attomey-G^eneral, and Hugh Burt, Solicitor- 
General. 

Mr. Dyre was one of the original settlers, and owned the 
farm north of Easton's Point, at present owned by Charles 
Hunter, Esq., of the IT. S. N. Mr. Dyre was highly re- 
spected for his talents, which is clearly shown by his appoint- 
ment to so important an office as that of Attorney-General of the 
CUony. He also held a commission from the English Govern- 
ment, as Surveyor and Searcher-General. His commission ex- 
tended to New- York- 
Mr. Dyre, in the active part which he took with Wm. Cod- 
dington, in advocating and justifying the separation of the 
Islands from the PlantatioD, incurred the hatred and the dis- 
pleasure of the people in that section. But there was no just 
md valid cause, why he should be charged with a '^ want of 
pMic spirit, and being mined by party purposes,^' in his adhe* 
raac^ to Mr. Ooddington. He no doubt acted conscientiously, 



82 BI8T0BT OP KHODB ULARD 

as did Mr. Goddington, believing in the then present conditioii 
of affairs, that it would prove for the interest of the Islands to 
maintain a separate and distinct form of government. 

The jealoosj of the Plantations, was, however, awakened, 
and it called forth the indignation of some of the leaders, as 
appears by Staple's '^ History of Providence,'' who looked on 
the measure as a^gross insult offered to the people of the North. 
Mr. Dyre felt called upon to uphold a government with such 
an able leader as Coddington, a man of unblemished reputation, 
and whose reasons for his course of conduct, were founded on 
the immutable principle of right 

And whatever invidious reflections may be cast on the meas- 
ures of these men, it will only recoil on the heads of those who 
made them. The charge preferred against Mr. Dyre being 
actuated by sinister motives, had no doubt its rise in that feel- 
ing of jealousy before mentioned, which existed between the 
Plantations and the Islands, which were independent, and which 
owed no allegiance, only to the Prince. 

There is but one male descendant of Mr. Dyre, now living in 
Newport It ¥rill be seen that the manner of spelling the name 
is different from those in other parts of the State, which shows 
that there was no connection between them. 

Mr. Dyre's grave is to be found on the Dyre farm, for by 
that name it has always been known, as the inhabitants of New- 
port respect and venerate antiquity. 

It was ordered that " Persicus, the Indian Sachem, shall have 
liberty to get as many chesnut bush, upon the commons of the 
Island, as may cover him a wigwam." How humiliating the 
thought, that the once rightful owners of the island, must now 
supplicate for permission from the " new-comers," for materials 
to cover them from the pelting storm 1 But these vicissitudes are 
of every day occurrence, and t^ach a salutary lesson of the un- 
certainty of all terrestrial things. 

In 1651, the inhabitants, on the main, refused submission to 
Coddington's government 

THB ISLAND INDEPENDENT. 

Before we proceed to notice this event, we will go back a lit- 
tle, and show the reader the position which the Island oooiv 
pied from the settlement in 16S8, to 1644. 
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" The towns of Portsmouth and Newport, erected their own 
separate governments, independent of that of the Plantations, 
and there was no political connection between them from the 
settlement in 1638 to 1644, and during these six years they were 
independent governments, free from every ^ther power but the 
mother country. During this period, they enacted many laws, 
Tvhicb were the foundation of the future statues and bill of 
rights, which distinguished the early laws and character of the 
State and people of Ehode Island, from the other English 
Colonies in America. For when the government of the Island 
-was united with the Providence Plantations, by the Charter of 
1643, and in General Assembly they enacted laws for the Ck)lony 
of Khode Island and Providence Plantations, the town of Pro- 
vidence instructed their commissioners to hold correspondence 
vnth the whole Colony, ' in the model that hath been lately shown 
unto us by our worthy friends of the Island.' And it appears 
that the plan of the government was formed by the people of 
the Island, and shown to those of Providence, who agreed to 
adopt them ; and thus from the legislation of the people of the 
Island, the ftee institutions emanated." 

This being an established fact, " that the plan of government 
formed by the people of the Island," and subsequently adopted 
by the Plantations, was a virtual admission of the profound wis- 
dom, which dwelt in the minds of the Islanders ; and proves in 
a word, any or every attempt made to' engraft new principleS| 
conflicting with those which they held as most sacred and bind- 
ing, should be resisted at every hazard by the people of the 
Island, as they valued their peace, liberty and happiness. 

The legislative acts, many of which seem to approximate to 

the former blue laws of Connecticut, and which is in direct con- 

fiict with the letter and spirit of the laws which originated from 

the Island, and which were made the basis of the government of 

the State, has led us to doubt the propriety of ever having 

formed an alliance with the Plantations after the Island had 

once become independent. For however tolerant the Island 

may be in the execution of laws, associated ahd confederated 

as they are with the Plantations, involves them in the disgrace 

and obloquy of sanctioning such arbitrary measures as are in 

force in the Plantations. 

To obviate the difficulty as far as possible, the Islanders 



r 



84 HI8T0ET OF ABODE ISLAND. 

should instruct their represeDtatives in General Assembly, to 
oppose every law introduced into that body, which has the least 
appearance of despotism, and as aiming to subvert and to over- 
throw the rights and liberties of the people ; and in case of their 
not doing it, and making it imperative on their legislators to act 
in accordance with the principles of their fathers, they in fact 
become a party concerned in upholding such tyrannical and un- 
just measures, which are at war with every principle of moral 
right 

ENCOURAGEMENT OF SETTLERS. 

The proprietors, to encourage the settlement of the Island, 
sold out at a smaU price, and on easy terms, to such as were in- 
clined to build and to whom they saw fit to admit to ownership 
of the soil. Those whom they considered turbulent aud unruly, 
they would not admit to ^' ownership, or to exercise the privi- 
leges of freemen." A very proper precaution, and calculated to 
avoid much evil. The spirit which animated the minds of the 
early settlers of the Island, was enlarged and liberal, and 
prompted them to render aid and assistance to all worthy per- 
sons who deored to take up their abode with them. 
. In March, 1641, in General Assembly, it was determined 
unanimously, that this government was a Democracy, saving 
only the right of the king. And it was ordered that none be ac- 
counted a delinquent for doctrines, provided it be not repugnant 
to government established, which was again confirmed at the 
next General Court, as follows : 

'^ It is ordered that the law of the last Court, madei concern- 
ing conscience, in point of doctrine, be perpetuated." 

Mr. Bull says : " This appears to be the first act allowing 
every man free to act and advocate what religious opinions he 
chooses, and which has highly distinguished the State of Rhode 
Island." 

The principles adopted by Clark and Coddington operated 
like leaven in diffusing itself through the minds of the masses, 
and was the neucleiis, out of which ultimately sprang the Declar- 
ation of American Independence, and the freedom of the Colonies 
British misrule and oppression. 
, It has been already remarked that the Island had a separate 
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farm of government for six years.^ It then become united with 
the Plantations, but in 1657, William Coddington went to Eng- 
land and procured a commission constituting him Governor, for 
life, of Rhode Island, of Gannanicut, and Prudence, and these 
islands again became separated from the towns on the main 
land. ThiB continued for three years, when they again became 
united. 

A 8SAL FOR THE STATS. 

A Seal was ordered to be provided for the State, viz., the 
government of the islands, with the device of a sheaf of arrows 
bound up with a motto : '^ Amor vincit omniay Love conquers 
every thing. 

"In General Court, held at Newport, Sept 17th, 1641, it 
was ordered that if any person or persons on the Island, whether 
freeman or inhabitant, shall by any means, open or covert, en- 
deavor to bring any other power than what is here established, 
except it be from our prince, by lawful commission, shall be 
accounted a delinquent under the head of perjuiy." 

The inhabitants living on islands, and consequently being iso- 
lated, and generally clanish in their views and feelings, and more 
opposed to innovations of every form, than those who live on 
the main, practices which originated with the early settlers have 
been transmitted down to the present generation. The inhabi- 
tants of Newport have felt a reverence for their ancestors whidi 
rendered them remarkably sensitive in relation to changes of 
e!vey kind, and it is evidence of stability of character which we 
hope to see perpetuated. We are aware that in this age o^ pro- 
gress^ it is thought sensible to disdain conventional rules, and 
long established usages of antiquity, and to substitute a licen- 
tious course of policy, baptized by the sacred name of Liberty, 
and thus open wide the floodgates of anarchy and misrule, which 
-will ultimately overwhelm us in an avalanche of desolation. To 
dissent from the popular opinions of the day, would be to place 
ourselves in battle array with the march of improvement, and 
consequently subject us to the anathemas and reproaches of the 
new lights of the age, whose vanity has become so much inflated 
as to render it almost presumptuous to differ from them. 
A certain class of men and mind make the '^ nineteenth cen- 
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tury," a frequent topic of eulogistical declamation, not only com- 
mon- place, but even disgusting to our feelings. '^ Surfeiting is 
one of the effects of profusion." 

The spirit which animated our fathers, show that they valued 
their rights, and the rights of the Colonies, and were disposed 
to come forward in the hour of exigency, and bare their bosom 
to the storm, while others with far greater resources, held back 
through a servile fear. " For when the Colonies of New-Ply- 
mouth, and New Haven, shrunk from the war, unless Massachu- 
setts would support -them, which she refused to do, the little 
island of Bhode Island, threw herself into the breach, and took 
upon herself the responsibility of authorizing in her name, the 
defence of Long Island against the Dutch and Indians." 

Such was the spirit which fired the heart and nerved the arm 
of our ancestors, and which God grant may be revived in their 
descendants, and not forever extinguished. 

Newport, though settled last of the three, had arrived, in the 
space of eight years, to a degree of wealth and strength as 
to be equal with the other two. Many houses had been built 
at that time, and some wharves, and commercial pursuits on a 
small scale had been entered into. 

" The trade and business of the town, at first, was very little 
and inconsiderable, consisting of a little com, pork, and tobacco, 
sent to Boston, for a few European and other goods, they could 
not subsist without, and all at the mercy of the traders 
thereto. At present there are above one hundred sail of vessels 
belonging to the town. God grant, that as we increase in num- 
bers and riches, we may not increase in sin and wickedness ; 
but that we may rather be led by the divine goodness to 
reform whatever may have been amiss, or wanting among us." 

Caiiender^s Historical Discourse. 

1654. — ^This year there was a schism in the Baptist Church, 
in Newport, — some of the brethren embracing the opinion that 
laying on of hands was necessary for all baptized persons. 

1656. — ^This year, some of the people called Quakers came to 
this colony, being persecuted and abused in the other colonies, 
and many of the principal inhabitants embraced their doctrines, 
among whom were William Coddington, Nicholas Easton, and 
his two sons; Philip Shearman, Adam Matt, and maoy 
others. ^ 
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In 1657, the island of Gonnanicut, or Quaonoquet, was pur- 
chased of the Indians. Koskotep, one of the Narragansett 
Sachems, sells to Thomas Gk)uld, of Newport, Agnspemokick, 
or Gk>uld Island. 

1696. — ^This year, Coaster's Harbor and Goat Island was 
conveyed to the town of Newport, for the sum of ten pounds, 
by ^Benedict Arnold ; he having purchased them some years 
before of the Indians. 

CoDskuet, or Eose Island, (the latter name derived from the 
abundance of wild roses, which once grew on the island,) was 
purchased of Mausup, an Indian Sachem, by Peleg Sanford, of 
Newport It afterwards became the property of the Giddards, 
on the Point, and was finally sold by Thomas Giddard, Esq., 
to the general government, for the sum of $1500. 

In 1658, at a General Court of Commissioners, an act was 
passed, declaring the prison building, in Newport, should be 
the prison for the whole colony. 

On the 18th of May, an act was passed, to receive peage, 
(Indian money,) eight for a penny, in payment of all cost of 
4X>art 



MASSACHUSETTS' INTOLERANCE AND CBUELTT. 

In 1660, Mary Dyre, of Ehode Island, one of the people 
called Quakers, having returned to Boston, contrary to the 
tyrants^ orders, was publicly executed on the 1st of June, 
agreeably to her former sentence. Mary Dyre was the wife of 
William Dyre, one of the eighteen associates who first came to 
Bhode Island. Before their removal from Massachusetts, she 
was a milliner in Boston, and one of the principal followers of 
the famous Mrs. Hutchinson. 

The year previous, (the 20th of October,) William Robinson, 
and Marmaduke Btephenson, received sentence of death, which 
Was executed upon them the 27th of June. At that time, Mary 
Dyre was brought with them to the gallows ; but at the inter- 
cession of her son, of Newport^ and others, she was reprieved, 
and sent away. Feeling it to be her duty to visit her friends, 
ihe returned again the next spring, and, as the reader has 
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been already informed, she was executed under the sanction of 
men who dare call themselves Christians. She died, however, 
in the triumph of faith, feeling conscious that she had done 
nothing *' worthy to warrant such a course of procedure 
towards her." 

^f there is one spot more than another, where the principles 
of liberty of conscience should be cherished, it is Newport 
For, when we reflect on the baseness of Massachusetts, in thus 
putting to death their own citizens, merely for conscience' sake, 
it is calculated to arouse into action every power of the human 
mind, to put down intolerance for opinion's sake. Mnch has 
been said and written id favor of puritanical measures. The 
Soundheads of CromweU's time have been eulogized, and the 
Cavaliers condemned. But the spirit which could influence 
such barbarity, must be nearly allied to the inhabitants of the 
^^pit.^^ These men left the mother-country for conscience* sake, 
and came to America, where they could enjoy civil and religious 
liberty. But what kind of cojpscience did they possess ? The 
india-rubber kind, which can contract, as easily as expand ; for, 
if they had been sincere in their professions of love to the 
cause of righteousness, free toleration would have been allowed 
to all who came within their jurisdiction. But, assuming them- 
selves to be right, they stood ready to inflict punishment on all 
who were unprepared to sanction and approve of their bigoted 
views. The religion established was Congregational, which, in 
theory, was Democratic, but, in practice, Aristocratical, and 
opposed to the principle of civil and religious freedom. And 
too much of t the sdme ungodly spirit exists at the present day, 
though not pehnitted to be carried out to its full measure. 
Mary Dyre, and those associated with her, had been guilty of 
no crime ; they had never opposed wholesome laws, but in 
matters of conscience touching Grod, they felt that they had a 
perfect right to worship Him, agreeably to their views of 
Christian duty ; and in this they were correct. It will ever be 
a stigma of reproach on Massachusetts, for suffering such 
high-handed wickedness against the subjects of another colony. 
Let Newport rejoice in the names- of her former legislators, 
who held to no restrictions in matters of religion, but left to 
each individual the liberty of forming his own views of religious 
truth and duty. Tyranny can never vegetate on the soil, which- 
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hia been consecrated by the prayers of a Clarke and a God- 
diDgton. 

The period of the transfer of what is now Providence, bears 
the same date, 1638, with the deed of this island, and the 
ownership of ^e land commenced kt the same time. But 
government and laws were established by those of the island, 
seven months and one day sooner than at Providence. Ports- 
mouth had admitted, or added to, the eighteen who first incor- 
porated themselves, thirty other heads of families as settlers, 
whoee names appear on the records, making forty-eight, and 
before the last of December following, twenty-nine more were 
admitted. 

The first quarterly meeting of Friends in New England, and 
probably in America, was held at the house of Governor Cod- 
ington, before their meetinghouse was erected. In 1700, the 
yearly meeting was then established at Newport, where it has 
ever since continaed ; and no situation is better adapted for it 
than Newport 

There wto at the first settlement but two towns on the 
island, Portsmouth and Newport; but in .1743,'Middletown 
ivaa set off from Newport This is a fine farming town, and 
produces a large amount for the Newport market This town 
has an asylum, with ^^ one acre of ground for the poor. It is 
occupied and improved by a family, who contract to board 
such of the poor as the overseers may think proper. A part 
of them receive pensions, and live with their friends or relatives. 
The town council are the overseers of the poor. 

" The town receives an annuity of $40, gjven by the late 
Andrew Freebody, for the relief of the poor.- About $400 
was paid for the support of the poor the past year." 

In 1640, Samuel Gorton, who came to Rhode Island, in Juno 
1638, was, on some contention, banished from the island. 

Samuel Qorton came to this country from London. In one 
of his printed works, he adds to his name the appellation of 
" Gentleman." In one conveyance he styles himself " Citizen of 
London, clothier," and in another, " Professor of the mysteries 
of Christ" He landed in Boston in 1636, and from that place 
removed in a short time to JPly mouth. Here it seem6 his hetero- 
doxy in religion was first discovered, and he was complained of. 
and required to find sureties, and fined. From Plymouth, Gor- 
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ton removed to Bhode Island, and shortly after settled in Wi 
wick. In 1642 he was seized by Massachusetts' forces, and w 
confined in prison. After his release, he returned to Bho* 
Island, and then went to England and preferred a memorial i 
specting his treatment, against Massachusetts In, 1646| I 
came back to Bhode Island and settled in Warwick. 

His religious opinions were peculiar. It is impossible, p< 
haps, for any one at this day, fully to comprehend them. Durij 
his life they were the subject of much speculation. That he w 
an enthusiast in his religious opinions, there can be no doot 
'^ A real come-outer, in its true sense." Of the private hislo: 
of Gorton, very little can be gleaned even from tradition. Tl 
following is from the manuscript itinerary of the late Dr. Stile 
" I visited a Mr. Angel, aged eighty, bom October iSth, 1691, 
plain, blunt spoken man, of right old Enghsh frankness. He isn 
a Quaker, nor Baptist, nor^resbyterian, but a Gortonist, and tl 
only one I have seen. Gorton lives only in him, his only disoip 
left. He says he knew of no other, and that he is alone. I 
gave me«an account of Gorton's disciples, first and last, ai 
showed me some of Gorton's printed books, and some of h 
manuscripts. 

^' He said Gorton had beat down all outward ordinanoea c 
baptism and the Lord's Supper, with unanswerable demonstr 
tion. That Gorton preached in London, in Oliver's time, ao 
had a church and living of £500 a year o£fered him, but he b 
lieved no sum would have tempted him to take a farthing f( 
preaching. He was at the head of a sect called Gortonians, no 
extinct — it did not, as the reader will perceive long survive him 
— Eoctract from Staplers Gorton, 

Though it has been said that he was not '< intolerant towarc 
those who differed from him," yet we should rather infer thi 
there must have been something very peculiar, to have led oi 
fathers to have banished him from their jurisdiction. The 
were eminently tolerant, and favored the largest liberty, whei 
it did not conflict with the rights of others. A man of Gorton 
temperament, and strongly biased in favor of his own peculii 
notions of religion, would naturally lead him to obtrude his do( 
mas on the minds of others, however unpleasant it might bo 
and as our fathers studied peace, and wished no malcontents t 
remain among them, is the propable cause of his banishmeni 
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It 18 highly probable that he possessed the spirit which now ani- 
mates the ultras of the present day, who prefer to rule in h~I, 
than serve in heaven. On no other ground can we reconcile his 
baniBhment from the island. 

In 1638| William Baulston was authorized to set up a house 
of entertainment for strangers, and also to brew beer, and sell 
wine and strong waters. Our fathers would be condemned, in 
this day of light and knowledge, by a class of fanatics, as being 
destitote of moral principle, in thus favoring the sale of an article 
-which goes to destroy the bodies and the souls of men. 

But it proves them to have been men of common sense, in 
regulating the sale of an article which they well knew would be 
used. And to the credit of Newport, there has been far less 
fanaticism and intolerance on this, as well as on other moral 
questions, than is to be found in any portion of New-England. 
Newport has continued, down to the present day, the sale of 
spiritous liquors, and without flattery, we challenge the country 
to produce a more sober and moral community, with a popu- 
lation of nearly ten thousand, than is to be found in the ancient 
metropolis. Jefferson's motto was, that '* that government is 
best which governs least." But this motto was designed to 
apply to the attempts of legislators to cure the moral and intel- 
lectual evils of society. So far as these attempts are concemedi 
the lees legislation the better. 
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John Luther, a carpenter, having absconded from the island, 
and being found indebted to several persons, it was ordered 
that " Mr. Brenton and Mr. Coggeshall, shall take possession of 
his effects, and shall satisfy his creditors as far as it shall go." 
They generally, at the present time, take their effects with them, 
or the proceeds, and thus leave their creditors minus. The age, 
however, is one of improvement. 

" It was ordered that all the sea-banks is free for fishing to 
the town of Newport." This right was acknowledged to the 
people under the charter of king Charles II., and preserved in 
the constitution which is now the fundamental law of the State. 
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And BO proprietor 6f land has the legal right to prohibit the 
inhabitants from the enjoyment of the privilege. It is a great 
public blessing. . 

June. — It was ordered at a general meeting, that a house for 
a prison, twelve feet in length and ten in breadth, should be 
built. Would to God that its limited dimensions could have 
continued. But as population increased, selfishness became pre- 
dominant, and as a natural consequence, immorality and crime 
succeeded, until it was found expedient to enlarge the prisons. 
In 1772, the present county jail in Newport, was built. It is 
a substantial brick edifice. The building committee was Oliver 
King Warner. It is pleasantly located in Malborough street 
The inmates who are so unfortunate as to be found within its 
walls, as a general thing, have been treated kindly by the keeper. 
It is, however, to be lamented that the spirit of the Gospel has 
not n)ore generally influenced the minds of men, which would 
have had a salutary tendency in preventing the increase of much 
evil in the world. As soon as the great law of doing to others 
as we would others should do to us, begins to be exemplified, 
•the reign of wrong, and injury, and suffering, (leading as it often 
4oes to crime,) will rapidly come to an end. Instead of one 
Howard, one Mrs. Fry, and one Miss Dix, in a century, we 
should have thousands upon thousands in every department of 
charity. When we look at what these three individuals 
have accomplished, what might we not expect from millions 
laboring with united strength and intellect, in the great work 
of human welfare I It will be a glorious period when the 
" fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man," shall be re- 
cognized by all classes. Then will the reign of evil cease, and 
not before. 

Every town was authorized to choose a council of six persons, 
to manage their town a£fairs, and to have the trial of small 
cases. 

June 4, 1647. — Oannonicus, the chief Indian Sachem, died tjiis 
year in a good old age, honored by his tribe, and respected and 
beloved bv the whites who had settled in his territories. 
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AQUEDNSCK INDIANS. 

The battle which decided the fate of the Aquedneck Indians, 

im believed to have been fought in a place about three miles and 

a quarter from the State House, in Newport, in the town of 

Middletown, in a swamp, or low ground, near the west road 

leadiDg to Bristol ferry. The tradition is substantiated by the 

fact, that very many arrow heads, hatchets, &c., made of a hard 

BtoDe, have frequently been dug up on the spot, designated in 

the tradition as the battle field. This wdB before the purchase 

of the island. They were subject to the Narragansetts. The 

' seat of Miantunomu was at ^^ Tomony Hill," near Newport. 

There was formerly a '^ block-house," built of brick, on this 

hill. The land fronting on the harbor, where Thames-street 

now is, was then an impenetrable swamp. 

It Ls well to dwell on the reminiscences of the past, as they 
carry the mind back to the period when none but the natives 
^ere the inhabitants of the island. The sufiferings of the abo- 
rigines of this country are painful to contemplate, and while 
many pretend to have their sympathies strongly enlisted on the 
side of negro slavery, let them reflect, how much greater have 
been the sufferings of the poor Indian, arising, as it does, from 
his superior understanding. 

Let me inquire of the reader, whether there was ever a nobler 
character than Philip, the King of the Wampanouages, and one 
whose sad fate has often been the theme of the poet ? Accord- 
log to the prediction of the Panacos, that he should never fall 
by the hand of the white man was realized in his death. A 
renegade Indian shot him in a swamp, at the foot of Mount 
Haup. 

Philip^s war lasted more than a year, and was the most dis- 
tressing period that New England had ever seen, and threatened 
the total extirpation of her colonies. About six hundred men, 
the flower of her strength, fell in battle, or were butchered by 
the savages. In Massachusetts, Plymouth, and Ehode Island, 
twelve or thirteen towns were utterly destroyed. About six 
hundred dwelling-houses were burnt, a heavy debt contracted, 
tmd a vast amount of property destroyed. There were few 
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families vfho did not lose some beloved relative in this calami- 
tous war ; and a general gloom spread through the country. 

The Indians acted on the defensive ; they felt jealous of their 
rights, and did not admit the justice and equity of the claim set 
up by the pale faces f to the soil which they had received as a 
grant from the Great Spirit, — and it is no way surprising that 
Philip and his tribe displayed a hostile attitude towards the 
enemy of their peace, when they perceived that their domain 
was passing into other hands, and that they would soon melt 
away before a superior force. This is a sufficient apology for 
the course which they pursued towards the colonists; and 
instead of our exulting and triumphing over their weakness, it 
should rather be a matter of grief and sorrow, that the posses- 
sion of this continent was purchased at the expense of the 
destruction of the Indians. 
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Philip's head was sent to Plymouth, where it was exposed on 
a gibbet twenty years, and one of his hands to Boston, wherd 
it was exhibited in savage triumph, and his mangled body was 
denied the right of sepulture, it having been quartered, and 
hung upon four trees, whore it was left, a monument of shock- 
ing barbarity. 

" To say the least of Philip's humanity, it was as great 
towards captives, so far as we have any knowledge, as that of 
the English towards the captive Indians." — Drakeh Biography 
of Indians, 

'* Ye write the white man brave, 
When on his native lod, 
He lifta his iword to gaaid and tare 
His heritage of Qod. 
And earth rings loud, with the deep startling ery — 
Of patriots, warring for their liberty. 



I 

I. 
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Ye bid the marble Hm, 

To abrine hia sacred fame ; 
And loud winds bear along the skies, 
His bigb and boly name. 
And erer yoar ebUdren'o bearts beat ftill and strong, 
All freedom sboat, and glorious trinmpb sing. 

Tbe ontrag'd Indian rears 

His madden'd battle brand ; 
And tracks witb flame, and blood, and tears. 
The oppressors of his land. 
And he is sarage I and ye give his name 
To wear his cnrse, and be a word for shame. 

And even bis soulless clay, 

Finds not a quiet bed ; 
The storms may waste it, birds of prey 
Feast on the helpless dead— 
As if the poor insensate dust could be 
A thing Ibr hate, and fiendish mockery. 

The gentle Quaker came, 

With justice in bis hand; 
And the whoop lay hush'd, the war-knife's flame 
Oleam'd not within the land. 
But spread the CalumeVa soft incense wide, 
And roee the olire of the wigwam's side. 

Wo ! fcr the red man's wail, 

Sweeps o'er New England's hills; 
It rides her haughty ocean gale, 
And .tunes her forest rills. 
One jarring echo in the grand old strain, 
That ne'er can die along her hallowed plain." 



THE DEATH OF MIANTUNOMIT. 

As we have noticed the death of Cannonicus, we will also 
allude to the sad fate of MiantuDomu, as they were the two 
Sachems who coDveyed the island of Aquedneck to Mr. Cod- 
dington and his friend t<. Miantunomu was uncle to Cannonicus, 
and they exercised an important part in the government of the 
great nation of the Narragansetts. 
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In 1642, Connecticat became suspicious of Miantunomu, and 
urged Massachusetts to join them in a war with IJncas, Sachem 
of the Mohegans. The broil had long existed ; but the open 
rupture wto brought on by IJncas making war upon Sequesson, 
one of the Sachems under Miantunomu. The English accounts 
say, (and we have no other,) that about 900 warriors were 
raised by Miantunomu, and about 500 or 600 Mohegans. The 
Sachem of the former, Miantunomu, intending to chastise 
Uncas for his adherence to the EngUsh, secretly advanced into 
his country with an army ; but Uncas was aware of his ap- 
proach, and met him on this plain, where both parties halted. 
Uncas resorted to a stratagem ; he stepped forward alone, and 
challenged Miantunomu to 'decide the quarrel single-handed. 
This, as he expected, was refused, and, while his enemies were 
unprepared, he gave a signal by falling down, when his men 
instantly set up a yell, discharged their arrows, and rushed 
forward. 

The Narragansetts fled, and many of them were killed. 
Uncas captured MiantuAomu himself, but the haughty Indian 
would not ask for quarter nor speak a word. He was taken 
to Hartford, and, after a trial, was delivered' to Uncas for 
execution. He was brought back to this place, and while 
marching across the fields was tomahawked, on a spot a little 
east of the road, where a heap of stones for many years marked 
the place of his burial. 

" The place where the battle was fought, was in the eastern 
part of the town of Norwich, and the place to this day is called 
the Sachem^ s Flain.^^ — Note, from Wintkrop^s Journal. 

The sorrowftd part of this tale is yet to be told. The Com- 
missioners of the United Colonies having convened at Boston, 
'< who, taking into serious consideration what was safest and 
best to be done, were all of the opinion, that.it would not be 
safe to set him at liberty ; neither had we sufficient grdund for 
us to put him to death." 

The awful design of putting to death their fnend, they had 
not yet fixed upon, but calling to their aid in council — whom ? 
— and must it be told ? — it has been told before — ^^ five of the 
most judicious elders;" such as we read of in the apochrypha, 
who condemned Susannah to death ; ^< they all agreed that he 
ought to be put to death." This was the final decision, and to 
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complete the deed of darkness, secrecy was enjoined upon all, 
and their determination was to be made known to Tineas pri- 
Tately, with directions that he should execute him within his 
own jurisdiction, and without torture. 

Dr. Trumbull says that ^' Tineas' cut out a large piece of his 
shoulder and ate it in savage triumph, saying it was the sweet- 
est morsel he ever ate, it made his heart strong-" Thus closed 
a tragedy, which, for infamy, has never been exceeded. And 
by whom was it effected ? Puritans — men calling themselves 
the friends and the advocates of Him who prayed to his Father 
to "forgive his enemies, for they know not what they do." He 
was one who had been their friend, according to their own show- 
ing, and' yet deHvered up to the miserable paltroon, Tineas, who 
by treachery had overcome his enemy. But the conduct of the 
savage is purity itself, when compared to the vile and disgrace- 
ful conduct of those, who having no bowels of compassion, could 
thus sacrifice a fellow-being on the altar of hatred, malice, and 
all uncharitableness. But what could we expect better of such 
men, whose views of God's character," led them to believe tiiat 
he delighted in misery I For an example, examine Dr. Increase 
Mather's (Mi^olia,) "Prevalence of Prayer," ibid 7. In 
speaking of the efficacy of prayer in bringing about the destruc- 
tion of the Indians, he says, " Nor could they cease crying to 
the Lord against Philip, until they had prayed the bullet into 
his heart" And in speaking of the slaughter of Philip's people 
at Narragansett, he says : " We have heard of the two and 
twenty Indians slain, all of them, and brought down to hell in 
one day." This is Christianity with a vengeance. 

On the death of Miantunomu, Canonchet, his son, became by 
inheritance. Chief Sachem of the tribe. In " the great swamp 
fight," as it was familiarly known, he was intercepted and 
secured by the whites, delivered over to the Mohegan Sachem, 
Oneco, the son of his father's murderer, and by him put to 
death by order of the English captors. He was the last who 
exercised the^ supremacy over the Narragansett tribe, and now 
all that is lefl to call to remembrance these noble warriors is 
their names, emblazoned on the wheel-house of the steamboats 
which navigate the Narragansett Bay. 

We bless God that we had our birth and education in the 
State of Bhode Island, where intolerance, bigotry, and cruelty, 
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never flourished ; and though our characters have been assafle^ 
by " Simon pures," of Massachusetts, as being destitute of trut 
religion, which merely means orthodoxy in the head ^nd not b 
the heart, we yet have cause to rejoice that charges such as vn 
have enumerated, have nevet* been laid at our door. 

Richard Borden, one of the first settlers of Portsmouth, di« 
25th of third month, 1 670, aged seventy years. He was fathe 
of Matthew Borden, who was the first white child bom oi 
Rhode Island. 



THE FIRST CHARTER OP INCORPORATION FROM THE 

BRITISH CROWN. 

" In 1643, Mr. Williams, an agent of the Colonies of Narragan 
sett Bay, obtained a Charter of Incorporation, from the Britisl 
crown, granting their permission to make laws for themselves 
so far as the nature and constitution of the place would admit 
subject to the laws of England." 

This charter is for civil government only. There is not cm 
word in it about religion or liberty of conscience.* Backey, Vol 
1, page 91. This he says he copied from the original manuscript 
in Mr. Williams' own handwriting, dated Providence 25th, sixtl 
month, 1658. 

'* That forasmuch as Mr. Roger Williams has taken great pains 
and expended much time in obtaining a charter for this pro 
vince, we do freely give and grant unto the said Roger Williams 
£100, to be levied out of the towns, viz., £50 out of Nevrport 
£30 out of Portsmouth, and £20 out of Providence, w^hich rati 
is to be levied and paid in by the last of November." 

Mr. Williams returned with the charter, September 17, 1644 
We have no wish or desire to take from Mr. Williams the prnsi 
which justly belongs to him — " honor to whom honor is due" — ^bu 
we do feel conscious that far more has been said of his merits thai 
they well deserve. He has been held up as the oracle of liberty 
of conscience, and many have been misled into the belief tha 
Ehode Island is indebted to him more than to any other man 
for its civil and religious liberties. But we shall have occasioi 
to convince them to the contrary, when we bring forward a mai 
whose character has been neglected, and whose memory neari] 
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forgotten. And this has arisen from the relative position which 
Providence and Newport occupies. While the former has had 
SL rapid growth, owing to the crowd of adventurers who have 
resorted there for the purpose of gain, which has, however, sen- 
sibly changed its moral character, the latter has declined in com- 
mercial prosperity, which has produced a state of supineness, 
and an entire indifference to her lawful claims, and permitted 
matters of a highly important nature to be entirely overlooked. 

Providence has aimed to exalt Roger Williams, at the ex 
pense of his superior, until his name has become as common as 
household words. We see it emblazoned on banks, insurance 
companies, and even steamboats which ply in the Narragansett 
Bay. His name has been canonized as the ne plus ultrUy and 
to call in question his character and merits, would be viewed as 
sacrilegious. 

Every author who has attempted to write his biography, haff , 
been very careful to keep out of sight his defects, and to publish 
his virtues to the world, as the originator of civil and religious 
liberty, until the public have been made to believe that to Roger 
Williams, and to no one else, Rhode Island is indebted for her 
privileges. 

Now, every writer who has treated On his character, has 
stood in fear lest an influence should be brought to bear against 
him, hence they follow in the same track, and continue to eulo- 
gize his name. Mr. Williams was not perfect, and a more 
eccentric man never lived. He had not a well-balanced mind, 
which his religious career fully proved. 

The Rev. Mr. Adlum, in a pamphlet, which he has recently 

published, showing the origin of the first Baptist church in 

Newport, and the first in Providence, says of Mr. Williams, 

that '' he was a Baptist only four months. After he left the 

Baptists, he lived forty-three years, and yet from the records 

you 'would not suspect but he was a Baptist to the day of his 

death. Here was a man, who in the space of four months, had 

folly made up his mind that there was neither a true ministry, 

Dor true church upon earth ; a conviction so strong that he 

never wavered in it for the forty-three years of his after life. He 

had been bred in the belief that a regular succession from the 

mpostles downwards, was necessary to a true church and a true 

ministry." 
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The manner of his baptism by a layman, we should have 
thought would have led him to doubt of its validity, and equally 
so his ordination, which was wholly unauthorized by ecclesiasti- 
cal usages. 

There is evidence that Mr. Williams was not as Catholic as 
were some of the first settlers ; though he had fled from Mas- 
sachusetts, owing to persecution, yet he is charged with in- 
tolerance towards the Quakers, which illustrates and sets 
forth poor human nature, as it reaUy is. We should not have 
animadverted on the character of Mr. Williams, had there not 
been such an effort made by writers, to exalt him above his 
equals and even superiors. 

The united colonies were not content with using compulsion 
themselves, towards the Quakers, but wished to draw Rhode 
Uand into their measure — ^and it is on record that Boger Wil- 
liams favored the measure — ^but the people of Portsmouth, on 
Bhode Island, disowned all connection in such arbitrary doings to- 
wards their brethren. Portsmouth has ever been an asylum for 
Quakers from the earliest period of their coming to this country. 

A Quaker, Eichard Scott, who had been a neighbor of Mr. 
Williams for thirty-eight years, says of him, that " he was un- 
settled in his opinions, that which took most with him was, to 
get honor amongst men. After his society and he, in a church 
way, were parted, he went to England and got a charter, and 
comibg from Boston to Providence, at Seekonk, the neighbors 
of Providence met him with fourteen canoes, and carried him to 
the town. And the man being hemmed in the middle of the 
canoes, was so elevated and transported out of himself, that I 
was condemned in myself, that amongst the rest, I had been an 
mstrument to set him up in his pride and folly. Though he pro- 
fessed liberty of conscience, and was so zealous for it at the first 
coming home of the charter, that nothing in government must 
be acted till that was granted, yet he could be the forwardest 
to persecute against those that could not join with him in it." 

About the beginning of 1677, came out Mr. Williams' account 
of his dispute with the Quakers, upon which Mr. Goddington 
wrote over to his friend. Fox, and said : " Here is a lying, scan- 
dalous book of Roger Williams', of Providence, printed at Cam- 
bridge, New-England. I have known him about fifty years, a 
mere weather-cock^ constant only in inconstancy ; poor man, that 
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dotk not know what should become of his soul, if this night it 
shomld be taken from him. He was for the priests, and took 
up their principles to fight against the truth, and to gratify them 
and bad magistrates, that licked up his vomit, and wrote the 
said scurrilous book, and so has transgressed for a piece of 
bread. One while he is a Separatist, at New-Plymouth, joining 
with them till they are weary of him ; (as appears from Morton's 
Memorial,) another time you may have him a teacher or a mem- 
ber of the church at Salem. O i then a great deal of devotion 
is pleaded in women's wearing of veils in their assemblies, as if 
the power of godliness was in it ; and to have the cross out of 
the color ; and then be against the king's patent and authority, 
and writeth a large book in quarto against it And another 
time he is hired for money, and gets a patent from Long Par- 
liament, so that it is not long but he is off and on it again. One 
time for water baptism — ^men and women must be plunged into 
water — and then throws it all down again; one time for men's 
wearing caps, and not hats, for covering their faces — and again 
hats and cape ; so that Cotton said of him, that * he was a hob- 
herdasher of small questions against the power.' " 

Mr. Williams, on the Ist of February, 1657-8, issued a war- 
nmt against Mr. William Harris, for the alleged crime of op- 
poeiog the Protector's government The warrant ordered his 
arrest and imprisonment, for the purpose of sending him to Eng- 
land, in accordance, probably, with the act of June, 1665. How 
4r this strong measure was deserved by the conduct of Mr. Har- 
ris, "we cannot now determine. It has been inferred that it was 
%at sustained by public opinion, because at the next election Mr. 
^\^illiams was superseded as President, by Mr. Benedict Arnold. 
^t is not improbable that he was urged too far, by a zeal to up- 
hold the charter, and the Protector's authority, and perhaps by 
hostility towards Mr. Harris, between whom and him- 
r, there was for many years a very acrimonius feud. 
^* It appears that Mr. Williams so disliked Mr. Harris, that he 
*^i70i]ld not write his name at length, but abbreviated it thus, ^ W. 
SLar.' This mode of writing is seen in the fac simile prefixed 
^o this volume." — Knowles^ Memoirs of Williams, 

" Mr. Harris soon after went to England to endeavor to settle 
tte dispute between himself and Eoger Williams, but the vessel 
captured by an Algerine corsair, and he was sold for a 
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slave. His family, in Ehode Island, redeemed him by the sale 
of a part of his property. He arnved in England, but died 
there. He was an able man, and we may hope a good man 
notwithstanding some infirmities. His quarrels with Bogei 
Williams were discreditable to thom both — on which side thi 
most blame lay, we cannot now decide." — Backus, volume 1. 
page 421. 

We should rather be inclined to think that Williams was thi 
most in fault, from the fact of his proneness to get into difficulty. 
The family of Harris are highly respectable in Ehode Island ; 
some of the original land of William Harris, is still in possessioi 
of the family. 

Roger Williams was the pioneer in the settlement of Provi 
dence, and had he possessed the amiable traits of charactei 
which distinguished John Clarke, of Newport, he would ud 
doubtedly have been a public blessing to the Colcmy. But xm 
fortimately, his disposition was irritable, which often led him 
mto trouble. He had the bump of combattiveness largely deve 
loped, and was ever ready to enter into disputation; (thii 
seemed to be his forte.) In 1672, George Fox, the founder of 
the sect called Friends, or Quakers, arrived in Rhode Island 
and commenced preaching at Newport. Roger Williams visited 
Newport, and held public disputations with George Fox and 
others. He had a zeal, not always tempered with knowledge 
or otherwise- he would have left to each sect, the right to enjoji 
their own sentiments undisturbed, and never have been guilty 
of persecution in the least degree. But it shows that he wai 
fUlible, like all other men^ and had not attained to Christiav 
perfection. 

And yet it seems passing strange, that one who had felt the 
power of oppression, and who had been compelled to flee froui 
Massachusetts' tyranny, did not extend the hand of fellowshij: 
to all, of whatever name or sect, who desired to settle withii 
his jurisdiction. But few, however, are properly qualified tc 
exercise power aright — the passions of the human mind, whei 
not restrained, are apt to break forth in a manner which conflictc 
with the " higher law," of which so much is said at the present 
day. Some allowance must, however, be made for the period 
in which he lived. Undoubtedly, there were difficulties to be 
encountered, and' trials to be borne, which required a larire 
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fihare of philosophy to overcome, and if his temperament was 
ardent and impetuous, he is to be pitied and not severely con- 
demned. 

We have been strongly inclined to the belief, that the imprest 
left by Mr. Williams on the Plantations, has had an influence 
in forming the character of its inhabitants, for liberty of opinion 
has been far less enjoyed there, than in NeA^port and the south 
counties. In secular matters, there has been a disposition to 
coerce and to bring the people under the ban of the law in mat- 
ters, too, which were unconstitutional in their nature, which it 
behoves every patriot and friend to human rights, to condemn. 

It must be conceded that the inhabitants of the Island of 
Rhode Island, were the most active in procuring the inestimable 
privileges of civil and religious liberty. Here, true Republican- 
ism existed, without aristocratic domination, and it should be 
the duty of every citizen, to guard against every encroachment 
attempted to be made against their dearest rights, and heaven- 
bom privileges. Let them glory in the names of Clarke and 
Coddington, for to them belongs the honor of rearing the stand- 
ard of Liberty and Independence. 



LONOkviTT OF THE FIRST SETTLERS -OF THE ISLAND. 

Mr. Nicholas Easton, who came, in 1638, from Hampton to 
Newport, lived to 1675, when he died a very ancient man. His 
son, Mr. John Easton, who as his father was divers times Gov- 
ernor of the CJolony, died in 1705, in the eighty-fifth year of 
his age. Mr. H. Bull, one of the eighteen that incorporated 
themselves at the first, was Governor of the Colony, and lived 
to an advanced age. Mr. Edward Thurston, who was assistant 
in 1675, and many times deputy for Newport, died 1786-7, 
aged ninety years. 

Many such instances might be given^ and many of the second 
generation, such I mean as were bom within the first twenty or 
twenty-five years, reached to fourscore and some ninety years. 
If we consider the longevity of many of the first-comers, notwith- 
standing the hardships and distresses th«y underwent, and the 
change of climate, diet, &c., and to this add the great age of 
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many of their children, we cannot call the couDtiy unhealthy, 
or the inhabitants short-lived ; and to this day, perhaps, there \b 
no spot that can be compared to the island for the durati€M of 
human life. 



SHORTNESS OF PROVISIONS. 

January 22d, 1639, it was found that there were but one 
himdred and eight bushels of corn, to supply ninety-six per- 
sons, which, at the proportion of one bushel and half-a-peck to 
each, was not then sufficient to supply them for six weeks ; and 
yet it was then more than so many months to harvest Bui 
there was plenty offish, fowl, and venison^ and soon after, even 
to this day, the necessaries of life have been plentiful. 

Some of the principal persons who came at first to the island, 
removed again in a little time, some to Long Island for krger 
accommodations, and some to Massachusetts again, where 
three of those families have made a considerable figure ever 
siuce, to this day, viz. : Hutchinson, Dunmow, and Savage. 

Mrs. Ann Hutchinson, of whom mention has been * made, 
afler being banished from Massachusetts, came to Bhodo 
Island. From thence she went with her family to East Chester^ 
in New-York, where they were all killed by the Indians, except 
one daughter, who, after remaining some time among the In- 
dians, was redeemed, and married to Mr. Cole, and lived to 
old age. A similar account is given in a history of the Indian 
wars, written by Mr. Niles. 

Edward Hutchinson, jun., was mortally wounded in Philip^s 
war. William Hutchinson came over from England in 1634, and 
died in Newport in 1642. His wife, Anne, was killed by thd 
Indians in 1643. In the records of the old or first church in 
Boston, we find Edward Hutchinson, senior, admitted a mem- 
ber in 1663, and Edward Hutchinson, junior, and William 
Hutchinson, merchant, in 1634. Several of the Hutchinson 
family came to Newport, in consequence of the religious perse- 
cutions in Massachusetts. They owned land both in Newport 
and Narragansett, and their names are frequently found on the 
records. 
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William Hutchinson, jun. (second,) Edward Hutchinson, sen., 
<^md Edward Hutchinson, jun., were among the first "purchasers 
^)f Newport, about 1636, to which allusion has been already 
snade. We also find laAd allotted there to Samuel Hutchinson, 
5n 1638. Some of the family, as before remarked, returned to 
3o6ton. See " Bull's Extracts from the State Records." 

Capt. Edward Hutchinson, by his will, proved in Boston, 
1675, gave all his Narragansett lands to his daughters, Eliza- 
beth Winslow, Ann Dyre, and Susanna Hutchinson. Susanna 
afterwards married Nathaniel Coddington, of Newport. Ann 
afterwards married Daniel Vemer, the ancestor of the present 
family of Vernon, of Newport. See " Deeds in Secretary's 
office, book 1, 442; Records at Wickford, book 2, 121, 123. 
Updike's History." There is none of the name now to be 
found in Newport, although numerous in many of the New 
England States. 

Thomas Clifton was one of the earliest settlers. From him 
the Clifton burial place takes its name. It is situated at the 
head of Golden-street ; it is an ancient ground 

William Brenton was a native of England, and previous to 

bis removal, was a respectable merchant of Boston. He came 

to Rhode Island soon after the first settlement. He was 

Deputy- Governor from 1640 to 1646 ; President of the Colony 

ftom 1660 to 1662, and Governor from 1665 to 1669. He was 

One of the largest proprietors of land on Rhode Island, and 

owned the whole of the land called Brenton's Neck. He died 

in 1674, at an advanced age, leaving three sons and four 

daughters. 

V Jaheel Brenton, was the eldest son of Governor William 
Trenton, and inherited most of the estate. He was the first 
O)llector of Boston appointed by the king. In 1699, in conse- 
C|ueDce of some personal difficulty with Sir William Phipps, 
tie Governor of Massachusetts, he went to England, when he 
^nd others preferred charges against the Governor, who, in con- 
sequence, was summoned to Whitehall, to answer for his con- 
duct. GovernorPbipps died of fever soon after he had arrived 
in England, and before the trial could take place. 

Mr. Brenton was soon after appointed Agent for the Colony 
of Rhode Island, and as such remained in England several 
years. He returned from England with a commission from the 
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King, appointing him Surveyor-General of the Customs of the 
American Colonies. 

He owned all the land in Newport, which is now known te 
Brenton's Neck, where he had his residence ; he also owned a 
large tract of land in Narragansett, being one of the original 
Pettaquamsett purchasers. 

He died in Newport, on the Sth of November, 1732, aged 77 
years, without issue. He was buried on his own land, in that 
part which is now the site of Fort Adams. By his will, he 
gave all his lands in the Neck, known as the Hammersmith and 
Bocky Farms, to his nephew, the second Jaheel Brenton. In 
1720, he built the house in Thames-street, now in the possession 
of Simmons S. Coe. Among his descendants, was the gallant 
Jaheel Brenton, Admiral of the British navy, and the Hon. 
Brenton Halliburton, of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia, 
both natives of Newport. 

In 1681, Peter Easton, and the Executor of John Clarke, 
were ordered to lay out the common burial ground in Newport, 
— ^from which it would appear that John Clarke gave the land 
for that express purpose. This burial ground had been suf 
fered to lie neglected for years, until it was painful to witness 
it, when the suggestion was made, that the subject of renova- 
ting and improving the ground should be brought up in town 
meeting, which was accordingly done, when an appropriation 
of 200 dollars was made, and subsequently $500 : and laborers 
were employed to right and paint the stones, and to lay out 
new walks, where no graves were visible. The work was com. 
menced in 1848, and the committee, under whose supervision 
the praiseworthy undertaking was commenced and completed, 
were the Hon. Edward W. Lauton, and Wm. C. Clarke, Esq. 
Mr. Clarke took a lively interest in the matter, and it reflects 
great credit on the town. 

Benedict Arnold, was bom in England in 1615 ; he came to 
this country with his father, William Arnold. They were 
among the first settlers of Providence, but afterwards formed a 
settlement at Pawtuxet In 1653, Benedict Arnold removed to 
Newport, and was admitted a purchaser there ia May, the 
same year; in, 1654, he was appointed a Commissioner for 
Newport; and, in 1657, was chosen President of the Colony, 
which he held until 1659. He was an Assistant in 1660 and 
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1661, and again President in 1662 and 1663. In the Charter of 
1663, he was named as the first Governor, and was re-elected 
by the people, with brief intervals, until 1678. He died on the 
9th of June, 1678, aged 63 years, leaving four sons and three 
daughters. He was a large proprietor of land in Newport, Con- 
nanicut, and Narragansett His house stood where the banking 
house of the Union Bank, now stands. He was buried in the 
lot which he directed to be set apart for that purpose, which is 
now an old burying-ground in the rear of the Unitarian church. 
The ground which was set apart, was three rods square, with 
the right of way to it The entrance is from Pelham street, 
through the grounds of Captain Littlefield. 

As the name of Gk}vemor Benedict Arnold, and Benedict 
Arnold, the trtutor, are liable to be blended together, we would 
state the fact, for the benefit of the reader, that there is not the 
remotest connection existing between them. Governor Arnold 
was distinguished for his virtue and integrity ; his repeated elec- 
tions to the first place in the Colony, shows his popularity, and 
the confidence which was reposed in him by his constituents. 

We would suggest the propriety of renovating the ground 
where repose the mouldering ashes of this devoted patriot We 
know not whether any collateral branches of the family exist at 
present on the island ; it is certain, however, that there are none 
m the male line. The extinction of once numerous and highly 
respectable families, on the island, shows the uncertainty of 
wmidly glory, and the vanity of relying upon any thing earthly. 



A BELL-MAN CHOSEN. 

1681. A bell-man was chosen to walk up the streets, one 
whole year, as the town shall agree, and Bicbard Barnes was 
chosen. He came out with Mr. John Clarke, the first settler on 
the islandl He was to ring if any thing be brought into the 
town, as fhiit, or fish, &c., ** he shall not need to stop at each 
place, but going along giving notice thereof by a loud noise,^^ 
This practice is still kept up in the ancient town, and does not 
disturb the nerves of the inhabitants. 
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1691. Lawrence Clarke had liberty to dig day and make 
brick, on the common near 8amuel CranstoQ^s land, he doing no 
damage ; and even before this period, permission was granted 
to miJce brick, as early as 1681. Why it was discontinued we 
have no account. 

1693. Arnold Collins petitioned for half an acre of land on the 
common, to set up a fulling mill, which was granted. John 
Easton, jr., had one quarter of an acre of land'to set up a malt- 
ing-house, to have it as long as he made malt. John Hicks 
had an acre of land on Goat Island, for a ship-yard, for him and 
his heirs and assigns, who follow sbip-building, paying such rent 
as they and the committee of the town shall agree. . 

In 1696, a Seal for the town was procured, with the device 
of a sheep. 

1699. Benjamin Bears, and John Hervey, had liberty to 
erect a building on the north end of Goat Island, to cure fiah. 
A law was made to prevent oyster shells from being burnt 
in the streets, except by the liberty of the town or lime kilns. 
It appears that shell lime was much used at that day, and 
many of the ancient buildings now standing, confirm the fact. 

Oct, 1710. The petition of Mr. Gallaway, for liberty of teach- 
ing a Latin school, in the little rooms in the school-house, wais 
granted. Newport has paid a strict regard to education, from 
the earliest period of the settlement of the island. 

" In 1782, John Mumford, surveyor, was authorized to survey 
the streets of the town ; and the Town Council directed to name 
the streets, as the town had grown to the admiration of all, and 
was the metropolitan." — Town Records, 

It is much to be regretted that the codfishery had not been 
prosecuted in Newport, as the spot is so admirably adapted to 
the business. It has been made profitable where it has been 
carried on, giving employment to seamen, as well as enriching 
the community, and no good and sufficient reason can be ofiTered 
why it should not be revived in Newport It is a safe invest- 
ment, and requiring far less capital than is needed in many other 
commercial transactions. The bounty paid by the general gov- 
ernment, aids very much in the liquidation of the expenses of 
the voyage. It would seem from the records, that in the early 
settlement of Newport, the inhabitants turned their attention to 
every kind of trade, and the rapid alid unexampled growth of 
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the place was an evidence of the enterprise which characterLeed 
the inhabitants. 

To what an extent brick was made, and how long the busi- 
ness was conducted, we have no means of knowing at this late 
period. We should rather be inclined to the belief that the 
material was not of the best kind, or otherwise the work would 
not have been abandoned. 

About twenty-five years ago, a discovery was made of yellow 
ochre, on the Taylor farm, now owned by the Hon. Wm. B. 
Lawrence. Some gentleman from abroad experimented upon it, 
hoping to be able to make a yellow paint of it, but after a fair 
trial it was given up. This gave to Taylor's Point, the modem 
name of Ochre Point, though we much prefer the former one 
for its antiquity, the property having been in possession of the 
Taylor family from a very early period of the settlement of the 
island. 



EA8T0N»S POINT. 

This Point was originally the property of Governor Nicholas 
Saston, who, on his marriage with Ann Clayton, gave it by 
deed to her, and confirmed it in his will to her as his wife. 

In 1694, a certain William Edwards, a member of the Society 
of Friends, gave by will to his executors, who were Daniel 
Gould, Edward Thurston, William James, John Lurkett, the 
residue of his estate, for the benefit of that society. In the year 
1698, they purchased of Ann Bull, widow of Governor Henry 
Boll, and previously widow of Nicholas Easton, the Point fanOi 
consisting of about sixty- five acres, part of which, in 1714, they 
laid out in house lots, and made a second division, in 1725, 
which they rented out at very low rates. The Society has the 
original plot and regular minutes of the proprietors ever since. 
The most of the land has since been disposed of, and but a few 
SKares now belong to the Society. 

In early times, the Society of Friends was very large. In 
1700, about one-half the population of Newport were of that 
persuasion, and in that year they built the present meeting- house 
in which they now worship. There have been many ministers, 
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and other eonepicuous members of that Society, who lived vol 
Newport and its vicinity. A large proportion of its Govemom 
and other officers, were of that denomination, amongst whom 
may be enumerated Wm. Goddington, Nicholas Easton, John. 
Easton, Walter Clarke, Henry Bull, John Wanton, Gideoa 
Wanton, and Governor Hopkins, all members of the Society. 
Mr. Bull says that there was a Friends' meeting-house in New- 
port, before this was built, probably soon afler they came to this 
country. It stood opposite Goddington burial-ground, which. 
was taken down and some of the materials worked into that 
which is now the rear of the present meeting-house, which ex- 
tends thirty feet north of the main building. The denomination 
from having been very numerous on the island, are at present 
greatly diminished. 

In 1704, the General Assembly passed an act for fixing the 
soldiers^ wages, whether volunteers or impressed, for the servics 
of Goat Island, at £12 per year. 

In 1696, a negro named Peter Pylatt, was executed at New- 
port, for the crime of rape, after which his body was hung in 
chains on Tommony Hill. 

It was voted to offer one penny for a blackbird's head, and 
two pennies for a crow. 

About 1660, and many years afterward, provision pay was 
one hundred per cent beneath sterling money. 

1739. This year the freemen of the town of Newport, granted 
a new company the right of extending the Long Wharf from 
Thames street, westward, across the Cove or Flats, to Sandy 
Point, called Easton's Point, across the said Point, eight hon* 
dred feet westward, to Goat Island, from low-water mark, and 
the fee and privilege to be vested in the company, together 
with the privileges of all right which the town had in the water, 
on the north and south sides of the premises, 45 feet in length, &c 

The income arising n-om the Long Wharf, was for many years 
devoted to the support of a school kept in Washington street, 
on the Point The building which belonged to the company, 
and occupied for a school, was subsequently sold ; it continued 
however, until the free school system went into operation in 
Newport. The wharf is in the hands of trustees, and what dis- 
position is made of the income, after keeping the wharf in re- 
pair, we have no means of knowing. It would certainly look, 
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ifier reading the grant made by the town to the company, that 
the/ had the exclusive right to manage it as they please. Pre- 
leot length 2183 feet 

At the North side of Long Wharf was situated Barney's 
Ferry to Connanicut — at that date there were three ferries to 
Goananicut — ^two on the Point, Barney's, Ellery's, and Can's, 
the present one from Ferry Wharf — all these ferries were con- 
itantly employed in bringing large numbers of cattle, horses and 
mules, from Connecticut, as well as from all parts of this State ; 
and an endless number of hogs were annually brought from 
Connecticut to this market, and slaughtered for shipping. 

Edward Thurston was a native of England, and came to 
Shode Island soon afler the first settlement. He held many 
important offices. He died in 1706, aged ninety years, and was 
buried in the Coddington burial-place. He left six sons and 
several daughters, from whom are descended all the Thurstons 
of this State. 

In 1710, Anthony Young had liberty to take limestone from 
the rocks in the harbor, to make lime with. We presume 
that the business was not long pursued, or otherwise the rock 
ivoold soon have disappeared. We are not able to decide on 
the quality of lime made from the rock, never having seen it 
tested. 

A committee was appointed to grant lots for wharfs round 
the Cove, and so to Gravelly Point. The first town club in 
Newport was formed this year, 1726. 

In 1733, the first market-house, on the Ferry Wharf in New 
port was built. This year the Assembly granted £50 towards 
fs-bnilding the Point Bridge in Newport. 



COLONY-HOUSE BUILT. 



1733. The General Assembly this year voted to erect a new 
Colony-House, in Nevirport, on the site where the old one stood, 
^e building to be of brick, eighty feet by forty. Peter Bours, 
^W Sanford, George Goulding, and George Wanton, were 
appointed to superintend the building. Richard Munday was 
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the architect who drew a plan of the building. In 1743, the 
Court House was not finished. 

The old Colony House was sold and removed to a lot in Pri> 
eon Lane, where it was converted into a dwelling-house, and is 
still standing. The Colony House, or the present State Housoi 
is a beautiful specimen of architecture. Eronting the Parade, 
with the Mall on the left, gives to it an imposing appearance. 

In 1783, the clock in the State House was put up by Benja- 
min Dudley, an ingenious clock and watch-maker of Newport 
The expense was defrayed by private subscription. 

In 1774, Christopher Gardner, a native of Newport, opened 
a Circus, in which he performed surprising feats of horseman- 
ehip. He was the son of Henry Gardner, who was the keeper 
of a tavern, at the bead of Tanner street, in Newport 

" NEWPORT, JuNi 15, 1774. 
HORSEMANSHIP, 

BY CHEISTOPHER GARDNER, 

THB ORIGINAL AMERICAN RIDER, 

WHO WILL PBSFOIM OIT 

ONE, TWO, AND THREE HORSES, 

Hawlj an tlie parti which were exhibited here hj tha ealebnlad 

MR. BATES. 

Id wraral of which parti, it ii allowed by good jodgei, he UXly eqpiala, or xaHhm 
axoeli, any thing of the kind erer performed in thii ooimtiy. 

TO-MORROW, 

GaATia, for the Entertainment of all who 
pleaie to attend. 

If the weather be good, if not, the next day, he will Ride at the noitli- 

eait part of Newport ; 

and there will be performed 

TAYLOR RIDING TO BRENTFORD. 

The doon win be opened at Three o'clock in the Afternoon ; and he wiU mool 
preciiely at Poor. The leati are initable for ladiei and gentlemen. 

Tioketi, at a Qnarter-of-a-dollar each, to be had of Mann. Ichabod Potter, Bobirt 
Lillibridge, jnn., William Daris, and at the Printing-offioe, by those who duM 
to pay. 

* TU hoped no penofu wU bring any dogt wUk tlum, 

Mr. Gardner expecti to giye entire mUifaction, and will gratefully aoknowli4|t 
an the fayoon of thoie ladiei and gentlemen who wUl oblige him with llMir 



«onpany," 



[Prtm the original printed HandbOL] 
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In 1770. On Wednesday, died at Portsmouth, on the island, 
Mrs. Mary Thomas, and Mrs. Abigail Burrington, widows, 
both in the 81st year of their age : they were both bom in one 
year, died in one day, and were both buried the same day. 

'^ Some persons from Connecticut, came to town a few days 
since, with a large sum of money, in order to purchase goods ; 
but failing of a supply here, they proceeded immediately to 
Newport" — From tlie Providence Paper, 1770. 



THE CBEWLESS VESSEL. 

1750. This year a remarkable circumstance occurred at 
Newport A vessel was discovered one morning, apparently 
coming from the eastward, close in to Easton's Beach, with all 
sails standing ; she seemed suddenly to alter her course, avoid- 
ing the rocks, and directly came on shore, at the north-west 
comer of the beach. No one having been seen on board, she 
was boarded by some fishermen, who were spectators of the 
scene, and to their great surprise and astonishment, no person 
was found on board, but they found the table set for breakfast, 
the kettle boiling, a dog and caX in the cabin, and every thing 
undisturbed, except the long-boat, which was missing, as if the 
crew had that moment left her. 

The vessel proved to be a brig, belonging to Mr. Isaac 
Steele, a merchant of Newport, which had been houdy expected 
from the Bay of Honduras. She had been spoken a day or 
two before, by a vessel which had arrived in port The brig 
was commanded by Gapt HuxhauL No tidings were ever 
heard of him or his crew, and what became of them will 
probably remain forever a mystery. , 

" It is a fearful mjatery, 

That liM nnfatlioin'd^et ; 
There neTer oame a word or dgn, 
From those we still regret 

I dare not muse upon their fate, 

Its horror, its despair ; 
But all amoDg the gaiers knew, 

No mortal hand was there t'' 
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The vessel was afterwards got off, and "William Lee, the 
grandfather of Robert P. Lee, Esq., cashier of thel^hode Island 
Union Bank, assisted in getting her off. She was brought 
round to Godfrey Melbone's wharf, and sold to Henry Collins, 
then an eminent merchant of Newport, who changed her name 
to the Beach Birdy by which name she made many voyages. 
This vessel is said to have been in existence, as late as when 
the British forces took possession of this island ; they found 
her dismantled at one of the wharves, cut her down, and con- 
verted her into an armed galley. The most probable conjec- 
ture which can be formed of this singular event is, that the 
crew, becoming terrified on hearing the sound of the breakers, 
and considering their danger to be imminent, had recourse to 
the longboat, and thus perished. 



EXECUTION OF PIRATES. 

Two pirate sloops, the Ranger, and the Fortune, which had 
committed vanous piracies on the high seas, being in company, 
on the 8th of May, 1723, captured the ship Amsterdam Mer- 
chant, John Weliand, master ; the day after which capture they 
plundered and sunk the ship. On the 6th day of June, in lat. 
39®, they took a Virginia sloop, rifled her, and let her go, who 
the next day fell in with His Majesty^s ship, the Greyhound^ 
Oapt. Solg*d, of 20 guns, to whom they related the circum- 
stances of their late capture and release. Capt. Bolgard imme- 
diately pursued, and on the 10th, came up with the pirate 
sloops, about 14 leagues south of the east end of Long Island, 
who, mistaking him for a merchant ship, immediately gave 
chase, and soon commenced firing on the Greyhound, under a 
black flag, but then hauled down the black flag and hoisted a 
red one. The Greyhound ^succeeded in captunng one of the 
sloops, after having seven men wounded, but the other pirate 
escaped. The Greyhound came with the prize into the harbor 
of Newport, and the pirates, thirty-six in number,' were com- 
mitted for trial ; twenty-six were sentenced to be hanged, 
which execution took place on Gravelly Point, opposite the 
town, on the 19th July, 1723. After execution, their bodies 
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wen carried to Ck>at Island, and buried on the shore, between 
high and low-water mark.' 

The names of the pirates that were executed on Friday, July 
the 19th, 1723, at Newport, on Ehode Island, were — 
Gharies Harris Thomas Hugget 



Thomas Linniear Peter Cues 

Daniel Hyde William Jones 

Stephen Mundon Edward Eaton 

Abraham Lacy John Brown 

Edward Lawson James Sprinkly 

John Tompkins Joseph Sound 

Frands Laughton Gharies Church 

John FitEgerald John Waters 

William Studfield Thomas Powell 

Owen Bice Joseph Libbey 

William Read Thomas Hazel 

William Blades John Bright. 

Most of these men were foreigners ; but one belonged to 
Bhode Island They were principally natives of England. 
Perhaps there never was a greater number executed at any 
one period, in the history of this country. 

Block Island, was named afler Adrian Block, a Dutch navi- 
gator, who, in the summer of 1644, built on the banks of the 
Hudson, the first decked vessel ever built within the old United 
States. The vessel was called Yatchy and made her first voy- 
age through Hell Gate, into the Sound, as far as Cape Cod, by 
the Vineyard. It was on this voyage that Block Island was 
diaoovered. The island is about nine miles long, and contains 
a population of 1,262, according to the- last census, in 1850. 
They are a hardy race of men, engaged principally in fishing 
and agriculture. It is nine miles to the nearest land. 

The codfish cured by the islanders, commands a higher price 
in the market, than those which are taken, and cured elsewhere. 
The soil is rich and fertile, which enables them to export oats, 
stock, poultry, &c. Their boats, which are perfectly unique ia 
their construction, will live in a gale, while larger crafl have to* 
make a harbor. There is. on the island, three places of public* 
worship. One close communion, and two free-will Baptist 
churcheif. It lays thirty miles southwest from Newport.. 
A number of pirates were executed in November^ as appears 
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by an Act of the Aasembly, for pAying the expense of the o 
viotion and execution. Tbey are said to have been executed 
the lot, near the Powder-house, at Newport, which afterwa 
bore the name of the '' Gallow^s Field." 

William Jeffiray, was a native of England ; at what time 
came to America m unknown, but we find him in Masaachusc 
as early as 1628. He came to Rhode Island soon after 
first settlement, and, in 1639, was one of the persons appoini 
to set off the lands of the first settlers of Newport. 

He appears to have been held in great respect by the cd 
ists, and was consulted on all important occasions, and was i 
eral times an assistant or deputy from Newport He was 
England about the time of the trial and execution of Charles 
which it is probable, was the origin of a tradition which ! 
always existed, that he was one of the judges on the trial of t 
unfortunate monarch, and as such his grave is pointed oat 
this day. He owned a farm of about seventy acres on the Nc 
and the point extending out from the farm, is called JefBri 
Point The extremes of the Neck belonged to Goggeshall i 
Brenton, while the centre part embraced Price's Neck. ^ 
presume Price was an owner, as well as Jeffray's. He died 
the 2d of June, 1675, at the advanced age of eighty-five yei 
and was buried in the common burial place. 

Hare Ikth intarrad, tlM body of 
WILL. JEFFBAT, GENT. 

WHO DBPABTSD THIS UPS ON TC 2d DAT OF JUNK, 1876w 

In the 85th year of hb Age. 



Since every tomb an epitaph can haye, 

The mnaea owe their tribute to this 

And to sncoeeding ages recommend 

His worthy name, who lired and died their friend. 

TITIT P0«r TKMEMM TimTUS. 
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DISTRESSING ACCIDENT. 

Sept. 17, 1744, was memorable for a most distreflsiiig acci- 
dent, which took place in Newport A number of gentlemen 
had collected on the wharf of Col. Maibem, to view the fitting 
OQt of two privateers, when a quantity of powder, which had 
been }daced in one of the stores, bj some unaccountable means, 
eqiloded, killing or wounding a number of persons. 

By this accident, the town lost three of its principal citi- 

IBM, William Goddington, Esq., Mr. Grant, and John Gidley, 

Bk]., who were either killed or died of their wounds. Mr Cod- 

dingtcm was a grandson of Governor Goddington, and had held 

many offices in the colony. Mr. Grant was a native of Scotland, 

sod a respectable merchant of Newport ; he was the maternal 

grandfather of the late Christopher G. Champlin; and Mr. 

Otdley was an enterprising merchant, and son of Judge Gidley, 

<^tfae Vice- Admiralty Court The house owned and occupied 

fy Kr. Gidley, passed from his grandson to the late Major 

%<eese, and is now in possession of the heirs of the late Thomas 

Si^oeze, of the United States Navy. The street north, is named 

6idey, in honor of that gentleman. To those who are fond of 

romiiiiscences, such incidents will prove highly interesting and 

amnfflng. Newport has been the scene of many wonderful 

^^vents, and it would be impossible to embody, in a work of this 

kind, aU of them, but as a record of facts, we have aimed to give 

tlie' reader the benefit of the most striking incidents which have 

oocurpsd on the island. 

Col. William Goddington, was son of Thomas and Mary God- 
^™gton, and grandson of the elder Gov. William Goddington, 
^bo emigrated from England to Boston with Gov. Winthrop, 
*^ 1630. His first wife was Comfort Arnold, eldest daughter 
^^ Benedict, son or grandson of Gov. Benedict Arnold. CoL 
^^dington was bom January 1st, 1690, and was a welledu- 
f*^ and accomplished gentleman. The Kev. John Callender, 
^ J^B century sermon, delivered in Newport, in 1738, which was 
^^djcat^ to him, says : 

** It is not barely to give you a public testimony of my grati- 
^^Q for many personal favors, nor yet that esteem and respect 
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which all men bear you, for your singular equity and bene- 
volence, not only in private life, but in all the various oflSces in 
which you have adorned your country, that I prefix your name 
to these papers — ^but because an attempt to recover some ac- 
count of this happy island, and to make a religious improvement 
of the merciful providence of Gk>d towards it, is justly due to 
the lineal representative of that worthy gentleman, who was the 
great instrumeAt of its original settlement. 

" If the following discourse has done any justice to the 
memory and character of the pious people who first settled this 
colony ; or, if it has any tendency to promote the true, original 
ends of this plantation, I am sure of your patron&ge. And, as 
to what relates to some articles, different from your judgment 
and practice in religious matters, the generosity and candor you 
inherit from your great ancestors, will easily bear with me in 
endeavoring to vindicate my own opinions on such an occasion.^ 

Such an eulogium, from the pen of the gifted Gallender, on 
the excellencies of character which were possessed by Col. Crod- 
dington, and his ancestor Gov. Goddington, place them in th^ 
first rank as the advocates of those sound and liberal principles, 
which operated in a most remarkable manner, in building up 
this colony. 

It would seem from a perusal of Mr. Callender's sermon, that 
he was entirely free from sectarianism. While he took the 
liberty to think for himself, and to make his own deductions, he 
left to others the same inherent right, and hence a mutual good 
feeling existed among the different branches of Christ's Church 
in Newport, and which has continued to a great degree, and 
perhaps greater than in any other spot in New-England. 



JOHN CLABKE, AND THE CHABTSB OF 16C3. 

Having already alluded to John Clarke, and the important 
part which he took in the cause of religious Hberty, we now 
propose to enter more fully on the work, as this is a point of 
vital interest to the inhabitants of the ancient metropolis. Too 
long have the laurels been plucked from his brow to grace those 
of another, without one voice being raised in its oondemnatioD. 
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Like Americas Yeepuciua, who stole the glory from Columbus, 
to enrich and ennoble his own character, so has the merit been 
bestowed on WiUiams, which pre-eminently belongs to Clarke. 
We have said that owing to the decline of commerce in New- 
port, which was her chief support, and which made her the 
second commercial emporium in the Colonies, has followed in 
its train, a want of tdf -respect^ in not fearlessly asserting her 
just claims, of being the first in the sacred cause of human 
rights. Adverse providences in communities, as well as indi- 
viduals, are apt to lessen the interest which should ever pre- 
dominate in the human mind, to stand by the principles which 
were purchased at a great sacrifice by our pious forefathers, 
and never permit them to be wrested from us with impunity. 
This has been sadly realized in the matter now under consider- 
ation. There has been a spirit at work in this State which has 
operated most sensibly against tha^ true independence of 
character, which ought most especially to distinguish this 
people above othena. A few have assumed to have in posses, 
sion all the wisdom, to guide and direct the affairs both of 
Church and State, and to crush the least emotion of patriotism, 
which has occasionally burst forth from the bosom of others. 
It is to this cause alone that we attribute the want of talent so 
obviously witnessed in this State. The question is often asked 
by those of other States, — '' Are there no minds in Rhode Island 
qualified to compete with men of other sections, whose abilities 
have assisted them to the highest posts of honor and distinc- 
tion ?" Our reply has ever been in the affirmative ; and that 
the only cause has arisen from not encouraging and putting 
men forward, but rather laboring to hold them back, for fear 
that their own ignorance would be the more apparent. What ' 
other valid reason can be offered ? Have we not facilities for 
education ? Is there not an institution called Brown University, 
which professes to rank high in the scale of literature ? Then 
what prevents the development of mind ? Is the moral soil 
sterile and unproductive ? Is this our unhappy lot ? The 
reason is too plain and obvio.us to admit of a question — ^it is the 
want of independence to speak out boldly our thoughts ; every 
thing has become stereotyped^ in morals and in politics, so that 
the moment a sentiment is advanced, not in agreement with 
previous views, such minds must be sacrificed on the altar of 
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tmjfii^^ft, W^5e th^ pnce budcs. of tb» " Ind of Boger 
WHzsQe."^ M the haiEiomtd ifwc wiboe Sbotr of eonaci/mce is 
ccjoj^It jfi^aias.oclr ine^Arjr/ viife che pracdcal workhig 10 
TtMtrktioik widi a reccessce Xcv, thi§ ipcm <£d Bot fonneriy 
exiat ^> iho: d^gnae In the capcul oiT dke State, md God gnmt 
cL^t It ne7^ oajr, Xerer let :c be sud that on the spot which 
VjZ^aLvA the Mhes of & Clarke and a Coddington, the peoj^e 
bare become so fiir recreast to the principles espouaed bj thoae 
aolnted patrkyts, as to permit the light which emanated from 
them to be extiogxicshed fbrerer. 

Mr. Garke proccred the Charter, against the combined in- 
lueiy» of MaaBaehoaettBr whose appointed agents were Edward 
Winslow, and John Winthiop. 

The Looor of obtaining the charter of 1663, bdongs to John 
Clarke alone ; for, as Mr. Backus has obserred, ^* There is not 
one word in the first charter aboat ' Religion, or Libertjr of 
Conscience.' But John Clarke's charter of Charles the 2d, has 
il fully expressed.*' — ^Backus, toL 1, p. 91. Now when it is 
considered that Mr. Clarke mcrtgaged bjs propertj to go on his 
mission, and was absent tweiTe years from his family ; and >at 
the court of Charles 2d, labored asmduously to procure the 
instrument, and did procure it, — who, we ask, has the right to 
share with htm the honor ? It was his conciliating manners, 
which was the means in the accomplishment of the object It 
was a most remarkable instrument, considering the source firom 
whence it emanated. It granted every thing which Mr. Clarke 
wbhed or desired, and the State would hare been far better 
off, had they remained under it to this day. For, in throwing 
it off, so far from improTiog their liberties, the result has been 
a diminution of their political rights. 

In Allen's Biographical Dictionary , article, " Clarke, John, — 
On the principles afterwards set forth in the ' Declaration of 
American Independence,' as you have justly observed ; and, 
perhaps, Mr. Editor, you may not be aware of the fact, that 
Mr. Jefferson himself stated to a gentleman of this State, now 
deceased, who visited him about twenty years ago, that he 
derived those principles from our ancestors, with whose history 
and writings he seemed to be minutely acquainted, and espe^ 
vially of Mr. Clarke, of whom he spoke, highly contrasting him 
with Williams, Locke, &c., and preferring him for his mild, 
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yet finn connsteQcy with which he maintained the great principles 
which he promiilgated contemporaneously with Williams, (while 
Locke was forty years behind them,) and for his persevering, 
aelf-sacrificing, and efficient efforts in establishing them in the 
oharter he procured of Charles II. To Mr. Clarke, he gave the 
credit of being the author ^ as well as procurer of that charter. 
And here I would observe, that great injustice has been done to 
ICr. Oarke, in ascribing to Mr. Williams the authorship of that 
charter; and why deprive Mr. Clarke, whose ability, diligence, 
and interest in the hearts of our superiors our fathers praised 
and ocmfided in, of the credit due to his services ? Was he in- 
tmor to Mr. Williams in talents, education, weight of charac- 
ter, influence, or efficiency of service ? I believe it to be suscep- 
tible of proof, that he was not, in either. 

Nather was Mr. Williams in England at the time, — ^he went 
in company with Mr. Clarke, in 1651, but returned in 1654, 
while Mr. Clarke continued steadily at his post, to look after the 
interests of the colony, contending with the agents of Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut, until 1663. And the charter which he 
procured of King Charles, contains no principles which Mr. 
Clarke had not maintained before he lefl Ebode Island. Indeed, 
as earfy as the 12th of March, 1640, long before the settlements 
were united, the Assembly of the island, solemnly recognized 
Ihe great principles of civil and religious liberty, and passed the 
" first legislative act on record, relating to liberty of conscience." 
— ^Monday's Courrier^ in relation to the late '' New-England 
Festivar' in New- York. 

Here is an admission which we are very happy to chronicle. 
Thus, the claim of Mr. Williams, resting as it does, on the sup- 
posed influence of Sir Henry Fane, must fall, and the charter 
must stand as the charter of John Clarke, and he be allowed to 
flhare equally with Mr. Williams, the high honor of establishing 
the first government in the world, which gave to all, equal civil 
and religious liberty. 

To Mr. Clarke, the colony of Rhode Island was, in our opinioD, 
indebted in a greater degree, than to any other of her founders. 
He was the original projector of the settlement of the island, and 
one of its first and oldest civilians. In reducing the government 
to order, Mr. Clarke was much relied on, and held the first rank 
in legislative intelligence. He was to the rude and boisterous 
materials among which his lot was east, what the pendulum is 
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to the time-piece. We never find him eDgagec 
veny with those of differeDt persaasions ; but 
endeavoriDg to practice and establish what he 
tion to all. — Memoirs of Rhode Island. 

After Mr. Clarke's return, he was "tmp 
public offices, Was elected Deputy Gk>vemor, 
cessively, in two of which he accepted the offic 
cems of the State did not prevail with him, as 
many, to neglect the affairs of religion. 

We think that it would be fully as appropri 
land of Clarke as of Williams, after having re 
which has been offered, of who was the actual 
charter of Charles II., in 1663. 

It behooves the inhabitants of Newport, to sj 
and to venerate his worth. Let it be embla 
public building, ''to be known and read of 
our children may learn to esteem a man who ha£ 
them, such inestimable privileges. Many scare 
such a one ever existed, or fulfilled his part » 
our duty to rescue from oblivion, his name and 
which were appreciated by so gifted a mind as Jc 

The subject is a fruitful one, and might bo eztt 
are reminded that in a work like this, brevity if 
order to glance at the various events which hav 
our history. 

Let the Plantations exult and triumph in its fo 
Williams, while the State of Rhode Island, of wl 
is the capital, should continue to glory in the m< 
sainted, patriotic John Clarke, its founder and bene 
moral character has never been surpassed, and his piety never 
been questioned. 

1666. Dr. John Clarke was appointed by the Assembly to 
digest the laws. 

THE RECEPTION OF THE CHABTEB BT THE PEOPLE 

OF NEWPORT. 

This Charter was received with great joy. It was brought 
from Boston by Capt. George Baxter, and was read publicly 
at Newport, Nov. 24, 1663. The records say : 

" The s«d letters, with His Mqesty's royal stamp, and the 
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Md M>], with mncb becoming gravity, were bdd up on high, 

d [nveented to the public view of tbe people." 

Tkaoka were voted to the Eiog, to the Eari of ClorendoD, 

d to Mr. Clarice, together with a resolution to pay all his ez- 

DBK, and to present him with £100. It was alao voted that 

!5 Heriing be paid to Capt George Baxter from tbe colony, 

r bit servicea as bearer of the Charter. This was a proud day 

^ Newport — ihe appeared in her true digni^, and felt her 

(Wiiority. 

^e firat Aaaembly imder the Charter, the fundamental law 

the State, was held at Nevrport, March 4th, 1663-4. Mr. 
Miedict Arnold was created by the Charter, the first Qovemor, 

iltiim Brenton, Lieut Qovemor, and William Baulston, Wil- 
30 Field, John ti-reene, John Coggeaball, Joseph Clarke, 
unea Barker, Roger Willianw, Thomas Olney, John Porter, 
■nlal Houlden, aaaistants. 
The following are the names of the deputies who were re- 
rood from Newport : John Card, Richard Tew, John Cran- 
Ml, William Dyre, John Gould, and Caleb Car, afterwards 
tpvemor of the State. 

At this session the Seal of tbe colony was fixed. An anchor, 
ilh the word Hope, over it, and the words Rhode Island and 
Kmdence Flantatjons, as follows : 
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It was voted that the island called Patience, be added and 
joined to Portsmouth. 

This was the commencement of a new era in the history of the 
State, and the people continued to venerate this charter until 
within a few years, when it was thought that too great ioequal- 
ity existed in the representation, and in the elective franchise, 
but the effects which followed the attepapt to change the mode 
and form of government, being of so painful and ludicrous a 
character, has rather led us to doubt whether, on the whole, we 
have actually gained or lost, by throwing aside the charter and 
adopting a Constitution, which is now the fundamental law of 
the State. 

An extension m theory and in practise, is quite a^ different 
thing ; there may be the semblance of liberty, while liberty does 
not in fact, exist It would have been full as politic to have 
retained the charter, and extended suffrage to every native-bam 
citizen, with such other improvements as were necessary, as to 
have abandoned an instrument which embodied so many privi- 
leges, and under which the State so long enjoyed peace, happi- 
ness, and prosperity. But steam power is now in operation, and 
we must get off the track. 



THE CHAIR OF STATE. 

• 

The old chair of state, in which Governor Benedict Arnold 
sat at the reception of the charter in 1663, when it was pro- 
claimed in the presence of all the freemen of the Colony, at 
Newport, is still in being, though somewhat shorn of its pris- 
tine honors. It belongs to our respected fellow-citizen, Isaac 
Gould, Esq., at whose house in Thames-street, it may at any 
time be seen. 



A TALB OF TIlfBS PAST,— IN THE DATS OF OOVBRNOR 

BENEDICT ARNOLD. 

** Old dudr, no longer aebei the iMad, 
Of him who sat in sUtelj piido 
On thy o«k seat| whilst heralds read 
What moderns now deride — 

The * Chabtbb V " 
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" On ft bright sunmer'i dftj, m sweetly ihone the suo, 
The fltreets of Newport echoed, to the sonnd of gun and dmm ; 
And brarely shone each officer, wYth pointed bead and lace, 
And lofelj smil'd eaoh maiden, to all of the olden raee. 

Abhold a braT« war-honw stiode, which proodly tramp'd the way, 
Puioed his oonne, with tabours bright, look'd decorous and gay ; 
Lood cheers aseended high, from tower, and tent, and shore. 
Am troop on troop of soldiers grim, pass'd by with trumpet's roar. 

Bamar and ptmum, waring wide, on arquebuss and blade, 
8ecmM proudly brare, and shone with joy, on Newport's gay parade | 
On a bright canopy, coTcred o'er, with crimson cloth and gold. 
On which was wron^ by skilful hands, heraldic emblems bold. 

• 
Stood this Old Chair of by-gone days, the Charter's oaken seat, 
Whereon emblaion'd, rich and gay, did England's arms complete 
The Chair, — ^with fitting panoply, high backed, strong, and grand, 
Thai old oak Chair, look'd gaily there, forerer may it stand. 

* Long Uto King Charles !' the heralds cried, and thousands did rep^. 
While Abhold, with a noble grace, sat in the old chair high ; 
Lady high-born^ and lorely maid, knight, squire, and page were seen, 
Disporting on that gala day, in garments rich and sheen. 

The hearens smU'd, the birds sang gay, and music fill'd the air. 
On that bright day of pageantry, thou olden oaken Chair ; 
But many a year has long gone by, and all those glories fled, 
While he who sat upon that seat, now sleeps among the dead. 

And sare his crumbling grare-stone dim, with tall grass orergTown^ 
With letters dim, to tell of him, old Chair, thou art alone ; 
That dream has fled, and gay no more, the world glides careless by, 
The Chair of State no more is great, or glitters in the eye." 



Newport being the metropolis, as she was the most JUmrish- 
ing and populous town in the Colony, the freemen of the whole 
Colony assembled there, to vote for general officers for the year 
ensuing, agreeably to " An Act regulating the Elections of 
General Officers." 
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LAWS, 

Made and passed by the General Assembly of Hub Majesty's 
Colony of Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations, begun 
and held at Newport, the first day of March, 1663-1664 : 

'^ And that each and every person that shall vote by proxy ^ 
shall, on the Town Meeting-day next preceding the General 
Election, openly, in said meeting, deliver in his votes to the 
Town-Clerk of the town wherein he dwells, with his name 
written at length on the backside or the bottom thereof, which 
votes so taken shall be immediately sealed up by the Town- 
Clerk, and by him delivered either to an Assistant Justice, 
Warden, or Deputy of said town, who shall be by the said 
Town-meeting appointed for the same ; by him delivered to 
the Governor or Deputy Governor in open Court, before the 
Election proceed at Newport" 

This was the origin of the word " Prox," or " Prozing- 
day." 

It will be seen that the privilege granted by the above Act 
of voting by proxy at the General Election at Newport, seems 
first to have become a law at this time. But voting in person, 
at Newport, (if the freeman preferred it,) was not abolished 
until August, 1760, nearly one hundred years afterwards. 

This was done for the better accommodation of those who^ 
living at a remote distance from Newport, could not make it 

convenient always to attend in person. But such were the 
attractions at the capital, that all that could attend, availed 
themselves of the privilege of being present, and enjoying the 
amusements, which were of the most interesting and pleasing 
character. 

Tradition informs us, that a sloop filled with freemen, was 
purposely run on the Bishop Kock, in order to favor one party, 
at the expense of the other. It was a common practice to get 
some of the freemen " half seas" over, and then land them on 
Prudence Island, or some other of the intermediate places, in 
order to prevent their voting. 

The head-quarters in Newport, where they immediately 
.-repaired on their arrival, was Governor Wanton's, and Governor 
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Whepple's, in Thames-street, and others, where suroptuoos 
tables were spread, including wines and liquors of the choicest 
kinds, such as is rarely found at this day, and the effects fol« 
lowing their indulgence, oflen led to angry discussion, and 
even to fisti-cuffing between the belligerent parties. 

It must have been a novel sight, to have witnessed the crowds 
which congregated at Newport, under their respective cham- 
pioDS, nobly ^^ battling'' for their political preferences. The 
largest liberty was then enjoyed, each one felt that they pos- 
sessed the sovereign right to speak out, and act out, their 
undisguised sentiments, without fear or favor. Political hypo- 
crites, were not then so abundant ; and political principle was 
not then, as now, ^* five loaves and two small fishes,'' as the 
late Hon. John 0. Calhoun once remarked. 

It should be borne in mind, that there was no " gag law" in 
operation, and no proscription tolerated. Moral courage was 
a Tirtae, which then animated the breast of man, and which 
would not allow him to pay a blind devotion at the shrine of 
Mammon, and thereby barter away his political rights for a 
« mess of pottage." 

Independence of character was the characteristic of the 
period, agreeably to the principles adopted by the early settlers 
of the island, and which had been sanctioned and approved by 
the freemen on the main. 

Mr. Callender, in speaking of John Clarke, says, " He was a 
faithful and useful minister, courteous in all the relations of life, 
and an ornament to his profession, and to the several offices 
which he sustained. His memory is deserving of lasting honor, 
for his efforts towards establishing the first government in the 
world, which gave to all equal civil and religious liberty. To 
no man is JRhode Island more indebted than to him. Ho was 
the original projector of the settlement of the island, and one 
of its ablest legislators. No character in Now England is of 
purer &me than John Clarke." 

It could s(iarcely be thought possible that so good a man as 
Mr. Clarke could have been arrested in the godly State of Mas- 
$ackuseits, and thrust into prison ! and this on Lord's day, 
July 20th, 1651 ; and on the 3 1st of that month, by order of 
the Court of Assistants, held ia Boston, Mr. Clarke and breth- 
reui reoeived the following sentence, viz. : Mr. Clarke pay £20, 
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or be severely whipped ; Mr. Holmes, £30, or be whipped ; 
and Mr. Crandall, £5, or be whipped ; — and this alone for 
oonscience toward Ood, in dififering from their brethren in 
HasBachusetCB, on the subject of '^ Infant Baptism." None 
suffered whipping but Mr. Hohnes, who received thirty stripes, 
administered with the greatest imaginable severity." — Ross^t 
Historical Discourse. 

It is no wonder that Mr. Clarke labored to procure a chaner, 
granting to all civil and religious liberty, after havmg experi- 
enced such intolerance on the part of the Massachuaett^s 
rulers. 

Mr. Clarke died on the 20th April, 1676, in the 66th year of 
his age. Mr. Backus says, " he was bom October the Sth, 
1609 ; married Elizabeth, the daughter of John Harges, Eaq., 
of Bedfordshire, England. In a power of attorney signed by 
them. May 12, 1656, he styles himself, ' John Clarke, physioiani 
of London.' It was for the recovery of a legacy of £20 per 
annum, that was given her by her father, out of the Manor of 
Weetingworth, Bedfordshire. Where he had his education, I 
know not ; but the following clause in his will, may give some 
idea of his learning, viz. : 'Item, — ^unto my loving friend, 
Bichard Bayley, I give and bequeath my Concordance, and 
Lexicon thereto belonging, written Jby myself, being the fruit 
of several years' study; my Hebrew Bible, Buxtorff's and 
Parson's Lexicon, Cotton's Concordance, and all the rest of my 
books.' His first wife died without issue. His second wife 
was Mrs. Mary Fletcher, who died April 19th, 1672, leaving an 
only daughter, who died at the age of 1 1 years. His third 
wife was the widow, Sarah Davis, who survived him. Mr. 
Clarke, according to his request, was buried between his two 
wives, in the burial ground, on the west side of Tanner-street| 
(which lot he gave the Church.) He left also an estate of oon- 
mderable Value, in the hands of trustees, empowered to choose 
their successors, for the relief of the poor and the education of 
children, accordiDg to instructions given in his will, — ^which 
instructions are, *• That in the disposal of that which the Lord 
hath bestowed upon me, and with which I have now entrusted 
you, and your successors, shall have special regard and care ; 
to provide for those that fear the Lord ; and in all things, and 
at all times, so to discharge the trust which I have reposed in 
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you, as may be most to the glory of Ood, and the good and 
benefit of those for yrhom it is by me especially intended." 

Mr. darkens estate was prized at £1080 i2s., by James 
Barker, Thomas Ward, and Philip Edes, who made oath to the 
iDventory, Kay 17, 1696. The farm and neck, they apprized at 
£530, and its late annual income has been $220, as Josias Lyn- 
don, Esq., one of the assigns, stated. The two farms in Mid- 
dletown, contain about one hundred and fifty acres, and the rents 
arising from the same, at the present time, amount to $700 per 
annum. 

It is very evident that Mr. Clarke designed the gifl to benefit 
the poor, and to educate the children of the church. For no 
language could have been employed, more significant than he 
has employed : " You, and your successors, shall have special 
regard and care to provide for those who fear the Lord." They 
"were the objects of his regard, and he felt constrained, as a 
Christian, that the sheep and lambs of the flock should be pro- 
Tided for, and not permitted to want, which would be a gross 
reflection on the Christian character. This will, we conceive^ 
has been perverted from the original intent of the donor, by ap- 
propriating a portion of the income to the support of the minis- 
try, to the neglect of the poor. We are not apprised whether 
any case at present exists, where the poor and indigent have 
occaraon to seek shelter in the town Asylum ; we trust, for the 
honor of our native town, that such is not the case. Such, how- 
ever, has been the painful fact, and so long as the poor of the 
church are not sought out and made comfortable, not one dollar 
of the Clarke bequest should be appropriated to the support of 
the ministry. The " glory of God," which has been construed 
to favor the diversion of this gift, can in no higher sense be pro- 
moted, thi|n in feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked ; for 
(Jod's glory consists essentially, in his goodness. Gov. Lyndon 
owned the house which he gave the Society for a parsonage, 
hat which unfortunately has passed into other hands. 

Mr. Clarke left three brothers — ^Thomas, Joseph, and Carew. 
The numerous family of Clarkes, of Ehode Island, mostiy sprung 
firom them. Joseph Clarke settled in Westerly, E. I. We find 
that the Bev. Joseph Clarke, jr., was in the Seventh-Day Bap- 
tist church of Westerly, now Hopkinton, also the Bev. Joseph 
Clarke, sen., stands enrolled as a member of said church. In 
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1G92, he was clerk of Baid church, and rengned that office May 
21, 1708, and Joseph Clarke, jr., was appointed to fill that place. 
Bev. Joseph Clarke was ordained Aug. 12th, 1712. Bey. Thoa. 
Glarke was ordained as elder, Oct. 2, 1750. Bev. Joshua Clarke, 
his son, was ordained as elder, in May, 1768. All the for^;oiDg 
Clarkes, except John, have been pastors of the church of Hop- 
Idnton, then Westerly. — From the Church Records, 

Judge Samuel Clarke, of Portsmouth, R I., is in regular 
descent from this highly distinguished family. He has six broth- 
ers and two sisters, now living at Clarkesville,>Brookfield, N. 7. 
The Hon. John H. Clarke, Senator to Congress, from Bhode 
Island, is also of the same family, and has distinguished himsdf 
in the various important stations which he has been called to 
occupy. Also W. Edward Clarke, Esq., of Providence, who 
has in his possession the Bible, formerly belonging to John 
Clarke. 

TO TBI MBMOBT OF 

DOCTOR JOHN CLARKE, 

Out of the original poiohMen and proprietor! of thit Island ; and OBt of Hw 

fonnden of the Firrt Baptist Chnroh in Newport, its Ini 

pastor, and monifloent benefaetor. 

He died on the 20th of April, 1676, in the 66th year of hiiafti 

And is here Interred. 

THIS MOirOMKNTWAa BBICTBO IT BX8 TBVaTBM. 



Hay the descendants of the Clarke's follow the example of 
their illustrious predecessor. 

Jeremiah Clarke. — ^We have not been able to trace any con- 
nection between this family and that of John Clarke, one of the 
first settlers. It is possible that they were remotely connected, 
though we should rather be inclined to doubt it Jeremiah 
Glarke was Governor of the colony in 1745, and died in New- 
port, 11th month, 1751, and was buried in a tomb which now 
stands by the water side. — Friends^ Records. 

He was father of Governor Walter Clarke. Weston Clarke^ 
the Becorder, and Bev. James Clarke, of the Second Baptist 
ohorch of Newport, were grandsons of Jeremiah Clarke. They 
were among the early settlers of Newport Many of th^ des- 
cendants have been highly respectable. 
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There is a traction that this family originated from the Hon. 
ris Latham, who was Falconer to His Majesty, King Charles 
I. This was an office of distinction. He is also said to have 
been an illegitimate child of King Charles, the sot, and lived to 
the advanced age of 100 years. This Latham subsequently mar- 
ried, and had two daughters, one of whom married Sandal 
Honlden, of Warwich, one of the original settlers, and the other 
a Clarke, the father of Jeremiah, and the grandfather of Walter 
CSarke, and these are the descendants of said Lewis Latham. 
The name of Latham is often found as the Christian name of 
families in Newport. We had in our possession, until witWn 
a few years, a portrait of Lewis Latham, but by some unac- 
countable negligence on the part of the person who had it in 
charge, it cannot be found. He was a venerable looking man, 
with a long flowing beard reaching to his bosom : there was also 
a coat of arms appended. We think that, considering all the 
circumstances, Jeremiah Clarke, the father of Walter, could 
not have been related to John. Walter Clarke was, how- 
ever, a distinguished roan in the colon^^ He owned the land 
from the comer of the Parade, as far as to the Jonathan Marsh 
estate, afterwards belonging to Wm. I. Tilley, to the water, 
and extending to Clarke-street, named in honor of him. There 
is one singular fact connected with the Clarkes of Ehode Island, 
that the name ends with an " ^," by which they can be distin- 
guiahed from the other families who bear the name. 

We have said much more of this family, especially of John 
Clarke, than we otherwise should have done, had there not been 
a disposition on the part of historians, to treat his name and 
good deeds with indifference, in order to exalt Eoger Williams, 
and Providence, of which he was the founder, at the expense of 
the honor and glory of Newport. 



THE COMMERCIAL RELATIONS OF NEWPORT. 

As late as 1769, Newport outri vailed New- York, in her for- 
eign and domestic commerce. The inhabitants of New- York, 
New-Haven, New-London, &c., depended entirely on Newport 
for a market to supply themselves with foreign goods, and here 
they found a ready market for the produce of their own States. 
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Her merchants were among tbe most enterprising and wealthy. 
Mr. Aaron Lopez, is said to have employed n^ore than thirty 
sail of vessels, of dififerent descriptions, at one time. Mr. Lopes 
was the first, or among the first, to push the whaling business 
as far as the Falkland Islands. Col. Grodfrey Malbom, was an 
extensive ship-owner, and did much in building up the town, of 
which we shall speak more particularly. Jonathan Nichols 
was an enterprising merchant of Newport, and son of Deputy- 
Governor Nichols ; he was distinguished for his enterprise, pub- 
lic spirit, hospitality, and charity — ^rare virtues combined. He was 
extensively engaged in foreign commerce, and owned at the time 
of^iis death, sixteen sail of vessels. His residence was the estate 
on the Point, now owned by the heirs of tbe late Hon. William 
Hunter, which at that time had one of the best wharfs and 
ranges of stores in Newport, all of which he built The work- 
manship of the interior of this house, is truly elegant and costly ; 
the stair-ways being of English oak, and twisted, with the rich 
carved pannel work, shows the taste of its former owner, and 
the great superiority of* the ancient buildings over the modem. 
There is also the Cheesborough estate, at present belonging to 
the heir of the late Hon. G. O. Ghamplin ; the Eedwood House, 
on Bridge-street, now in possession of the widow Pierce ; the 
Tillinghast property, now in possession of Gov. W. 0. Gibbs; the 
Bedwood House in Thames street, with its heavy iron gate, now 
the residence of the widow of S. F. Gardner, Esq. ; and the Gov. 
Wanton estate, in Thames street, with others, which clearly 
proves that a sad deterioration has taken place in the mode and 
manner of building, and corresponds well with the minds of the 
present age. Mr. Nichols was for many years a deputy from 
Newport, afterwards an assistant, and at the time of his death 
was Deputy Gk>vernor of the Colony. He died on the 8th of 
September, 1756. He was great-grandfather to Edward Hazard, 
Esq., of the Park House, Newport. 

Messrs. E. and F. Malbom, Henry Collins, the Wantons, and 
many other merchants, also did an immense business before the 
revolution. The remains of the foundations of old wharves, 
from Robinson's Wharf on the Point, to Overing's at the ex- 
treme south, a distance of one mile, which at that interesting 
period were crowded with commerce, will give the reader some 
idea of the prosperity of Newport 
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The town at this time was in the zenith of her commercial 
prosperity. The population is said to have been 12,000. She 
bad about two hundred vessels employed in the foreign trade, 
and between three and four hundred coasting vessels, including 
« regular line of London packets, and employing no less than 
twenty-two hundred seamen. 

Such was the amount of business done at that period, that 

goods were not stored, owing to the want of room, while the 

wharves were literally covered with merchandize, viz. : sugar, 

ram, molasses, and every kind of foreign and domestic article& 

The coasters would take on board the merchandize, as before 

remarked, and proceed to New- York and Connecticut, where 

"there was a quick demand, which went to build up and enrich 

^he town of Newport 

We have been told an anecdote of Gapt. Hicks, of "Warren, 
"^ho, coming to this port with a load of hoop-poles, found great 
'^fficulty in finding a place to land, having passed e^ery wharf 
^thout finding room for his cargo, until he reached Overing's 
"wharf at the extreme south of the town. 

Her West India trade was immense. This grew partly out 
of the quantity of rum which was there distilled, there being, in 
^Jyll binst^ about thirty distilleries. This gave constant employ- 
ment to coopers, — ^their shops were to be found on almost every 
wharf— brass-founders, and to draymen, and others, for all par- 
ticipated in the benefits resulting from this extensive trade. 
There was around the Cove, some ten or twelve distilleries, as 
the remains of the old cisterns plainly show. 

BimoB Newton owned two *, the great-grandfather of the firm 
of E. F. Newton, brothers, Bamuel Johnson, the Rich- 
ardsoDS, and William Burroughs, each owned a distillery. In 
this seclaon o^ the town, the business done was immense. There 
was seven wharves in the Cove, and before the Long Wharf 
were extended, vessels entered the Cove and discharged their 
cirgoes ; and subsequently, through the drawbridge. 

The town, at the same time, contained seventeen ipanufac- 
tnrers of sperm oil and candles, also three sugar refineries, one 
brewery, and five or more ropewalks. 

Tweedy, apothecary, a large importer and exporter of 

^gs ; such was his business, that he supplied Rhode Island, a 
part of Massachusetts, all Connecticut and North Carolina, with 
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drugs, and had an establishment in New- York, where mer 
chants might ascertain his prices; this appeared irom hia books, 
when in the hands of the late Dr. Edmund T. Waring. 

Stephen Dellois, Esq., had a large wholesale hardware store, 
as also Stephen Ayrault, Samuel Ayrault, Thomas Wilkinson. 
These were all importers, and did an extensive business. New- 
port, at this period, was the grand emporium of trade. We 
have heard aged men remark, ' that they have known of the 
arrival of eighteen West Indiamen in one day." It was Mud, 
at that period, however strange it may sound, '* that possiblj 
New- York might, in time, equal Newport.^' A degree of 
activity then prevailed, which would astonish us at this day. 



CUSTOM HOUSE RECORDS. 

It is to be regretted that the books and papers at this period 
are lost, in the regular set, which would have afforded us cor- 
rect statistics of the amount of merchandize imported into 
Newport 

We have procured, quite incidentcUlyj from Mrs. Dudley, 
widow of the late Hon. Charles Dudley, Esq., former Mayor 
of Albany, who was the only son of Charles Dudley, Esq., 
Collector under the Crown, some portions of the records of the 
Customs, which will aid the reader in forming an opinion of the 
extent of commerce at the period of 1768-9. These quarterly 
returns were fonyarded from England by the executor of 
Charles Dudley, Esq., a few years since. What Became of the 
regular set of books, and papers, belonging to the Customs, is 
entirely unknown. 

It appears by the books and papers in the author^s posseesion, 
that in the year 1768-9, the entries and clearances amounted to 
some hundreds of vessels. 



OfUnOM HOUSE RBCORDS. 85 

" INSTBUOnONS, 

BT THE OOmUSSIONE&S OF HIS MAJESTT^S CUSTOMS IN IMERICA, 

To CHABLEB DUDLEY, Esq., 
Who IB appointed Gollectob. of the Customs, at the Port 

of Bhode Island, in America. 

*^ Yon being deputed to be Collector of the Costoms at the 
iPort of Bhode Island, and yon having given bond to His 
SCajesfy, with sufficient security, in the sum of one thousand 
fxmnds sterling, for the due execution of said employment, you 
2ire to take the following oath, besides the oaths prescribed by 
the Act of Ist Qeo. 1st, 13, before you enter upon your 
office. 

[form of oath.] 

" I, ^ do swear, to be true and faithful in the 

execution^ to the best of my knowledge and power, of the trust 
committed to my charge and inspection, in the service of His 
Majesty^ s Customs ; and that I will not take any Reward or 
Gratuity, directly or indirectly^ other than my Salary, and 
what is or shaU be allotaed me from the Crown, or tJie regular 
Fees established by Law, for any service done, or to be done, in 
the execution of my employment in the Customs, on any account 
tehatsoever. 

'* So help me GkxL 

CoIleetoTB, 

Comptrollers, ' 

Land Surveyors and Searchers, 

Land Waiters, 

Tide Surveyors, 

Tides-men, 

Coast Surveyors and Biding Officers, 

Waiters and Searchers, and Preventive Officers, 

Boatmen or Watermen.'' 

[From the original printed Instructions, in a pamphlet tofcm^ 
containing thirty-nine pages.] 
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" Amount of Molasses imported into Newport, for the Quarter 
ending the 10th of October, 1769, — 3,000 hogsheads. The 
Names of the Vessels which brought the same, with the 
Masters and Owners : 



Ship's Name. 

Sally 

Eanger 

Recovery 

Industry 

Betsy 

Hope 

Adventure 

Diamond 

Nancy 

Pinnock 

Abigail 

Speedwell 

Dolphin 

Polly 

Polly 

Dolphin 



Master's Name. 

Simon Smith 
Jeremiah Cranston 
James Bathbone 
John Peters 
John Stanton 
Pbineas Gilbert 
William Ladd 
Joram Place 
Joseph Littlefield 
Sabinus Palmer 
George Holland 
JohnBriggs 
James Thomas 
Joshua Bliven 
Giles Stanton 
Henry Weeden 



Wheiv from. 

Suhnam 
Hispaniola 

do. 
Jamaica 
St Lucia 
Hispaniola 

do. 

do. 
St.Eustatia 
Jamaica 
St. Lucia 
Jamaica 
Hispaniola 
Jamaica 

do. 

do. 



Merohani's naiiM. 

Jos. & Wm. WantoB 
Peleg Thurston fc Son 
Aaron Lopez 
Silas Cook 
Myer Pollock 
ChristopherChampIiii 
John Collins 
Myer Pollock 
Henry Bowers 
John Fletcher 
William Heed 
William Vernon 
E. & F. Malbom 
George Gibbs 
Charles Wickham 



CHAHLES DUDLEY, Collector, 
^ JOHN NICHOLL, Comptroller. 
Port of Bhode Island, 

Quarter ending 10th of October, 1769.** 

The amount of duties paid was $4,000. It should be borne 
in nrind, however, that it was considered just and equitable to 
rob the king of the revenue. Hence, but a portion of the 
cargoes was entered at the Custom-house, while the remainder 
was run. The officers of the Customs under the Crown, were 
not very conscientious ; and it has been said that a guinea, being 
placed over one eye, had considerable effect^ while another 
guinea rendered them bhnd to what was going on. The bulk 
of the cargoes was placed on board of coasters and sent off ; 
this was usually done in the night, as being a more favorable 
time to accomplish their object An aged man, who was 
employed on Col. Malborn's wharf, informed the author, that 
^' the scenes enacted there, indicated spirit and activity, rarely 
witnessed in any commercial town, even at this day." 
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" Dudley, Appellant, — Shaw, 'Respondent. . 

( K.\ " ^^^°y ^^ Rhode Island, &c. > 

^ ' Court of Vice- Admiralty. ) 

" George the Third, by the Grace of God, 
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. 
"To the Marshal of our Court of Vice- Admiralty, &c., or to 
his lawful Deputy, — Greeting : 
" Whereas^ an information was filed in our Court of Vice- 
Admiralty, by Robert Keeler, Esq., Commander of His Majes- 
ty's ship, the Mercury, against one hundred and nine casks of 
molasses, and two casks of coffee, for violation of the acts of 
' Parliament ; and on the twenty-eighth of November last past, the 
Eon. John Andrews, Esq., decree was promulgated, whereby 
the said one hundred and nine casks of molasses, and two casks 
of coffee, were condemned and forfeited, and did further order 
>nd decree that said molasses and coffee be sold at a public 
▼endue, and the monies arisingr from the sale thereof, to be dis- 
tributed agreeably to act of Parliament, &c. 

" You are therefore hereby required, pursuait to the afore- 
said decree, to sell the said one hundred and nine casks of 
molasses, and two casks of coffee, this instant, being the fifth 
^^y of March, A. D., 1773, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to the 
%he8t bidder, for sterling money, and you are to make true 
feturn of said sale, into the Register's office of said Court. 

Witness J John Andrews, Esq., 
Commissary and Judge of said Court, at Newport, the 5th day 
^ March, A. D., 1773, and in the thirteenth year of our reign. 
Thomas Vernon Deputy Register. ^^ 

" Netcport, March 5, 1773. 

* At ten o'clock in the forenoon, pursuant to the within war- 

^^t, I have sold one hundred and seven casks of molasses, con- 

'•***mg9,813 gallons, to Charles Dudley, Esq., 

at lOd sterling, per gallon, £408 17 6 

^^d two casks of coffee, to ditto, weight, 364 

lbs., at 6d per lb., 9 2 

£417 19 6 
""^ Baid Charles Dudley, Esq., being the highest bidder. 

William Mumford, Deputy Marshal,^* 
(A true copy from the original manuscnpt.) 
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POWER OF ATTORNEY. 

" I, Charles Dudley, of Newport, in the County of Newport, 
Esq., do hereby make, and appoint, and in my place put James, 
Honyman, and Henry Marchant, both of Newport, aforesaid, 
Esqrs., my attomies, and each of them my attorney in a oertam 
action of trespass, upon the case commenced and prosecuted by 
Nathaniel Shaw, jun., of New-London, in the County of New- 
London, and Colony of Connecticut, merchant, against me, the 
said Charles Dudley, at the Inferior Court of Common Pleaa, 
to be held at Providence, for the County of Providence, upon 
the third Monday of June, A. D.,l773. And do hereby em- 
power the said James Honyman, and Henry Marchant, jointly, 
and each of them separately, and by himself, in my name, and 
to appear in the Inferior Court aforesaid, or in any oUier Court 
whatsoever, and there to plead, defend, and pursue to final 
judgment and execution, with full power of substitution. 

" Witness my hand and seal, the 14th day of June, A. D., 1775, 
and in the thirteenth year of His Majesty's reign, George the 
Third, King, &c. Charles Dudley, (l. s.) 

" Signed, sealed, and delivered, ' 
in presence of 

John Grelea, jun., 
Ben. Peckham." 

" Newport, ss. — At Newport, upon the day and year afore- 
said, in his proper person, cometh Charles Dudley, above-named, 
and acknowledged the above power of attorney to be his act 
and deed. Before J. Grelea, jun., Justice of the Peace,'*'* 

A true copy from the original manuscript in 'the author's pos- 
session. This action grew out of the seizure and sale of the 
molasses and coffee above-named. 

George Home, Esq., (pronounced Room,) was a native of 
England, and for several years a successful merchant of New* 
port He owned a valuable bouse, with a wharf and stores, on 
Easton's Point, on the spot known as Gibbs' ship-yard, where he 
carried on an extensive business. On the commencement of 
hostilities, he returned to England, and his valuable pro- 
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perty in Newport and Narragansett, was confiscated. He 
lived in splendor, and entertained his friends with sumptnous 
hospitality. He had a summer residence in Narragansett, which 
he styled " Bachelor^s Hall." He occasionally gave large par- 
ties, at which the ladies and gentlemen of Boston, Newport, and 
Narragansett, would equally mingle. Punch was the fashion- 
able beverage at that period, and tlie entertainment at '' Bache- 
lor's Hall" was extravagant 

In the Stomp Act excitement, he strongly espoused the cause 
c^the Grown. The gross charge of Mr. Rome, of corruption 
and partiality, against the Legislature, the Courts and Juries of 
the Colony, with tlie advice to annul the charter, and create a 
government more dependent on the Crown, produced an exas- 
peration too powerful to be withstood, and apprehending dan- 
ger, soon after his release from prison, he fled on board of the 
Boee, man-of-war, then lying in Narragansett Bay. 

Having noticed the extensive business of Mr. Rome, on the 
Point, we would also notice the manufacturers of furniture, 
which at that period was quite extensive on the Point, and 
which was shipped to foreign markets. On Bridge- street was 
Constant Bayley, Thomas Townsend, Job, Edmond, Christo- 
pher, and John ; these all had establishments, and employed a 
great number of hands, manufacturing furniture, for which a 
ready market was found in New-York and the West Indies. 
John Goddard, and Benjamin Peabody, had also cabinet- 
makers' shops on Washington-street, which carried on a large 
trade with Surinam. 

On the east side of Washington-street and comer of the Long 
Wharf, stood the store of Joseph Hammond, a shipping mer- 
chant, who built the large house, since known as the Washing- 
ton House. 

Next, north, stood the spermaceti works of Myer Pollock, 
who was extensively engaged in manufacturing oil and candles, 
and stored large quantities of goods for others. 

The stores of David Huntington and Benjamin Barker, were 
also on the Point ; both- these men were extensively engaged in 
manufacturing furniture, which they shipped to New-York and 
the West Indies. Besides the above, there were three tanneries 
en the same street, and all in successful operation ; they were 
owned by Robert Taylor, William Potter, and Bently. 
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Holmes' Wharf, was a great place for business ; on it stooc 
Carter's cooper's shop, Monroe's block-maker's shop, Graflin'i 
saiMofl, and over that a rigging lofl. 

Bowen's ship-yard. 

John Collin's wharf and store ; he was engaged in successfu 
trade until the war, when the British destroyed his property 
one house excepted. 

During the war, 17 buildings were destroyed on Bridge 
street. 

It will, no doubt, appear quite novel to the reader to be raadi 
acquainted with these facts, when contrasted with present ap 
pearances. But in no section of the town, at that day, wai 
there want of employment. It was the great commercial mart 
and merchants resorted there, to trade and traffic, as well as U 
enjoy the hospitality of the inhabitants, which was then un 
bounded. 



HENRY COLLINS, ESQ. 

Henry Collins, deserves to be recorded with gratitude anc 
respect He was a native of Newport, and born March, 1699 
He was educated in England, and on his return to his nativf 
country, adopted the profession of merchant, in which he wai 
for a time eminently successful. He was a man of cultivatec 
taste, and fond of literature — he animated and encouraged kin 
dred spirits, and in 1730, with several associates, formed a lite 
rary and philosophical society in Newport, which was the firs 
that was ever formed in the colony, and probably was one of 
the earliest in America. This society afterwards comprisec 
many of the prominent men in the colony, and some in Massa 
chusetts and Connecticut. He is said to have been {he pro 
jector of the plan for a Library Association, in Newport, foi 
which purpose he gave the valuable lot of land on which the 
edifice of the Redwood Library waserected, and was for man} 
years one of the directors of the Institution. 

He was a munificent patron gf the arts, and by his patronage 
to Smybert, Alexander, Tocke, &c., we are indebted for many 
valuable paintings of the ancient Patriarchs, which are still to 
be found in Newport 
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He formed a gallery of paintings, which the venerable Dr. 
Waterhoose remembers to have seen in his youthful days. In 
a letter to the Kev. Romeo Elton, be thus speaks : " Henry Col- 
fiiiB was a wealthy merchant and man of taste — ^the Lorenzi de Me- 
dici, of Bhode Island ; he caused a painting to be made of Parson 
Callender, as well as some other divines, as Hitchcox, Clap, and 
Dean Berkley, which I have often admired in the Collins' collec- 
tioD." The painting of Mr. Clap is now in the possession of the 
Cong^gational church in Spring- street, and we would suggest 
to the First Baptist church of Newport, and of America, too, 
tiiat they should take immediate measures to obtain the portrait 
of Mr. Callender, which has been taken from Newport and 
placed in the Historical Building in Providence, where it does 
Dot justly belong. Such things should never be permitted to 
exist, without obtaining redress. 

Mr. Collins was at the head of every public improvement in 
Newport ; as the extension of the Long Wharf, and the building 
of the Brick Market, or Granary, in the year 1763. The architect 
was Peter Harrison ; it was built afler the Ionic order. The 
upper story, for many years, was used for a theatre, before it 
was altered into a Town Hall 

" TVhereas, the Proprietors of the Long Wharf, in Newport, 
aforesaid, have made a grant, on the twenty-fourth day of July, 
A. D. 1760, to the said town of Newport, of a lot of land, for 
oecting a Market House, &c., it is therefore voted, that Mar- 
tin Howard and Josias Lydon, Esqrs., be a committee, and they 
ire hereby confirmed to make and give a good deed of said lot, 
to the town of Newport, agreeable to said grant 

" And that the upper part be divided into stores for dry- 
goods, and let out to the best advantage ; and all the rents 
tlMreof, together with all the profits that shall arise on said 
iHiildiDg, shall be lodged in the Town Treasury of said town 
of Newport, towards a stock for purchasing grain, for supplying 
9^PuUic Granary forever. And that said building be erected 
^groeably to a plan to be agreed on by said Proprietors, to be 
^"^ted at twenty-fouV thousand pounds, old tenor, to be 
'•ised by the lottery now on foot. 

" The lower part thereof for a Market House, and for no other 
^^ whatsoever, forever ; (unless it shall be found convenient to 
^ppropriite some part of it for a watch-house.) A handsome 
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brick building, to be thirty-three feet in front, or in width, 
and about sixty-six feet in length.'' — From the Records of the 
Proprietor of the Long Wharf 

It is understood that there is a fine portrait of Mr. GoUhis 
still in being, which is said to be now in possession of some cme 
of the family of the late Dr. Henry Flagg, of South Carolina. 
It ought to be placed in the Bedwood Library. He was a mem- 
ber of the Seventh-Day Baptist church, and was one of the ecHn- 
mittee for erecting the house of worship. 

Such were the merchants of Newport in the past. 

1775. On the 15th of November, Charles Dudley, Esq., ilie 
king^s Collector of the Customs for Rhode Island, ^2^^ for refage 
on board a ship of war. He married the daughter of Robert 
Cranston, of Newport. He died in England, and his family 
returned to America. His son was the Hon. Charles Dadley, 
of Albany. Mr. Dudley owned, and occupied the seat, a ahcHt 
distance from Newport, called '^ Dudley Place,*' at preoent 
owned by the heirs of the late Grovemor Charles Collina. 
Edward Vanzant, Esq. is the present proprietor of this cbarm- 
ing retreat ; a gentleman of fine manners, who takes deligbt in 
rendering every attention to visitors. Mr. Dudley is said to 
have been a man of polished manners ; his portrait, in the cos- 
tume of a courtier, shews him off to great advantage, — it is in 
the possession of Mrs. Dudley, of Albany. In the weekly 
clubs then held in Newport, which embraced men of distinction, 
Mr. Dudley was usually one of the guests, and both amused 
and edified the company. At this memorable period, Newport 
was far in advance of the other towns and cities in the colonies, 
in the refined taste and the enlarged hospitality, which charac- 
terized the inhabitants. This arose from the nature of the 
education then enjoyed, for where the mind is suffiared to vege- 
tate without moral culture, the fruit borne will resemble the 
grapes of Sodom, or the fabled apples which grew on the mar- 
gin of the lake Asphaltites. The education of far too many at 
the present day, having been so crude and indigested, tiiat tbe 
lustre, which is shed on the pathway ^of the intellectual mind, 
is not visible. 

A fine writer has remarked of Newport, that *^ there are few 
towns of any magnitude within our broad territory, in which so 
little change has been effected in half a century, as in Newport. 
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Until tlie vast resonrceB of the interior were developed) the 
beautiful island on which it stands, was a chosen retreat of the 
affluent planters of the South, from the heats and diseases of 
their burning climate. Here they resorted in crowds, to 
breathe the invigorating breezes of the sea. Subjects of the 
same government, the inhabitants of the Carolinas and of Ja- 
maica met here in amity, to enjoy free interchange of thought 
and feeling. 

At the interesting period of 1769, the island was never more 
inviting and lovely. Its swelling crests were still crowned 
with the wood of centuries : its little vales were covered with 
the living verdure of the north ; and its unpretending, but 
neat and comfortable villas lay sheltered in groves, and em- 
bedded in fk>wer8. The beauty and fertility of the place 
gained for it a name, which, probably, expressed far more than 
wa% at that eariy day, properly understood. The inhabitants 
of tbe eoimty styled their possessions the *^ Garden of America." 
N«ther were their guests from the scorching plains of the 
Boath, reluctant to concede so imposing a title of distinction. 



THE LOSS OF THE BRIO DOLPHIN. 

Ab the commerce of Newport whitened every sea, it was to 

be expected that disasters would occasionally occur. But this 

event caused painful anguish to many hearts. This year, 

1767, was memorable for a melancholy disaster, that took 

lAace on the night of the 26th of August, off Point Judith. 

The brig Dolphin, Capt. John Malbom, (son of Evan,) from 

KagBton, Jamaica, with a valuable cargo of rum and sugar, 

aod I namber of passengers belonging to a theatrical company, 

^<^ fee, and the vessel and cargo were entirely consumed ; 

fi^e female passengers perished in the cabin. The officers and 

<5reMr, \nth the rest of the passengers, escaped to the shore in 

boats. 

The brig was a new vessel, of 210 tons, belonging to Messrs. 
** « P. lialbom, merchants, of Ne^'port. Among the pas- 
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aengers was Mr. Henry, the father of the American stage, and 
William B. Simpson, afterwards a lawyer of Newport. 

Mr. Henry^s wife and daughter were among those who were 
lost It is stated that the cabin-boy was sent below to draw 
some rum from a choice cask, and carelessly placing the light 
too near, it immediately ignited, and the cask burst ; the report 
was like that of cannon. 

Gapt John Dennis was a native of England ; he came to 
Bhode island when a boy, having been apprenticed to a abip- 
master in the London trade, belonging to Newport. Being of 
an active disposition, he soon became master of a vessel He 
greatly distinguished himself by his daring courage, and suc- 
cessful enterprise. In 1741, while cruising in the West Indies, 
he so greatly annoyed the French islands, by the capture of 
their vessels and privateers, that the auUiorities of Martinique 
fitted out a vessel of 14 guns, and 130 men, expressly for ^e 
purpose of ridding themselves of so troublesome an enemy ; but 
in this they were disappointed, for, after an engagement of 
nearly four hours, in which Capt. Dennis was slightly wounded, 
she was taken possession of by Capt Dennis, and carried into 
St. Kitt's. Here he received the attention which he had so 
justly merited, from the Governor, and other officers of the 
island, and who, as a testimony of respect for his valuable ser- 
vices, presented him with a golden oar and a purse of five 
hundred pistolea 

In the war of 1756, Gapt Dennis was selected to command 
the privateer ship Tay, of 18 guns, and 180 men, which was 
fitted out by the merchants of Newport, for the purpose of 
annoying the Spanish commerce. This vessel sailed from New- 
port on the 22nd of August, 1756, and was never heard from 
after sailing. 

He left a large family ; among his sons was the late Capt 
Thomas Dennis, for many years an enterprising merchant of 
Newport, and the late Gapt. William Dennis, a revolutionaiy 
patriot, who commanded, during the contest for Independence, 
no less than thirteen privateers. Their descendants are still 
foond in Newport. 

1745. This year two large ships were built, and fitted out 
flx)m Newport, as privateers, and were intended to cruise in 
company on the Spanish Main. They mounted 22 guns each, 
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and were commanded, one by Gapt Brewer, and the other by 
Capt Cranston. They sailed on the 24th of December, at the 
commencement of a north-east snow storm, which increased 
with great violence during the next day. These ships were 
never heard from after saOing, and the only conjecture that 
could be formed was, that they must have come in collision 
with each oUier during the thick snow storm, and both bad 
gone down with all on board. These ships were fitted but, and 
principally owned, by Col. Godfrey Malborn, and the loss was 
considered as one of the greatest calamities that ever befel the 
town ; beside the loss of property, upwards of four hundred 
lives were sacrificed, and nearly two hundred women became 
widows by this disaster. 



EVENTS IN THE WAR WITH FRANCE. 

The legislature of Massachusetts decided, after much dis- 
cuasion, to invite the other Colonies to unite with them, in an 
expedition against Louisburgh, the Gibraltar of the French 
American Provinces. Into the spirit of this enterprise, the 
Iq^aiure of Ehode Island entered with patriotic ardor ; and, 
at the May session of that body, passed a resolution to raise a 
reg^ent of one hundred and fifty men, exclusive of officers ; 
md that the Colony sloop, Tartar, be fitted out, with a compli- 
ment of ninety men, exclusive of officers. 

The expedition was crowned with success ; and after a siege 
of forty-nine days, the city of Louisbvirgh, and the island of 
Cape Breton, was surrendered by the French, on June 17th, 
1745, to his Britannic Majesty. 

The capture of Louisburgh, by the Colonies, stung the Court 
of Prance with mortification and revenge, and they resolved to 
cbaatise them for their insolence- Accordingly, an expedition 
^« fitted out for this purpose, consisting of forty ships of war, 
•^d fifty-six transports, with three thousand five hundred men, 
^d forty thousand stand of arms, for the French and Indians. 
The Colonies saw and acknowledged their danger, from their 
*<*W inability to defend themselves, in case of an invasion by so 
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numerous and formidable a fleet ; and the inhabitants of the sea- 
port towns were thrown into the greatest consternation. 

No people bad more to fear from foreign invamon, in New 
England, than the people of Newport ; from the extent of her 
commercial interests, her local situation, and the facility with 
which the town might be approached with the largest ships of 
war, the inhabitants were thrown into the greatest agitation and 
distress. Nor were these apprehensions allayed, until in Octo- 
ber, it was ascertained that God had interposed for the Colonic^ 
and gotten the victory with his own arm. 

80 disastrous was this expedition to the French, that among 
all this mighty and formidable fleet, destined to lay in ruins the 
smiling villages of New England, not more than two or three 
ships, and a few transports, ever reached her coast A violent 
storm at sea either destroyed or damaged many of them. Others 
were compelled to return, on account of a most fearful pesti- 
lence which swept off* hundreds of their crews, and made the 
bravest hearts tremble. 

The Admiral, or Commander-in-chief of the whole French 
squadron, on reaching the coast of New England, died of morti- 
fication ; or as some say, of poison. The Vice-Admiral came 
to a similar tragical end, by running himself through the body 
with his own sword. That part of the fleet which arrived on 
the coast, sailed with the intent of making an attack upon An- 
napolis, but a storm scattered them again, and they were forced 
to return without effecting any part of the work of destruction 
originally intended. 

Thus were the Colonies preserved, not by the policy of their 
councils, nor the prowess of their arms — ^but by the providence of 
God. Preliminaries of peace were soon entered into, between 
France and England, and a definitive treaty was signed in Octo- 
ber, 1748. The privateers of Rhode Island distinguished them- 
selves in this war, and during the year 1 745, more than twenty 
prizes, some of them of immense value, were sent into Newport 

In May, 1758, Great Britain, under George IL, formally de> 
clared war with France ; which declaration was reciprocated 
by France the following month. The causes which led to this 
war, commonly distinguished by the name of the " French and 
Indian war,'' were the alleged encroachments of the Frraich on 
the English settlements in America. 
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This war terminated in 1763, by the cession of Nova Scotia, 
Canada, the Isle of Gape Breton, and all other islands of the 
gulph and river of St. Lawrence, to the British Grown. In all 
these splendid achievements of the British arms, during these 
long, protracted, and sanguinary conflicts, no town, perhaps, of 
equal size in New England, contributed more to the glory of the 
British Grown, than Newport 

In 1723, the town of Newport voted to build an Alms House 
for the poor of the town. 



SAMUEL CRANSTON, ESQ. 

As the Granston family figured largely in Newport, previous 
to the Bevolution, some account of them will, no doubt, prove 
highly interesting and amusing to the reader, more especially 
the event we now are about to. notice. 

Samuel Granston, Esq., a gentleman of noble descent, and 
who had highly distinguished himself as a merchant in Newport, 
CD the breaking out of the French war of 1755, finding business 
completely paralyzed, and being of an active temperament of 
nundy was induced to start on a voyage for Jamaica, not, how* 
ever, anticipating the scenes and events which he was destined 
to endure in the prosecution of the voyage. 

When off the Keys of Florida, they were attacked by a pira- 
tical vessel ; they defended themselves to the utmost, satisfied as 
they were, that should they fall into their hands, no mercy 
would be sliown them ; but all their efforts were in vain, and 
they were compelled to surrender to the enemy. Such was the 
savage cruelty of these buccaneers, that neither prayers nor ex- 
postulations had the least effect on their hard and obdurate 
hearts : the passengers and crew were all inhumanly butchered 
00 the spot, with the exception of Mr. Granston, who was 
qmred, in order to labor on board the vessel as a common 
menial. 

To a mind like his, it must have been deeply humiliating to 
be suddenly thrown from an elevated position in society, and 
compelled to herd with brutes in human form. In this condition 
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he was doomed to labor for seven years. The thoughts of 
home would rush on the mind, producing pain and disquietude, 
and anziouslj lookiog forward to the moment of deliverance, 
when he should once more participate in the enjoyment of the. 
domestic circle. He had watched every moment, from the time 
of his captivity, for an opportunity to effect his escape ; the pro- 
pitious hour seemed now to haVe arrived, and he availed him- 
self of it Having secured a boat and secreted some provisions, 
he committed himself to the winds and waves, trusting in Divme 
Providence for protection. After having been tossed about for 
many days, he was so fortunate as to fall in with an English 
ship, bound from Jamaica to Halifax, who kindly took him on 
board and treated him with marked attention. On his arrival 
a^ Halifax, a passage was given him to Boston, and on his arri- 
val there, he was startled at the rumor that his wife was on the 
eve of being married to a Mr. Bussell, of Boston. This was 
an additional stroke, and rendered his mind a prey to the 
most gloomy thoughts. Poor and penniless, he started from 
Boston on foot, for Newport, thei:e to await the issue. On his 
arrival, he entered the back door of his former reudence, in the 
character of a mendicant, and craved food from the servants, 
which was readily granted. After appeasing the cravings of 
hunger, he inquired if Mrs. Cranston was the mistress of the 
house ; on being answered in the affirmative, he stated that he 
had a message which he wished to communicate to her. On 
being informed that it would be entirely out of her power to 
comply with his wishes, as she was then making preparations for 
her nuptial celebration, which was to take place that evening, 
the heart of Cranston was seized with the most pamful emotion, 
that his lovely and adored wife was about to espoAse another. 
He requested the servant to say to her mistress, that he had 
seen her husband that day at 12 o^dock, crossing Howland's 
Ferry. 

Buch intelligence, so unaccountable, yet highly interesting, 
brought Mrs. Cranston from her toilette^ to look on the bearer 
of such intelligence. He briefly rehearsed over the sufferings 
which her husband had endured, which she listened to with the 
deepest interest He wished to know of Mrs. Cranston whether 
she had ever seen him before. Dressed in sailor's garb, with a tar- 
paulin hat partially drawn over his eyes, she replied in the nega> 
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tm; finding himself a stranger and unknown, in bis own 
mansion, he at last raised his hat and gave her a significant look, 
at the same moment pointing to a scar on his forehead, and ex- 
claiming: ^Did you, Mrs. Cranston, ever see that mark 
before?" She at once flung herself on his bosom, and ex- 
claimed, im transports of jqj, ** Tou are my own, own dear, long 
lost husband P' 

It required, as you may well imagine, some little time for the 
paroxysm to subside, and for Mr. Cranston to dress himself in 
a manner becoming his rank and station, before entering the 
drawing room, where the elegant group had assembled to wit- 
ness the ceremony. 

Mr. Bussell, and the officiating clergyman, were already pre- 
cent, and nothing was wanting but the appearance of the bride. 
Soon, however, she entered, gracefully leaning on the arm of 
Mr. Cranston, whom she introduced as her long absent husband 
The scene was worthy of the chisel of the artist, and produced 
emotions of delight in the minds of the guesta 

Mr. Bussell with true magnanimity^ insisted that the marriage 
ceremony ahould be repeated, he giving the bride to her former 
husband, and endowing her with the amount which he intended 
to settle on her as his wife. This is a matter of fact, though 
asBunnng the appearance of romance. 

Me. Cranston was the son of the Hon. Samuel Cranston, 
Governor of the Colony, The Hon. Thomas Cranston, the 
grandson of Governor Samuel Cranston, and Abraham Bed- 
wood, married sisters. 

** Three fulUength portraits, of Mr. Cranston, wife, and 
daughter, are hanging up in mj house at Kingston. They 
were painted by Copley, before the Revolution, which, with the 
carved frames, gilded, cost one thousand dollars at that period.^ 
— History of the Nanr<igai%seU Church, 

Newport was once rich in paintings, but time and change 
have scattered and dispersed them. 

The residence of Governor Cranston was in the rear of the 
Hunter estate, in Thames-street, and was called his '^ Castle." 
Being built of etone, and cemented with shell lime, gave to it 
in antique appearance. He died, A. D. 1727. 

TbefoOowiag inscription appears on his tomb^rtone: 
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"HeralieUitlMbo^yor ^ 

SAMUEL CRANSTON, Esq., 

LATB GOYERNOR OF THIS COLOHT, 

AgMl68YMra; aod 
Departed thia life, April ye 26, A. D. 1727. 
He wu son of JOHN CRANSTON, Eiq., who aUo was 
Gorernor here, 1680 ; 
Ue WW desoended from the nobhi Seottisb 

LORD CRANSTON, 

And ourried in bis viens a stream of the 

Ancient Earls of 

CRAWFORD, BOTHTf BLL, & TRAQUAIR»S, 

Haring had for his Grandfather, 

JAMES CRANSTON, CLsax, 
Chaplain U King Charles the First. 

His Great- Grandfather was 

JOHN CRANSTON, of Poolb^ Bki.^ 

This last was Son of 

JOHN CRANSTON, Bso^ 

Whioh James was Son to 

WILLIAM, LORD CRANSTON, 

Rait happy now, brave patriot, without end, 

Thy oonntry's father, and thy country's friend." 

On tBe head of tlie tombstoDe is emblazoned a rich ooato( 
arms, with, the motto— 

•* DUM OURO VIOILO.'* 

The late Bev. Walter Cranston, of the Episcopal Church, a 
native of Newport, was one of his descendants. The name of 
Cranston, is still found in Newport, and the Hon. Bobert B^ 
and H. T. Cranston, have both been Bepresentatives in the 
Congress of the United States, from Bhode Island. 



THE MARINB S0CIHT7. 



The Marine Society was instituted in the year 1756, by the 
name of the Fellowship Club. It was changed to the name of 
the Marine Society, by an Act of the Legislature, in 1785. The 
funds of the Institution have accumulated to about $20,000, the 
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interest of which is appropriated to the relief of widows of de- 
ceased mariners, and orphan children, and to indigent members 
of the Society, agreeable to 

ARTICIiE Xn. 

'' Ut. This Society having been instituted for the relief of un- 
fortunate mariners, their widows and orphan children, its funds 
are never, in any instance, to be diverted from that object'' 

Under its present arrangement, far more liberality is dis- 
played towards the unfortunate, than formerly. This happj 
feature has arisen from the admission of new members, with 
enlarged and liberal views, and disposed to do ample justice 
towards applicants, without respect to self It is a noble insti- 
tution, reflecting honor on the town, and should be fostered and 
encouraged by every mariner of Newport 

Its first Secretary was Mr. Benjamin Sayer, and its first Pre- 
flideaty Mr. Oliver Bing Warner. 



MASONIC FRATERNITY. 

^ In the spring of 1658, Mordecai Gampannall, Moses Packeo* 
koe, Levi, and others, in all fifteen families, arrived at Newport 
fit^m Holland. They brought with them the three first degrees 
of masonry, and worked them in the house of Gampannall, and 
contioued to do so, they and their successors, to the year 1742.'* 
— Taken frwn Documents novo in possession of N. IL Crould, 
Esq. 

We have noticed this institution from the fact of its having 
been said to be '' the oideBt body in the United States." It 
is in a flourishing condition, numbering about one hundred and 
fifty members. 

" In the year 1768, a lottery was granted by the Assembly, to 
pave Thames-street; it was called Hhe Newport Pavement 
Lottery.' *• — From the Netoport Mercury. 

1774. The entries at the Custom House in Newport, for the 
months of June and July, were : vessels from foreign voyages, 
64; coasters, 134; whalemen, 17 ; making an aggregate of 215 
in the epace of two months. 

The Bhode Islanp G&EjsmNo. — ^It is stated that the fint tree 
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of the kind, came up spontaneonslj, near the wall, by tbe brook 
which runs through the farm of Joseph i. Bailj, Eaq., io Mid- 
dletowD, the owner at that time being a Mr. Greene ; from him 
the apple took its name. It is highly e^brated and much 
sought after. 

The Gardner Pear was introduced by Mr. Lucas, a French 
Huguenot, who, on his arriral at Newport, hired an estate of Mr» 
E. Gardner, for his residence. About the time the tree began 
to bear, Mr. Gardner occupied his own estate, and the pear re- 
maining, it obtained the name of the " Gtirdner Pear." They 
have nearly run out. 

The Tallman Sweeting Apple, is a native of tbe laland^ 
deriving its name frcnn the family of Tallmans. 



OBiem OF THE DECATUB FAMILT. 

Stephen Decatur, who was a Captain in the United States' 
Navy, and father of the late distinguished Commodore Stephen 
Decatur, was born in Newport, April, 1752. His grandfather 
was a native of Genoa, who dhme to Ehode Island about 
1746. He married, in Newport, in 1751, tbe widow Priscilla 
Hill. Her muden name was George. The famify had their 
residence in Broad-street, where the house is still standing. As 
the mother's character so sensibly afifects that of her children, it 
may not be amiss here to say, that Mrs. HiH possessed a force 
of mind and energy of character which was a characteristic 
feature of the George family. Stephen Decatur, the elder, was 
bom in th^ house which then stood where the splendid mansion 
of Levi H. Gale, Esq., now stands, directly fronting tbe MalL 

Previous to the Revolution, they removed from Newport. Id 
the war of the Revolution, Capt. Decatur greatly distinguished 
himself as the commander of a private ship from Philadelphia, 
called the ^' Fair American,^' by the capture of seyeral 
British armed vessels. Afler the peace, he commanded a mer- 
chant vessel. At the establishment of the navy, in 1797, he 
was appointed to the command of the Delaware Sloop of War. 
He continued in her until the frigate Philadelphia was built, 
when the command was given him, at the request of the mat- 
ehants who had built her by subscription. . 
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He remained in command of the Philadelphia, until the settle- 

Qttnt with France, when he resigned his commission and retired 

to Ua farm, a few miles from Philadelphia, where he resided 

tmtalhia death, which, took place in March, 1808, in the 57th 

year of his age. 

He had three sons and several daughters. His sons wei*e, the 
ktie gallant Ck>mmodore Stephen Decatur, Lieut James Decatur, 
^bowas killed in the Tripolitan war, and Col. John P. Decatur. 
Commodore Stephen Decatur was unfortunately killed in a 
dad with the late Commodore Barron. No eulogy from our 
pea is needed, to establish the high reputation which Stephen 
Becatnr acquired in his naval career ; we feel a pride of charac- 
ter, however, in being able to connect him with the illustrious 
personages whose origin has been in Newport. 

1761. This year a company of commedians arrived in New- 
port from Williamsburgh, Virginia. They erected a temporary 
theatPB at the upper part of the Point near Dyre's Grove, and 
"^ performances were well attended. This is said to have been 
w« first company that ever perfonned in America. John 
/^ple, on his return from the theatre, was drowned by fall- 
"^from the Point Bridge. • 



SLAVER OF G. AND F. MALBORN. 

Godfrey and John Malbom, had a slaver bound to Ehode 
-Wao^j loaded with slaves : a pirate looking vessel hove in 
•Rut, and the captain offered to knock off the irons of the 
*|*^®3, if they would consent to defend the vessel from the 
P'^^ee. On their consenting, they were taken up and armed, 
^^ Succeeding in driving oflf the enemy, they were rewarded, 
•^d afterwards taken to Pomfret, in Connecticut, on the large 
^■^t,^ of Godfrey Malbom. Many of their descendants are still 
avm^ in that neighborhood. An old hanger is now in the pos- 
•^^^^on of Thomas Brinley, Esq., one hundred years old, which 
^aa xued on that occasion. 

•* ohn Brown, who was an eminent merchant of Newport, died 
^^^'^ber, 1753. He married a daughter of the Eev. James 
™^yman. He was extensively engaged in privateering, in com- 
pw^y with Godfrey Malborn and George Wanton. 
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The enterprise which characterized the inhabitants of New- 
port, at that period, prove them to have been a superior class 
of men. There was a stimulus to action — ^for success crowned 
their efforts — and they were induced to push on, and to niake 
Newport what she once was — ^the pride and admiration of the 
Colonies. 

We have not alluded to the Slave Trade, from whence she 
reaped a golden harvest. The large exportation of New Eng- 
land rum to Africa, which in return brought slaves, increased the 
wealth of the place to an astonishing degree. There were bat few 
of her merchants that were not directly, or indirectly interested 
in the traffic. Some forty or fifty sail of vessels were in this em- 
ployment, and it was thought a necessary appendage to have 
one or more slaves, to act as domestics in their families. 

Many an amusing anecdote is related of the slaves, which 
show them to have been rather more apt than what is usually 
the case. In imitation of the whites, the negroes held an annual 
election on the third Saturday in June, when they elected ihm 
Gk)vemor. This annual festivity was looked for with great 
anxiety. Party spirit was as violent and acrimonious with them 
as with the whites. The slaves assumed the power and pride, 
and took the relative rank of their masters; and it was 
degrading to the reputation of the owner, if his slaves appeared 
in inferior apparel, or with less money, than the slave of another 
master of equal wealth. At dinner, the Governor was seated 
at the head of the long table, under trees, or an arbor, with the 
unsuccessfyil candidate at his right, and his lady on the left. 
The afternoon was spent in dancing, games of quoits, athletic 
exercises, &c. They have for many years ceased the obser- 
vance of this election. 

The owners of slaves in Newport, as a general thing, were 
indulgent masters, so much so that the blacks were not con- 
scious of being in bondage, but were treated >^ith every mark 
of kindness befitting their station. Dr. Benjamin Waterhouae, 
late Professor in Harvard University, &c., in speaking on this 
subject, says : 

In Newport there was a worthy, opulent man, and very re- 
spectable member of the Society of Friends, named Joseph 
Jacobs, advanced in life, who had four or five neat and well- 
behaved negro domestics, bound together by duty, respecty and 
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gntitade ; a pleasant picture of patriarchal government, with- 
out fear and without reproach. But being all blacks, it left the 
master and his wife alone in the parlor and garden ; when he 
invited Mary Callender, daughter of Eev. Mr. Callender, to be- 
come their parlor companion ; and she did so, to mutual satis- 
fiu^tioD, waited on bj black female slaves, who wore the plain 
garb of Quakers. The family was singular, and everything 
very decorous ; relativelv respectable, and marked by humble 
wisdom. To see the negro women, with their black hoods and 
Une aprons, walking at a respectful distance behind their mas- 
ter, to meeting, was not an unpleasant sight on those days. 
Friend Jacobs himself was somewhat unique in his habits and 
manners. Easy in his circumstances, and intellectual in taste, 
he filled up his leisure hours in watching the wind, his clock, and 
his weather-glasses. At that day, he was the only person on 
Bhode Island who owned a thermometer.^' 

Newport was not alone in the slave trade ; other places con- 
tributed their full share, and reaped the profits. It was at that 
period thought to be just and equitable, and none entertained 
conscientious scruples against it It is unbecoming in the 
North, who have been the means of entailing slavery on the 
Bouth, to turn round and denounce them as a class of unprin- 
dpled men, and deny to them the right which properly belongs 
to them, to manage their own domestic institutions as they 
please. 

The course which has been pursued, so far from hastening 
the extinction of slavery, has retarded the event to an indefinite 
period. If we could be satisfied that immediate emancipation 
would better the condition of the slave, we would heartily 
acquiesce in the measure. But what has been the result in 
flie British West Indies ? Has the physical and moral condi- 
tion of the slaves been improved, by granting to them their free- 
dom ? We believe it to be susceptible of proof, that it has not 
been the case ; for the value of estates has declined, and both 
planter and negro, have become infinitely worse off by the pre> 
mature and hasty measure. The results which have since fol- 
k)wed, were not at the time anticipated. Great Britain has no 
great occasion to glory in the measure, but rather to lament it 
In corroboration, heed and hearken to the voice that comes up to us 
from the ponderous columns of the London JHmes; that journal 
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which of all others, perhaps, speaks most aocuratelj the feelmgs 
and opinions of the British people on this, as on most other sub- 
jects of public concern : — 

^^ Our legislation has been dictated bj the presumed neces- 
sities of the African slave. After the Emancipation Act, a 
large charge was assessed upon the Colony, in aid of civil and 
religious institutions for the benefit of the enfranchised negro, and 
it was hoped that these colored subjects of the British CrowD| 
would soon be assimilated to their fellow-citizens. From all the 
information which reaches us, no less than from the visible pro- 
babilities of the case, we are constrained to believe that thege 
hopes have been falsified. The negro has not acquired with his 
freedom, any habits of industry or morality. His independence 
is little better than that of an uncaptured brute. Having 
accepted, few of the restraints of civilization, he is amenable to 
few of its necessities ; and the wants of his nature are so easily 
satisfied, that at the current rate of wages he is called upon for 
nothing but fitful or desultory exertion. Tlie blacks^ therefore^ 
instead of becoming intelligent husbandmen, have become vagra$UM 
and squatterSy and it is now apprehended that with the failure of 
cultivation in the island, tvill come the failure of its resources 
for instructing or controlling its population. So imminent does 
this consummation appear, that memorials have been signed by 
classes of colonial society hitherto standing aloof from politics^ 
and not only the bench and the bar, but the bishop, clergy, and 
ministers of all denominations in the island, without exception, 
have recorded their conviction, that, in the absence of timely 
relief, the religious and educational institutions of the island 
must be abandoned, and the masses of the poptdation retrogradk 
to ba/barism /" 

The New- York Express adds some very sensible remarks, 
which we here subjoin : 

" Would that those in our own country, who profess to be the 
only real friends of the African, would study these painful truths, 
and lay them to heart. Would that they abandon their wild chi- 
merab of immediate, compulsory emancipation, to benefit the Afii- 
can, and betake themselves to the more humane, enlightened, and 
practical cause of Colonization, now seemingly the only door 
left open for the regeneration of the race. The bitter experience 
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of Great Britaia should teach us wisdom. The mistaken phi- 

kntbropy which gave to the West India negroes the boon of 

freedom^ which thej neither knew nor cared how to value, has 

\)e6ii fruitful of evils which, for the true welfare of the slave 

fopvilation in our own country, it were prudence and wisdom to 

guard against. English emancipation has done for the slave 

pofnolation of the West Indies, just what Abolitionism at home 

leeb to do for the same class of population in our Southern 

BUtes, (only in a more aggravated form,) the bestowing upon 

fhem of an independence but ' little better than that of an 

WKoptwred brute,^ and a condition which, so far from enabling 

ttiem to become intelligent, comfortable, and happy, will a6 in- 

fvitablj reduce them to ' mere sqtuUters and vagrants' among 

the rest of mankind." 

Could the Abolitionists succeed in carrying out their plans, 
i& giving freedom to the slaves, what, we inquire, would be the 
monl and physioa) condition of the North ? Already, the popu- 
iatioD has become so dense in our cities and larger towns, and 
nch the competition in labor, with the low prices paid, that the 
poor man can hardly sustain himself and family. This incendiary 
■oaBore would flood the North with emancipated negroes, and 
tte ooUision would be painful to contemplate. 

But the Abolitionists say, in reply : " Let the masters employ 
tJMm and compensate them for their labor, and this would 
fiimate the difficulty." This is mere theory. They having 
iMard 80 much of the sympathy expressed for them by their 
Anti-Slavery friends of the North — who, bye-the-bye, would not 
•wWbute one dollar to ameliorate their condition — would, how- 
•wr, be induced to come among them and enjoy their hospital' 
^) and that liberty of which they have heard so much*; but 
which, alas ! would only be imaginary in its nature, for their 
^^tioD, instead of being improved, would be infinitely worse 
1^7 tke change. 

^We are certain laws in the physical and moral world, which 
^ can never change, and it is not for us to arraign Omnipo- 
***ce, and attempt to impeach his divine character. His wis- 
^ is infinite, and out of these discordant materials good wIU 
'^^nji^ately arise. Our Saviour illustrates the kingdom of 
Wen, by " a woman's putting a piece of leaven into a measure 
^'iDeal, until the whole was leavened." This implied the process 
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of fermentation, and it required time. To have attempted to 
change the order of nature would only have effectaallj de- 
stroyed the article and rendered it useleea So in the moral 
elements, they are at work, and operating to the final consum- 
mation and overthrow of all evil in the world. But we cannot 
successfully hasten the time, by our own plans and purpoaeSi 
but must leave it to Infinite Wisdom, at the same time employ- 
ing the means which his Word and teaching furnish. 

While the North held slaves, she took her own time to 
free them, and this was not done until she had become o(ni- 
vinced that they were no longer profitable. It was a mere 
matter of dollars and cents, and not a conviction of its moral 
wrong, which urged them to the measure. No one attempted 
to coerce the North, which they were then satisfied they had no 
moral 01; political right to do. Let the North, then, leave the 
Bouth to manage her domestic institutions in a manner moat 
agreeable to her wishes, and hence put an end to agitatimf 
which has already caused the temple of liberty to tremble to 
its very base. The union of these States should be dear to 
every American, and the individual who would put forth a aui* 
eidal hand to destroy the work of ages, should be denounced as 
a traitor of the ^^ first tpoter,^^ far beyond Benedict Arnold in 
infamy and crime. Colonization is the only feasible plan devised, 
to ultimately firee the country from slavery. And we believe it 
to be God's plan, for in no other possible way, can we conceive 
of the civilization and Christianizing of the dark Continent of 
Africa. 

It should be borne in mind by the reader, that Slavery was 
entailed upon us while we were Colonies to Great Britain ; and 
her interference with our institutions — ^now that we are free and 
independent — is an assumption of power which should not for a 
moment be countenanced by these United States. Her emissa- 
ries sent forth to stir up strife and sedition between the mem- 
bers of this Confederacy, should be told to go back instanter, 
and reform the abuses which exist in their own country, and 
which are most revolting in their nature — ^infinitely surpassing 
Southern slavery, which their imagination has conjured up at 
tiie greatest evil existing in the world. 

Nations are very much like individuals ; their own wrongs aro 
not seen, while the wrongs and errors of others are mi 
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to the utmost stretch of a morbid mind. Let Great Britain 

inrvey the deep and damning misery which is to be found 

tmong the underground subjects of the realm, laboring and 

toiUmg in those hells, the coal-mines^ shut out from the light of 

hstven, and crouching under their burden, until their limbs be- 

eoming contracted, premature old age follows, and death is their 

only hope of relief from the wretchedness of their condition. 

This is the nation which it was once said was " the bulwark of 
the Gbristian religion !'' When Great Britain will make some effec- 
tual effort to ft*ee her iDhiie slaves, we of this nation may feel 
more inclined to receive council and instruction from her, in re- 
btkm to real or imaginary wrongs, which are to be found in 
tittscooDtry. With her present policy, we have reason to 
belieyethat her aim and object is, to divide, if possible, these 
TJoited States, regardless, entirely, of the state and condition 
of the slaves, which, if they had the control, would still be 
ioQnd in the cotton-fields, laboring to keep in successful opera- 
tioD tbdr extensive manufacturing establishments. 

The writer to whom we are to refer as evidence of the truth 
of the above remarks, is the Rev. William Sewell, B.D., Author 
of ''Christian Politics," and late Professor of Moral Philosophy 
hi the rTniversity of Oxford : — 

" We sigh over the imprisonment of the canary-bird, ex- 
daim against the Cruelty of its oppressor, unbar the doors of 
ita cage without a moment's delay, and the poor bird claps its 
^nga with joy, flutters into open air, regains its liberty, its 
Ueaaed liberty, — and the next day is found dead of cold and 
hunger. It is not for a Christian to argue in favor of slavery ; 
^ less to speak of it, except with abhorrence, when the master 
^oaea his power, and the slave, instead of being raised by him 
ty degrees, to the capability and enjoyment of his freedom, is 
riveted in his chains forever. But a Christian may indeed ask, 
whether the total exclusion of all restraint, of all fear, of all 
po8iti?e external obligation from the relation of master and 
servant, has not ended in reducing the servant in this country 
to a condition far worse, far more abject and degraded, far 
OK)re hopeless, far more vitiated, than that of any slave in any 
pwiod or couptry of the world ? Our min^s, our factories, our 
oommon workshops,-— even our farms and agricultural cottages, 
foB of crippled children and deformed women, of famine and 
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fever, of draskenness and vice,^K>f depraved, miserable, hop^ 
less beings, doomed by their own free act, the free act of a 
being in the agony of starvation, — ^to the severest toil in dark* 
ness, at midnight ; deprived of rest, stinted in food, selling their 
children to the same misery with their own for a few shillings, 
or sickening over hours of toil to earn their pence, — all the 
horrible scenes revealed by late inquiries into the state of onr 
lower classes, — ^what is there in the records of slavery to be 
found more heart breaking or more appalling, to those who 
believe that nations, like individuals, are visited by carses fixm 
the Almighty, — ^and that the first curse denounced in His 
commandments is uttered against those who depart, . even in 
the slightest degree, from His positive, external, revealed truth, 
and shape out ideas of the divine nature after their ovm fancy." 
—pp. 313-328. 

In the year 1768, March 2lBt, it being the anniversary of the 
repeal of the Stamp Act, the day was celebrated with publio 
exhibitions of joy. A flag was displayed on the top of the 
noble wide spreading tree of liberty, and a copper-plate afSixed 
to its venerable trunk, in the room of that which was infamouslj 
taken from it on the 25th of August preceding. A flag was 
hoisted at Fort George, at Liherty Mast, on the Point ; and 
the shipping in the harbor displayed their colors. The belb 
rung a merry peal, and every thing wore a joyous aspect. Li 
the evening, rockets were discharged Trom the tree of liberty, 
at Liberty Mast ; and at the house of John Madsl|y, Esq., a 
number of gentlemen were politely entertained, and the glass 
circulated in honor to the British and American patriots. 
Many other gentlemen assembled, in different parts of the 
town, to commemorate the glorious event, and the whole day 
was spent in decent festivity. 

John Madsly owned and occupied the house, iy>w in the 
possession of Dr. Watson, at the head of King-street He is 
said to have been a pdlished gentleman, and distinguished for 
his benevolence, ever ready to confer favors on those who stood 
in need. The French fleet, in firing on the British batteries, 
threw several shot unintentionally into the town ; Mr. Madsly 
had apprehended such an event, and had fitted up his oil-house 
ceUar, adjoining his mansion, and invited the neighbors to take 
shelter th^re. A bullet entered the building, and lodged, 
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out cauBing damage to any person in the cellar. It remained 
'where it lodged, until the building was repaired and fitted up 
tta a dancing hall for Carpentiere. 

We find, as a matter of record, that '' many persons were 
determined to use their influence in putting a stop to the 
dntmctive and pemicions effects attending the immense con- 
Bomption of foreign teas, which must, otherwise, soon render 
V8 1 poor, weak, debilitated people. * The Hyperion, or Labra- 
dor tea, is much esteemed, and by great numbers vastly pre- 
ftnred to the poisonous Bohea.^' 

Newport, in 1767, passed resolutions to discourage, as much 
M poflrible, further importations of European manufactures. 

" We have heard of many gentlemen in town, of figure and 

' fcrtoDe, who are determined to clothe themselves and families 

fo tbe future, with the manufactures of this country. These 

ittdotioDs were responded to by other sections of the country." 

The New York Journal, May 30, 1768, says, " What a glo- 
lioaB example Newport has set us. Eoijse, my countrymen I 
Ve are well informed that one married lady and her daughter, 
of about sixteen, have spun full sixty yards of good fine linen 
^, nearly a yard wide, since the first of March, beside taking 
oare of a large family. The linen manufacture is promoted and 
cttried on, with so much spirit and assiduity, among all ranks, 
that we are assured there is scarcely flax enough to be had in 
town, to supply the continued consumption of that article." 

Sing Lemuel says, Prov. 31 : 28, " Her children arise up, 
wd call her blessed." v. 19, " She layeth her hand to the 
■pndle, and her hands hold the distaff," &c. 

Spinning and weaving was for ages an art of distinguished 
^^ and was considered in the same light as needle-work now 
» with us. Accordingly, it was customary to represent those 
DK)8t distinguished, as excelling in the art of spinning, and 
poetB Bang of the distaff and loom. Homer alluded to it in the 
•ddreas of Aloondra to Helen ; so also Theocritus, in present- 
^ a distaff to his friend^s wife, says, 

'* disUff; friend to w»rp and woof, 
Minerra*! friend in man's behoof." 

It is said that Augustus, at the height of his regal splendor, 
H^^eared among his nobles in a robe, made for him by the queen. 
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Dr. Bushnell has wisely remarked, in his ceDtenDial address, 
that " the age has been called a homespun age :" and we 
would add, one of simplicity, and of comparative happiness, 
when those artificial distinctions, the result of mere wealth, was 
then in a great degree unknown." The homespun age pro- 
duced economy in every member of the family, and they were 
contented with small things. 

Tne expense of living, prior to the revolution, was far lens 
than now, and what would then have been considered a suffi- 
cient sum to have rendered a man independent, would be looked 
upon at the present time as quite insignificant. Bimon Pease, 
of Newport, one of the " upper ten thousand" at that day, 
who lived in a state of elegance befitting his station, was ac- 
costed by a William Hookey, a silversmith, who had witnessed 
the expensive living of Mr. Pease : ^' It must cost you a great 
deal to support your family." Mr. Pease replied, *' that it cost 
him the enormous sum of $500 per annum " A person then 
worth ten thousand dollars, was considered a rich man, and 
even at this day of extravagance in the price of living, perhaps 
there b no maritime town, where the income arising from ten 
thousand dollard, would go as far in supporting a family, as it 
would in Newport 



EXTRACT FROM A SERMON 

Preached in Trinity Church, Newport, Rhode Island, on 
Monday, June 3rd, 1771, at the Funeral of Mrs. Abigail 
Wanton, late Consort of the Hon. Joseph Wanton, Jun., Esq., 
who departed this life on Friday, May 31st, 1771, in the 36ili 
year of her age. 

Bt George Bisset, M.A. 

'* St Loka zii. 40.— < £■ tb thbibtobb bbadt alio.' 

" It is to be remembered to her honor, that in the day of 
prosperity, and in an age noted for its tiioughtlessness and 
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MpatioD, her heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lord, to 
keep his commandroeDts. It was a practical maxim with her, 
that as God is our chief benefactor, and can alone be our ex- 
ceedmg joy, so he is justly entitled to our highest veneration 
and regard ; and that, consequently, it is surely good for us on 
every occasion, to draw near to him, both in his word and in 
his sacraments. Constant and regular was' her attendance 
here, where her behaviour was remarkably composed and 
Mrioas, equally distant from the indecent levity of those who 
woe hither solely to comply with custom, not having God in 
iD their thoughts, and from that constraining stiffness of the 
^oomj and superstitious, who imagine the object of their 
^(KBhip to be altogether such a one as themselves. 

" She carefully and steadily observed the precept of the wise 

®>n, * Keep thy foof when thou goest to the house of God ;' 

^ the whole of her deportment here always discovered that 

happy mixture of religious awe and filial confidence, which 

**^®fiBarily arises from just and worthy conceptions of the 

P^^tcst and best of Beings, who is greatly to be feared in the 

'■^•©ting of his saints, and to be had in reverence of all that are 

*out him. 

£ut her sense of religion was not confined to the Church, 
*** to the closet, but as she set God always before her, so that 
P^^t Being, who honoreth those who honor him, kindly con- 
"Wot^ her, with dignity and applause, through the several 
^^Uections and relations of life. She was a grateful and 
J'^itiful daughter, a prudent and affectionate wife, a tender and 
fulgent parent, a mild and gentle mistress, a sincere and con- 
■^^lit friend. She was a safe and easy companion, and pos- 
*^««d, in an eminent degree, the happy art of pleasing and 
•"^t^Ttaining in conversation, without ever having recourse to 
w« fashionable topics of slander and defamation. Her most 
mtixnate friends knew not, indeed, whether to admire more her 
■'^oet and engaging compliance towards those who were 
I*'"®«ent, or her tender regard for the character of the absent. 
Being highly sensible of the value of a good name, she always 
"Ooked upon it as base and ungenerous meanness to hurt any 
on© in that respect, either through malice, or a vain and un- 
meaning spirit of censoriousness ; and if wit and good nature 
oe incompatible, it must be honestly acknowledged, that she 
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had BO pretenBions to the former, as she was nerer able in the 
least to relish the horrid pleasure of exposing the mangled 
reputation of a neighbor for the amusem^it of the company ; 
on the contrary, it was her constant study and endeavor, to 
promote the interest of good will and friendship, by giving to 
merit its due praise^, by endeavoring to remove all cauBes of 
dissentions, by hiding the faults of those with whom she ood- 
versed, and by putting the best construction upon their words 
and actions, which they could possibly admit of ; and thus her 
excellent accomplishments, constantly employed in the .cause of 
virtue, were really a blessing to herself and to society ; beiiig 
agreeably recommended and set off by the still more valuable 
ornament ora meek, a candid, and a quiet spirit Those who 
moved in the higher spheres admired, and were charmed with 
that elegant simplicity, and unaffected gracefulness of manpera, 
with that solidity of judgment, and benevolence of heart, and 
with those thousand inexpressible decencies, which unifonnly 
appeared in all her words and actioiis ; and the poor, encouraged* 
by her condescensions, and refreshed and cherished by her 
extensive charity, rose up and called her blessed, and with 
heartfelt gratitude, almost adored the liberal hand which was 
so ready to supply their wants ; of which that universal gloom 
and dejection, which has now so remarkably overspread their 
faces, give a much more ample and noble testimony, than ai^ 
encomiums from this place. 

<< As her life was thus, in all respects, useful and agreeable, 
so it happily serves to confirm a truth, highly important to 
the interest of morality, that whoever is pitiful and courteous, 
and anxious to promote the happiness of others, will be \n&* 
versally beloved, and universally regretted. It was unnecessary, 
and perhaps impertinent, to have said so much of this amiable 
and universally admired character ; you all knew her worth, 
and I trust will long respect her memory ; and those who were 
most intimately connected with her, have no need to be pat in 
remembrance, that these things were, and were most dear to 
them." 

In the past, it was not the drapery alone which charmed the 
beholder, but rather the. moral and intellectual acquirements oi 
the mind ; these were the gems which rendered the casketi in 
comparison, valueless. The expenditures for Sohools and 
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Academies were far less than at the present period, and the 

pifogreas in knowledge as in actual accomplishment, far in ad- 

'vmee of Ais age. There was a solidity of judgment, a fixed- 

iMiof purpose, a devotion to principle, which distinguished 

tbe minds of a former age, and which rendered society highly 

ittndiye and agreeable. 

That lightness and frivolity of character, unbecoming the 
gentleman and lady, and which is disgusting to an elevated and 
nfined mind, yras not to be met with in the higher and fashion- 
d)le circles of society. 

We have given the foregoing extract of a most valuable ser- 
iBoo, io order to give the reader some idea of what then consti- 
toted greatness of character ; and would to God that the 
pneeot age would labor to copy after such an example as is 
Jww held up to view. 

If an the energies of the intellect, and all the treasures which 
hive been expended in fostering malignant passions, and in 
P'OBK)tiog contentions and warfare, had been devoted to the 
^t object of cultivating the principle of benevolence, and 
^Hboting happiness among men, the moral and physical 
'V^ of our world would, long ago, have assumed a very di^ 
^'^t appearance from what it now wears. 



^^HSALOGT OF THE MALBORN AND BRINLET FAMILIES. 

^*he Halbom and Brinley families figured largely in the past 

■•^Ofry of Newport Col. Godfrey Malbom was a native of 

*^^ce Anne county, Virginia, and his farm was near the city 

•^ borough of Norfolk. He came to Rhode Island about 

"^H>. He was a man of sturdy frame and character. The 

^'^dition is, that he disliked school discipline, absconded from 

"^ fiiends, became a sailor boy, and that he was actually bound 

^^ as ap apprentice to a ship-master, by the authority of the 

^**^u of Bristd, then in the jurisdiction of Massachusetts. 

^^'tuing his apprenticeship, by the death of one of his ancestors, 

^ became entitled to a large property in Virginia. He settled 

^ Newport, where he married Margaret Scott ; became, as 

^ reader has already seen, a distinguished merchant, and wa^ 
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eminently successful. In the war of 1746, with Franee and 
Spain, be fitted out several private armed vessels of war, whieb 
made many captures. He died at Newport, February 22dy 
1768, and was buried in the vault under Trinity Churchy of 
which he was one of the founders. He lefl two sods, Godfrey 
and John ; Thomas, another son, a graduate of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, having died at air early age, the victim, it has 
been said, of ab over-devotion to study. 

Gk>dfrey, the eldest son, was educated al Queen's College, 
Oxford ; returned to Ehode Island in 1774, and carried OB 
business on a large scale, ia company wkh his brother John. 
They were largely engaged in the Colonial Neatral trade^ in 
the war of 1756-'7, ending by the peace of 1763, and at first 
was uncommonly suceeasful, but in- the end suffeFed severely, 
by the application of the rule of 1756. Two large ships laden 
with sugar, bound for Hamburgh, having been captured, were 
condemned, after a long and expensive litigation in the English 
Courts of Admiralty. These, and other vexatious losses, in- 
duced Mr. Malbomr to retire from business, to the calm retreat 
of his krge estate, in Pomfret, Connecticut Mr. MallxMm 
built an Episcopal Church in Brooklyn, known as the '* Mat 
born Church." 

'* This was the first church erected, and for a long period, the 
only church of that denomination in this country. It waa 
erected before the Revolutionary war, by Godfrey Malbom, 
Jun., Esq., a gentleman from Ncwp)ort, Bhode Island. On hia 
removal to Connecticut, he brought with him fifty or sixty 
slaves, on his large estate on which he resided. A great pro- 
portion of the colored people in this part of the State are 
their descendants." — Connecticut Historical Coiledions. 

The Eev. Mr. Fog, the first Eector of the church, was a 
gentleman of highly respectable attainments, and continued to 
ofiSciate until his death. 

Mr. M'^lbom married Miss Brinley, of^Roxbury, sister of 
Francis Brinley, of Newport, and died without issue, 1785^ 
His remains lay interred in the church-yard of the Episcopi^ 
Church in Brooklyn. 

Godfrey Malbom, senior, had five daughters ; one married 
the above Francis Brinley ; another, the youngest, to Dr. 
William Hunter, father of the late Hon. William 
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One married Major Faircbild, oae Dr. Mac-Kay, and another 
Bhubei Hatchinson. 

Thomas Brinley, ia the reign of Charles the First, held the 
office ef Auditor-General At the downfall of that sovereign, 
he adhered to the fortunes of Charles the Second, and ibllowed 
kiffl oa his «jb^ upon the Continent. Upon the restoration of 
the eeoond Charles, he held the same office under him, and died 
ene year after ; he was buried in the middle aisle of Datchet 
church, near London ; the slab over his remains, stQl records 
these facts. 

Hie sgn, Francis, (the first of N-ewport,) left England, and 

^ved at Newport, Rhode Island, and there amassed a large 

^wtone; he died in Newport. He had previously sent his 

^dest 80B, Tbomaa, to England, for his education } he married 

^ London, and had three children, and died there with the 

■niaO-poz. His son, WilHara, died, aged 13. His eldest son, 

ff^ds, {the second,) and daughter Elizabeth, with their 

lather, came to America, and inhented the fortune of his 

S^ndfather. * He built the liouse at Iloxbury, after the model 

^^the old family mansion at Datchet, in England. 

Elizabeth, granddaughter of Thomas Brinley, Auditor- 
^neral for Kifig Charles First aad Second, came over with 
"^ 1>rother Frank and their mother, from England, and settled 
^ Roxbuiy ; she married a Mr^ Hutchinson, father of Shrimp- 
^ Butchinson, who married a Malborn. Mrs. CoL Putman, 
^®orge Brinley'fl wife's mother, was, in 1840, the only one of 
^d atock remaining, id. est. the Hutchinsons. 

There was a branch of the Brinley's in New Jersey, as 
^•*^y as 1776 ; I know this from the following records in my 
^o^ (Surveyor-GreneraPs :) — 

** Lib. 2, fok. «3 & 80 : > Wairrt. Survey and Patent, from 
8th Mareh, 1677. 5 Sir George Carteret, Knt., &a 
►prietor of E. Jersey, to Simon Brinley, * for a parcel of 
***^^ about the towne of Piscataway.' 



» J) 



^imon Brinley's will was recorded at Trenton, 5th January, 
^^^i-5, m " Boole A, of WiUs, page 348." I can trace him no 
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Frank W. Brinley, Esq., of Perth Amboy, N. J^ General 
Surveyor, one of my old schoolfellowSy baa kiDdly furaiahec 
some interesting notes of his family, which are here aubjobed 
as standing in most intimate relation with the past events of 
Newport 

'^ Thomas Bnnley, first son of Francis and Deborah, of Bos 
bury, Massachusetts, was a Eing^s Counsellor, and went tc 
England with the British troops. He married a Misa Leyed 
received a compensation from the British govemment, and diec 
in England ; he lefl no issue. 

" Edward Bnnley, third son, remained in Boston at the Be 
volution, and was much persecuted as a Loyalist ; be kepi i 
grocery in Boston, and was very unfortunate. He was fathei 
of George Brinley, druggist, now of Hartford, Connectiout 
and of Frank and William, who lived at Boxbury. 

*' Nathaniel Brinley, fourth son^ lived at Tingsbnry, a fiurmei 
of large estate : had one son, Bobert, still alive, and resident a< 
Tingsbury ; said to be <Hie of the best of men. 

" George Brinley, fiflh son, (my father's idoL) He wai 
Commissary in the Briti^ army, during the Bevolution. L 
1777, at the time of the action at Princeton, the British bein{ 
in New Brunswick and Perth Amboy, on his way from Nev 
Brunswick to Perth Amboy, with one servant, he was firec 
upon by a party of Provincial^, ^ minute^n>en,' who had coum 
down from Woodbridge, on the main road between Brunswid 
and Amboy, from what is now (1850,) known as the * Ok 
Tappan House,' in the village of Bonhamtown. He recdvec 
five musket balls in various parts of his body ; but retained hie 
seat on horseback. His servant, being somewhat behind; 
wheeled, and rode back to New Brunswick, reporting fail 
master as killed. Each ball made a flesh wopnd, and did no< 
touch a bone. George rode on, until he reached ^ HangmanV 
Comer,' (the parting roads from Perth Amboy, to Bonhamtowi 
and Woodbridge,) where he fell from his horse, from loss of 
blood, and was seen to fall by the sentinel at the ' King's bar 
racks.' A party was sent out, who brought him in, with hii 
horse, that remained by him. He laid many months at Am 
boy. My father, (Edward,) who came from Newport to atten< 
him, says, < that when he saw his uncle, he had lain so long 
that the shoulder-bones were through the skin.' He finally 
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reooviered, and retained with the British troops ; was appointed 
Commissary at Halifax, and afterwards Commissary- General of 
tbe British troops in America. 

" He married a daughter of Governor Wentworth, of New 
Hampehire, had two sons, Thomas and William, and a daugh- 
ter, Hary. William was a pay-master in the British army. 
Mary married a ' Moody,' in England, and one of her daugh- 
Un was in Boston two or three years ago. 

" Frank, my father's eldest brother, served his time with Dr. 
Hmiter,who married Miss Malbom, (my grand-mother's sister.) 
Frank was Surgeon of the * New- York Volunteers,' and went 
to Oarolma with them, — afterwards died at my father's house, 
(Edward Brinley,) at Bhelburne, in 1757-8. 

"Commissary George's son, Tom, was a Colonel in the 
Britiah army, and was with Sir John Moore, in Spain ; was 
detached to the West Indies, and there died an Adjutant- 
General. 

" Francis Brinley, my grand-father, lived at Newport, Ehode 
ykai ; married Aleph Malbom, daughter of Godfrey Malbom. 
My uncle, ' Frank,' died young ; was at College, at Cambridge, 
Xafisachusetts, at the time the British troops marched to 
I^xbgton. My father, Edward, was there on a visit to his 
bwJtber. On the retreat of the British, the Americans were in 
puvuit, and, from the circumstance of some of the British 
<jffic€rB having been with Frank and my father, (Ned,) imagined 
that Frank had * pilotted the troops.' The Americans, or some 
^'f them, were so exasperated, that my father and others were 
obliged to lower Frank, by sheets tied together, from one of 
the College windows ; while the Americans battered the door 
^ his room, and destroyed everything. 

" Frank and Ned afterwards came together, got an old horse 
from a pasture, and went " ride and tie' to Newport, * full of 
^''^th.' They met the British troops and joined them, and were 
o»lled * Tories' ever afterwards. My father says, * Had it not 
boen for this circumstance^ we would have been the best of 
I^emocrats.' 

" Deborah, my aunt, married an Episcopal clergyman, Kev. 
Diniel Fogg, of Brooklyn, Connecticut. She died a few years 
"80; had Francis Brinley Fogg, who studied at Newport, 
uodcr the late Hon. WiUiam Hunter, and removed to Nashville, 
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Xonnessee, where he married, and is an eminent lawyer : Ed- 
ward, who still lives with his aster, Aleph Brinley Fogg, at 
Brooklyn, and Godfrey Malbom Fogg, who is, I believe, still 
living. 

'' Elizabeth, my aunt, married Gapt William Littlefield, 
formerly of the ITnited States army, stationed at Newport ; 
Littlefield was aid-decamp to Gen. Nathaniel Greene, who 
married his sister. 

'* Edward Brinley Littlefield, of Tennessee, who was highly 
esteemed there, William, of Newport, and John, a physiciao, 
who died some years since, at New Orleans. 

" Thomas, my uncle, still resides at Newport, a very aged 
man, though remarkably vigorous for one of his years. (He 
has recently died, aged 87*.) 

'< Catharine, my aunt, married a Dr. Field, a Surgeon in the 
British army, and died at Jamaica, on Long Island, without 
issue. 

'^ Gertrude Aleph, my sister, married the Bev. Edward 
Gilpin, son of John Gilpin, long his Britannic Majesty's Gonsn] 
at Newport. ' 

'^ Elizabeth Parker, my sister, married the Bev. J .F. Halseyi 
son of Capt Halsey, of the United States' army. 

*^ My father married, in 1806, Mary, the daughter of Dr. 
Johnson, of Newport ; had issue, Edward L. Brinley, now a 
merchant, of the firm of Fumess, Brinley & Ck>., Philadelphia : 
he married Fanny, sister of Major Brown, now in Bussia. 

" My son, Edward, is an officer in the United States' navy. 

<< My father, Edward Brinley, resides with me ; he is 94 
years old, but will not use a cane. He was, when young, shot 
through the body, with an iron ramrod, still in my possession. 
The following is the copy of the record of the accident in bis 
own hand- writing : 

" * RECORD. 

<* < This ramrod was shot through my body, when I was 
about twenty-one years old. It was an accident, and happened 
thus ; I was out shooting snipe, robins, and other small birds, 
in company with a young man of about my own age ; his gun 
had an iron ramrod, and in the course of the morning's shooting 
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got fotil, and the ramrod stuck, and being stronger in the grip 
ivith my fingers, I had twice palled it out for him, the third 
time it stack so fast that I could not draw it I proposed 
faiDg against a crib, about twenty-five yards distance, and, I 
anppofle, I cocked the gun for that purpose. He objected, say- 
ing, that he would lose his sport for the remainder of the day. 
Ittientold him to take hold of the breech, and I took the end 
cf the ramrod, and both pulled away. I think it probable his 
hand was before the guard of the trigger, and he must have 
touched it with his finger. Off went the gun, the ramrod 
tiiroQgh my body. It entered about two or two and a half 
inches above my navel, and came out about the same distance 
from the back-bone, going, as the doctors said, through the 
lower part of the liver. The ramrod ' was found at the foot of 
tt apple-tree, in the same form that it is now, ^^•'"■^s , about 
thirty yards off. My companion, half-frightened to death, ran 
^ leaving me to get to a house, not far distant, but with a 
iive-rail fence to get over. An express was immediately sent 
^to town, about two miles distant, and my father, and mother, 
ttd sister, and three doctors, two of them skilful surgeons in 
®® British army, who then were in Newport, to whose know- 
Wge of similar cases, I am, probably, indebted for my life. In 
''^Ut three weeks I was taken to town in a litter, and in another 
"•i^Be weeks quite well, except weakness. 

** Given under my hand this Eighteenth day of October, 
A. D. 1848. 

" EDWARD BHINLEY, aged 90 years." 

** The pictures of my great-grand-father, and great-grand- 
"■mother, hanging up in my parlor, were painted by Simybert, 
rtio came over to this country with George Berkley, Lord 
Biabop of CJloyne, about 1700. The child in my great-grand- 
Dither's arms is my grandfather, Francis Brinley, (second of 
S'e'wport.) The back ground of the picture representing my 
great-grand-father, is <a view of his meadows, &c., with the 
town in the distance. The pictures are in good preservation, 
(fi^eize,) and have been pronounced * chef d'oeuvres ' 

*' The house at Roxbury, Massachusetts, built by Francis 
•brinley, of Roxbury, wAs after the model of the old family 
'"^^^^sion at Datchet, near London, and still is in good preeer- 
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1634. The record of the Brinley family, commences >d 
America. It will be perceived by the reader, that the Brinley 
family were Loyalists. They m.sy have thought, like Saul of 
Tarsus, whea he was waging a war of extermination against 
Christians, that they did it all in good conscience. But " the 
sword of the Lord and of Gideon" prevailed against our ene- 
mies ; and they and their descendants have reaped the blessings 
acquired by other hearts, and other hands, in the glorious 
enterprise. 

I have the following information of an old family of Newport 
taken from these Records, viz. : 

" Book C, page 158, ) Deed from Sarah Beape, widow of 

Ist August, 1694. } William Beape, late of Rhode 

Island, deceased, to William Marsh, son of Jonathan Marsh, of 

Newport, mariner, for certain lands in Monmouth county, 

N. J." 

William Brinley signs this deed as a witness ; dated in 
Shrewsbury, Monmouth county, New- York. 

It appears that this Sarah came from Newport, about the 
year 1676, and had one patent for land to her in Shrewsbury, 
of 2010 acres, and various other large patents ; one of 500 
acres, " in right of her deceased husband." - 

'* Lib. B 2, fol. 165, ) Deed from Jonathan Marsh, of New- 
20 Sept 1685. ) port, &c., merchant, to Sarah Beape, 
for a right of Propriety in East Jersey." 

From the above documents, I find that her husband's (Wil- 
liam Beape) will, was dated 1st August, 1670. 

« Lib. A, of Wills, page 5, ) Sarah Beape's Will ;" (by which 
7th of Jan. 1715. ) it appears she had a large 

estate in Weymouth, Dorsetshire, in Old England. She devises 
as follows) : — " To my grandson, William Brinley, my house 
lot, that I bought of the town of Newport, on Bhode Island, 
with the housings thereon. And also all my land at Back 
(Wreck) Pond ; and unto his three sons, Francis, William, 
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^>^ Thomas, a silver spoon to each, and all my tract of land 

^ about 400 acres, in freehold. To my granddaughter, 8arah 

«riiiley, feather-beds, &c. ; to my grandson William Brinley, 

^ great silver cup, and all my land that lyeth at Whale Point, 

^ all my right of propriety ; to my grand-daughter, Elizabeth 

Brinley, a silver spoon, &c. ; to my grandson, William Brinley, 

joangest son of Reape Brinley, my lands in Weymouth, in Old 

Sngland," &c. 

By her will she must have been very rich. 

My presumption is, that Francis Brinley, (first) of Newport, 
bd first, Thomas, then a second son, who married a daughter 
(if William and Sarah Reape, of Newport, and their son, Wil- 
KttD, emigrated about the year 1685, to Monmouth county, 
New Jersey, and settled with his grandmother ; he was one of 
Ike executors to his grandmother's will. 

^ William became a man of large possessions, and of 
nneh m)te. He is first named on the Records as a yeojnan, 
tbeo esquire, geutleman, and judge. The first grant of lands 
to him was in 1718 ; and he had many extensive grants of land 
Mdes those devised to him by his grandmother, Sarah. 

He died about the year 1765, in Shrewsbury. 

John Brinley appears on the Records, from 1754 to 1774. 
He died during the Revolution. 

Heape Brinley, heir of William Brinley, and the youngest son, 
(DMDtioned in Sarah Reape's will,) was*alive, in Shrewsbury, 
"• 10th August, 1801. His son, Joseph Brinley, lived near 
«tontown, in Shrewsbury, a man of considerable property, 
•^ • member of our Legislature about 1840. He died about 
'o43, leaving one child, a daughter. 



^•^^TBRABY AND PHILOSOPHICAL fi 

AT NEWPORT. 



■*^^ celebrated Dean, afterwards Bishop Berkley, who re- 

^ lere at the time is thought to have suggested its for- 

^'^^^i^ The society was select, and some of its members were 
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men of great intellectual power, amoDg whom were Judge 
Edward Scott, Hon. Daniel Updike, Governor Jonas Lyodon, 
Dr. John Brett, Hon. Thomas Ward, Hon. William EUeiy, 
Bev. James Honeyman, Bev. James Searing, Rev. Joha 
Chicklej, Jun., and the Rev. Jeremiah Condy, of Boston. 

Among the occasional numbers, were Governor Stephen 
Hopkins, and Samuel Johnson, D.D., afterwards PresideDt of 
Columbia College, New-York, and to this distinguished amy 
of talent the Rev. Elisha Callender also belonged. 

As this was probably one of the earliest societies of the kind 
in this country, we have thought that it might prove interesting 
to the reader, to subjoin a few extracts from the ^ Rules and 
Regulations of the Society.^' The original is in the hand^ 
writing of Judge Scott 

" First Regulation. — The members of this society shall meei 
every Monday evening, at the house of one of the memberSi 
seriatim^ and converse about, and debate, some useful qnestioa 
in divinity, morality, philosophy, history, &c. 

*' Second. — The member who proposes the question, shall be 
moderator, pro hoc vice, and see that order and decenqr be 
maintained in all the debates and conversation. 

*^ Fiflh. — No member shall divulge the opinions or arga- 
ments of any particular member, as to any subject debated IE 
the society, on penalty of a perpetual exclusion. Nevertheless, 
any member may gratify the curiosity of any that may enquire 
the names, number, general design, method, and laws of the 
society, and the opinions, or conclusions of the major part^ 
withc»ut discovering how any particular member voted. 

" Newport, February 2d, 1735.' 

One of the objects of this society, was the ooUection of 
valuable books. It was subsequently joined by Abraham 
Redwood, Esq., who gave the sum of five hundred pounds 
sterling, to increase its library, on condition that the society 
would build a suitable edifice. 

The society obtained a charter from the Colony in 1747, by 
the name of " The Company of the Bedwood Library." 

Abraham Bedwood, was the son of Abraham Bedwood, 
formerly of Bristol, England, and Mehitable, his wife, daughter 
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cf.Jonatf Langford, of the ialand of Antigua. At what time 
tbey came to Rhode Island is unknown. Mr. Redwood died 
IB Newport, in 1772. They belonged to the Society of Friends. 
Mr. Bedwood, by the death of an elder brother, became sole 
beir of the large estate of his grandfather, Langford, in 
Antigua. 

In 1748, the present classical building was commenced, from 
t (^Bsign by Mr. Harrison, the assistant architect of Blenheim 
House, England. It is remarked by Dr. Waterhouse, that in 
architectural taste and costly structure, Newport stood pre- 
cmioeDt. He says : " Where is there a structure now in New 
SoglaDd, that surpasses the Redwood Library ? We have 
ooly to bment its perishable material. If you say that it was 
copied from an Athenian temple, still there is some credit due 
totbem in selecting, seventy years ago, and relishing so chaste 
I specimen of Grecian taste." At this period, Newport was 
fte " Athens of America." 

We would suggest that the entrance to the Library be 
v^red, agreeably to its original design, which was a gate in 
tte centre, leading direct to the steps. It is now in bad taste, 
ad contrary to the rules of architecture. 

Henry. Collins, Esq., proved a noble coadjutor of Mr. Red- 
wood, and presented, in June, 1748, to the Company, the lot of 
■od then called Bowling- Green, on which the present edifice 
*wr8t^pds. 

^e building was not completed until 1750 ; a tax of twelve 

hoodred pounds was assessed on the members of the Company, 

to defray the expense of completing it. The principal library 

WH)m occupies the whole of the main building, is thirty-seven 

*^ long, twenty-six feet broad, and nineteen feet in height. 

The present number of volumes is 6,000. The King of 

•England gave to Redwood Library eighty-four volumes, of 

^hich seventy-two are large folios, and twelve octavos, which 

iseaid to be the largest collection sent to this country. The 

•**"re set has been nearly thirty-five years in the course of pub- 

*^tion, and from the great demand for the different works of 

^hich it is composed, many of them have become exceedingly 

•^•^^ and some of them are now out of print They consist 

^Doom^s-day Book, Statutes of the realm, Parliamentary Acts 

^ both England, Scotland, &a 
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The master builders of the library were, Wing Bpooner, 
Samuel Greene, Thomas Melville, and Isaac Chapman. 

Abraham Bedwood, of Dorset-place, Mary-le-bone, London, 
England, gave the homestead place, situated in Newport, to 
the library. In 1837, Baron Hollinguer, a distinguished bankor, 
of Paris, who was connected by marriage with the Bedwood 
family, presented the Company one thousand francs, for the 
restoration of the building. Many other bequests have bfeo 
made by the friends of literature. 

A certain elegant writer, (Dr. Waterhouse,) asserts, " Thai 
the founders of Bedwood Library, sowed the seeds of ndsom 
among us, and rendered the inhabitants, if not a more leamedi 
yet a better read, and more inquisitive people, than that of any 
other town in the then British Provinces." 

The late Dr. W. E. Channing, in a discourse delivered m 
Newport, in 1836, alludes to the neglected condition of tha 
Library, at the period during which he pursued his studies m 
the town. He says, *' I had no Professor to guide me ; bat I 
had two noble places of study,—- one was yonder beautiftd 
edifice, now so frequented, and so useful as a public libraiji 
then so deserted, that I spent day after day, and sometunei 
week after week, amidst its dusty volumes, without interrup- 
tion from a single visitor." 

The other classical spot was Easton*s Beach, then equaHy m 
retired, though now so much frequented. He remarks, in his 
usual glowing style : " No spot on earth has helped to form xne 
so much as that beach. There I lifted up my voice in praise^ 
amid the tempest; there, softened by beauty, I poured out my 
thanksgiving, and contrite confessions. There, in reverentud 
sympathy with the mighty power around me, I became oon* 
scions of power within. There, struggling thoughts and 
emotions broke forth, as if moved ' to utterance by nature^ 
eloquence of the winds and waves. There began a happiness 
surpassing all worldly pleasure, alf gifls of fortune, the happi- 
ness of communing with the works of God." 

As the name of Berkley has been introduced in this conneo- 
tion, it may not be amiss to dwell somewhat on his character, 
which, for moral purity, was unexampled. Berkley was en- 
dued with great powers of mind, and possessed vast stores of 
erudition. His intellectual and moral qualities, inspired to 
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brm in him a character of high and attractive excellence. 
The learned Bishop Atterbory said of him, " 80 much inno- 
%noe, and such humility, I did not think had been the portion 
if inj but angels, until I saw this gentleman." Pope, who as 
I friend knew him well, describes him as possessed of '^ every 
firtae under Heaven." 

It was to such society, that Newport was indebted for the 
InteDlgeoce and refinement of manners, which characterized her 
pttt history. Berkley was highly prepossessed in favor of 
Keiwport, as his letters to his friends plainly show. 

The following is an extract, from a letter, written by Dean 
Berkley, to Thomas Prior, Esq. 

■ 

" Newport, on Bhode Islaivd, 
April 24th, 1729. 

" I can by this time say something to you, from my own 
ttperieoce, of this place and people. The inhabitants are of a 
mixed kind, consisting of many sects, and subdivisions of sects. 
Here are four sorts of Anabaptists, besides Presbyterians, 
Quakers, Independents, and many of no profession at all. 
Notwithstanding so many differences, here are fewer quarrels 
iboQt religion than elsewhere, the people living pe^eably with 
fteir ndghbors of whatsoever persuasion. They all agree in 
<Ae point, that the Church of England is the second best. 
^ island is pleasantly laid out in hills and vales, and rising 
pomi J bath plenty of excellent springs, and fine rivulets, and 
iDtty delightful landscapes of rocks, and promontories, and 
^jacent lands. 

" The town of Newport is the most thriving place in all 
Ajfierica, for business. It is very pretty, and pleasantly situ- 
*^ I was never more agreeably surprised, than at the first 
■ght of the town and harbor." 

The followiDg verses were written by Bishop Berkley, 
during his- residence in Newport, which fact demands their 
^wertion. 
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" OK THE PROSPECT OF PLANTING ARTS AND UCABNINO 

AMERICA. 

" The mnM diagostod al an age and dime, 
Bftiren of every gloriooi theme ; 
In distant lands, now waits a better time, 
Producing sabjeeti worthy fame. 

In happy climes, where from the genial son 

And yirgin earth, fresh soenes ensue, 
The force of art by Nature seem outdone, 

And fancied beauties by the true. 

In happy climes, the seat of innocence. 
Where Nature guides and Tirtue rules ; 

Whore men shall not impose for truth and sense, 
The pedantry of Courts and schools. 

There shall be sung another golden age, 

The rise of empire and of arts ; 
The good and great inspiring epic rage. 

The wisest heads, and noblest hearts. . 

Not such as Europe breeds in her decay. 
Such as she bred when fresh and young ; 

When heavenly flame did animate the day, 
By future ages shall be sung. 

Westward the course of empire takes ita way, 

The four first acts already past ; 
A fifth shall close the drama with the day, 

Time's noblest offspring is the last." 

" The Minute Philosopher,^^ which he penned whfl 
was a resident of Newport, conHists of a series of dialo 
involving most of the important topics in debate between ( 
tians and Infidels, the principal arguments by which CI 
anity is defended, and the principal objections with whi 
has been opposed. 

In treating on academical study, he remarks, *^ Acade 
study may be comprised in two points, reading and medit 
Their reading is chiefly employed on ancient authors, in 
languages ; so that a great part of their time is spent in 1 
ing words, which, when they have mastered with infinite 
what do they get by it ? but old and obsolete notions, \ 
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are now quite exploded and out of use : tben, as to their 
meditatioiis, what can they possibly be good for ? He that 
wants the proper materials of thought, may think and meditate 
for ever to no purpose. Those cobwebs, spun by scholars out 
of their own brains, being alike unserviceable, either for use or 
ornament Proper ideas, or materials, are only to be got by 
frequenting good company. I know several gentlemen, who, 
since their appearance in the world, have spent as much time 
in rubbing off the rust and pedantry of a college education, as 
they had before in acquiring it." — Minute PhUosopker^ pp. 
35,36. 

" The weather was so fine, we had a mind to spend the day 
abroad^ and take a cold dinner under a shade in some pleasant 
part of the country. Whereupon, after breakfast, we went 
down to a beach, about half-a-mile off, where we walked on the 
smooth sand, with the ocean on one hand, and on the other, 
'wild broken rocks, intermixed with shady trees and springs of 
water, till the sun began to be uneasy. We then withdrew 
into a hollow glade between two rocks. 

" Here we felt that sort of joyful instinct which a rural scene 
inspires, and proposed no small pleasure in resuming and con- 
tinuing our conference without interruption till dinner. But 
we had hardly seated ourselves, and looked about us, when we 
saw a fox running by the foot of our mound, in an adjacent 
thicket. A few moments after we heard a confused noise of 
the opening oi hounds, the winding of horns, and the shouts of 
the country squires." — Berkley, 

It must strike the mind of the reader with surprise now 
that the island is nearly cleared of wood, that such fine sport 
was enjoyed by the early inhabitants ; but one hundred and 
twenty-five years have wrought great and surprising changes. 

The spot which Berkley so graphically describes, is the 
Hanging Bocks, which was his favorite retreat ; it is near 
Sachueet Beach, on which he often rambled. It was not far 
from Whitehall, his former place of residence. The scenery is 
highly romantic, and, to a mind like his, was justly appreciated. 

Bishop Berkley, during his residence at Newport, augmented 
the library of Harvard CJollege, by valuable donations of the 
Latin and Greek classics. To Yale (College he presented eight 
hundred and eighty volumes; and, on his departure from 
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Newport, he gave the Whitehdl estate, conaiating of hia manaion 
and one hundred acres of land, for three scholarahipa in Latin 
and Oreek. He returned to England in 1733, and died and* 
denlj and calmly at Oxford, January Uth, 1753, in the 73d 
year of his age. 

Bishop Berkley, though an Episcopalian, was no sectarian, 
as his public gifts plainly show. He was far in advance of the 
age in which he lived, which is evident from the prophetic 
vision in his poem, " On the Prospect of Planting Arta and 
Learning in America." 

This extraordinary prophecy may be considered only as the 
result of long foresight and uncommon sagacity ; of a foresight 
and sagacity stimulated, nevertheless, by exciting feeling and 
high enthusiasm. 8o clear a vision of what America would 
become, was not founded on square miles, or on existing num- 
bers, or on any vulgar laws of statistics. It was an intuitive 
glance into futurity ; it was a grand conception, strong, ardent| 
glowing, embracing all time since the creation of the world, 
and all regions of which that world is composed ; and, judging 
of the future by just analogy with the past And the inimit- 
able imagery and beauty with which the thought is expressed, 
joined to the conception itself, render it one of the most strik- 
ing passages in the language. 

Could he have lived to this day, to witness the rapid strides 
which have been made westward, until the Pacific Ocean has 
been reached, and cities planted by American enterprise, it 
would have rejoiced his benevolent heart And it should bo 
matter of exultation and pride to every American, that repub- 
lican principles are destined to exert a moral, and poHtical 
influence over this vast continent. Nothing short of the power 
of €k)d, has wrought such stupendous changes, in so short m 
period of time. 

The high encomium passed on the state of society in New- 
port, by Bishop Berkley, was highly honorable and commen- 
datory, and should influence the inhabitants to cherish a spirit 
of mutual forbearance and kindness, toward one another. His 
mind was not circumscribed and limited to self; he took m 
broad and comprehensive view of things, and believed that 
good would ever spring up out of evil. He remarks that 
** men of narrow capacities, and short sight, being able to 
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no farther than one link in a chain of consequences, are shocked 
at small evils, which attend upon vice. But those who can 
enliige their views, and look through a long series of events, 
miy behold happiness resulting from vice, and good springing 
OQtof evil, in a thousand instances." — Minuie Fkilosapiker. 

** The Rev. George Berkley, D. D., was bom and educated 

b Ireland, b^g of an English family, who had settled there in 

^ time of the Stuarts. His native place was Kilcrin, in the 

county of Kilkenny, where he was bom in 1684. In his youth, 

£^6 his friend Oglethrope, he was patronized by the Earl of 

Peterborough, who had an instinct for discovering and bringing 

^orw^rd men of different orders of talent Berkley was also 

Oxe mtimate fnend and companion of Pope, Dean Swift, and 

Sir Richard Steele, for the latter of whom he wrote several 

pi^oes for his periodical, called ** The Ouardian.^ 

^ Displaying at an early age great literary abilities, Berkley 

*Mii gained a high reputation in the learned world, by several 

^ those works which still entitle him to be classed among the 

'^^oat profound aad original inquirers into the philosophy of 

VBiiid and the first principles of knowledge. His first work, 

written before he was twenty years of age, was on mathematics. 

*Iliia was followed at various periods, among other writings, by 

his *< Essay towards a new theory of Vision ;" " Principles of 

Human Knowledge," and ^ Alciphron, or the IJinute Pbilo- 

*(>pher," the latter of which was written during his residence 

in Newport, Rhode Island. 

^ This great public benefactor was promoted in 1734, 
through the patronage of Queen Carohne, to the Bishopric of 
Cloyne, and resided in that diocese until July, 1752, when he 
foinoved to Oxford, to superintend the education of his son. 
^ He had three sons and a daughter. In person he was 
itout, and well made, his face was benignant and expressive, 
*nd his manners elegant, engaging, and enthusiastic. In the 
^A^to part of his life he continued his literary labors, and pub- 
1^^ various of his writings. His ^^ Minute Philosopher,'^ 
^nittem as we have mentioned during his residence at Newport, 
^^e Island, was published in 1732. 

^ fiis remains were interred in Christ Church, Oxford, and 
^ elegant monilment was erected to his memoiy by his widow.** 
^i\re^ YorJk AUas. 
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ELEGANT COUNTRT AND TOWN BESIIMBNCBS. 

As Newport increased in wealth and prosperity, many of her 
eminent citizens turned their attention to the erection of town 
and country residences ; the most splendid of which, was that 
erected by Col. Godfrey Malborn, about one mile fixDm the 
State House. It was commenced in 1744, and was some time 
in the course of completion. It waa sixty-four feet front, and 
fifty-two in depth, and was pronounced the most splendid edi- 
fice in all the Colonies. The materials of which it was built 
was Connecticut stone. It was two stories high, with a double- 
pitched room, dormer windows, with a cupola, which com- 
manded an extensive riew of the ocean, and Narraganset Bay. 
In architectural style, it is said to have resembled the State 
House. The fifleen steps leading to the hall were spacious, and 
standing as the building did on elevated ground, gave to it an 
imposing appearance. The interior is said to have been equally 
as grand. The doors were of mahogany, as well as the elegant 
finished circular stair- way, which led to the attic. An aged 
gentleman, of Newport, remarked to the author, *' that the cost 
of the stair-way alone, he had heard his father say, was equal 
to the expense of building the Brenton House, now owned and 
occupied by Simmons S. Coe, Esq., in Thames-street The 
estimated expense of this palace, for it well deserves the appel- 
lation, was one hundred thousand dollars. 

The farm consisted of upwards of six hundred acres, extend- 
ing north to Coddington^s Cove. The garden, which lay direct 
in front of the mansion, with natural embankments, embracing 
as it did ten acres, was encbantmgly laid out, vnth graveled 
walks, and highly ornamented with box, fruits of the rarest 
and choicest kinds, flowers, and shrubbery of every description. 
Three artificial ponds, with the silver fish sporting in the water, 
gave to the place the most romantic appearance. We have 
oflen fancied to ourselves, in our youthful days, when seated od 
the high fiight of steps which led to the spacious hall of this 
princely mansion, and which commanded an extensive view of 
the beautiful bay of Newport, of the magnificent state in which 
Col. Malborn must have lived, far beyond any thing of the 
present day. It is one thing to* have wealthy and another to 
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know how, and in what manner to appropriate it There waa, 
at this period, aublime conception and taste, which enabled the 
gentleman to beautify and adorn the island. 

No situation could possibly exhibit a scene more diversified 
and pleasing than this ; here the eye wandered from one beauty, 
to another more enchanting, and when it seemed to have 
discovered a still more superior view, the lightest glance pre- 
flSBted another, if possible more inviting and wonderful, — 
^parently raised by the power of magic to captivate the 
^iBtonished beholder. 

This seat was once the resort of all the gay, and great ones 

<3( the island, and has been the scene of many a splendid 

fcaoquet and joyous festivals. 



Hbbb, if some wsnd'riDg wreteh, the ehUd of !kU 
Told hia Hul Ulo, and humbly adi'd relief; 

No rarly iiieiii»l drove him from the gute, 
Hamanity beguiled the tear of griefl 

The well-known beneh the mees will over-ereep^ 
And where each roee in gay Inxnrianoe hong, — 

Rnde tangling weede will proud dominion keep. 
And BetUee group the spot where bloetomi iprong. 

Wild berries einst'ring on its itraggling thorn, 
Will then remain, to mark the thrubb'ry's bound ; 

O'er-grown with weeds, the solitary lawn, 
To mem'ry searee will prove its high renown. 

The dreary theoght my sinking heart appals, 
And trembling I quit the fancied gloom 

Alas ! like this, each human fabrie falls, 
And gradual sinks oblivions in the tomb. 

Mi^Jeetie ruin ! noble In deeay,— 

Thy fame shall live, when thou art sunk away." 



On June 7th, 1766, this elegant dwelling was entirely con- 
sumed by fire. The Colonel had a large party at dinner. It was 
S calamity to be deplored. His name, however, has become 
^tnmortalized by the erection of this magnificent structure, with 
^le garden attached, which still bears the name of " Malborx^'s 
Oarden," though but little remains beside the artificial ponds. 
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Saturday dinners were alternately given among the principal 
families, and continued untU the death of Francis Brinley, Esq. 
One principal dish, which was served up on the occasion, was 
dun-fish^ a very choice article. Thomas Brinley, Esq., informed 
the author, that they cost at that day, as high as ten doUars 
per quintal. The process of cooking them was quite different 
from the ordinary mode now pursued ; they were placed in 
soak over night, then taken out and sewed up in a napkin, and 
simply simmered ov^ the fire ; they were then served up whole, 
with melted butter and boiled eggs. A variety of other dishes 
went to make up the entertainment 

It was on one of these occasions, that the blacks in the 
kitchen of Ck>l. Malbom, through carelessness, permitted the 
wood- work above the fireplace to take fire, and being destitute 
of brains, did not at once throw on a backet of water, which 
w^ould have extinguished it. It spread so rapidly, that before 
the engines arrived from Newport, it was enveloped in a sheet 
of fiame, and beyond their power to check its progress ; its 
walls crumbled and fell. 

It has been stated that the Colonel bore his loss with much 
sang-froid, but this tradition we do not believe. A ridiculous 
statement was made in a small work, published a few years 
since, that Mrs. Malbom, for fear that her rich and costly 
furniture would be injured, prohibited the firemen from entering 
the house. Now, the presumption is, that Mrs. Malbcnm, Uke 
all other ladies, was so much terrified, as not to dictate on this 
occasion, but to make her exit from the burning house with aB 
possible dispatch, and hence save her life 

The wealthy portion of Newport, in those days, lived in 
epicurean style ; perhaps there was no place in the Colonies^ 
that could vie with them in the magnificence of their public 
entertainments. It was Old-English hospitality, — ^when the 
wine was passed round after dinner, and then followed " the 
feast of reason, and the flow of soul.*' 

The town-house of Col Malbom, which is yet standing in 
Newport, was a splendid habitation. It is an ancient brick 
building, and has an imposing appearance with its portico, 
double flight of lofty steps, and its heavy and highly ornamental 
iron gate and railings. On the gate-posts were placed stone 
pine-apples, and the iron railing around the portico, bore the 
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idtiab O. If. in the centre. The interior also presented many 
>eetig€B of its former splendor, in its gilded cornices and panel 
work, and its mantels of rich marble. A splendid ball, with a 
noble flight of circular stairs, reaching to the attic, displayed 
the fine taste of its owner. Does the reader ask, where is this 
building ? Alas ! the hand of modern vandalism has shorn it 
of its former splendor ; it is now but an ordinary building, and 
Bcarcely noticed. 

Mr. Malborn added much to the interest of the place, and 
vras generous in all his public acts. It is said that he once re* 
znariLed, " What will not money buy ?" — ^being a man of ordi- 
xiaiy appearance, a wag standing near, overheard the remark, 
tfod was disposed to have some sport. He penned the follow- 
SR^lmes, and stuck them up where they could be seen and 



** An the money in the place, 
Won't haj Old Mattwm a handfome face." 

This highly exasperated Gol. Malborn, whereupon he offered 
a reward of ten guineas to find out the author. The real 
miR^tior came forward, and frankly acknowledged it. It is said, 
tkaA the Colonel was so much amused with the joke, that he 
paid him the reward, and treated him in the bargain. Com- 
m^RTe expands the mind, and liberalizes the heart. 

TChe site formerly occupied by Mr. Malborn's house, after a 
poR-iod of eighty-four years, has been improved by J. Prescott 
H^UjEsq., of New- York, who h»s erected a house for a sum- 
m^R* residence, but the glory has departed. 

^dr. Hall's mother was the daughter of Peter Mumford, Esq., 
0^ I^ewport, and his wife being a Khode Island lady, daughter 
oT the late Hon. James D' Wolf, of Bristol, has attached him 
^ Newport 



FIBB-ENOINE, No. 1,— MILL STREET. 

Lgine No. 1, was the gift of Col. Godfrey Malborn. It was 
^^^Uiactured by Newsham and Ragg, of London, in the year 
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173.6 With the ezoeption of the box, it remainB the aame, and 
is pronounced as perfect a specimen of the kind| as iB to be m afc. 
with, even in this day of improvement 

Jadge Bowler, like most of the wealthy merchants of thafc 
period, had his town and country residence. The formor i^ 
now the Vernon Mansion, corner of Clarke and Maiy-atreeta^ 
and is certainly a beautiful specimen of architecture. And thi^ 
latter, the farm, now occupied and belonging to the heirs o^ 
Isaac Chase, in Portsmouth, which then contained an 
garden, filled with every description of fruits and flowers, wi' 
artificial ponds, &c.,at present is nothing more than an ordin 
place. 

Mr. Bowler married, in 1750, Ann Fairchild, of Newpo^^ 
and left a number of descendants. 

Vaucluse, the residence of the late Samuel Elam, Esq., 
inherited from his uncle, Jarvis Elam, who resided on the pla 
for many years before his death. Samuel was an 
gentleman of the old school, and the taste which he display 
in la3dng out, and embellishing his grounds, is evidence of 
truth of the remark. His style of living was profuse, and 
could well afford it, for his income was large, and fuUy 
quate to keep up such an establishment On occasions, 
he gave large dinner parties to his friends, the choicest vian< 
graced his table, as well as superior wines and liquors, of whiotfs^ 
he was a connoisseur. Many were the entertainments given 0^ 
Vaucluse, in which the guests were treated with suroptuoiff^ 
hospitality. 

His equipage was after the English style, with postillion an<7 
footman. He had his town as well as country residence ; and, 
on bank days, (for he was President of the Rhode Island TJnioo 
Bank,) he uniformly took dinner at Newport An old female 
domestic, Marcy Sambo, took charge of the house, and provided 
for the occasion. He was a Quaker, and wore the peculiar 
garb of that sect, and contributed to the society. He was a 
gentleman of strong prejudices, but whenever he took a fancy 
to an individual, he was most strongly devoted. Many an 
anecdote is related of him, which goes to con^gborate the truth 
of the remark. His port and carriage was truly dignified and 
noble. His property fell to a nephew, residing in England, 
who came over to Amenca, and disposed of his whole estate ; 
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tnd he imme^ately returned home, his taste being different 
from that of his uncle's. Vauduse is now the property of 
Thomas R. Harard, Esq., and is certainly the most interesting 
qwt on the island. 

The garden contains seventeen acres, most elegantly laid out, 

including a labyrinth, with serpentine walks, a fit emblem of 

ancient Troy. The walks are spacious, and running in different 

direcUons, presents a charming and picturesque scenery, and 

such as a highly cultivated mind would justly appreciate. The 

firm consists of about one hundred and fifty acres, scientifically 

cultivated. Mr. Harard is a practical farmer; every thing 

Sttdicatias system and proper management, and a walk over his 

'^extensive grpnnds, would soon convince the reader, that we 

'Slave not too highly colored the picture. 

Many other beautiful residences were to be found on the 
"island, in her palmy days ; the Overing, Bannister, &c., which 
«bowB the taste of the inhabitants at that interesting period. 

Many of the inhabitants were from the first families in Eng- 
TIand, and Newport was regarded not only for her commercial 
importance, but as the emporium of fashion, refinement, and 
taste. ^' This aristocratic trait of character has continued among 
her inhabitants to the present day." The writer from whom 
we have made this extract, says, '' But the change of popula- 
tion, and the death, dispersion, and poverty of those families, 
has now reduced society more conformable to the general 
repubHcan manners of the country, and has levelled those 
arbitrary distinctions, which once so generally prevailed." 
Now the views here entertained of the aristocracy of Newport, 
being based on wealth, and the loss of wealth levelling those 
distinctions, is not founded in fact The aristocracy of New- 
port rested on a sub-stratum more durable. It was intellect, 
and refinement of manners, which made the broad distinction 
in society. The mere boor, with no other recommendation 
than money, his ^ciety was not courted ; while many, whose 
pecuniary means were limited, were held in high estimation 
fiyr their moral and intellectual acquirements. This was the 
peculiar characteristic which distinguished the age, and which 
outweighed every minor consideration. 

** Worth thso made the m«n,not money— the want of It the fellow ; 
The itit waa aU but leather or pranella." 
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We wage no crusade against wealth, provided it be jiisti^ 
acquired, and judiciously appropriated. But when it is mmd^ 
the idol, and used as an instrument of power, it then becomes 
a curse ; and induces many to obtain it in the most fraudulent 
manner, in order that their respectability may be secured. I^ 
is truly painful, when we Reflect, that man can be so 
with gold, which will perish with the using ; and arrogate 
much self importance, when there is evidently a want of int 
lectual ballast, which renders them pitiful objects lo contemplai 

" There'i,not a day, bat to the mim of thought^ 
Betrftji some secret, — that throwi new reproaoh 
On life, and makes him sick of seeing man." 

In 1768, the ship Endeavor, commanded by Gapt. Jam' 
Cook, sailed from England for the South 8eas, having 
board Sir Joseph Banks, &c., for the purpose of observing 
transit of Venus over the Sun's disk, which took place on 
4th of June, 1769. After making the observation at Otaheit^^ 
Capt Cook proceeded south, and having made many discoverie^B^ 
returned, by the way of the Cape of Good Hope, to Englanc( 
in 1771. She was subsequently engaged in the whaling bust 
nees, and put into Newp)ort, in consequence of the war between 
England and France, where she was condemned. She was 
then sold for the benefit of the underwriters, to Capt. John 
Cahoone, and his brother, Stephen, (father of Benjamin J. Ca> 
hoone, Esq., of the United States' navy,) who were building a 
packet called the Concord, and the materials which were found 
suitable were worked in. For many years the lower part of 
her hull lay on Cahoone's shore, at the south part of the town. 
It has long since disappeared, having been manufactured into 
canes, boxes, &c., as curiosities. William Gilpin, Esq., has in 
his possession the crown, taken from her stern. 



CUKDALL'S mLLS. 



The fanciful name now employed is the " Glen." We pretet^ 
however, the original name, as being associated with many 
interesting events. It is now the property of the Hon. Samuel 
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Clarke, who married Barbary, the daughter of the late Joseph 
Cundally Esq., of Portsmouth. Judge Clarke furnished the 
anthor with the subjoined facts : 

*^ The earliest notice of the Gundall family in my possession 

ii, an indenture of apprenticeship of Joseph Cundall, son of 

widow Cundall, of Bruotloff, in the county of York, England ; 

laid indenture is dated * first day of ye first month, calleil 

March, in the fifth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lady 

Queen Anne, A. D. 1706.' As the term of time required to 

learn a trade was seven years at least, it may be supposed that 

aaid Joseph Oundall was born alk>ut 1692. Said Joseph Cun> 

daD erected, or purchased, a small fulling-mill, where a stone 

fictory now stands, in which to dress woolen cloths, &c., and 

purchased a third of a dwelling house, in the north-east comer 

of Hunting Swamp, (where sportsmen resorted for game) ; said 

liouBB stood on the south side of the highway, nearly opposite 

tte residence of what was then Abraham Anthony's, who was 

Town Clerk of the town of Portsmouth. At this house, the 

"Wife of said Joseph Gundall died, on the 3rd day of June, 1745. 

Said Joseph Gundall purchased, of James Sisson, the farm, long 

caDed Gundairs Homestead. It contained forty-six acres, with 

m fulling-mill, and other buildings thereon." 

The farm at present consists of one hundred and forty acres. 
^e desoendants now living are Isaac Gundall, Samuel B., and 
Hary, the wife of Perrin Burdick, merchant, of Newport, and 
'Barbary, the wife of Judge Glarke, who resides at the place. 

On Christmas-eve, December 24th, , a violent snow storm 

^wcnrred, in which Mr. Gundall, on leaving his mill for home, 
"perished, having lost his way. 

Oondall's Mills is que of the most romantic spots on the 
idand, and has become a general resort of strangers, who 
visit Newport in summer, to enjoy the salubrity of its climate, 
and its picturesque scenery. The walk through the shady 
bower of trees, which opens to the east passage, with Tiverton 
tod Little Gompton in view, is a rural scene, at once grand and 
imposing, suited to convey a just appreciation of the enjoyment 
of retirement, over the busy whirlpool of fashion. 

The stream of water, which propels the small fulling-mill, 
adds beauty and sublimity to the scene. It flows on uninter- 
mptedly in its course, agreeably to the language of the poet :— - 
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*( How itMdily thou mormiiraii od, tlioa taogtod Btlla 
Thmt gfcealthily in thia deep glen hidw— from the day*! hrtmd bMm | 
Small birds mzo liDging near Uiee, groon bmnoliM weto od high, — 
Bat iioither breow, nor bird'i glad aong^ thy mazm'ri^g nay pot ^," 



LAWTOITS VALLBT. 

This valley, or gullej, as it was once called, is situated <m flie 
west side of the island, in the town of Portsmouth. This is a 

delightful retreat in summer ; blooming wild weeds hang loxmi- 
antlj in waving wreaths from innumerable impending projectioiis 
of rock. Many beautiful vagrant rills gently steal Uirough ti- 
rious crevices, while some, impeded in their course by rude ihig- 
ments of stone, impetuously break a passage, and precijutate 
the sparkling foam down the declivity, till it pauses in tbo 
many windings of a gentle stream. It is sublimely beautiful to 
contemplate this wild luxuriance of prolific nature. No qpoi 
furnishes more inviting rides and walks than the island of Bkode 
Island, and to the mind of perception and taste, is presented a 
wide field for contemplation on the beauties of nature. 

The entrance to this rural retreat, is situated about midway 
of the road running west from the Union Meeting-house, near the 
bridge, known as CufiTs bridge. Guff was an old fiunily negro^ 
belonging to the Lawton family. His residence was a small 
cottage at the base of the hill, near the bridge. The old cellar 
is all that remains to mark the spot. We well remember his 
coming to market, in his old-fashioned coat, with the prodaoe 
of his small plantation. These reminiscences afford pleasure 
and delight, far beyond anything of the present day. 

This portion of the island is veiy interesting, and to one who 
prefers solitude to the vortex of fashion, presents attractions of 
a highly interesting character. 



COUNT SEQUIN'S VIEWS ON SEEING NEWPORT. 

^' Other parts of America were only beautiful by anticipatioii, 
but the prosperity of Bhode Island was already complete ; 



/ 
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cjofltry, cultivation, activity of trade, were all carried to great 

ji^^xfectioD. 

^* Newport, well and regularly built, contained a numerous 

p^:^ jpulation, whose happiness was indicated by its prosperity 

I^ offered delightful circles, composed of enlightened men and 

nrm^iwlest and handsome women, whose talents heightened their 

j^^^vBonal attractions. All the French officers who knew themi 

r^5-^3(t]ect the names and beauty of Miss Champlin, the two 

Hunter, and several others. 

* Like the remainder ^of my companions, I rendered them 

>, to which they were justly entitled, but my longest 

>ite were paid to an old man, very silent, who very seldom 

his thoughts, and never bared his head. His gravity 

.^monosyUabic conversation announced at first that he was a 

It must however be ccHifessed, in spite of all the 

leratidii I felt for his virtues, our first interview would pro- 

^^AWy have been our last, had not I seen the door of the draw- 

•n)om suddenly open, and a being which resembled a nymph 

Mm than a woman, enter the apartment. So much beauty, 

much mmplicity, so much elegance, and so much modesty, 

'^^^99 perhaps never combined in the same person. It was 

^oBy Leighton, (the way it was then pronounced, but it was 

•1^^ spelt Lawton,) the daughter of my grave Quaker. Her 

K<>wn was white, like herself, while her ample muslin necker- 

cliiefy and the envious cambric of her cap, which scarcely 

^Ifewed me to see her light-colored hair, and the modest attire, 

^ «hort, of a pious virgin, seemed vainly to endeavor to conceal 

^0 most graceful figure, and the most beautiful form imaginable. 

Her eyes appeared to reflect, as in a mirror, the meekness and 

I^ty of her mind, and the goodness of her heart ; she 

'^cciTed us with an open ingenuity which delighted me, and 

^ "Use of the familiar word * thou,' which the rules of her sect 

P^^^oribed, gave to our acquaintance the appearance of an old 

friendship. 

** In our conversation she excited my surprise, by the candor, 

*uJl of originality, of her questions : 

** • Thou hast, then,' she said, * neither wife nor children in 

Bur^ope, since thou leavest thy country, and comest so far to ' 

^S^Btge in that cruel occupation, war ?' 

** * But it is for your welfare,' I replied, * that I quit all I 
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held dear, and it is to defend your liberty that I come to fig^ 
the English.' 

^ V The English,' she rejoined, ' have done thee no harm, and 
wherefore shouldst thou care about our liberty ? We ought 
never to interfere in other people's business, unless it be to 
reconcile them together, and prevent the effumon of blood.' 

^ ' But,' said I, * my king has ordered me to come here, tad 
engage his enemies, and your own.' 

" ' Thy king, then, orders thee to do a thing which is unjotl^ 
inhuman, and contrary to what thy God ordereth. Thoa 
shouldst obey thy God and disobey thy king, for he is a kii^ 
to preserve, and not to destroy. I am sure that thy wife, if slit 
has a good heart, is of my opinion.' 

'' What could I reply to that angel ? for, in truth, I wm 
tempted to believe that she was a celestial being. Certain it ii^ 
that^ if I had not been married and happy, I should, wbakl 
coming to defend the liberty of the Americans, have lost mj 
own, at the feet of Polly Leighton. 

" The impression produced upon me by this channing gqil^ 
was so Afferent from what is experienced in the gay vortex of 
the world, that, as a natural consequence, it diverted my miiid| 
at least for a time, from all idea of concerts, f&tds, and balb. 

*' However, the ladies of Newport had acquired strong cbuips 
upon our gratitude, by the kind reception they had honored 
with, and by the favorable opinion Uiey expressed of our 
panions in arms, whose absence they deeply regt^tted ; 
resolved to give them a magnificent ball and supper, a step not 
dictated by absolute prudence, since we Were only aevrai or 
eight officers, ten leagues distant from our army. * 

*' Long Island, which was occupied by our enemies, was not 
far from Newport ; and we were told that the English privia- 
teers sometimes made their appearance on the coast. Suoh 
being the case, and the report of our fM having got abroadi 
they might have paid us a visit, and rather strangely disturbed 
our jovial party. This apprehension, however, appeared to ns 
quite unfounded, and I quickly sent for some musicians belong- 
ing to the regiment of Boissonnais Besoteux. Deeoteux, who 
since acquired some celebrity during our revolution, as a leader 
of ' Ghouans,' under the name of Gomartin, took upon himselC 
assisted by Vauban, to make the necessary preparations for tlie 
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ball and snpper, whiLst we went about town, distributing our 
inTitatioDS. 

" The little fH6 was one of the prettiest I have ever wit- 
sened ; it was adorned by beauty, and cordiality presided 
o?er the reception and entertainment of the guests. But Polly 
Leigbton could not be present, and I cannot deny that this cir- 
eontttance occasionally cast a gloom over my spirits. 

" Time glided on so agreeably at Newport, that we were not 

toxioiis to return to our tents, and, relying upon the indulgence 

of oor General, we exceeded by a few days the leave of absence 

k had given us. But M. Be Bochambeau, who knew all the 

inportaDce of a strict adherence to discipline, dispatched 

poajtire orders for us to join immediately our respective regi- 

JDfiotB ; we therefore reluctantly quitted Newport, and quickly 

'^Btomed to our head quarters, which were at Providence, and 

which, at that period, contained three thousand inhabitants." — 

ComU Seguin's Memoirs. 

Polly Leighton, or Lawton, lived in the house, comer of 
Bpring and Washington-square, now Touro, changed in honor 
<' Abraham Touro, Esq., for his noble bequest. 

Count Seguin's vivid description of Newport, cannot fail to 

convince the reader, of the justness of the high-wrought enco- 

vuuna which have been passed upon her, by those who well 

knew her past history. There were acknowledged leaders of 

fte tern, and their elegant and polished manners, with minds 

intelligent and cultivated, combined to draw around them the 

e^tteoft^e capital, and to render their mansions a roost attrac- 

^ place of resort 

Entertainments of every description was the order of the 
^) and the prominent fashionables were emulous in gaiety. 
Newport gave the ton to the surrounding country, who looked 
to them for fashions and manners, previous to the revolution. 



THE WARD FABilLT. 



•^ this family held a high rank, and occupied an important 
pwiOD in the early history of Newport, we have felt called 
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upon to chronicle the IntereetiDg part which they took in thf 
political drama. 

The first of this family who came to Bhode Island, wai 
Thomas Ward, who came from Glo'ster, in England, to New 
port, where he married and settled. His father, John Ward 
afterwards came over, and died in 1693.' Thomas Ward diec 
the same year, aged 48 years. 

Eichard Ward, the son of Thomas, was bom in April, 1689 
He was elected, in 1714, Oeneral-Becorder, or Secretary of th( 
Colony, and held the ofiSce till 1733. In 1740, he was electee 
Deputy- Governor ; and, on the death of Governor Wanton 
was appointed by the General- Assembly to the office of €k>yer 
nor for the remainder of the year. In 1741-2, he was re-electec 
by the people to the same office. He died at Newport, 2lsi 
August, 1763, leaving a numerous issue; among his sons wen 
Samuel Ward, who was Governor of the Colony in 1762 — 65 
Thomas Ward, who died in 1760, was fourteen years Secretar] 
of the Colony, and Henry Ward, who was Secretary from 175( 
until his death in the year 1797, a period of thirty-eight years. 

Many of the descendants are now living in New- York, high!} 
respectable ; — R R Ward, Esq., John Ward, and Samue! 
Ward. 

The year 1758 is rendered memorable in the history ol 
Bhode Island, as opening the great political drama of Measm. 
Samuel Ward and Stephen Hopkins. 

Mr. Hopkins at the time filled the chair of the chief magit' 
trate, and Mr. Ward entered the field to contend with him foi 
that honor. The office, at this period, was held in high esti' 
mation in Ehode Island. Mr. Ward was the favorite candidate 
of the South, and received the almost undivided support of the 
mercantile interest ; while Mr. Hopkins was as warmly sap 
ported by the yeomanry of the North ; and was again re-elected 
the three succeeding years. 

In 1762, Mr. Ward was elected, but was defeated the fol- 
lowing year, and Mr. Hopkins elected. The strife of political 
party raged with increasing violence, until such was the heart 
burning hostility of the belligerent parties, as very gi-eatly to 
impair the enjoyment of domestic tranquillity, and interrupt the 
hospitalities of social life. 

In 1763, the office of Deputy- Governor was vacated by the 
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of the Hod. Jobo Gardioer, who thea filled that place. 
On the meetiDg of the Geaeral Assemblyi Mr. Hopkios aDd 
frieods proposed that Mr. Ward be iavited to fill that ofSce, 
and that be be elected by the Assembly, theo id sessioD. Ac- 
cordingly, a committee waited on Mr. Ward with this propo 
Ktion, which was indignantly rejected, and a message I'eturned, 
embracing the only conditions of peace, viz. .: " that both rival 
candidates, at the ensuing election, relinquish their pretensions 
and retire from the field." 

Another proposition was then submitted by the House of 

Anatants, to Mr. Ward, to induce him to accept that ofiSce ; 

tlwt five, or one-half of that body, would cheerfully resign their 

seats in favor of an equal number of his friends, and the division 

of the spoils of offices should be equally divided between the 

pwties at the approaching election. This proposition was too 

tomtliating for the Spartan spirit of Mr. Ward, consequently, 

It Was as unpropitious as the former one ; and he returned for 

•newer, " that no peace could be expected, while Mr. Hopkins 

^*a in the chair ;" — ^but repeated his willingness to relinquish 

wB pretensions, on condition that Mr. Hopkins would do the 

••Qie. Other overtures were made to Mr. Ward, but without 

•Docess, and both parties prepared to enter the field, with fixed 

^d settled resolution. 

The friends of Mr. Hopkins triumphed, and he was again 
^fected ; but the following spring he suffered a defeat, and Mr 
'^ard and friends were covered with laurels of political glory 
^tich they were permitted to wear the two succeeding years 
A.t the opening of the spring campaign, in 1667, Mr. Hop 
^JI^b' party, having been recruited and drilled for the conflict 
*^tered the field, with a firm determination to oust the incum 
*^®iits ; and achieved a victory, leaving Mr. Ward minus four 
"hundred and fourteen. This was the last pitched battle between 
^B belligerent parties. 

-At the October session of the General Assembly, overtures 
^f peace were again made by Governor Hopkins to Mr. Ward, 
^Vuch were soon followed by a cessation of hostilities, and 
^B\]y resulted in a reconciliation of the parties. This propo- 
sition, highly honorable to Mr. Hopkins, was as follows, viz. : 
tfaat Mr. Ward and friends, should nominate a Governor from 
^oee in the interest of Mr. Hopkins ; and these should 
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nominate a Depaty-Governor from among the friends of ICi 
Ward, and so forth, alternately, with the whole counoil ; or i 
Mr. Ward and friends decline the nomination, his Honor, fui( 
those associated with him, will nominate a Gk>yemor ftxM: 
among the friends of Mr. Ward, and so on as before. Ptel 
minaries were soon entered into by both parties at Providenoc 
and a treaty of peace was finally concluded at Newport, Marc 
29th, 1768. 

Newport being the capital of the State, it is really gratifyiDj 
to learn of the chivalry which she. displayed in behalf of Mi 
Ward, her favorite candidate. The venerable Moses Brow 
has said, " that the violent hostility between these rival cand 
dates grew out of a private feud, which had long existe 
between William Wanton and B. Ward, and that to this cans 
alone was the political war waged for so long a period.'^ A 
that day, however, a greater freedom of opinion was manifest 
parties were not afraid to shew their colors ; the chain had D€ 
then been forged to bind the human mind, and crush th 
intellectual power of man in the dust There was a pride o 
character, then possessed by the inhabitants of Newport, whic 
we would feign flatter ourselves may be revived. 

These gentlemen were again soon called from the peaoefio 
quiet of domestic retreat, to enter the field, as friends, to coi 
tend for the rights of the Colonies, against the encroachmeo! 
of British power ; and engaged in the cause of American fret 
dom, when one soul animated each heart 

They were among the first who fearlessly stood forth i 
defence of the rights of their country. That they fully enjoyei 
the confidence of their fellow-citizens, both as patribts an 
statesmen, is demonstrated in their choice to represent them i 
the first Continental Congress. Mr. Hopkins' name, with tha 
of William EUery, stands inscribed on the proudest monumeo 
of fame— The Declaration of American Independence ; — anc 
though Mr. Hopkins' hand trembled, owing to a paralyti 
stroke, his heart never. 

The following inscripticn appears on his tombstone, which ha 
a rich coat of arms emblazoned on its head : 
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Thif MoBunaot ii enetad to the Memory of 

\ Thb Honohable BIGHABB WABD, Bbq., 

IiATS OOVERNOB OF THB OOLONT. 

Ho WM oarly in lifo 
Bnplojod in tho Pablio Serrioo, 
And for jommj 70m 
FonidMd mne of tiie Most Important OiBoM 
For tho Colony, 
With grant ability and ropotatiai. 
B» wai a M ombor of the Sabbatarian Chnroh of tba Taii% 
. Aad adorned the doetrino of his Sariov, 
By a aineere aad iteady praotiee 
Of the rarienB datiee of life. 
I fia died on the 21it day of Aogait, 1763, 

In the 76th year of hia age. 



THE HABABD FAMILT. 

^he Harards were descended fix)m Thomas Hiarard, wbo 

^^'^igrated from Wales, about the year 1639, to the Jerseys, 

^^kl from thence to Bhode Island, and settled in Portsmouth in 

'^640. His son, Bobert, at that time about four years old, 

^ame with him, and was the only son that did so, as far as can 

V)e ascertained. The eldest son of Bobert was Thomas, who 

&d in 1745, aged 92. His children were Bobert, George, 

Jeremiah, Benjamin, Stephen, Jonathan, and Thomas. From 

• tbese sons a numerous issue have descended, and many of them 

distinguished men. 

George Harard, mentioned above in the record, was the son 
of Thomas, who was Lieutenant-Governor of the Colony in the 
years 1734, 5, 6, 7, aad 8, and great-grandson of the first 
flettlers, who died in South Kingston. George, the youngest, 
early settled in Newport, as a merchant, and was elected a 
representative to the General 'Assembly from that town, for 
many years. He was the only Mayor of Newport under the 
city charter, in 1784, and held other honorable and responsible 
offices in the State. He died at Newport, August 11th, 1797. 
Nathaniel Harard, third son of Mayor George, was a repre- 
eentative in the General AssemUy for several years, and was 
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Speaker of the House. In 1818, he was elected a Fopro s e n 
live to Congress. He died in Washingtoo, and was interred 
the Congressional buiying-ground. 

" The late Hon; Benjamin Harard was a profouad lawy 
and represented his natire town, Newport, in the G^ne 
Assembly for thirty-one years, and, of course, was subjected 
the ordeal of sixty -two popular elections, a singular proof of 1 
enlightened stability of his constituents, of his general hi 
desert, and his peculiar fitness for this important office. Tl 
fact, independent of all others, entitles him to claim rank ac 
distinguished man, and, as it were, demonstrates the possead 
of those impressive and useful qualities, whose combinati 
render character at once eminent and endurrag. 

" His knowledge of the affairs of the State was far mc 
extensive than that of any other man, and his attachment 
her interest and prosperity was unbounded. Governor Jari: 
Fenner once said, ^ Mr. Harard, you are in every respect 
Rhode Island man;' this was a high encomium, and w 
merited. Mr. Harard^s course of reading and of study, oper 
ing upon a mind of genuine native strength, and confirmi 
and justifying a native steadiness of will, (the germ and guan 
tee of greatness,) gave to all his literary efforts and politu 
proceedings, an air and cast of originality. In the middle a 
latter periods of his professional eareer, he was employed 
most of the important lawsuits of the day, both in the Com 
of the State, and the United States." — Updike^ $ History aft 
Narragansett Church. 

A block of wood, from the house built by Governor "Willii 
Coddington, was procured by W. A. Clarke, Esq., cashier i 
the bank of Rhode Island, and is now used to cancel notes. 

In 1772, King, now Franklin, and Pelham-streets^ wc 
paved, from the proceeds of lotteries granted for that purpa 

On the 1 6th of July, a packet, from Newport to Providen< 
with a number of passengers, was captured near the north e 
of Prudence, by a refugec^boat, with eight men. On its beii 
known at Newport, a packet was manned by volunteers, und 
Gapt. Webster, who succeeded in recapturing the vessel, befo 
she could be got to sea, and brought her in, together with fi 
of the men belonging to the boat 

We presume that this- was Capt Nicholas Webster, who w 
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*^-\ ^or many years a very sucoeasful packet-master ; he was grand, 
^or of the wife of James Atkinson, Esq., publisher of the 
** Advertiser." 

r^/ On the 13tfh of Jnly, a most distressing accident took place 

in Newport ^ a pleasure party, consisting of five young men, 
aod thirteen young women, while on their way to Ganonicut 
Is^d, in a two mast boat, were upset in a squall, and one of 
^e young men, and six young women were drowned ; the 
'"remainder of the party were rescued by a boat in sight The 
'^Allies of those lost were John Stall, Betsy and Lydia Hockey, 
daughters of William Hockey, Polly 8pooner, Betsy Allen, 
■^&l>by Stanton, and Suckey Hefferon. 

IIAatthew Cozzens, an eminent merchant, built the house, 
ounonly called the Dudley House, in Middletown. 
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history of Franklin's press is this : — James FrankUn, 

L«r brother of Dr. Benjamin, imported, in 1720, a press and 

>, for the purpose of carrying on the " Art and business of 

inting." He soon after issued the first number of the " New 

[and Courant,^ the second paper published in America. 

brother Benjamin became bis apprentice, and was employed 

^^ <5iQtributing copies to bis customers, after having assisted in 

'npoBing and working them off. The publisher of the Ck>u- 

having given offence to the Assembly, the paper was 

ppressed, and he removed his office to Newport Here he 

rt published the " Rhode Island Gazette," and shortly after 

tl "7^58,) established the " Newport Mercury." The press was 

^c»^[ as long as it was serviceable. It is now honored as the 

ora«on which Dr. Franklin worked, when learning his trade ; 

ancS as giving to the world his first effusions, in the form of 

^^^onymous letters, printed in the " Courant." It still remains 

*Q the printing office of the " Newport Mercury." 

-Amidst the changes which have occurred in Newport, many 
^^■^hich are of a most painful character, there are, nevertheless, 
^^^'^^e estates, which have remained in the families from the early 
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settlement of the Island, and some prior to the Americia Rev 
lution. It may prove mteresting to the reader to be informc 
on this subject The Overing property has continued to tl 
present period, in the bands of the heirs, Cahoone^ Freebod; 
Hockey, Job Cornell, Webber, John Stephens, Martin Howan 
com^ of Malborough and Than>e&*street, Jonathan T. Aim; 
and the Marsh Estate, which deed was given by Oovemo) 
Walter Clark, Bull, and Carr, from the early settlement 

In Portsmouth, the farm of Bnrrington Anthony, Esq., hi 
been in the family from the period of the settlement, as well i 
the Mptt, CoggeehaU, Sissoo, &c. 

Caleb Carr was a native of Scotland, and came to Bhod 
Island, but the precise time is not known ; he was a large owik 
of land in the towns of Newport and Jamestown, some of whk 
is held by his descendants, together with the ferry, as originaU 
granted to him, and have since remained in the family. 

He held various offices in the Colony, and was Oovemcv hei 
in 1695, and died before the expiration of that political yeai 
His tombstone is still legible, and lies in the Carr burial groonc 
in Newport, which ground was sequestered, and given by hie 
for that use. It contains the following inecriptioD : 

« 

HenHMthebod/of 

CALEB CARR, 

GoTonior of this Colony, who departed Ihii lift, tiie ITth'daj 

of Deoember, in the 73d year of hia age, 

in the year 1695« 

He left three sons, John, Nicholas, and Samuel. John settle 
in Newport ; Nicholas, in Jamestown ; and Samuel, on Lon 
Island. John, the eldest, died in Newport, 1717, leaving fou 
sons, Samuel, Caleb, Robert, and Frances. Samuel, the oldee 
settled and died in Newport, 1740, leaving four sons, Oalel 
Samuel, Ebenezer, and John. Samuel, the second aon, aetUe 
in Newport, aflerwards removed to Jamestown, and died 179( 
leaving two sons, Samuel and Ebenezer. Samuel, the oldes 
settled in Newport, and died 1814, leaving four sons and oi 
daughter, who owned the Ferry Estate, which descended to hii 
in a regular line, from Caleb Carr, to whom the first grant wi 
given for a ferry between Ne\*'part and Jamestown, by an A< 
of the Assembly of Rhode Island. It is still in the poMMsic 
of the grandchildren of Samuel Carr. 
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This aocoont of the family was furnished the author by 
Bobert R Carr, Esq., of Newport, son of Samuel. The Garr 
burial ground is situated on the north side of what was once 
called the Perry Wharf Lane, but now Mill-street. "We would 
BQggeet the importance of having this ground renovated and 
nnprovedi 



THB ABTI8TS OP NEWPORT. 

The interest which accumulates as we proceed in the history 
Newport, admonishes us of the necessity of being brief No 
presents more attractive materials than Newport. Before 
^ti^e Revolution, she had attained to a high degree of celebrity, 
^Xid stood unrivalled by any city or town in the Colonies. Doo- 
Senjamin Waterbouse, himself a native of Newport, says : 
The island of Rhode Island, from its salubrity, and surpris- 
beauty, before the Revolutionary war so sadly defaced it, 
the chosen resort of the rich and philosophical, from nearly 
^^11 parts of the civilized world. In no spot of the thirteen, or 
'X'^ther twelve Colonies, was there concentrated more individual 
opulence, learning, and liberal leisure.^' 

It waa no doubt owing to the highly cultivated taste of her in- 
l^abitants,why8o many of her youth indulged in poetry and paint- 
ing. Newport has been fertile in producing artists, some of whom 
liave been highly distinguished in their profession. Edward O. 
"Sf albom, son of Col. John Malborn, has lefl an imperishable fame 
aa a miniature painter. It is said that when Mr. Malborn, who 
"Xjvent to Europe for the purpose of improvement in his profession, 
'ygraa introduced to Mr. West, and produced specimens of his 
"^irork, after examining them, that distinguished and celebrated 
^utist, inquired for what purpose he had come to England ? Mr. 
IMalbom answered, to perfect himself in the art of painting. 
3£r. West replied, " Sir, you can go home again, for a man who 
«^an paint such a picture as this, need not come to England for 
iMtniction." His picture of the " Past, Present, and Future," 
sow belonging to his brother-in-law, John G. Whitehorne, Esq., 
is one of the most chaste and splendid things of the kind in ex- 
istence. It represents three female figures. The Past has an air 
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of dejection, the Present seems all life and ammatkm, the VubK^^^S*^ 
buoyant with hope, and antidpating unaUoyed pleamirs. 

" Earth's perfectioo, aagel graoas 
In each fbatore fkir." 

We fondly hope that this valuable relio will never be ia¥ mMt^ 
from Newport. 

Washington Allston received his first instructions as a paint^^^iS'^tflr, 
from Mr. Samuel King, late of Newport, who displayed a fi' jcx: fi^ 
taste in the art, and his propensity for painting was probafac^^^bly 
cultivated by his residence during his boyish days, amid tL.iS' ^® 
scenery of Newport, whence he had come from South Carolii i I^hn* 
to attend the classical school in this place, kept by the ltt^"> J ^^ 
Robert Bogers, Esq. 

Charles B. King, now resident in Washington city, where a ^^"^ •• 
a painter, he is much patronized, is also a native of Newpoix^:>^?^ 
It has been said that Mr. King wishes to bestow his va]aab<:^'^ '^ 
collection of paintings on his native town, on condition that :S'^ ^^^ 
suitable place be provided for their reception. It is highly d»i> '^ 
sirable that a chaste building should at once be erected, for tld^ '^ , 
Southern Department, in which to place whatever is valuable ii ^**® 
a historical point of view. And many others, who have not ecv^ ^ 
gaged in this employment as a profession, in their early day^t.^^^^*^ 
have sketched, and drawn, and painted, until immersed in th»cS^ 
business of life, they have dropped the pencil, but atill reUiii'^^^ 
the taste. 

Gilbert Stewart is claimed as being a native of Newportdt^ ^^^^ 
though Mr. Updike says he was born in Narragansett W^""^^^^ 
have no wish to claim for Newport more than she deserves, buf"-^^ ^^W 
will merely state the discrepancies of the two acoounta of hii^ 
birth-place, and leave the reader to judge. 

The following is extracted from a letter of Miss Anne Stew- 
art, the daughter of Gilbert Stewart, addressed to Mr. TTpdike-^i^^ 
She states in reply to the questions asked, in relation to wl 
family of Anthony's her great-grandmother was, that she " was 
the daughter of Captain John Anthony, who was from Wales, 
and had a farm on the Island, near Newport, which he sold to 
Bishop Berkley. It was on this farm that my mother was 
bom, and was married in Narragansett to my grandfather, OQ- 
bert Stewart, who was from Perth in Scotland. They had but 
three children, James, Anne, and Gilbert As to their Hrthpiare^ 
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nmdk better infonned than my$df. My faUier was edu- 
die* grammar-school in Newport, and then sent to Scot- 
Sir G^rge Chambers, for the purpose of finishing his 
Q at Glasgow, after which he returned to Newport, where 
ned for a time, and was then sent to England to study 
gamin West, the great historical painter of that day." — 
IRttory, 

us from this letter that Mr. Stewart was educated in 
\j and after going abroad, on his return comes to New- 
1 here tarries, but not one word of his being at Narra- 
Miss Anne Stewart seems to be quite ignorant of her 
>irth-place ; she refers the matter entirely to Mr. TTp- 
ich is most certainly strange and unaccountable. We 
▼ersed with Miss Jane Stewart, and she appeared to be 
of his birthplace being in Narragansett She remarked 
Other's associations and attachments were all in New- 
she expresses a strong wish that the remains of her 
lich lie buried in Boston, might be removed here and 
y the side of his wife, which repose in the common 
onnd in Newport 

at attempting to invalidate the statement made by 
Hammond, of the conversation said to have passed be 
n and Mr. Stewart, on his last visit to Narragansett, 
one is liable to mistakes and misapprehensions ; it be- 
I to offer such evidence as is furnished of the birth- 
ihis distinguished man. 

sd and highly respectable citizen of Newport, in a con- 
with him on bis last visit to Newport, and before 
the ferries to visit the old snuff mill, which his father 
erly carried on, he asked him the question, where he 
; standing near the spot, he pointed to the story and 
se, at the head of Bannister wharf, on the south side, 
: " there I have been told that I was bom." This 
* is confirmed by other aged citizens, which has given 
ession that Stewart was a native of Newport It is 
lat the name of Gilbert Stewart appears in the census 
John Bannister in 1770, and he is there found in the 
where he stated that he was bom. The building has 
D taken down and another erected in its place. It is 
that he derived his first impression of painting from 
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witnessing Neptune Thurston, a slave, who was employed in his 
master's cooper-shop, sketch likenesses on the head of casks, and 
remarked that if he had an instructor, he would make quite a 
celebrated artist. 

Stewart has been pronounced to have been the greatest painter 
of the human head, that the age in which he lived 'produced, 
and perhaps of any other age. The form and features of the 
father of his country, the immortal Washington, from his pencil, 
will be transmitted to posterity, not only with truth and accu- 
racy, but in a style of execution, worthy of the subject, and that, 
too, by a son of our own favored isle. The likeness of Wash- 
ington, in the State House at Newport, was pronounced by 
Stewart as his greatest effort. And it is said he wished his 
native town to have it. 



THE NEWPORT BAR. 

1 77 1 . Henry Bull was thb grandson of Henry Bull, one of the m 
eighteen associates who first came to Bhode Island. He was ^ 
bom 23d of November, 1687. Being a man of strong powere .^ 
of mind, he studied, and soon acquired a knowledge of the law, ^ 

m 

and became distinguished as a practitioner in the courts. He ^ 
was occasionally a member of the House of Bepresentatives 
from Newport, elected Attorney- General, in 1721, re-elected -1 
in 1722, but declined serving. He was elected Speaker of the ^ 
House of Bepresentatives in 1728-9 ; was one of the Committee ^^ 
to conduct and manage the controversy between the Colonies -^ 
of Bhode Island and Massachusetts, respecting the eastern ^ 
boundary. He was Chief Justice of the Court of Common -^ 
Pleas for Newport county, at its first establishment in 1749. 

'^ I have heard," says Major Bull, " the aged who had been ^ 
acquainted with him, relate what he had told about his law edu- ^ 
cation. When he had made up his mind to practice law, he ^ 
went into the garden to exercise his talents in addressin^i: the ^ 
Court and Jury. He then selected five aabbages, in one row, « 
for Judges, and twelve in another row for Jurors. After trying ^ 
his hand there awhile, he went boldly into court and took upon ^- 
himself the duties of an advocate, and a little observation and 
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tzperienoe tbere, oonvinced him that the same eabbagee were 
b the court bouse which he thought he had left; in the garden ; 
ire in one row and twelve in another." 

The condunon to which he arrived proves him to have been 

A man of common sense, and a strict observer of human nature. 

Bat by whatever means he acquired a knowledge of the law, 

l&e certaiolj rose to the height of his profession, as a practitioner 

izi the courts of law and admiralty ; as the profession stood in 

lais day. 

He partook liberally of the enjoyments of life, was of an 
iable and engaging disposition, and lived to a great age; 
.ving been bom November 23d, 1687, and dying December 
^24th, 1771, aged 84. 

James Honyman was the son of Rev. James Honyman, Rector 
£ Trinity church, Newport As a speaker, Mr. Honyman was 
laborate, but his industry, talents, and faithfulness, commanded 
extensive and profitable practice at Newport, and on the cir- 
lut. In deportment he was dignified — always dreAed in the 
fashions of the times — scrupulously formal in manners — 
<3L>ine8tic, yet social in his habits. In person, he was tall, broad- 
^bouldered, and muscular, but not fleshy. 

Mr. Honyman married Elizabeth, the daughter of George 
C3olding, a merchant of Newport, and left two sons and six 
daughters. Most of his daughters and granddaughters having 
snarried British ofiScers, or Americans adhering to the cause of 
"Uie Crown, departed with the enemy, when the British evacu- 
ated Newport ; and the estates devised to them by Mr. Hony- 
vnan were confiscated. They were afterwards restored by an 
.Act of Assembly. 

Daniel Updike having applied himself to the study of the law, 
mod being duly admitted to the bar, opened an office in New- 
port, and married Sarah, the daughter of Gov. Benedict Arnold 
Mr. Updike in person was about five feet ten inches in height, 
"with prominent features. As an advocate, he sustained a high 
reputation ; and among other personal advantages, possessed a 
dear, fiill, and musicfd voice. Br. Bradford used to speak of 
him as being a '' fine speaker, with great pathos and piercing 
irony." Mr. Updike possessed a large library of classical and 
general literature, a considerable portion of which is now 
extant 
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Mr. Updike and Bean Berkley were intimate frieads, ] 
teetimony of the friendship and esteem which the Dean ente 
tained for Mr. TTpdike, he presented him on his departure f< 
Europe, an elegantly wrought silver coffee pot, and after h 
arrival, sent him his '^ Minute Philosopher/' which now remaii 
in the family as remembrancers of this distinguished divine. 

Augustus Johnson. He came to Rhode Island, when qui 
young, studied law with Matthew Bobinson, Esq., who was ii 
step father, and settled at Newport. Afler a few years^ praotii 
he was considered one of the best lawyers in the State. Wil 
an acute and penetrating mind, he could unravel the moat inb 
cate cases with apparent ease, but his great forte was in sifiii] 
and reconciling discordant testimony. 

Mr. Johnson was a loyalist, and the stand which he took i 
favor of the Grown, brought down the ire of the whole popolM 
against him. This was on account of his acceptance of the offii 
of Stamp-Master. He was constantly hissed at and insulted i 
the streets, but it had little or no effect on his determinatioii 
In 1 765, his house was surrounded by an infuriated coUectic 
of men, who by their unusual tumult and rage, first led him \ 
feel that his person was in danger. He was afterwards seiaei 
and after suffering many indignities, a promise was extorts 
from him, to resign the office, with which he reluctantly oon 
plied. 

On the repeal of the Stamp Act, in 1766, as soon as the Den 
was received, the people of Newport erected a gallows, near tfa 
State House, and had the effigies of Mr. Johnson, Martin Hov 
ard, jun., and Dr. 'Moffat, the stamp-masters, conveyed throug 
the streets, in a cart, with halters about their necks. They wer 
carried to the gallows and nanged, and shortly after cut dow 
and burnt, amid the shouts and acclamations of the assemhtj 
The contents of their houses and cellars were destroyed by 
mob at night. Howard died Chief Justice of South Carolina 
a fine portrait of him is in the Boston Court House. The popi 
lar indignation made it necessary for Mr. Johnson to seek pit 
tection on board of a British armed vessel then lying in the hai 
bor. In the year 1779, he accompanied the enemy's forces t 
New- York. His property in Newport was confiscated, and a 
remuneration for his persecutions, he received a pensibn finoo 
the British Government as long as he lived, and after him th 
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nine was continued to hia widow, who Burvived him many 
ymrm, 

Migpr Matthew Bobinson Johnson, was the son of Augustus 

Johnson, who was a native of New Jersey ; he was born in 

Xewport, in 1761, and entered the British army at an early age, 

and served under the Duke of York and General Abercromby, 

at the siege of Dunkirk, and was in the various battles during 

the campaign in Holland ; he afterwards served in the West 

Indies, and in all sustained the reputation of an accomplished 

&nd brave officer. 

After the peace of 1800, feeling a louging desire to revisit his 

iiAtive place, he sold his commission, and came to Newport, 

here he married, and resided, except for a few years, on a farm 

Portsmouth, until bis death, which took place on the 5th of 

ay, 1818, in the 56th year of his age. He was a high-minded 

d honorable man, and enjoyed the respect of all who knew 

His former residence, in Portsmouth, is now the Asylum 

the Poor of that town. 

Henry Marchant, was another highly distinguished counsel- 

Ic^r. His father was Hexford Marchant, of Martha^s Vineyard, 

^ captain in the merchant service. His wife was a Butler, 

'^'^lio died when the subject of tbb memoir was four years old, 

^ short time after the removal of the family to Newport. Gapt. 

^Sarchant married, for his second wife, the daughter of the first, 

sister of the second Qeneral Ward. 

The connection which the father had formed with the Ward 

^mily, had a happy effect upon the future destiny of the son. 

aving completed his studies under every favorable advantage, 

kfc e came to Newport, and commenced practise. He was the 

nly dissenting, or " liberty lawyer," in the Colony. His 

oquirements, industry, and forensic talent, soon raised him to 

e head of his profession. In 1766, Mr. Marchant wrote and 

•repared the deed from William Read, to William Ellory, John 

^^llins, Bobert Cooke, and Samuel Fowler, of " Liberty Tree 

l^>t,'^ (a large buttonwood tree standing on it, at the north end 

^:>f Thames-street, Newport.) Said lot and tree thereon, were 

^sonveyed to the grantees '< in trust, and forever thereafter to 

V>e known by the name of the * Tree of Liberty,' to be set apart 

"^o, and for the use of, the sons of liberty ; and that the same 

^tand as a monument of the spirited and noble opposition to the 
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Stamp Act, in the year 1765, by the aons of liberty in Newport, 
and throughout the continent of North America, and to be 
considered as emblematical of ' public liberty taking deep root 
in English America, of her strength and spreading protectioii, 
of her benign influences, refreshing her sons in all their jual 
struggles against the attempts of tyranny and oppraaaon.' 
And furthermore, the said tree of liberty is destined and ael 
apart for exposing to public ignominy and repro«ch| al 
offenders against the liberties of the country, and the abetton 
and approvers of such as would enslave her. And, in general, 
said tree is hereby set apart, for such other purposes as thej, 
the true bom sons of 'liberty, shall, from time to time, from agi 
to age, and in all times and ages hereafter, apprehend, jndge^ 
and resolve, may subserve the glorious cause of Public Liberty.^ 
The deed is witnessed by thirty-one of the most respectable and 
influential Whigs in Newport 

When the island was afterwards possessed by the enemy, flu 
tree, thus dedicated, was destroyed ; but after the evacaatioii, 
in 1783, it was replaced by another, which is still staading. 
The names, engraved on copper, and placed on the tree, an 
nearly covered over by the tree^s enlargement Let the inhabi- 
tants of Newport be reminded of their liberties, when thef 
look on this tree, and guard against every attempt to under 
mine their glorious privileges. 



HON. HENRY MAROHANT, 

Member of the BerolnUonaiy CongreM^ and 

United StAtee* Judge for the Diftriot of Bhede Iilaad, 

Died Angoit 30th, 179S, 

iBTATIS 6S. 

William Ghanning was another distinguished oounseUor, of 
Newport In early life he sustained many honorable offioes 
by legislative appointment, and at the annual State election ia 
1777, he was, by his fellow-citizens, elected Attomey-G^eral, 
without opposition ; his predecessor, Mr. Marchant, haying 
been, at the same period, chosen delegate to the Confederalod 
Congress. 
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Ht. Ghanning was grandson of John Ghanmng, of Dorset- 
sbirey England ; the first of the name who came to America, 
AKB^ who arrived in Boston about 1715. He was bom in New- 
port, May 31st, 1751, and was educated at Aashua Hall, 
(f^nceton College,) where he graduated in 1769. He was the 
ler of the late W. E. Channing, D. D., who ranks as one of 
e most eminent divines the world has ever produced, as also 
Channing, M. D., of Boston, who is distinguished as a 
pliilanthropist. 

Matthew Bobinson, the only son of Bobert Bobinson, was ap- 
jpc^ted Searcher of the Customs in Newport, by Queen Anne, 
^LKidasBumed the duties of the office about the year 1 706. Matthew 
as bom in Newport, in the year 1709. He was well educated, 
was an apt and ready Latin and Greek scholar, but whether 
graduated from any public institution, cannot now be ascer- 
't;suoed. He established an office in Newport, about forty years 
'^>cfore the Bevolution, and practised law with reputation, and 
his business was considerable on the circuits. He was a great 
^oDector of amazing incidents, trite sayings, and conundrums, 
'^'kich he preserved in a book kept for that purpose. One was, 
'^ that it was difficult to drive a black hog in the dark." 

Itobert Lightfoot was bom in London, in 1716. His family 
^ere wealthy, and of high respectability. He graduated from 
*bo University of Oxford, studied law in the Inner Temple, and 
^«s appointed Judge of the Vice Admiralty, in the Southern 
■*^trict of the United States, in the reign of George II, with a 
•ftlary of £6,000 a year. He entered upon the duties of his 
^^ce, but the climate enfeebling his health, he came to New- 
port, which was then, as now, celebrated for its restorativo 
i^nence to renovate his impaired constitution. Finding the 
^land and its scenery as delightful as his fancy could sketch, 
^d its society refined and attractive, he was disinclined to 
t^tum, and resigned his office. 

The venerable Dr. Waterhouse, in his letter, observes, " I 

knew Judge Lightfoot very well ; he was a well-educated man, 

and first taught me to value and study Lord Bacon, and from 

him I learnt to value Locke, and Newton, and Boerhaave. He 

was the oracle of literary men \n Newport ; was a very able 

And learned man, and appeared, at Bhode Island, I thought — 
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* * « < Ckwdmim'd to tnidfa, 
Without an equfti, aod without a judft.' 

'< He was a great epicure, a perfect eocydopsdia, aod wd* 
come to the tables of the first characters, and constantly dined, 
from home." (In those days Grahamism was unknown, and to 
enjoy life seemed to be the wish and desire of all.) '' He was 
not a buffoon or mimic, but a fine relator of apt anecdotes. He 
informed every body, and contradicted no one, but had a happy 
Socratic method of teaching. He honored me with his notice, 
and I gained more knowledge from him than any other man m 
the choice of books." These were the palmy days of Newport| 
when the island was the intellectual constellation of this Western . 
hemisphere. 

MEDICAL FACULTY. 

The names of Hunter, Halliburton, Brett, Moffat, Hooper, « 
&c., rank high among the most eminent physicians of that 
any other age. Dr. Waterhouse says : 

" About the year 1756, Dr. William Hunter gave at Newport, 
H. I., the first anatomical and surgical lectures ever delivered 1 
the twelve Colonies. They were delivered in the Court 
two seasons in succession, by cards of invitation, and to 
satisfaction. His collection of instruments was much 
than any professor exhibits at this day. Dr. Hunter was a main, 
of talents, well-educated at Edinburgh, and a gentleman of 
taste in the fine arts." 

He further says, alluding to Dr. Hunter and Halliburton r 
" We doubt whether Boston, New- York, or Philadelphia, ever 
had, at one and the same time, two practitioners of physic and 
surgery, better educated and more skillful than these two gentle- 
men." 

Dr. Hunter's daughters were said to have been beautiful and 
accomplished women. Soon after the peace of 1783, they went 
with their mother to Europe, for the purpese of procuring medi 
cal aid for one of the daughters. The youngest was married on 
the Continent, to Mr. Falconer, a celebrated banker in Naples, 
and the other to Count de Callender. 

Dr Hunter was the father of the late Hon. William Hunter, 
who was Minister to Brazil, South America. Of his distin- 
guished talents we are fully acquainted. He was one of nature^s 



MEDICAL FACULTT. 161 

DoblemeD, and his natdve town of Newjport felt justly proud of 
2um, and highly appreciated his commanding talents, in their 
Meeting bim to the various offices of importance in the State, 
od io the national councils. In the Senate of the United States 
Aone held a higher rank. His eloquence was listened to with 
tii« profoundest attention. He showed himself a man ; one who 
every way qualified to discharge the high and important 
committed to him by his constituents. His form and car- 
indicated the finished gentleman. Those who remember 
fcim in his palmy days, will be ready to respond to the view 
given of him. 
Mr. Hunter was an independent man ; he acknowledged no 
perior in the sense as to lead him to abandon his own pri- 
te opinion, to gratify some would-be lordling. He planted 
feet on the broad principle of right, and maintained the honor 
d dignity of the country which gave him birth. He enjoyed 
friendship and esteem of James Madison and Andrew 
ackson, which we conceived to be no small honor. Mr. Hunter 
as of the old school. He never followed in the track of the 
lodem pigmies and dwarfs, wbofc>e pedantry lead them to think 
"^kat all knowledge will die witb^ them. His was a higher stan- 
dard of moral excellence, derived from an age when firmness 
^od stability of character were the characteristics of the times. 

Dr. Isaac Center, who succeeded the distinguished names 
abeady, was a native of Londonderry, N. H., and was bom 
about the year 1753. He received his medical education in 
Newport, K. I., that place being famed at the time for the num- 
ber of its distinguished physicians. While pursuing his studies, 
the news of the battle of Lexington, April 1775, arrived, and 
iOled with patriotic ardor, he immediately joined the Ehode 
Idand troops, whom he accompanied to the camp at Cambridge, 
18 a surgeon. On the organization of the army, he received a con- 
firmation of his appointment, and was sent with the expedition of 
Qen. Arnold to Quebec. The road was up the Kennebec river, 
through the untried wilderness, which occupied thirty-two days, 
in the inclement months of November and December, before they 
reached the settlement on the Cbaudiere ; the whole march was 
made on foot, during which he, with the rest of the army, suffered 
almost incredible hardships. In the assault on Quebec, all of 
Arnold's division were either killed or made prisoners of war ; 
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among the latter wa» young Center, who aftobei&gdeUuiMd aoine 
time to attend to the sick and wounded, wasrdeaaed and sufferoA, 
to return home. In 1779, he quitted the army, and senred as au 
physician, in the town of Cranston, B. I., and was aoon afta^ 
elected one of the Eepreeentatives to the General Assembly^ 
from that town. In 1784 he was chosen Surgeon and Phymcian— 
General of the State and Army, and removed to Newport, wbemi 
he commenced the practice of physic, under the moet ^Eivorabl^ 
auspices, nearly all the old physicans having either died or 
grated during the war. 

The Eev. William E. Channing, D. D., in speaking of 
Isaac Center, says : '^ He was a physician of extensive practi< 
who was thought to unite with great experience, a rare genii 
in his profession, and whose commanding figure rises before 
at the distance of forty-five years, as a ij]>ecimen of manl^ 
beauty, worthy of the chisel of a Grecian sculptor." 

He contributed to several papers, and also to the nu 
publications of the day, which acquired him a reputation 
only in his own country, but in Europe. He died in 1! 
He left two sons and three daughters. Dr. Horace Center^ 
was educated in England, and was a practising physician o'F 
Newport, a genUeroan highly distinguished in his professioB. 
He was killed near Savannah, Geo., in a duel with the Hon. 
John Eutledge, of South Carolina. Nathaniel Greene Center 
died at sea, having been in the East India service. Edward 
Gilbon, the youngest son, was a young man of fine genius and 
elegant appearance. His eldest daughter, Eliza, married Be?. 
N. B. Crocker, D. D., Rector of St John's church. Providence. 
For forty-eight years he has continued to minister to this churoh 
and congregation, with acceptance. Having devoted the energies 
of his nature in proclaiming the Gospel of Christ, avoiding ques- 
tions which gender strife, rather " than godly edifying, which is 
in faith*' — a long life has not alienated, but increased and 
strengthened the afifections of his people towards him, and evi* 
deuces the preponderance of good sense over ignorance, which 
distinguishes the society. It is no flattery to say of him, that he 
is a man of " blameless life and godly conversation,'' and entitled 
to the respect and confidence of the community among whom he 
has lived for nearly half a century. 

Sarah married Clement S. Hunt, Purser in the IT. 8. Navy. 
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Charts was granted to the Artillery Company in 1741. 
The first officers elected were : 

Wllliani Mamford, ad " waiwuranBton, 

T ifnviv^^ ' tT . . Josiah Brown, J 

Jolu TMlmflrhaat, Ensign. j^ ^ ^ 

JoouB Lyndon, Gerk. p^^^ ^^^^^ J Drummers. 

TFhk company has always held a high rank, and embraced 
tho most distinguislied citizens of Newport And for the honor 
oT '^lie town, and out of respect to the memory of the &*st of$- 
may it nevar lose its hold on the hearts of the people. 
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rf Fish brought to Newport in 1779, as reported by 
Cdioard Thurston^ Esq. 
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Newport bas long been justly celebrated, for having t&e boil 
fish market in the world, both for Tariety and quality. Tb< 
choicest kinds, and the most sought after, are the Taatogae Be 
Bass, Striped Bass, Horse Mackere}^ and Blue Fiah. Th 
Tautogue, as served up in Newport style, is esteemed a ver 
great luxury by the epicure : cooked as they are, immediatd 
after taken from the sea, render them greatly superior to thoi 
obtained elsewhere. It is one great inducement for atrangei 
to visit Newport, in connection with other attractions whio 
are to be met within this highly interesting town. 

It is delightful to ascend the cliff where the fishermen reaor 
and enjoy the healthy breezes of the ocean, and contemplal 
the restless wave, dashing its starry foam along the rock-booc 
shore ; while at a distance the hifiated white sails of passing vm 
sels, burnished by the meridian sun, glide oh the bosom of tT 
ocean, and dazzle with its brightness the attentive eye tka 
watches the beautiful sight. 

Fishing, to the gentleman of leisure, ia a pleasant pastincsi 
nothing is more exciting and animating, than to book a fi: 
white chh) tautogue, and draw him up on the rocks, in cona« 
tion with anticipating the moment when he is placed on "^ 
gridiron, well-smothered with onions, &c. Why the mere thou^ 
makes the mouth water for such a repast. 

It has been a question whether the facilities for fishing, whx< 
are enjoyed to so high a degree m Newport, is of advantage or *i 
to the place. We have no hesitation in saying, that situated 
Newport is, it proves a great blessing to the inhabitants, affa^ 
ing employment to many who would otherwise have nothing 
do; and it is also a laudable occupation and conducive 
health and longevity. It is one of God's blessings to his cr^ 
tures, and as such, should be highly appreciated and valued 1 
the inhabitants. 

The Point — the northern part of Newport — is a highly inttf 
esting and beautiful portion, already beginning to be appreciate 
by strangers. In this section of the town, many of the inha'k 
tants procure a livelihood by following the business of tisbiiij 
They own their boats, and go outside as far as Beaver- tail 
occasionally they obtain a job to pilot some vessel to Provident 
Fall River, &c. The Youngs, Gladdings, Huddys, &c., hav 
been an easy and clever set of fellows, and they have well pel 
formed their part in securing varietiea £rom the briny deejK 
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Ar old fisherman, Samuel MaxeoD, has kiadly furnished the 
sailior with the most noted spots which have long been the re- 
sort of the inhabitantB of Newport, to take fish. They are to 
be found at the south part of the island, about two miles from 
Die town, viz: Taylor's Point, Ellison's Eoeks, 8helf Rock, 
Stanton Bock, CoggeshalPs Ledge, Bass Bock, Bough Point, 
Ouster Island Bocks, Guiley, near the boat-house, Spouting 
Roek, a little to the west of south, JefiHes' Point, or Bock Farm 
PcHBt, Gooseberry Island, a short distance from Bhode Island. 
This was a favorite place of resort of CoL John Malbom, and 
ias sflBOclatee, who were often in the habit of spending a week 
on the island, taking fish and adhering strictly to the old maxim 
of having their swim three times. They used to have a jolly 
time of it, and oflen indulged to excess. Cherry Nock, Price's 
Neck, Seal Bock, Bnenton's Beef, Castle Hill, sof named from an 
<dd ibrt remaining on the £arm, Isle Bock, Church's Beach, 
Kettk-bottom Bock, Almy's Pond, and Lily Pond, where 
Perth were occasionally taken ; the salt water fish being pre- 
ferred, on account of their superior flavor, not many are taken. 
I%«8e are the most important places in Coggeshall and Bren- 
^Q's Neck ; and no sight is more pleasing than to witness the 
^faennen returning with a fine supply of fish, to furnish New- 
Port market 

£very day in the year some kinds of fish may be found at the 
l^ead of Banister's Wharf, Ferry Wharf, and the Granary or 
firick Karket, the three principal depots. Here stand the 
wheel-barrows, with their choice contents, an olject of interest 
to the inhabitants. This is one of the old land-marks, like the 
blae eggs and egg- nog, which continue to be sold on the day 
^ general election, and may these relics of antiquity forever dis- 
Aguish the town. 

^ild fowl are at certain seasons quite abundant, and are es- 
^^eiaed a great luxury by many. Captain Jeremiah Bliss, the 
'OQ of the late Elder Bliss, who has attained to the advanced 
^S® of fourscore years, was considered the best shot on the 
Uand ; he has been known in former days to load a horse with 
•ei-fowl. 

To the man of leisure, it is fine sport to shoot the fowl 
^hich hover around the shores, and still more gratifying; to 
P^italce of a fine stew, made of them 
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Having alluded to ^e Boat-bouse^ we ^nould rabjom a fmr 
remarks. It has existed from a very early period, and was iiE- 
tended as an accommodation to the inhabitants of Newport. 
Captain Jeremiah BUss says : '^ I have known it for more than 
sixty years, and helped to build the one which was destroyed 
in the September gale.'* The Malbom's, &c, were in the hal>it 
of resorting there before this period, and had partitioned off 
a room to keep their guns and ammunition. In the transfer or 
the farm, which has been frequent, this privilege to the land in 
always been granted, as being a public benefit in which 
citizen of the town had a right to participate. There was oii« 
attempt made to question the propriety of having this site 
cupied for the above purpose, but public opinion pat the 
to rest. 

Sir Granville Templets daughter died of small poz, and 
buried on the Harrison Farm, S. S. W. of the Lime Rocks. 

Dark Bay, 1780. The Dark Day was distinguished by 
phenomenon of a remarkable darkness in the North part ^ 
America, and is still called the Dark Day. 

The following is an account of its appearance at Newport, ^ 
given at the time : 

" There fell here a singular and remarkable darknees, wbi^^ 
overspread the hemisphere for about five hours. In the mor**^ • 
ing were showers attended with distant thunder; about lOo'clo^^'^ 
A. M., a darkness came on^ which by 1 1 o'clock, was percei^ 
to be very unusual and extraordinary, and in half an hour 
was considered as what was never before seen in these nortbo^^ 
climates in America. The darkness was so intoise, fro* 
a little before noon to two oVlock, as that persons could 
read, and it became necessary to light up candles. Eren 
fowls, it is said, went to roost. Many of the inhabitants w^ 
thereupon thrown into the greatest constem«tk>n,. as if the 
pearance was supernatural, and believed that the Day of Judl 
ment was about to come. A little after 2, P. M., it becsJ^^^--^^^ 
somewhat lighter, but the darkness soon returned. Aboa^ 
o'clock it began to go ofiV and at 4, P. M., the heavens resoiP 
their usual light, as in a cloudy day, although the doudi 
continued all the rest of the afternoon." 

Various Were the speculations on the event, but do fixed 
elusions were ever arrived at. 
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QBBAT SNOW STORMS AND INTENSE COLD. 

In 1717, two great snow storms took place, on the 20th and 

24th of February, which covered the ground so deep with 

Slow, that people for some days could not pass from one house 

to another. Old Indians said, their fathers had never told 

them of such a snow. It was from ten to twenty feet deep, 

and generally covered the lower stories, so that people dug 

ptthfl from one house to another, under the snow. Soon after, 

A iHgbt rain fell, and the frost crusted it over, so that the 

p€0]je went out of their chamber windows, and walked over it. 

Itoy of the farmers lost their sheep, and most of the sheep 

*od swine which were saved, lived from one to two weeks 

^'thout food. 

Oreat damage was done to the orchards, by the snow freez* 
^^ to the branches, and splitting them from the trees by its 
STeat weight. 

This fall of snow formed a remarkable era in New England, 
^d old people in relating an event would say, that it happened 
•o many years before, or after, the gi-eat snow. 

About the first of January, 1780, a period of steady cold 
Commenced ; during forty days, even on the south and sunny 
•ide of the buildings in warm situations, there was no indication 
^ a thaw. The light and dry snow drifted and eddied with 
tliQ incessant motion of the wind ; paths opened, were imme- 
diately filled up, and communication Was entirely interrupted. 
*^arragansett Bay remained frozen over for six weeks, and the 
^<5e extended from the shore as far as the eye could see. 

The inhabitants of Newport experienced the greatest distress 

fcr fuel ; wood could not be had, and they were obliged to 

'■'eeort to wharf logs, old buildings, fences, and every other ex- 

I>^ient to keep themselves from freezing. Wood was sold at 

"tlae enormous price of $20 per cord. Provisions were equally 

Bcsarce. Com was sold at four silver dollars per bushel, and 

XK>tatoe8 at two dollars per bushel ; and other articles in like 

proportion. 

In 1756, a look-out house was built on the top of the stone 
mill, which then belonged to John Banister, Esq. Benedict 
Amold*s daughter married Edward Pelham, who inherited his 
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estate. Mr. Pelfaam left two daughten, one of whom married 
John Banister, and the other John Cowlqr, to whom his 
estate descended, consisting of Banister's Wharf, and the one 
known as Stephens' Wharf, which extended from Pelham-atreet 
to what is now called Bellevuestreet 

The Banister family once filled a large place in Newport. 
The farm of the late George Irish, Esq., was the country seat 
of the Banisters. They lived in a style of affluence, and the 
choice viands which graced their table, would satisfy an 
epicurean palate. But one of the name is now left in Newport, 
of this once distinguished family. We have in our view at 
very moment, Mrs. Banister, one of the older branches of th^^^l^^ 
family, who resembled a lady dowager in the dignity of i 
appearance, and the courteousness of her manners. 




THE STONE MILL. 

" Faney spreads her wiog 
Around Uiy time-soatbed brow, and doaply tintf 
Her fairy soroll, while hoar antiquity 
la silenoe frowns upon the aimless flight. 

And whatsoeTer bean 
The stamp of hoary time, and hath not been 
The minister of evil, olaims from as 
Some tribute of respect." 

In dimensions this mill is nearly twenty-five feet in hei^" 
its diameter on the outside is twenty-three feet, and L 
eighteen feet nine inches. It is circular, and supported a 
eight arches, resting on thick columns, about ten feet high ; 
height of the centre of the arches from the ground is tw 
feet six inches, and the foundation extends to the depth of f3 
or five feet 

There has been much speculation, in relation to thia atf 
ture, within the last twenty years ; strangers, visiting Ne 
have attempted to make it out as being erected by the la 
of Northmen, whom they supposed to have discovered 
continent, anterior to Columbus in the twelfth century. 
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These Northmen were the descendants of the Scandinavians, 

ho, it is thought, sprang from the Thracians, mentioned by 

bmer, a nation now extinct The Danes, Swedes, Nor- 

egians, and Icelanders, all come under the name of Northmien, 

r Norsemen. Their literature has been compared, in extent, 

the literary remains of Greece and Latium. This opens a 

fountain of research, where the scholar may often 

" Retara and linger, linger and return." 

In a work recently published in Denmark, the author has 
attempted to show that the old Stone Mill was built by North- 
xnen. The Rev. Mr. Kipp, of Albany, tells me he saw at the 
xesidence of the Duke of Tuscany, a Swedish Count, who spoke 
of this building as the work of Northmen. He was perfectly 
'£uniliar with the discoveries of those whom he proudly called 
•* his people." 

"^ The active mind of man instinctively surveys the dark 
Tegions of the past, and would gladly break the unfathomable 
nlence of the nations of the dead, and raise the veil where their 
l)eauty and glory have slept for ages. The strong desire to 
learn something of those who lived when time was young, 
leads the antiquarian to often adopt groundless theories." — 
Antiquities of Afnerica, by A. Davis. 

We have made this extract, for the purpose of preparing 
the mind of the reader, to draw his own inferences from the 
views entertained by antiquarians, with those which are held 
by the people of Newport, especially those of David Melville, 
Esq., who has devoted much time and attention to the investi- 
gation of the subject 

The most ridiculous views have been entertained of the 
nature and object of this structure, and also of the period when 
it was erected. These visionary ideas are of recent o;*igin, and 
are not founded in fact, but the mere workings of a fanciful 
imagination which aims to surround the structure with a kind 
of romance, in order to gratify a morbid appetite which delights 
in the marvellous. We shall offer extracts from the will of 
Gk>vemor Benedict Arnold, and of Edward Pelham, who mar- 
ried his daughter, and then present the arguments which have 
been ably employed by one of our liiost respectable citizens, 
David Melville, Esq : 
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<' My body I desire and appoint to be buried at ye northeast 
corner of a parcel of ground containing three rods square, being 
of, and lying in, my land, in or near the line or path from my 
dwelling house, leading to my stone-built wind-mill, in ye town 
of Newport abovementioned." — A True Copy from the Records 
of the Toum Clerk^s Office in the Town of Newport^ Page 348. 
No. '5 Probate Records, 

What language could possibly have been employed, more 
significant, to convoy to the mind the object for which this struc- 
ture was reared, ^^ my stone-built wind-mill, in the town of New- 
port." He does not say, " my so-cai/ed mill," as though he was 
ignorant of the origin or the design of the structure, but speaks 
'in the most explicit manner, no doubt being entertained in his 
mind, of the nature and design of the building. We have 
asked the opinion of legal men, in what light they understood 
the language of Governor Arnold, and they have at once ad- 
mitted that it was to be understood in its most literal significa- 
tion, as a mill built by Governor Arnold, for a useful purpose, 
viz. : to grind corn for the early settlors. 

Extract from Edward Pelham^s will, dated May 21, 1741, 
Bequest to his daughter Hermseoine, the wife of John Banister, 
after others previously made : 

" Also one other piece or parcel of land situated, lying and 
being' in Newport aforesaid, containing eight acres or there- 
abouts, with an old stone wind-mill thereon standing, and being 
and commonly called and known by the name of the mill field, 
or upper field." 

The butts and bounds shew this to be part of the lot men- 
tioned in Benedict Arnold^s will, on which he says '^ standeth 
my dwelling, or mansion-house," &c., '* as also my stone-built 
wind-mill." 

This paoperty remained in the Banister family until the Ameri- 
can Bevolution. Here we have additional testimony of the 
nature and object of this structure, which has called forth such 
frequent discussions in the public prints. It is here clearly im- 
plied, if language can be understood, that it was built for a 
wind- mill, and this has been the opinion of the inhabitants of 
Newport, who have given the least attention to the subject 

Mr. Pelham does not attempt to make out in his will, that it 
was anything else than what had been before so lucidly and 
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dearly deacribed by Governor Benedict Arnold, but says, " an 
old stone wind-mill thereon standing/^ No instrument ever writ- 
ten could have been plainer or more to the point ; and it shows a 
^ery great weakness in the human mind, to attempt to prove 
that it was built anterior to the discovery of this Continent by 
Ckilumbus. 

Those who settled the Island of Aquedneck, were not ignorant 
men, they had a knowledge of architecture, acquired in Europe, 
and the abundance of stone at their hand, induced them to erect 
the wind-mill, of this material, as being more permanent and 
lasting. There is nothing very remarkable in its constructioni 
It is built of rough stone, placed without order, though in a 
communication made to the Antiquarian Society of Copenhagen^ 
by Dr. Webb, be has made a statement so entirely incorrect as 
to deceive the Society into the idea that it could not have been 
erected by the early settlers of the island. He represents it as 
'^ bniit of stone, and laid in regular courses," which is not the 
fact, and had a tendency to mislead the mind of those to whom 
the statement was sent 

To our mind, the construction of this mill for an important 
and useful purpose, vi&, to prepare food for the inhabitants, is 
a rational conclusion to arrive at, and one infinitely preferable 
to the vague notion embraced by many minds living at a dis- 
tance, that it was erected as a fortress to defend a race who 
occupied the Island in the twelflh century. The former is the 
only sensible view which can be taken of the subject, while the 
latter is replete with the most egregious folly. 

Nicholas Easton, who built the first house in Newport, makes 
no niention of the mill, which, if it had then been standing, 
Would DO doubt have been made matter of record by him or 
others of the early settlers. 

A gentleman procured a quantity of the cement»or mortar, 
&oni the wall of the old stone house in Spring-street, which 
^as built by Henry Bull, one of the first purchasers of the 
Xsland, and immediately after the first settlement of the town, 
2^ 1638, and specimens from several other ancient buildings and 
^tone chimneys, and some from the tombs of Governor Arnold 
^nd his wife, and from the stone mill, and analyzed and com- 
tMii*^ them, and found them of the same quality, and composed 
shell hme, sand, and gravel ; and considered it very strong 
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evidence that they were^ built not far from the same time— aB 
probably within a period of thirty or forty years from eaok 
other. It will be borne in mind by the reader, that we notioed 
the making of shelMime at a very early period of the settlement 
of the town. 

It may appear strange to the reader that this discovery has 
so recently been made. But when it is considered that pubMe 
attention has never been called to the investigation of the sub- 
ject until of late, their surprise and astonishment should cease. 
Many things are taken for granted, which may not in fact be 
true. It was currently reported and believed in olden times, 
that the celebrated spot known as Purgatory, at the second 
beach", had no bottom, and that frequent attempts had been made 
to sound it, but without effect Now, so far from this being 
the truth, the tide ebbs and flows into it, and at low water it is 
quite shallow. Superstition has ever had its votaries, down to 
the period of spiritual knockings. 

We will now subjoin a portion of the correspondence, held 
through the Newport Herald and Tke BJwde Islander^ on this 
recently mooted subject, feeling satisfied in our own mind that 
our venerable townsman, David Melville, Esq., has done ample 
justice to the subject, and confounded the idle theories of his 
opponents, and shown to the world that it is nothing more or 
less than an old stone mill. 

" Mr. Eastman, 

" Your readers will recollect the controversy published some 
months since in relation to this ancient structure, which ori- 
ginated from the inquiry of a * Visitor,' published in the 
Mercury, as to its origin and object, which was answered by a 
writer in the Newport Daily News, under the signature of 
'Antiquarian, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island.' 
The correctness of which was disputed, and pronounced false 
and groundless by the writer, under the signature of * One of 
the Oldest Inhabitants,' published in the Herald of the Times 
and Rhode Islander. The publication of his last article on the 
subject, in the Herald of August 5th, 1847, silenced * Antiqoar 
rian,' by showing conclusively that his whole statement was a 
base fabrication, without the least foundation in truth, and 
undoubtedly intended for deception ; the object of which ap- 
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peared to be to fix the date of its Btmcture to remote antiquity, 
and that it was the works of the North men, (the ancient Scan- 
dinavians,) who visited the eastern portion of this continent as 
early as the tenth century, and as evidence that thoy visited, 
and estabhshed themselves on this island at that period ; from 
what sinister motives this was undertaken, the writer will not 
attempt to decide, but leaves that to the public. 

" In conformity to the declared intention of the writer to 
represent the facts to the Eoyal Society of Antiquarians at 
Copenhagen, he forwarded to the President-of the Institution, 
by the favor of the Honorable George Bancroft, our Minister 
in England, through the Danish Legation in London, a copy 
of the Herald of the Times and Rhode Islander, of August 5, 
1847, which contained the full report attributed to Professor 
Berobien, as published by ' Antiquarian, Brown University, 
Providence, Bhode Island,' with a letter, calling the attention 
of the Boyal College to the subject, (which is too lengthy and 
quite unnecessary to be published,) asking the favor of an 
answer, if such a report had ever been made to the Society, 
and acted upon as stated in the report 

<* To this commumcation, the writer has just received the 
following answer : 

• 

« < Copenhagen, January 4th, 1848. 

** * Your letter of the 12th of August, with the Herald of 
the Times and Ehodo Islander, of August 5th, 1847, I duly 
received a few days ago. 

" * I beg to return you my thanks for the communication 

transmitted, and deem it my duty to inform you that the article 

^bich lately appeared in your journals, on the subject of the 

^dcient structure in Newport is, from beginning to end, a 

downright fabrication, no such having ever been made to the 

Itoyal Society of Northern Antiquities as the one alluded to. 

t%e persons mentioned in the article, too. Bishop Oelrischer, 

I^rofessors Scrobien, Graety, &c., are all fictitious characters, 

^liere never having existed here individuals bearing those names. 

I^hus the entire notice is nothing more than a fiction, the object 

which is to mystify the public. 
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" ' It were to be wisjied, that such of the Amerioan j< 
as have admitted the article in question into their oo 
would apprize the public of its entire falsity. 

" * In 1837 I published, on behalf of our Society, tl 
Northern Sources to the Ante-Columbian History of A 
in the work entitled, AmiQurrATES AMERiOAMiB. Taki 
astronomical, nautical, and geographical evidences contai 
the ancient records themselves for a groundwork, I hi 
deavored to prove that our Scandinavian forefathers in th 
century discovered a portion of the eastern coast of 
America, and in particular visited Massachusetts and 
Island. 

" ' Inquirers of the greatest celebrity here in Europe 
looked upon the arguments used by mh as conclusive, ; 
whom I may mention Alexander Humboldt, in his n 
published Kosmob, vol. 11, pages 269-272, where he ooi 
the results of my investigations as historical facts fui 
monstrated. 

" ' At the time when I published the work above allud 
I was not aware of the ancient structure in Newport, 
consequently, cannot have led in the remotest degree 
results deduced, nor is there a single word said about it 
work, which, moreover, is to be met with in most of the 
libraries in America, as well as in £!urope ; and thus op 
easier access to the study of the original written sources 
selves. 

" ' The right interpretation of the accounts in the 8 
parchment copies, clearly proves that it was precisely ] 
chusetts and Bhode Island which the ancient Scandii 
visited, and where they established themselves. The 
ment of the astronomical, nautical, and geographical evic 
leads in this respect to so certain a result, that doi 
nothing further is required. 

'^ * The early monuments which are met with in those n 
unquestionably merit the attention of the investigator, 1 
must be cautious in regard to the inferences to be draw] 
them. 

** * Concerning the ancient structure in Newport, (of 
we had no previous knowledge whatever,) we first reoe 
communication on the 22d of May, 1839, from Thon 
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Webb, M. "D., (now of Bbston, formerly of Providence,) which 
is inaerted in our Memories des Antiquaires du Nord, 1836 — 
1839, page 361, and I feel assured, that whoever reads that 
article, will therein discern all the caution which a scientific 
investigation demands, and all the respect due to an institution 
w^hich has acquired confidence in and out of Europe. 

*' ' Prom the drawings transmitted to us by a trust-worthy 
hand, our ablest judges skilled in the history of architecture, 
have pronounced the architectural style of the building to be 
that of the twelfth century, from which period a structure 
exactly corresponding has been pointed out, along with others 
^ the same style. It is difficult, however, without being on 
the spot, to offer any decided opinion as to the period to which 
the structure itself is to be referred, nor has any one here ven- 
tured to do so. Here, in the North, no wind-mills occur of 
this construction, and a gentleman distinguished for his know- 
ledge in the progressive history of the arts, and who has 
traveled much in Europe, has declared, that he never met with 
••^y such.* It would seem better, therefore, to leave the matter 
^^'idecided, until further information can be obtained. But, 
^^eQ supposing that the origin of this and other monuments 
^^^Hnot be ascertained with precision, this in no way affects the 
*tal>ility of the histofical facts deduced from the ancient manu- 
•^^rtpls ; that the Scandinavians in the tenth century, discovered 
'^d established themselves in Ehode Island and Massachusetts, 
^ proof of which no other testimony is required than what is 
afforded by the ancient records themselves. 

** * Our Society would be glad to receive trust-worthy 

^^ In the " Penny Magazine of the Society for the difTosion of Useful Knowledge, 
^^ ^oremher, 1^/' p. 480, there is an engpraving of a Wind-mill at Chesterton, 
^^ ■ i cfcshire, Engla&d, erected after a design of Inigo Jones, which, without the 
and vaaes, shew an exact fao-simile of the Old Mill at Newport An aged 
laster, late of this town, of the first respectability and of nndonbted integrity, 
has been many royages to the North of Earope, informs me that he has seen 
more than forty wind- mills, of the same material and construction as the old 
-mill here ; and he had curiosity once to ask, at one of them, why they were 
'It 00 pUlan and open between them ? and was informed that on this oonstrnctioQ 
^^^ wind haying a free passage through, there was no eddy wind caused to make a 
^^A sail and lessen the power. Other authorities might be quoted, but we think 
^ ^^vbolly unnecessary, for every sensible mind after reading the evidence adduced, 
be convinced of the ol:^t for which the structure was intended.— iVo^s by 
Auikor. 
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communications on the subject of AnCe-Columbian Monuments 
of America, to be preserved in the American section of the 
Society's Historico-ArchcBological Archives, and' also for inser- 
tion in their Memories, in as far as they may be suited for the 
purpose. Such articles as the one you have made known to 
us, merits no place within the pale of science, and we are glad 
to observe that by you also, they are estimated according to 
their deserts. 

" * I have the honor to be, sir, 

" * Your obedient servant, 

" * Charles C. Bafn, 

" * Sec'y, R S. N. A." 
" « David MelviUe, Esq., Newport, R L' 

'' It appears by the foregoing letter that the Koyal Oollege re- 
ceived a communication on the 22d of May, 1839, from Thomas 
H. Webb, M. D., (now of Boston, formerly of Providence,) 
which is inserted in their Memoirs des Antiquaries du Nort, of 
1836 — 1839, page 361, in which Doctor Webb gives a description 
of the architectural construction of the ruin, and they received 
also drawings of the sanie, transmitted to them by trus^worth7 
hands, from which description, and the drawings referred to, their 
' ablest judges,' skilled in the history of architecture, have pro- 
nounced the architectural style of the building to be that of the 
twelfth century. "Upon this it is barely necessary to remark, 
that the description given by Dr. Webb, as well as the drawings 
which were transmitted, though in their general contour cor- 
rect, are in their minutise visibly incorrect, so decidedly so, as 
to mislead the judgment of those best skilled in the history of 
architecture, and to render it impossible for them to determine 
with any reliable precision, the period to which the structure 
may be referred ; there is no reliance, therefore, upon the opin- 
ions pronounced by the ablest judges skilled in the history of 
architecture, founded on date so incorrect as that submitted to 
their inspection. 

*' The Hoyal Society of Antiquarians, at Copenhagen, which 
is universally cqnsidered as the source of correct information, 
on facts relating to subjects of antiquity, have been imposed 
upon by unprincipled miscreants in this country. As an instance 
of their success in their attempts at deception, I would refer to 
the following : The inscription on the Dighton Rock, which is 
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undoabtedly an Indian inscription in commemoration of some 
great battle, and was so pronounced by General Washington, 
when a copy of it was shown to him at Cambridge, during the 
Berolutionary War, he having seen many similar to it in the 
Indian conntry ; and is so considered by Henry B. Schoolcraft, 
Eaq., Professor of Geology in the service of the TTnited States, 
who visited the Hock the last summer, and who has seen many 
of the same description in various parts of the country, from 
Maine to the source of the Mississippi, and is acquainted with 
the meaning of many of the characters in the inscription. This 
inscription has been copied by some designing wretch, and for« 
warded to the Koyal Society of Antiquarians, at Copenhagen, 
nndoabtedly for deception, and published in the work alluded to 
by Prof. Bafn, entitled Antiquitates Americana. The version of 
the inscription published in that work, and distributed throughout 
Europe and America, was altered so as to make it appear to have 
been the work of the Scandinavians, by altering the characters, and 
adding in thebody of the inscription, the characters, E I NX, 
which is said to be the name of one of their early navigators ; 
such unwarrantable conduct is disgraceful to the authors, an 
imposition on that highly respectable institution and the world, 
and ought to be discountenanced and exposed by every admirer 
of the correctness of facts relating to ages past The Society 
has, (from misrepresentations made to them ki regard to the 
* Newport Euins/ as it has of late been called,) been drawn into 
an error in supposing that their Scandinavian forefathers visited 
in the 10th century the island of Ehode Island. At the remote 
period referred to, in the letter of Professor Eafn, they may 
have visited Massachusetts, and reported it by its true Indian 
name, and if they had visited this Island, it is reasonable to sup- 
pose they would have called it by the name it was called by the 
native inhabitants, which was Acqtiethneck. It was not called 
Ehode Island until 1644, as appears from the following extracts 
firom the Old Colony Eecords, * at a General Court held at 
Newport on the 15th day of the Ist month, 1644.' 

" *It is ordered by this Court that ye island commonly called 
Acquethneck, shall be from henceforth called ye Isle of Rhodes, 
or Ehode Island.' 

" There is no doubt that the Northmen discovered in the tenth 
century, the eastern coast of this Continent, and visited that 
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part called by the Indian inhabitants, Massachusetts, bat it 
doubtful if they visited at that period the Island of Acquethneo 
now Bhode Island. There does not appear from any history < 
tradition from our ancestors, that there was any tradition amoi 
the Indians of Acquethneck, ever having been visited by whi 
men before the settlement of the country by our British anoe 
tors. When the first white* inhabitants settled on the Elizabel 
Islands, there was a tradition among the Indians, that the Yin 
yard bad been visited many ages before by a colony of whii 
men, who came there in a vessel from the North, and remainc 
there for a season, and returned to the North in the winter, wit 
an intention of returning there again the next year, but nevi 
came back, and were supposed to have been lost, and the san 
tradition was rife among the Indians on the main, and remaii 
to this day. It is very probable that these were the Northm< 
from the borders of the St. Lawrence, and that the Yineyai 
Island was the extent of their progress westward along tl 
coast From this circumstance, and from sinister motives, 
has been endeavored to be shown that the Northmen visite 
this Island in the tenth or eleventh century, and called tl 
island ' Vinelant,' &c., and the Newport Buin has been endei 
vored to be palmed upon the world through the Boyal Societ 
of Antiquarians at Copenhagen, as evidence of the fact of tl 
visit of the Northmen, and the work of their hands,* but 

" Let AntiqiiftriAnf ny what they wUl, 
It if nothing but an Old Stone Mill. 

"One op the Oldest iNHABrrANra'' 

What bettertraditionary evidence than that of Gov. Arnold 
grandson, Josiah Arnold, who died long since the Bevolutioi 
ary war, and that of his great-grandson, Sanford Arnold, wb 
has been deceased but a few years, who both spoke of it as tt 
old Stone Mill, built by their ancestor Benedict Arnold, as hi 
been heretofore stated, but disregarded ? Why then dispute it 
orig^, and the use for which it was erected, except it be fc 
interested and unholy purposes ? 

In 1784, the harbor with the rivers, were all closed with ioi 
from Castle Hill to Providence ; so that people crossed thei 
from the Island to the main. 

* Tbeantliorof thiilmpogitioniaiwell ai the report attribnted to Serobian, Si Mq 
poeed to be a foreignerf a few yean tinoe a reddent of thie tows. 
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1763. This year the Jewish Synagogue, in Newport, which 
was erected the year before, was dedicated to the Gk>d of Abra- 
ham, with great pomp and raagDificeoce, according to the cus- 
tom of the Hebrews. At this time the town of Newport con- 
tained upwards of sixty families of Jews ; among them were 
many merchants of wealth and enterprise. Mr. Aaron Loper. 
was a man of eminent probity and benevolence, his bounties were 
widely diffused, and not confined to creed and sect, and the 
people of Newport, notwithstanding the lapse of time, still con- 
secrate his memory. Mr. Lopez was afterwards drowned in his 
carriage in Scott's Pond, a few miles^north of Providence. 

Bev. Mr. Touro, married, in Newport, a sister of the late 
Moses Hays, of Boston, and left two sons and one daughter. 
Mr. Hays removed from Newport soon afler the peace, taking 
with him his family. One of the sons was the late Abraham 
Touro, who died in Boston in 1822, leaving a large estate; by 
his will a fund of $10,000 was left for the support of the syna- 
gogue and burial-place in Newport, and $5,000 for keeping 
Touro-street in repair, on which they front This fund is under 
the direction of the Town Council of Newport, and the interest 
is judiciously applied for the purposes above-mentioned. 

The other son is Judah Touro, Esq., of New-Orleans, a gen- 
tleman distinguished for his many acts of munificence. He went 
to New-Orleans previous to the cession of Louisiana, where in 
mercantile pursuits, he has acquired a princely estate, and is 
universally esteemed by the inhabitants of the city of New- 
Orleans. Such is the attachment of the Jews for Newport, and 
the sepulchre of their fathers, that their remains are brought 
here for interment. 

A gentleman who settled in Newport, about twenty years 
since, and erected a tasteful mansion in Bellevue-street, near 
the Jewish burial-ground, in a conversation had with a per- 
sonal friend of Mr. Judah Touro, suggested that it would be a 
commendable act on the part of Mr. Touro, were he to enclose 
the burial ground with a noble wall of granite, as the then 
present brick wall was in a decayed state, having been slightly 
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built He gave an assurance that he would address him od 
the subject, which he accordingly did ; and Mr. Touro, with a 
liberality which has uniformly distinguished bim, authorized his 
friend to apply to some eminent architect for a suitable plan. 
The work was commenced, and completed in 1842, and a more 
chaste and beautiful enclosure, with the ornamental gateway, is 
not to be found in the country. The whole cost was $1 1,000. 
The architect was Isaiah KogciiB, Esq., of Boston. 

A few years since, he gave $1000 to repair Eedwood Library. 
His adopted city has experienced his noble benefactioBs, irre- 
spectiTe of denominational distinctions, in which he has set an 
example worthy to be imitated by Gentiles. Such an indivi- 
dual is a blessing to society, and throws into the shade many, 
whose niggardly spirit renders them a burden to themselves and 
to the world at large. 

Abraham Eod. Riviera, a highly respected Jew, was an 
importer of dry goods, in connection with other business. In 
early life Abraham was called " the honest man,'' which title he 
merited as long as he lived. He was extensively engaged in 
commerce, and met with many losses ; and at that date there 
were no Insurance Companies^ consequently, the risks in navi- 
gation were very great. Although a man of wealth, frequent 
losses at sea, forced him to assign his property, which, when 
divided, cancelled but a part of his liabilities. As soon as the 
failure was known in England, the roerchanta with whom he 
bad traded, offered bim any amount of dry goods ; and, that he 
might avail himself of their generous offer, took the benefit of 
the Insolvent Act, clearing himself from old claims, and open, 
ing a way to the renewal of business. He was prosperous^ and 
at the end of a few years, gave bis old creditors a dinner party, 
jdacing under the piate of each guest a check, for the amount 
due him, with interest. He died worth $120,000. Such was 
the honesty of the past. 

There is now in the Town-Clerk's office, the copy of a deed, 
^certified by William Coddington, Town-Clerk, Oct I9th, 1677,) 
in book No. 3, page 1 1, of Land Evidences, of a certain lot of 
land, thirty feet square, sold by Nathaniel Dickens, to Mordecai 
Gampannall and Moses Packeckoe, for a burial-place for the 
Jews. This deed is dated February 26th, 1677, which shows 
that some of the descendants of Abraham found an asylum of 
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rest, from oppression and persecution, on this island of the sea, 
at an early period of the settlement. It has been said that it 
was as early as 1657. 

How long prior to the purchase of the burial-ground, we 
have no accurate means of ascertaining. The first Jews who 
settled in Newport were of Dutch extraction, from Curraso, and 
were not possessed of the wealth, intelligence, or enterprise, 
which so eminently distinguished those who subsequently 
settled in this town, which, with the smallness of their number, 
accounts for the lapse of time from the first Jewish settlement 
in Newport, to the erection of the synagogue. 

It is not probable, however, that during all this time they 
maintained no regular form of public worship, and there is a 
tradition amongst the most ancient people of Newport, now liv- 
ing, that from the earliest secernent here, pubHc religious 
worship was regularly maintained in private houses. 

Between the years 1750-60, many families of wealth and 
distinction came to this country from Spain and Portugal, and 
settled in Newport, which contributed largely to the intelli- 
gence and commercial prosperity of the town. 

The synagogue was thronged with worshippers, from its 
erection until the war commenced, and the scriptures were 
publicly read, and the Gk)d of Abraham worshipped in the 
Hebrew language, in Newport, by more than three hundred of 
the dispersed house of Israel, up to that time. 

About 1763, and long afler, flourished the distinguished 
families of Lopez, Eiviera, Pollock, Levi, Hart, Seixas, and 
their late respected priest, Jsaac Touro« The north side of 
what is now the Mall, was ouce covered with Jewish residences, 
which were destroyed by fire. The Revolutionary war, so dis- 
astn>us to the commercial interest and prosperity of Newport, 
induced the greater part of them to leave the town ; and afler 
the conclusion of the war, the remnant that was left gradually 
declined, until not an individual now remains. Moses Lopez, 
nephew of the celebrated Aaron Lopez, was the last resident 
Jew in Newport A few years previous to his death, he 
removed to New-York ; his remains were brought to Newport, 
and interred by the side of his brother Jacob, in the burial- 
place of their fathers. Moses Lopez was a man of no common 
abilities ; he was an honorable merchant, deeply versed in 



182 HISTORY OF BHODE ISLAND. 

mathematics, and of uncommon mechanical skill. He was 
pleasant and interesting in conversation, and an ingenious 
defender of his religious belief The Society of Jews, gene- 
rally, who settled in this town, have left a reputation for 
integrity and uprightness, which should perpetuate their 
memory from generation to generation. 

After the long interval of sixty years, in which the synagogue 
had been closed, in the year 1850 it was thrown open again, 
and services were performed on Saturday (the Jewish sabbath,) 
by an eminent Eabbi from New-York. It was an important 
era, and calculated to revive in the mind the great and impor- 
tant events, which had taken place in the history of this dis- 
tinguished people. 

Emery's Corner, at the south side of Bridge-street, was a 
general resort in olden time foi; young men, residing in that 
section of the town. Hence we meet with ii very frequently in 
the old records of the town, as we do that of the Granary, or 
Brick-market, where the inhaUtants assembled, and still con- 
tinue to assemble. We like to retain antique names, as they 
remind us of the past, and the inhabitants of Newport have 
been more tenacious than most places, of innovation. But the 
recent resort of strangers to Newport, has led to an attempt to 
remove the ancient land-marks, which should not be counto- 
nanced for a moment by the original inhabitants It is the 
remains of antiquity in Newport, which invests it with so much 
interest, and makes the spot more deeply interesting to the 
Antiquarian. 

Hog Hole, before the hand of modem vandalism despoiled it 
of its pristine beauty, was the scene of many a joyous festival. 
Purgatory, at Sachuest Beach, is invested with a high degree 
of romance, from the traditionary account of two lovers, who 
met at the brink of this dangerous chasm. The lady, to test 
the strength of his affections towards her, as the condition of 
the nuptial edebration, required that he should leap across it 
Dangerous as was the experiment, he quickly sprung; she 
caught the skirt of his coat, which instantly rent, while he 
landed safe on the opposite side to the terror and dismay of the 
fair one. The DeviPs foot-print is strongly impressed on the 
rocks, near to this chasm, with other singular marks, which has 
made it a place of interest to those visiting the islaiid. 
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It affords pleasure and delight to ramble amid those joyous 
soenee, and listen to the sBrial choristers warbling their orisons. 
The inhabitants of this charming retreat, seem the only unde- 
lighted enjoyers of the scene, because to them it exhibits no 
novelty, consequently but little allurement ; the eye of the 
stranger alone beholds it with admiration and wonder, and the 
heart of sensibility could alone feel the exquisite sensation of 
delight its contemplation inspires. In the words of the poet, 
we would say : 

** ThoiVa not a brook I haro not loftpt, 

Anew mj native town — 
Nor field nor hUl where man has itepti 

I hare not wandered down : 
And tbese aa freihly hanot me atill, 

And ftill their forma I know — 
The brook, the field, the high peaked hUl, 

That eharmed me long ago 1" 



In 1772, the first equestrian performances on Bhode Island, 
and probably in America, took place in Newport. The name 
of the manager was Bates. 

Two of the guns of the sloop Tartar, were placed at the foot 
of the Parade, where they remained until within a few years, 
when they were removed, and placed in front of the fountain, 
at the end of the Mall. 



THE REV. MARMADUKE BROWN. 

As Newport has been the birthplace of many distinguished 
personages, as well as the residence of others who have 
occupied important positions in society, we have been induced 
to notice such parties, believing that it would prove highly 
interesting to the reader. 

In 1760, on the resignation of the Eev. Mr. Pollen, the Bev. 
Marmaduke Brown, a native of Ireland, was unanimously 
chosen to officiate as Minister of Trinity Church, Newport, and 
was appointed a Missionary by the Home Society. 

Mr. Brown continued his connection with Trinity Church 
until his death, which took place on the 19th of Maroh, 1771. 
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He left an only son, who, in 1795, caused a marble tablet, with 
a raised profile likeness of bis father, to be erected on the 
walls of Trinity Church, in memory of his parents. It bears 
the following inscription : 

To the Memory of 

The Kev. M A R M A D TJ K E BROWN, 

Formerly Reotor of this Pariih, 

A Man emlneiit for Talenta, Learning, and Religion, 

Who departed this Life on the 19th of Maroh, IHl, 

And op ANN, his Wife, 

A Lady of Unoommon Piety, and Saavity of ManoerK, 

Who died the 6th of Janoaryi 1767. 

This Monnment was Erected hy their Son, 

ARTHUR BROWN, Esq., 

Now Senior Fellow of Trinity College, 

Dublin, Ireland, 
And Bepresentatiye in Parliament for the same ; 

In Tolcen of his Gratitude and Affection 

To the best and tenderest of Parents, 

And his Respeet and Loye for a Congregation, 

Among whom, and for a Plaoe where, 

He spent the Earliest and Happiest of His Days. 



Hen! Qnanto minus est, 

Cum allis Versaii, 
Quam tui Memisse. 



M.D.CCXCV. 

His above-mentioned son is the subject of the follovnng notice : 
Hon. Arthur Brown, LL. D.,was at an early age sent from 
Newport to the care of a relative in Ireland, for education. He 
was a man gifled with extraordinary mental powers, which he 
improved by almost incessant study, and by an intercourse with 
the most able scholars and politicians of the day. He soon rose 
to eminence — ^was Senior Fellow, and Senior Proctor of Trinity 
College, a Doctor of Civil Laws, King's Professor of Greek, &c., 
&c. For a length of time he held the Vicar-Generalship of the 
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Diocese of Eildare, and also practised in the courts, as an enii- 
nent, though not a leading barrister. 

For many years no person in the University enjoyed greater 
popularity. They gave him their best and most honorable gifts 
— ^they appointed him their representative in the National Legis- 
lature, and the Irish House of Commons for many years listened 
"with surpnse and admiration, to his bold and powerful elo- 
quence. 

On questions of great national importance. Dr. Brown could 
speak with surprising effect. With little subjects he seldom m- 
terfered. If with the opposition it was his desire or chance to 
associate — ^he supported all their leading measures — on the 
Place and Pension bills, Catholic Emancipation, the Suspension 
of the Habeas Corpus, &c., he brought all his talents into action. 
He was a strong advocate of Parliamentary reform, an enemy 
to the abuse of power, and always stood forward as the cham- 
pion of the people. 

On the great question of the Union of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, he took part with the ministry, and his support and exam- 
ple greatly contributed to that event 

Shortly after the Union, Dr. Brown was appointed Prime 
Sergeant, and it is supposed, had he survived, he would have 
obtained a situation on the bench. 

Beside various political pamphlets, Dr. Brown was the 
author of two volumes of miscellaneous essays and dissertations, 
in which many questions of literature and criticism were ably 
discussed. These volumes are now out of print, which is the 
more to be regretted, as one of the essays was devoted to a pic- 
ture of Colonial nianners and habits, especially as exhibited by 
the society of Newpnrt, Ehode Island. 

In a note he referred to many of the families with whom he 
was intimate — the Brentons, Malboms, Redwoods, &c. His 
great work, however, is that on the Civil Law, which has passed 
through various editions, and is considered by the profession as 
a standard. 

This celebrated man died in Dublin, in the summer of 1805| 
of a dropsical complaint, leaving a large property, which he 
acquired from his situations in the College, and his exertions afl 
a lawyer. 

The late Baron Kinsale, of Ireland, was also a native of 
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Samuel, afterwards Sir Samuel, boru 1758, graduated at 
Columbia Ck>llege, served in England, under Sir Halph Aber- 
crombie, was a Brigadier-General, and K. G. B., in 1807, and 
commanded the expedition against Montevideo, which he took. 
He was promoted to be Lieutenant-General, received the thanks 
of Parliament ,and a service of plate. He was afterwards en- 
trusted with a very important command in the Channel, at the 
time of Napoleon's threatened invasion ; was the Governor of 
Madras, and commander of an expedition against the Island of 
Java, which he took, in 1800. On returning to England, he 
again received the thanks of Parliament, and a service of plate 
from the East India Company. He retired for a while to his 
estate in Kent, which he left on being appointed commander of 
the forces in Ireland, where he died, August 11th, 1822. 

The inscription on his tomb-stone is : 

Saond to Ibe Memory of 

THB RIGHT HON. SIR SAMUEL AUCHMUTT, G. 0. B. 

Of HiB U49^y§ Serenty-oight of Foot, who died on the 1 1th of Aagnit, aged riztyw 

four, while eommandiDg hie Mijeety'a foroes in Ireland. He waa a braTt, 

ezperieneed, and anooeaafnl offioer, and Tiotoriom whenerer he had 

the command. He twioe received the thanka of Parliament 

for hia aerrieei. The captare of Moo^Tideo, in South 

America, and the Iiland of Jara, in the Baat 

Indies, added both to hia fame 

and fortone. 

THia MOVUMaifT WAa MBCTBD BT HI8 BSLATIYBa, AB A TBIIUTB TO US 
PBiyATB AS WBLL AS HIS PUBLIC WOBTH. 

He left in his will a princely fortune to the children of his 
brother, Bobert Nichols Auchmuty, of Newport, Ehode Island 

We have dwelt thus long on the history of this family, from 
the fact of their intimate connection with Newport. Of the two 
surviving children of Bobert N. Auchmuty, Esq., Maria and 
Joanna, it is no flattery to speak of them in the highest terma, 
as illustrating the female attractions of the past Maria was 
tall, and of exquisite proportions, her complexion beautifully 
transparent, the roseate bloom of health diffused its beauties on 
her cheek, and the benignant softness that beamed from her blue 
eye, gave her the appearance of a celestial divinity^ Col. George 
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Oibbs ex{>re88ed bis admiration of her charms, on witnessing 
her appearance at the ballroom in Newport, with the splendid 
head-drees on, the gift of Sir Samuel, K. C. B. Her sister 
Joanna, was equally as graceful and captivating in form and man- 
ners. Her complexion clear, her teeth beautifully white and 
regular, a sweet expression played around her coral lips, her eyes 
were expressive, her vo>ee exquisitely melodious, and her genius 
lively and expanded. In the science of music she took delight^ 
and touched the harpsicord to perfection. In the dance she was 
the sprightly snal of the scene, when her inimitable attitude and 
grace captivated every beholder. 

Those who recollect Monsieur Carpentier^s dancing-room^ 
which was graced with the elite and fashion of Newport, will be 
ready to respond to the description here given of this lovely person. 
And now that the season of youth and gayety has passed away, 
her mind has been profitably and usefully employed in the cul- 
tivation of the morals of the nieces and nephews of her widowed 
sister. From a gentleman of the first rank in the United States 
Army, we have received the most flattering account of her 
amiable qualities, which we could justly appreciate, from a long 
acquaintance with her and her family. 

" When heATen's harbingfr shall claim bto priie, 
And wafi her poreet sonl to purer skies, 
Then shall reeozding angels trace her fame, 
And pitj weep when memory breathes her name/ 



THE MINTURN FAMILY. 

The ancestor of the Mintum family in this country, was a 
native of England, and was one of the early settlers of Narra- 
gansett Jonas Minturn married Penelope Brown, of South 
Kingston, and died on his own farm in Narragansett. He left 
three children, William, Hannah, and John, the latter of whom 
died at an early age. Hannah remained unmarried, and died at 
an advanced age, in Newport. William early exhibited that 
energy and decision of character, which was so conspicuous dur- 
ing his life. Being of an enterprising disposition, and wishing 



190 BISTORT OF RHODE ISLAND. 

to see more of the world than his circumstaDces permitted, he^ 
made several voyages from Newport, in a ship of which he soon 
became mate ; during one of these voyages to a port in Eng* 
land, the vessel in which he sailed had the misfortune to be cap- 
tured and taken into France, England being at that time at war 
with that country. 

The voyage was thus in danger of being broken up, threaten- 
ing great loss to those who were concerned in its success. The 
French commander offered to accept a ransom for the vessel, 
which though ardently desired by the American captain, was 
deemed by him to be entirely out of his power to accomplish at 
this juncture. Mr. Mintum, seeing how vitally important was 
the measure, presented himself before the master of the ship : 
'^ Captain,'* said he, " land me on the coast of England — ^I win 
go to London ; I am certain that I can effect this desirable re- 
sult to a commercial house in that city.'* It was done ; dressed 
as he was, in his sailor^s clothes, he proceeded on foot to London, 
found out the firm he was in search of, and by his intelligence 
and perseverance, was able to convince them of the importance 
and feasibility of the object He then re-crossed the channel, 
paid the ransom money, and arrived safely with the vessel at 
Newport 

In testimony of the high opinion which the owners of the ship 
entertained towards him, by this signal service, he was imme 
diately made captain of the same vessel ; and so fortunate was 
he, that he was soon able to become himself a shipowner, and to 
establish himself at Newport, where, becoming a successful mer- 
chant, he was greatly distinguished for benevolence and public 
spirit Mr. Mintum removed from Newport to Hudson, in 
1788, but finding, however, the branch of mercantile business 
in. which he was more especially engaged, that of commerce and 
navigation, could be prosecuted with more success at a point 
less remote from the sea, he concluded upon a change of loca- 
tion, and finally fixed upon the city of New- York, as possessing 
those superior commercial advantages which have ance been 
accredited to it by the world. Hither he removed in 1791, con- 
tinuing his successful career, and realizing all the advantages 
which he had anticipated from this new abode. Having amassed 
a large estate for the times in which he lived, he retired fhun 
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the active duties of commercial life, enjoying the respect, the 
esteem, and affection of his fellow-citizens. 

In 1799, Mr. Mintum's health so rapidly declined, that he 
ardently longed to breathe once more his native air ; confidently 
believing that it would bring with it healing on its wings. He 
^as also anxious to consult with Dr. Center, of Newport, the 
physician of his early life. In this desire he was warmly en- 
couraged by his friend and former partner in business, George 
Oibbs, Esq., who kindly procured a commodious house for his 
reception ; but his cherished hopes, and those of his attached 
family, were destined to be soon destroyed. His disease in- 
creased in severity, and he died in August of that year, univer- 
sally lamented. Justice, firmness, and charity, were the distin- 
guishing traits of his character. 

William Mintum married Penelope, daughter of Benjamin 
Greene ; she was a near relative of Major Nathaniel Greene, 
of the Revolution, with whom she spent a considerable part of 
her early life, at Patawamut After her husband's decease, 
Mrs. Mintum returned to New- York, where she resided till her 
death, in 1821 ; dying in that humility and faith which her 
Christian life had so preeminently exemplified. 

William Mintum lefl ten children ; 1st, Penelope, married to 
John T. Champlain ; 2d, Benjamin Greene, married to Mary, 
daughter of Hobert Bowne; 3d| Hannah, who died in 1817; 
4th, William, also married to a daughter of Eobert Bowne ; 
6th, Jonas, married to Esther, daughter of William T. Kobin- 
8on ; 6th, Mary, married to Henry Post ; 7th, Deborah, married 
to Robert Abbot, jun. ; 8th, Nathaniel G., married to Lydia, 
daughter of Samuel Coales, of Philadelphia ; 9th, Niobe, who 
resides in New York ; and 10th, John, who in 1817, removed to 
New-Orleans — he married Lydia, daughter of James Clements, 
of Philadelphia. The descendants of William Mintum have num- 
bered one hundred and forty-six persons. Some of his descend- 
ants are now extenAve merchants in New- York. 
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Sm OHARLES WAGBB. 



" Newport, 2 Mo. 1, 1853. 

" The followlDg is an extract from a letter I received from 

Bowland T. Kobinson, dated Ferrisburgh, Vermont, 1 Mo. 22d, 

1848, and, I presume, will convey the information you request 

" Your friend, 

« T. R. Hazard. 
" To Edward Peterson. 

'* ' I have obtained the following genealogical information 
from my father, whose recollections are dear on the matter ; 
and I also find they are confirmed by " W. Updike's History," 
page 249. 

" * William Hazard, the father of liydia Hazard, who married 
John Field, was the son of Caleb Hazard. William had two 
brothers, Dr. Eobert, and Caleb. 

" * Caleb Hazard, the father of William, married Abigail 
Gardiner, daughter of William Gardiner ; she was the sister 
of Df . Sylvester Gardiner, of Boston. 

" * After Cfileb Hazard's death, his widow, Abigail, married 
Wm. Robinson, called Governor Robinson, who was my great- 
grandfather. They had six sons and two daughters, Chris- 
topher, William, Thomas (my grandfather), Sylvester, Jamee, 
and John. The daughters were Mary, who married a Dockray, 
and Abigail. 

" * Phoebe Hull, who married William Hazard, was daughter 
of Captain Hull, who brought up Admiral Wager, of the British 
navy ; Charles Wager was taken by Capt. John Hull, when n 
poor boy, from Newport, and trained to the sea. In conse- 
quence of an advertisement which appeared in the public papers, 
Capt. Hull took Wager to England, and assisted him in obtain- 
ing a large estate, and he became an Admiral. 

" ' I have often heard my father relate the following anec- 
dote, which may be somewhat amusing to thy New- York cor- 
respondent Capt Hull was a plain Friend, and in the pursuit 
of his calling, he was at one time in some part of the West 
Indies, and learning that his ward, now Admiral Wager, was 
lying in the same port, he took his long boat, and went on board 
tlie Admirars ship. He enquired for the Admiral, stating he 
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• 

bed to see him. His appearance being rough, he was met 
R sprig of the navy, and denied admittance ; but watching 
opportunity, he stepped into the cabin, knowing he would 

i^hen once recognized, which proved to be the case. 

received with great kindness by the Admiral, greatly 
he confusion of the officer who had denied him an audience. 
intiinacy was long afterwards maintained, and the Admiral 
1 to make an annual demonstration of his remembrance of 
old master, by sending him a quarter-cask of wine.' " 

« New- York, March 2, 1853. 
toar Sir, 

IBEearing you were about publishing a history of Newport, 
. the events of the past, so highly important and interesting, 
nected with its early settlement, 1 beg leave to hand you an 
edote or two of the celebrated Admiral, Sir Charles Wager, 

was bound apprentice to a Quaker sea captain, of the 
ae of John Hull, of Newport. It was of Gapt Hull that 

Charles first learned his skill as a captain, and by whom he 
B brought up in the straight ways of industry, perseverance, 

1 honesty, which appear to have distinguished him through 
t. 

" * Your sincere fViend and servant, 

" Oliver Hull. 
" Mr. Peterson. 

" It is perhaps not generally known, even by the reading 
blic, that the celebrated Admiral Wager, of the British navy, 
ten a boy, was bound apprentice to a Quaker, of the name 
John Hull, who sailed a vessel between Newport, (Ehode 
land,) and London ; and in whose service he probably learned 
e rudiments of that nautical skill, as well as that upright 
oor and integrity, for which he is so much lauded by his 
ogrrapher. The circumstance of running his master^s vessel 
'er a privateer, first recommended him to an advantageous 
ace in the British navy. The facts of this encounter, as near 
, I can gather them, are these : the privateer was a small 
hooner, full of men, and was about boarding the ship of 
apt. Hull, whose religious scruples prevented him from taking 
ly measures of a hostile nature. After much persuasion from 
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young Wager, the peaceable captain retired to bis cabin, and 
gave the command of his ship to his apprentice. His anxiety, 
however, induced him to look out frbm the companion way, 
and occasionally give directions to the boy, who, he perceived, 
designed to run over the privateer, saying to him, ' Charles, 
if thee intends to run over that schooner, thou must put the 
helm a little more to the starboard.' The ship passed directly 
over Hie schooner, which instantiy sunk, with every soul on 
board. 

'^ On one occasion, when the Admiral was in Newport, Capt. 
Hull called at the coffee-house to see his former apprentice, 
and seeing a Lieutenant there, asked him, * Where is Charles ?' 
at which the Lieutenant took umbrage, and threatened to chas- 
tise the old Quaker for his insolence, in not speaking more 
respectfully of his Admiral. When Wager heard of it, he 
took occasion to reprove the Lieutenant before Capt Hull, 
sftying, ' Mr. Hull, sir, is my honored master.' 

** The certificate of marriage of John Hull, which is of parch- 
ment, among the witnesses, bears the signature of the mother 
of Admiral Wager, thus, * Prudence Wager.' 

'' John Hull died at Conanicut, on the 1st day of December, 
1732, aged seventy-eight years. 

'' The following inscription is on the monument, erected to 
the memory of Admiral Wager, in Westminster Abbey, Lon- 
don, England : 

*< < To ilM Memorj of 

Sir CHABLES WAGEB, Kmt., 

Admiral of Uie White, 

Fini Commiaiioiier of the Admiraltj, and 

A PriTj CoimoUlor; 

A BIB of sreat natural talenti, improTed bj Indotiy, 

and loDf Sxperieooe ; 

WIm bore tha higheii commaadB, and pitied through the graatait EmplojmaBli^ 

With Crtdit to himieU; and Honor to hia Country. 

He waf in hit Prirate Life, Humane, Temperate,, Just, and BonntifU | 

In Publio Station, Prudent, Wise, and Honeel ; 

Baij of aooeM to alli iteadj and neolote in hk ooodoei ; 

So rtmaikablj happj in his presenoe of mind, that no dangar 

Erer disoomposed him. 
Irtaamed and &Tored b j his King, Belored and honored hj hii OooBtfj. 
He died the Twenty-foorth of Maj, 1743 
Aged 79 Toaii. 



BVENT8 OF THE RSVOLtmON. 195 



BVENT8 OF THE REVOLUTION. 

We Iwve been pleasantly employed in presenting to the 
vmid of the reader, the growth and prosperity of Newport, 
wi£h the highly cultivated state of manners, which characterized 
Vac early history. And it would afford unspeakable gratifica- 
Aa, could we continue the prosecution of a theme, so deeply 
oiierestiDg to the human mind ; but every thing earthly is 
Datable, and subject to changa The prosperous to-day, may 
6 in adversity to-morrow ; so with States and Empires, — but 
le events so painful in themselves, are not without their uses, 
T out of the discordant materials good will ultimately arise. 
No town in the British Colonies flourished to the degree of 
ewport, and while her canvass whitened every sea, and the 
x>ducts of every clime came freighted to her shores, it did not 
ndor her supremely selfish, as is too apt to be the case, but 
ir influence was directed to the cultivation of the arts and 
iencee, which rendered her highly distinguished. The society 

fi^ewport was polished and refined ; this was owing in a 
■eat degree to the intimate relationship which subsisted 
ytween them and the mother country. The officers under the 
rown were educated gentlemen, and this exerted a powerful 
fluence on the minds of the inhabitants, and but for the 
evolution, no one could possibly have predicted the extent of 
roeperity to which Newport would have arrived. But the 
ppression of the British Parliament towards her Colonies 
Dcame insupportable, until forbearance ceased to be a virtue. 
Ivery remonstrance on the part of the Colonists, only tended 
le more highly to exasperate Great Britain towards them. 
Tow it was never the intention of the Colonies to sunder the 
ies which so closely linked them to the mother country, but 
Imply to obtain a redress of grievances. They had stood by 
Sngland in storm as well as sunshine. When she had been 
ngaged in conflict with other nations, the Colonies had fur- 
iiahed their quota of men and money to overcome her enemiea. 

Thb loyalty on the part of the Colonies, could never have 
>een alienated, but for the continual aggressions on the part of 
he Crown, disregarding the most solemn appeals, and setting 
it defiance every remonstrance made of the injustice of their 
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policy towards the Colonies. They were aware of their great 
inferiority, to attempt to cope with so gigantic a power as that 
of Great Britain, celebrated for her military and naval prowess, 
with her immense resources ; hence any measure which wisdom 
and prudence could dictate to effect a reconciliation was 
resorted to, but with($ut effect Great Britain was determined 
to overawe her Colonies, to submit to her arbitrary and despotic 
measuresw But the principle of liberty was lodged deep in the 
hearts of the Colonists, and they could not tamely acquiesce in 
British misrule and oppression. 

The first act of the British Parliament to tax the Colonies, 
passed that body in September, 1 764 ; the avowed object of 
which was to raise a revenue for the better protection of his 
Majesty's Colonies in New England, by a duty paid the British 
Crown, on certain articles of commerce sold in the Colonies. 
This was to test the fidelity of their subjects, and to open the 
way for bolder developments. Accordingly, by the next spring, 
the famous, or rather m -famous Stamp Act, passed both Houses 
of Parliament. 

This Act required that all deeds, notes, bonds, &c., in the 
Colonies, should be null and void, unless executed on stamp 
paper, for which a duty must be paid the Crown. The former 
Act the Colonies could not approve, because it was arbitrary 
and unjust, levying a tax without their consent, not being repre- 
sented in that body. But such was their attachment to the 
honor of their fathers, that they acquiesced in the measure, 
however oppressive and unjust. 

On the subject of the right of the British Pariiament to tax 
the Colonies, it was asserted, in the Mother Country, " to be 
essential to the unity, and of course prosperity, of the Empire, 
that the British Parliament should have right of taxation over 
every part of the Royal dominions." In the Colonies it was 
contended, " that taxation and representation were inseparable, 
and that they could not be safe, if their property might be 
taken from them without their consent.'^ This clium of the 
right of taxation on the one side, and the denial of it on the 
other, was tlie very hinge on which the Revolution turned. 

Mr. Pitt, the invariable friend of the Colonies, delivered his 
famous speech on American Liberty, in which he declared it to 
be his opinion, that the kingdom has no right to tax the 
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Goloiiies ; that he rejoiced that they had resisted, and he hoped 
that they would resist to the last drop of their blood." 

Theee sentiroents proved Mr. Pitt to have been a man of 
principle, and the sworn enemy to oppression. 

When th» bill was brought in, the Ministers, and particu- 
larly Charles Townshild, exclaimed : 

'* These Americans, our own children, planted by our care, 
nourished by our indulgence, &c., will they now turn their backs 
upon us, and grudge to contribute their mite to relieve us from 
the heavy load which overwhelms us ?^' 

Col. Barre caught the words, and with a vehemency becom- 
ing a soldier, rose and said : 

" Planted by your care f No I Your oppression planted 
them in America ! They fled from your tyranny into a then 
uncultivated land, where they were exposed to almost all the 
hardships to which human nature is liable ; and among others, 
to the savage cruelty of the enemy of the country — a people 
the most subtle, and I take upon me to say, the most truly ter- 
rible of any people that ever inhabited any part of God's earth. 
And yet, actuated by principles of true English liberty, they 
met all these hardships with pleasure, compared with those they 
suffered in their own country, from the hands of those that 
should have been their friends.'' 

The night after this Act passed, Dr. Franklin, who was then 
in London, wrote to Charles Thompson, afterwards Secretary 
of the Continental Congress : " The sun of liberty is set ; the 
Americans must light the lamps of industry and economy." To 
xwhich Mr. Thompson answered : " Be assured, tee shall light 
torches J quite of another sort^ Thus predicting the convulsions 
which were about to follow. 

On the arrival of the news of the Stamp Act, in America, a 
^neral indignation spread through the country, and resolutions 
vere passed against the Act, by most of the Colonial Assem- 
Uies. 

It will not be necessary, in a history like this, to go into a 
recapitulation of all the preliminary steps which occurred, before 
actual hostilities commenced ; but merely to show that a cause 
existed, of vital importance to the interest of the Colonies, why 
they should oppose British aggressions. They could not con- 
scientiously sxiceumb t/) the unjust laws, attempted to be exer- 
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cised over them by a foreign power, without fearlessly showing 
a spirit of resistance toward such high-handed measures. The 
spirit of liberty which burnt brightly on the altar of the heart, 
could not tamely brook such outrages, without showing that in- 
dependence of ^aracter which had invariably characterized 
their history. 

No people had greater cause to fear a rupture between the 
Colonies and Great Britain, than those of Newport. Her com- 
mercial prosperity was identified with her union with the mother 
country. Her exposed situation was fraught with imminent 
peril, and without the means of defence, she must be rendered 
desolate ; but no selfish consideration could for a moment deter 
her from embarking in the glorious struggle for liberty and in- 
dependence. They never flinched, as we shall have occasion to 
notice aa we proceed to show the events of the American Revo- 
lution. Some have been heard to slty, that the causes which 
brought about the struggle, were not of sufficient magnitude to 
have involved the nation in all the horrors of war. But such 
reasoning is highly preposterous and absurd. Had the Colonies 
tamely submitted to the first attempt of aggression, it would 
have been foUowed up, and like Eehoboam, they would have 
*^ put men to the yoke," and attempted to chastise us with 
"scorpions.*' Had no resistance been made. to British misrule, 
the condition of this Western Continent would have been equally 
as distressing as that of England, where the many would have 
been the slaves of the few ; and those who opposed the action 
of the Cc^onies, and cast in their influence on the side of tyranny, 
were unworthy of the name of freemen, and their names have 
been justly handed down as traitors to their country, and the 
stigma of reproach has rested upon them. 

Associations were formed, and resolutions were passed, into 
the spirit of which, the female sex entered with patriotic ardor, 
not to import or use goods imported from Great Britain, until 
this obnoxious and oppressive Act be repealed. So universal 
and determined were the Colonies in their opposition to this 
Act, that Pariiament had no alternative but to repeal it This, 
however, was followed by another infamous Act, which struck 
at the last hope of freedom, and assumed the right and power, 
''in all cases whatsoever, to bind the Colonies." Accordingly, 
a new tax was laid on glass, paper, tea, A^c, dbc This, in addi- 
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tioa with other acts equally arlntrary and oppreesive, kindled up 
tnew the spirit of opposition to the British ministry, wbioh had 
m some degree subsided on the repeal of the Stamp Act. 

On the meeting of Parliament in February, 1769, both Houses 
of that body, in an address to the King, recommended that ihe 
Boyal Oovemor of Massachusetts, be directed to notice all such 
as manifested a spirit of disloyalty to His Majesty's edicts, that 
tiiey faight be sent to England and tried as traitors. 

Bnch intolerance and oppression could not any longer be en- 
dured, it would have evinced a weak and pusilanimous spirit, 
imbecoming freemen, and they came forward in their majesty, 
and on the altar of liberty pledged their lives, their fortunes, 
and sacred honor, in defence of the Colonies. 

The first overt act in the great drama which separated the 
Colonies from Great Britain, and which finally resulted in the 
American Independence, although claimed by, and awarded to 
others, was made at Newport, in 1769, in the destruction of his 
Britannic Majesty's armed sloop, Liberty. And when it is con- 
ndered that the principle of liberty had been more generally 
diffused among the inhabitants of the Island, it should be no 
surprise that they were the^r;^ to strike the blow in the cause 
of freedom. And however unwilling other sections of the coun- 
try may be to award to them the praise, we shall claim it as an 
act of justice of which they are deserving. 

The sloop was fitted out by the King's officers at Boston, to 
enforce the revenue laws on the inhabitants of this Colony ; and 
Were directed to examine and detain all vessels suspected of 
evading or violating these laws. Two vessels, a sloop and a 
brig, belonging to Connecticut, had been seized and brought into 
Newport A few days subsequently, the captain of the brig 
went on board his vessel, when on inquiring for his wearing 
apparel, he was informed they had been removed on board of 
His Majesty's sloop Liberty. Missing also his sword, ho made 
inquiry for that, when he was told that a man belonging to the 
Liberty was lying on it in the cabin. As he descended the 
cabin, he was met with a volley of savage and cowardly 
oaths. He seized his sword, which the men of the Liberty en- 
deavored in vain to wrest from his hands, sprang into his boat 
with two of his men, and made for the shore ; on which the offi- 
cer of the Liberty ordered his men to fire on the captain of the 
brig, and a musket and brace of pistols were fired at the boat. 
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This uoprovbked attack upon the life of Captidn Packwood, 
SO enraged the populace of Newport, that the following evening 
a large number of citizens met Captain Reid, of the sloop 
Liberty, on the Long Wharf, and demanded that the man 
should be sent on shore, who fired on Captain Packwood Ac- 
cordingly, a man was sent for, but they asserted he was not the 
man, and another, and another, until all the men on board, ex- 
cept the mate, were on shore. A number then went on board 
the Liberty and cut away her cables, when she drifted oVer to 
a wharf on the Point, where she grounded. 

Here they cut away her mast, and threw overboard all her 
armament and stores of war, scuttled her, and l^fl her to the 
mercy of the elements. Her boats were dragged by the insulted 
and enthusiastic multitude, up the Long Wharf, thence up the 
Parade, through Broad-street, at the head of which, on the Com- 
mon, they were burned. 

Tradition says, that owing to the keel of the boats being shod 
with iron, such was the velocity of their locomotion, as they 
passed up the Parade, that a stream of fire was lefl in the rear 
of several feet in length. 

The fate of His Majesty's sloop Liberty, may be learned 
from the Newport Mercury ^ July 3l8t, of that year: 

" Last Saturday the sloop Liberty was floated by a high 
tide, and drifted over to Goat Island, and is grounded at the 
north end, near the place where the pirates were buried. What 
this prognosticates we leave to the determination of astrologers." 
August 7th, the same paper observes : 
" Last Monday evening, just afler the storm of rain, hail, and 
lightnings the sloop Liberty, which we mentioned in our last as 
having drifted to Goat Island, was discovered to be on fire, and 
continued burning several days, until almost entirely consumed.'* 
This was the first motion given to the Revolutionary ball, 
which continued to roll until independence was acquired by 
the Colonies. The Gasper was destroyed three years afler, and 
the people of Boston destroyed the cargo of tea, in 1773. These 
popular resistances to British oppression was taking the hull by 
the horns, and showed plainly what would be the final result in 
the great struggle. 

In consequence of the associations and resolutions of the Colo- 
mes to suspend the importation and use of tea> a vast quantity of 
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Deariy twenty million pounds, accumulated on tbe bands of the 
Saat India Ck>mpany, when Parliament granted them permis 
mm to export the same to any part of the world, free from duty. 
Oonfident that under these circumstances, they should find a 
ready market in America, they shipped large quantities to the 
Goloniee. But it was too late. The resolutions of the Ameri- 
cans were fixed, and the market for tea was closed. That des- 
tined for Boston was consigned to the friends and relatives of 
tbe Royal Governor ; but the populace was so enraged, that in- 
4ead of its being landed on the wharf, it was thrown into the 
sea as an oblation to *' the watery god." 

On the first intelligence of this in England, the Boston Port 
fiill was passed by the British Parliament, by which its com- 
inerce was entirely destroyed, and many of its inhabitants re- 
duced to the greatest distress. Expressions of sympathy, and 

of united resistance to these arbitrary and unjust 
of the British throne, were forwarded from every part 
the country, to the suffering inhabitants of Boston. 
Tbe people of Newport, in Town Meeting, Jan. 12, 1774, 
the following resolutions : 

WhereMy The East India Company, notwithstanding the 
of the Colonies not to import tea while it remains 
subject to a duty in America, have attempted to force large 
<}aantitiee ther^f, into some of our sister Colonies, without their 
•csonsent, in order to be sold in this country ; and Whereas, they 
attempt to introduce it into this Colony, we, the ihhabi- 
of Newport, legally convened in Town Meeting, do firmly 



" I. That the disposal of their own property is the inherent 
sight of freemen ; that there can be no property in that which 
smother can, of right, take from them without their consent ; 
^at the claim of Parliament to tax America, is a claim of right 
Xo levy contributions upon us at their pleasure. 

" 2. That the duty imposed by Parliament on tea, is taxing 
the Americans, or levying contributions on them, without their 
consent 

'< 3. That a virtuous and inflexible opposition to the minis- 
terial plan of governing America, is absolutely necessary, to 
preserve even the shadow of liberty, — and is a duty which every 



202 HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND. 

freeman in America owes to his country, to himaelf, and to his 
posterity. 

" 4. That the resolution lately entered into by the East-India 
Company, to send out their tea to America, subject to the pay- 
ment of a duty on being landed here, is an open attempt to 
force the ministerial plan, and a violent attack upon the liberties 
of the Americans. 

" 5. That it is the duty of every American to oppose this 
attempt That whoever shall, directly or indirectly, counte- 
nance ihw attempt, or in any wise aid or abet in unloading, 
receiving, or vending the tea sent out by the East-India Com- 
pany, or by any other person, while it remains subject to the 
payment of a duty in America, is an enemy to his country.'' 

At a subsequent Town Meeting, they passed the following 
expression of sympathy, for the suffering inhabitants of Boston : 

'* Kesolved, — That we have the deepest sense of the injuries 
done the town of Boston, by the Act of Parliament lately 
passed, for putting an end to their trade, and destroying their 
port : And that we consider this attack upon them, as utterly 
subversive of American liberty ; for the same power may, at 
pleasure, destroy the trade, and shut up the ports of every other 
Colony, so that there will be a total end of all prosperity. 

" Resolved, — That wo will heartily unite with the other 
Colonies, in all reasonable and proper measures to procure the 
establishment of the rights of the Colonies ; and particularly in 
case the other Colonies shall, upon this most alarming occa- 
sion, put a stop to their trade with Great Britain and the West 
Indies, we will heartily join vnth them in the measure." 

An exciting and animated paper was circulated in Newport, 
with this motto, *' Join or Die." The state of Boston was 
represented as a regular siege, and this was a direct and hostile 
invasion of all the Colonies. <* The Generals of despotism," it 
says, " are now drawing the lines of circumvallation around 
our bulwarks of liberty, and nothing but unity, resolution, and 
perseverance, can save ourselves and posterity, from what is 
worse than death, slavery." 

In 1769, the manifestation of liberty in Newport, exceeded 
that of many places, which laid claim to great patriotism. 
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TSie eountiy were resolved, with the Virgioia orator, on 
** liberty or death." The boldness of Patrick Henry, and the 
gBSflit infltteooe which he exerted, caused him to be presented 
to ibe British Oovemment in a bill of attainder. His name, 
with that of Thomas Jefferson, Pe3rton Kandolph, John Adams, 
Banuiel Adams, John Hancock, and several others, were on 
the black list, and had the Colonies not succeeded, they would 
widoubtedly have been hung on the gibbet, as the most promi- 
neot rebels. 

At this day we find a class of apologists for Great Britain, 
wha contend, that her feelings towards America is purely 
pacific, and disposed to rejoice at our prosperity. Such fsila- 
ckHiB reasoning will never be countenanced by the patriot who 
has learnt experience by the past The mind has evidently 
deteriorated under the light and culture of science ; it has lost 
its elasticity and force, by being cradled in the lap of ease, 
secure from the rude storms which spent its fury against the 
vefterans of the Bevolution, whose towering heads received the 
shock undismayed. They were men of iron frame, and giant 
inteUeot, and not to be diverted from their purpose by threats 
or flattery. 

The harbor of Newport was occupied by his Majesty's ships, 
for several years previous to actual hostilities, for the purpose 
of enfiixrcing the revenue laws, and sustaining the authority of 
the King over his rebellious subjects. But afler the destruc- 
tion of the slopp Liberty, in the harbor of Newport, and as the 
the hostility of the Colonies to the acts of the British ministry, 
l>egan manfully to develope itself, their number was increased 
until a whole squadron of ships of war, under the command of 
Admiral Wallace, were stationed in the bay, to watch over his 
Majesty's subjects in Rhode Island. This Admiral, (Wallace,) 
yrm a most miserable poltroon, and incurred the hatred of the 
peo{de of the island, for his mean and despicable acts. 

On the 19th of April, 1775, the dark elements of strife, which 
had been so long gathering, portentous of the storm of blood 
and carnage, burst upon the Colonies in the battle of Lexing- 
ton, where eight Americans were shot by the wanton cruelty 
of the British commander. Major Pitcairn, without the least 
provocation. This fired the Americans with indignation, and 
the battle of Bunker Hill, and the surrender of Ticonderoga to 
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the American arms, under the command of Gol. Ethan Allen, 
followed each other in quick succession. 

Ticonderoga, on Lake Champlain, was the key to the northern 
entrance into Canada, and was under the command of La Place, 
an old friend of Allen's. Colonel Ethan Allen, with only 
eighty-three men, approached the fortress in the grey of the 
morning, being conducted by a boy whom he met in the neigh- 
borhood, to the door of La Place's bed-chamber, who, at Uie 
moment, appeared half-dressed, and demanded the cause of the 
tumult The rough and well-known voice of C9I. Allen bade 
him surrender the fort. " By what authority do you make 
the demand ?" asked La Place. " By the Great Jehovah, and 
the Continental Congress," thundered Allen. The commander 
found it useless to parley, and at once surrendered. 

They secured one hundred and twenty brass cannon, twenty- 
four pounders, several howitzers, balls, bombs, and ammunition. 
A party was immediately sent to sieze Crown-Point, which was 
easily effected, and more than a hundred pieces of artillery 
were secured. 

Such were the master spirits which achieved our glorious 
Independence. 

** Long yean have paa^d awaj, and all difmaotlad and alone, 
Tboa itandeit there, \hj blaeken'd waUi with weedi and gnm e'e igww r a | 
Amid thy trenched bound, whieh onoe the olang of war ooald wake, 
la heard no wnnd, laire iueeti* hum, or bogle'i from the lake," 



A REGIMENT RAISED. 

In May, of this year, a regiment was raised in the county of 
Newport, commanded by Col. Church, of Little Comptcm. 
Newport raised three companies of sixty men each, commanded 
by John Topham, William Tew, and Ebenezer Flagg. One 
company was raised in Portsmouth, commanded by Jonathan 
Browning. This regiment marched to Boston, and joined the 
American army at that place, during this and the following 
month, when this island was guarded by the militia and minute- 
men. 
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Sept — ^Admiral Wallace, who commanded the Bntish fleet 
in the harbor at this time, exciting the suspicions of the inhabi- 
t;aDt8, that he intended to remove from the south part of the 
Xsland (called the Neck) a quantity of stock, several persons 
daring the night went down, and brought off about fifty head 
<xf cattle, and one thousand sheep. A few days after this, Wal- 
lace removed some stock from the two lower farms on the 
3daiid, where it was supposed they had been collected for sup- 
plying his Majesty's troops at Boston. But the arrival of three 
hundred minute-men, who marched to the place and drove' off 
the remaining cattle, prevented any more from being removed 
by the enemy. But this so enraged the British lion, that he 
threatened destruction to everything around him, both by sea 
and land. He laid the town under contribution to supply the 
fleet with provisions, and urged his rigorous demands by cut- 
ting off all supplies of fuel and provisions from the main, and 
by continued threats of cannonading the town. The menacing 
attitude of Wallace against the place, threw the inhabitants 
into the greatest agitation and distress, and about one-half of 
the inhabitants left the town, and many the Island. It is stated 
that " Wallace would place lanterns in the shrouds of the ship- 
ping, as the signal for firing on the town," which so alarmed and 
terrified the female portion of the inhabitants, that many died 
through fright. It cannot well be conceived, at this late period, 
the Bufferings which were endured by the inhabitants of New- 
port. And it has been said that many who sought shelter on 
the main did not improve their condition, owing to the want of 
the friend in the pocket. Nearly all the principal nfcrchants left, 
^th their families and effects. 

A treaty was finally concluded between Wallace and the 
town of Newport, by consent of the State government, and 
concurrence of the Continental Congress, then in session ; who 
unanimously recommended that, in the present exigency, New- 
port should supply the fleet with beer and fresh provisions, as 
usual, and also the removal of the troops from the town. Such 
being the condition of the treaty, Wallace agreed to remove his 
restrictions. 

Many were of the opinion that Wallace dared not burn the 
town, and that his only object was to awe the inhabitants into 
a compliance with his demands. But there was no other alter- 
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native in the tben present position of affairs, but to aoqniesce in 
his requirements. On the 7th of October, be sailed up the 
river to Bristol, where he demanded three hundred sheep in 
sacrifice to his sacred Majesty, King George m. But the in* 
habitants of that town, not being satisfied of the divine right 
of his Majesty to make the demand, refused the sacrifice. 
That evening, about eight o'clock, Wallace commenced a heavy 
cannonading of the town, and Governor Bradford's house, with 
seventeen others, was burnt ; also the Episcopal church, and 
Congregational meetinghouse. The inhabitants were plan* 
dered of everything valuable they could lay their hands oil 
'' The females, even, had their clothes taken, all that were deem* 
ed of sufficient value to carry away, and thm rings forced frcm. 
their fingers." 

Nothing could surpass the consternation of Bristol, when 
surprised by the entrance of the British. Whether they did 
not expect their return at all, or whether they expected them to 
reftmbark at Papoose Squaw Neck, is not known ; but thej 
seemed to be taken by surprise, and women and children were 
flying in every direction. From Bristol, they proceeded to 
Warren, burning a windmill on their way, and plundering and 
destroying at every step. 

WaUace captured all American vessels that came into port, 
and sent them to Boston with their crews, and many of them 
never returned. About the last of November he sailed oat of 
the harbor, passed over to Oonnanicut, landing about tWo hnn* 
dred marines, and burnt all the buildings at and in the neighbor- 
hood of the terry. This wanton outrage in the destruction of 
property, was aggravated by the death of one of the inhabi- 
tants, a Mr. Martin, grandfather of T. Prescott Hall, Esq., the 
owner of the Malbom garden seat, who was shot while stand* 
ing at his own door. He was a loyaliU^ and it was suppoeed to 
have been done through mistake. 

It is a well known fhct in the history of those times, thai lit- 
tie was effected by the blockading squadron of WaUaoe, ej^oept 
keeping the inhabitants in constant alarm, by threats and petty 
depredations on the adjacent islands and neighborhoods. He 
effected the landing of three hondred troops en Prudence 
Island, and laid in ruins every bulMiiigK with their conteDia 
One of the inhabitants of the island* was shot by a British sol* 
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^er, in attemptii^ to escape. Mr. Pierce, the father of the late 
Hon. Dexter T. Fierce, received a letter from Governor Wan- 
ton, of NewpcHTt, whose tenant he was, informing him the fleet 
would appear off Prudence next day, and that he would be 
aUe to dispose of his stock at good prices. But he, being a 
patriot of the first water, was determined not to gratify Wan- 
ton, or the British for whom he appeared so deeply interested. 
As the wind did not favor the ships, he was able to get off his 
stock and provisions before they took possession of the Island 
A glanoe at the Wanton family may be interesting to the 
reader. 

^" Edward Wanton emigrated from London to Boston, before 
1658. He assisted in the execution of the Quakers in 1659. 
Convinced of the injustice of their persecution, and won by t^e 
fbrtitude and resignation with which they suffered, he became 
a convert to them. He removed to Scituate, Mass., in 1661, 
-vvhere he had previously purchased an estate. He became a 
Quaker preacher, and was a popular propagator of their doo- 
trines. He died at Scituate, aged 85. 

His eldest son, Joseph, settled at Tiverton, B. I., in 1688, 
^d both he and his wife were' speakers in the Society of 
friends. William Wanton (son of Edward) left Scituate and 
vettled in Nevtrport. . Before his removal, he married Ruth, the 
daughter of Deacon Bryant ; she was a Congregationalist, and 
lie a Quaker. Beligious objections were made against the 
match on both sides. He said : < Friend Buth, let us break 
fit)m this unreasonable bondage — I will give up my religion, 
and thou shalt thiney and we will go over to the Church of Eng- 
land, and go to the Devil together,^ Tbey fulfilled this resolu- 
tion so far as to go to the Church of England, and marrying, 
and adhering to the Church of England during life. He sus- 
tuned many offices. In- 1732, he was elected, Governor of the 
State, and was reelected in 1733. He died in December of 
that year. John Wanton, brother of William, from success in 
trade, had become one of the most wealthy citizens of New- 
port He adhered to the faith of the Quakers. To heal party 
divisions, which ran high at this period, he was induced to per- 
mit himself to be voted for, and was elected Governor in 1734, 
and was successively reelected for six years. He died in office, 
July 5th, 1740. Gideon Wanton, son of Philip, and nephew 



208 niSTORT OF EBODE ISLAND. 

of William and John, was an enterprising merchant of New- 
port, and in addition to other offices, was elected Governor of 
Rhode Islaftd in 1745, and 1747. He died in September, 1767, 
aged 74. 

Joseph Wanton was the son of William, who died governor 
in 1733, and grandson of the first Edward. He was an opu- 
lent merchant in Newport, and connected by blood and affinity 
with the wealthiest and most popular families in the Colony. In 
1764 and 1767, he was elected Lieutenant-Governor through the 
Hopkins' influence. In 1769 he succeeded Governor Lyndon 
as Governor of the Colony, and was annually reelected, until 
the political troubles of 1775, when the office was declared va- 
cant" — Updike, 

American blood had been shed at Lexington, and the Colony 
of Bhode Island was aroused. The Legislature then in ses- 
sion, April 1775, passed a resolution to raise and embody 1,500 
men, to repel any insult or violence that may be offered to the 
inhabitants. &c. Governor Wanton sent in his protest against 
the measures of that body, which, in the present excited state 
of the public mind, rendered his conduct highly obnoxious to 
the people. The General Assembly declared the seat vacant| 
and Nicholas Cook, then Lieutenant-Governor, was elected to 
All his place. 

Extract of a letter addressed to the northern part of the Co- 
lony, by Stephen Hopkins, in 1764, in justification of the 
character of Mr. Wanton, who was Deputy- Governor under 
him: 

'^ I hear it said he is but a boy, is a proud, foppish fellow, 
wears ruffles and laced clothes, and will not take any notice of 
or speak to a poor man. As to the first, he is about thirty-four 
years old. He has been genteelly bred; and received a liberal 
education, which was matured and polished, a sound under- 
standing and enterprising genius. His haughty carriage and 
despising of the poor, is nothing more than an unworthy cal« 
umny *of his enemies ; and this I can safely affirm, that in G^en- 
eral Assembly, where I have been chiefly acquainted with him, 
he remarkably and invariably appeared to be the poor man's 
friend, as all can testify who have served there with him. Per- 
haps many of you are desirous that the northern part of the 
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Oolony should have its equal share in the administration of gov- 
enunent. If this be the case, you may be fully assured that no- 
thing can tend so directly to weaken and destroy that intention, 
as the placing both Governor and Deputy Governor in one town 
in the northern part of the Colony. 

Stephen HopKiNa. 
Providence, April 16th, 1764." 

The family of Wantons, from having occupied a high position 
in the Colony, by their subsequent conduct, in opposing all 
measures of resistance against the invaders of their country, 
and also in favoring the British interest at the expense of the 
rights and liberties of the Colonies, died a political death. Gov- 
ernor Wanton is said to have been a man ^^ of amiable disposi- 
tion, elegant manners, handsome person, and splendid appear- 
ance. He dressed in the finest style of the times, with a large 
"^ivhite wig, with three curls, one falling down his back, and one 
forward of each shoulder." His likeness is placed in the Bed- 
"vood Library. He died at Newport, July 19, 1780, aged 75 
j^ears, and was interred in the family vault in the Clifton burial 
place. The name has become extinct in Newport His former 
residence in Thames-street, is now owned by the heirs of the 
late Captain Kobert Lawton. 

" We hear from Newport that Joseph Wanton, Esq., finding 
the British were about to evacuate that place, loaded a vessel 
with his efiects, in order to take his departure with them, but 
the master being on shore, and the mate having a fair gale for 
putting ofif, slipped out of the harbor, and instead of taking the 
desired course, carried the vessel and efiects to Providence, 
where they were cheerfully received." 

It would have been far more gratifying could we have en- 
rolled his name as a patriot in the war of the Bevolution, instead 
of favoring the enemies of his country. 

About this period a regiment was raised for this station, 
commanded by Col. Babcock. General Lee was also sent from 
Boston, to our assistance, by General Washington, with several 
companies of riflemen. He arrested all the Tories he could 
find, imposed upon them the most severe restrictions, and soon 
after returned to Boston. 
In tho rjituinn of this year, a large number of the Bhode 
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Island troops stationed at Boston, embarked in Hontgomery's 
expedition against Quebec, under command of General Arnold. 
No expedition during the war, was attended with greater diffi- 
culties, or displayed a more unconquerable spirit of persever- 
ance, than this. Their march through a trackless, unexplored 
wilderness, for more than three hundred miles, rendered their 
progress slow and difficult. To support life, they were compel- 
led to eat their dogs, shoes, &/C., and when at one hundred miles 
from a human habitation, they divided their last morsel of bread. 
And yet such was their unconquerable spirit of patriotism, that 
their fortitude remained unshaken. On the 1st of December, a 
siege was commenced upon Quebec, by the united forces of Arnold 
and Montgomery, l^e attempt proved unsuccessful, and fatal 
to the brave Montgomery, who fell at the onset, with two distin- 
guished officers at his side. 

Oeneral Arnold was wounded in the action, and carried from 
the field, when the command devolved on, and the fort was 
taken by Col. Morgan, a gallant and intrepid officer. 

Oeneral Arnold remained encamped during the winter, a few 
miles from Quebec, but the following spring, not being rein- 
forced, and his own forces being insufficient to attempt the re- 
duction of the place, he retired, and by the middle of June, the 
Americans had wholly evacuated Canada. We could almost 
have wished the wound of Arnold had proved mortal, and be 
not have been left to disgrace his country, and involve a valu- 
able officer in obloquy and ruin. 

The fate of Major Andre, who ^as a most highly accomplished 
and meritorious officer, has continued to be a subject of univer- 
sal regret ; and could Washington, consistently with the usages 
of war, have pardoned the unfortunate man, it would most cheer- 
fully have been done. But i he decision of the Court Martial, 
of which Oen. Oreene was President, adjudged him worthy of 
deathy and it was not within the province of the Commander-in- 
Chief to reverse that decision, without subjecting himself to 
censure and reproach. 

Major Andre, it is said, was strongly attached to a lady in 
England, and while in prison^ penned the following striking and 
significant lines : 



/ 
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** B«tiini, ennptnred honn, 

When P«lia'i heart nru mine, 
WhM the with wreaths of flowen 
M7 templef did entwine. 

Vo jealousy or oare 

Corroded o'er my breast; 
ITo Tistons, light as air, 

Predded o'er my ivat 

Sinee Vm removed from state. 

And bid sdiea to time, 
At my unhappy fate 

Let Delia not repine. 

Oh, may the mighty Jore ' 

Crown her with happinem ; 
Orant ! grant ! ye powers above. 

To take her home to rest" 

WaBaoe xnaintaiDed the possession of tbe harbor until the 
spring of 1776. 

A newspaper called ^ T7i€ Newport Gazette^^'* was established 
xinder the patronage of the British authorities at Newport It 
published by John Howe, in 1777. 

On the 6th of April, troops having arrived from Providence 

our assistance, with two row galleys of two eighteen pound- 
m each, and while the fleet lay at anchor about a mQe from 
Newport, Ool. Babcock directed that two eighteen pounders 
*be placed on an eminence near the shore, in open view of the 
-enemy, and without any works 1o protect them. Here the in- 
trepid CJoL Elliot, together with the galleys, under command of 
Commodore Grimes, soon rendered the situation of the cow- 
ardly Wallace extremely uncomfortable, and he abandoned the 
harbor with the whole f»quadron. The Glasgow, of twenty guns, 
commanded by Captain Snow^ returned to Newport, and came 
to anchor near Fort Island, having fallen in with, and received 
a severe chustnsement from, Admiral Hopkins, off Block Island. 
The same evening. Col. Richmond ordered severid pieces of 
heavy artillery to be brought and placed on Brenton^s Point, 
where a slight breastwork was thrown up during the nighU 
The following morning he opened so vigorous and well directed 
a fire upon her and the transport ship Snow, that they hastily 
cut their cables and went out to sea. A few days subsequently 
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the British ship of war Scarborough, of twenty guns, and two 
hundred and twenty-five men, with the Cimetar, of eighteen 
guns and one hundred and forty men, having with them two 
prize ships, put into Newport harbor, and came to anchor a 
little to the south of Eose Island. A resohition was at once 
formied to attempt the rescue of the prizes. The plan adopted 
was for Captain Hyers, of the Washington galley, to attack and 
bold the Scarborough at bay, while Captain Grimes, of the 
Spitfire galley, was to board and bring off the prizes. CoL 
Babcock had also made preparations, in case either of the ship» 
should approach sufficiently near the North Battery at Bren- 
ton's Point, to give them at these places a warm reception. 
About 1 1 o'clock at night, Capt Grin>es came along-side, and 
boarded and took the prize brig from under the stem of the 
man-of-war. The Scarborough immediately prepared to give 
chase, but was so annoyed and embarrassed in her course by 
€aptain Hyers, that the brig wa» brought safely to harbor, and 
the Scarborough brought within reach of the North Battery, 
when Col. Babcock poured upon her such an incessant shower 
of balls, together with the well-directed and galling fire of the 
Washington galley, as entirely to arrest her progress and pre- 
vent further pursuit. At that moment the prize sloop was sail- 
ing with the intention of getting under the protecting wing of 
the Scarborough, but was disappointed by the intrepidity of^4 
Capt. Grimes, who cut her off, boarded, and sent her to Pro- 
vidence. 

The British ships having both received a severe chastisement, 
the Scarborough from the North Battery, and the Washington 
galley, and the Cimetar from the battery at Brenton^s Point 
and the Spitfire galley, Capt. Grimes, came to anchor between 
Connanicut and Bose Island. But this position was as unpropi- 
tious as the former, for a battery was opened and the storm of 
death soon came down upon them from the shores of Connaoi- 
cut, so that finding no safety in the harbor, and danger threat, 
oning them whichever way they flew, they deemed it the better part 
of valor to abandoa their position, by a hasty and ingloridua re- 
treat. Bnt in leading the harbor they had another fiery ordeal 
to pass, both at Brenton's Point and Castle Hill, where they re- 
ceived a severe and rigorous cannonade from the American bat- 
teries at these places. The ships returned the fire with great 
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mge, and departed in mortification and disgraoe. During these 
eight or ten days of almost incessant and successful struggles, 
tiie Americans had only one man slightly wounded. 

DuriDg this season a number of prirateers were fitted out at 
ifowport and Providence, which captured from fifty to one 
lundred valuable prizes, which were «ent to Providence, New- 
.^ndon, &C. 

Sarly in the fall, intelligence was received that a large Bri- 
iah ileet and army were soon expected to arrive, to take pos- 
BOflion of the Island. All the cattie the American commander 
ould collect^ probably one-half on the Island, were driven to 
[oinrland^s Ferry, and swam over the river, to . prevent their 
lUing into the hands of the enemy. 

In December the British fleet and army arrived, under' the 
ommand of Sir Peter Parker. The American force being alto- 
ether insufficient to make any effectual resistance, retreated 
x>in the Island, and nnmy of the inhabitants left at the same 



The consternation is said to have beeu dreadful. Many of 
le inhabitants could not procure vehicles, as everything of the 
ind was in requisition, and they were obliged to travel on foot 
> Howland^s Ferry, and on arriving there, were compelled to 
rait before they could be ferried over, as the crowd assembled 
80 numerous. The fleet ran up the west side of Connanicut, 
•over from the north point of that Island, and landed 
Mr troops in Middletown, about four and a half miles ft'om 
fe^^port. 

The British army consisted of about eight or ten thousand 
leBy English and Hessians, of each about an oqual number, 
ommandedby General Clinton and Lord Percgr. They marched 
p and encamped on Gould's and Weaver's HtH, exc^t a few 
rho landed at Coddington^s Cove, and marched into Newport 
"he Hessians who accompanied the British, were hired for a 
Biail sum, and wg|*e made to believe that the people they were 
beat to subdue were weak and inefficient. And so «anguine 
rere they of success, that it is said many had prepared them- 
elves witii milking pails and other apparatus to cultivate the 
and. 

When the fleet arrived here,dthere were two new Bhode 
Uand fingotee, cdled the Wairea, and the Providence, lying 
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in the harbor of Newport, with eight or ten privateers,, which 
all got under weigh, and ran up the river. Both frigates and 
privateers, however, during the winter, taking advantage of the 
north-east wind, made their escape and went to sea, notwith- 
standing the utmost vigilance and care with which each passage 
was guarded by the British fleet ^ demonstrating the import- 
ance of the bay, and proving the impossibility of its being 
blockaded. 

In 1778, in the month of November, there was collected in 
the harbor of Newport, twelve British ships of the line, and 
two frigates. 

As soon as the army landed, they commenced plundering the 
inhabitants ; sheep, fowls, stacks of hay, and every thing eke 
they could lay their hands on, went off as by magic, the first 
night. This was their intention at the outset, and as they 
could not unjustly tax the Colonies, and rob them of th^ 
earnings with impunity, they had recourse to powder and ball, 
in order more effectually to carry out their diabolical plans, and 
compel them to yield obedience to their arbitrary mandates. 

After having remained in camp for one week, the barrack 
dfficer went through the neighborhood, surveying every house, 
and unceremoniously quartering in each, from ten to forty, and 
even forty-five men, according to the size and convenience of 
the house. They remained quartered on the inhabitants until 
the foUowing May, when they again returned to camp. The 
female portion of the inhabitants of the town, who were accus- 
tomed to the needle, made clothing for the soldiers, and in this 
way obtained a living, while the place was a British garrison. 
It has been said, that the pec^le who remained at Newport, 
ftred much better than many who lefl, and went on the main. 
It was undoubtedly a time of trial, and no place suffered more 
severely than did Newport 

About this time, several thousands of the British troops left 
Bhode Island for New- York, under the command of (General 
Clinton, and Lord Percy. The command tneu devolved upon 
Qeneral Prescott This officer was a haughty, tyrannical, and 
despicable character; and actuated by principles and habits 
purely aristocratical, founded on his position as commander, he 
was poorly qualified to gaii^ the friendship and esteem of Us 
enemies, or strengthen the confidence of bis friends. 

I 

/ 
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ESb constaDt habit while walking the streets, if he saw any 
of the inhabitants conversing together, was to shake his cane at 
ibemf and say, '^ Disperse, ye rebels." During one of his 
perambulations about the streets, he chanced to meet with one 
Kfiaha Anthony, a member of the Society of Friends, and one 
•BkiDg Friend Anthony, in passing, ** why he did not take his 
bat off ?" Anthony said, *' It was against his4)rinciples to shew 
tboee signs of respect to man." Prescott hearing the observa- 
tioii, ordered his servant to knock off his hat, which he did ; 
and they passed on, leaving the Friend, who very coolly picked 
ap his broad-brim, and passed on. 

This Mr. Anthony's residence was on the comer of King and 
Thames-street, formerly the old Crown Coffee-house. He 
pOflBessed a span of the finest horses on the island, and he at- 
tended and caressed them with almost as much tenderness as 
be would have bestowed upon human beings, and the very next 
day after the hat transaction, Prescott sent for these horses, 
taying be wanted them to carry an express to Boston. 

What he did with one of them is not known ; but Mr. An- 
thony, having occasion to go out on the island next day, found 
3iie of them rode to death, on the road side. T\\e poor horse 
iras dying, and as his master came up to him, he recognized 
liin, and lifting his head from the ground, gave him such a 
Jitiful and reproachful look as penetrated his heart. He said 
ie oould never get over the feeling it gave him. Warned by 
ibis instance of malice, Mr. Anthony secreted his cow, and 
>iher domestic animals, in his kitchen. 

No wonder Prescott was sent back to Newport, after his 
XKobange. He was a worthy minion of arbitrary power, though 
t he bad had the feelings of a man, he would rather have been 
tiaoged than have appeared there again. 

July 10, 1777, Colonel Barton, of Providence, conceived and 
axecuted one of the most bold and hazardous enterprises 
recorded in the history of the Eevolution. General Prebcott 
WUB quartered ^ this time about five miles from Newport, on 
the west road, leading to the ferry, at the seat of Mr. Overing. 
Barton's design was to pass over to Bhode Island from the 
main, seize Prescott at his quarters, and carry him to the 
American camp. 

Thb enterprise, though hazardous in the extreme, was plan 



216 HISTORY OF ERODE ISLAND. 

ned with cool deliberation and coDSommate prudence. Having 
chosen several officers in T^hom he could repose unlimited con- 
fidence, he selected about forty men, whom he knew well under- 
stood rowing, and on whose tried valor he could rely in the most 
perilous exigency. 

David P. Hall, Esq , of New-York, stated, " that Quako 
Honyman, formerly a servant of the Rev. James Honyman, who 
was at this lime a waiter of General Prescott, communicated 
to Col. Barton his exact position, and accompanied him on the 
enterprise.'' * 

At this lime there were three British frigates, the Lark, the 
Diamond, and the Juno, lying with their guard-boats out, on 
the east side of Prudence. On the 10th of the month, at about 
nine o'clock in the evening, the Colonel, with his company, 
embarked on board their boats, from Warwick Neck, and with 
muffled oars passed over to Rhode Island, between Prudence 
and Patience. As they passed the south end of Prudence, 
they heard from the guard-boats of the enemy, the sentinePs 
cry, " All's well." As they landed. Barton divided his men 
into several divisions, assigning to each their station, when they 
advanced toward the house, preserving the strictest order, and 
the most profound silence. They passed the British guard- 
house from eighty to one hundred rods on the left, and a 
company of light horse at about an equal distance on the right, 
and a little lefl of that was the Bedwood seat, where Oeneral 
Smith, second in command, was stationed. (The house ia now 
the property of Elbert J. Anderson, Esq., of New- York, who 
married a descendant of Mr. Bedwood.) 

One of the divisions was directed by a circuitous courae to 
advance upon the house in the rear, and secure the doors, 
while Barton, with the other division, was to advance up in 
front of the house, through the gate. As they approached the 
gate, the sentinel, who stood a few yards from them, cried out, 
" Who comes there ?" Not readily receiving an answer, he 
hailed the second time, and demanded the countersign, when 
Barton sternly replied, ** We have no countersign to give ; have 
you seen any deserters to-night ?" This had the intended 
effect They continued to advance upon him. Barton still 
demanding with greater vehemence, " Have you seen any de- 
serters ?" so that he never suspected them as foes, until his 
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miiBket waB seized, and he was told that if he made the least 
iM)ia6y he was a dead man. 

The other division had already taken possession of, and 

Becared the doors, so that egress from it by its inmates was 

impossible. General Prescott was not alarmed, till his captors 

were at the door of his bed-chamber, which was fast closed. 

The negro before mentioned, Quako Honyman, instantly thrust 

iaa beetle-head through the panel-door and secured his victim. 

In the mean time, Major Barrington, aid-de-camp to General 

Prescott, finding the hous6 attacked, leaped out of a window, 

intending to seek security in flight ; but when he reached the 

ground, was secured a prisoner. 

Colonel Barton, placing his hand on Prescott^s shoulder, 
bold him he was his prisoner, and that silence was his only 
lafety. General Prescott requested permission to dress, bat 
told by Barton that their business required haste, and that 
could only have time to wrap bis cloak around him. 
For security, and in order that the General might keep time 
mth the light hearts and quick step of the Coloners party, he 
compelled to walk between two officers, one arm resting 
the shoulder of each, while Major Barrington and the sen- 
nnel, were stationed in the centre of the party. 

They passed through a barley -field, a few rods north of where 
Mr. Peleg CoggeshalPs bam now stands, and but a short dis- 
Lance from the guard-bouse. When they arrived at the boats, 
O-eneral Prescott was permitted to dress ; when he was seated 
In the boat commanded by Col. Barton, Gen. Prescott implicitly 
obeyed the injunction of silence, until they had passed for 
Bome distance the British ships. As they landed at Warwick 
37eck, he turned to Colonel Barton, and said, " Sir, you have 
viade a bold push to-night." 3arton replied, " We have been 
Jbrtunate." Colonel Elliot was found waiting there, with a 
coach, to receive and convey him to Providence, where himself, 
^with Col. Barton and prisoner, arrived early in the morning. 

Prescott was subsequently taken to Pomfret, in Connecticut, 
'where he remained a short time. It is said that the landlord 
of the house where he stopped, brought him a dish of beans 
and com, at which he was so highly exasperated, that he threw 
them into the face of the landlord, who very deliberately wiped 
his face with his shirt sleeve, and lefl the room. He, however, 



218 HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND. 

soon retorned, with a cow-hide, and the manner in which he 
applied it to his back, was a striking caution. , 

Quako, the black, who piloted the enterprise, and who was 
rewarded for his services, lived for many years in Pomfret 
Connecticut ; he afterwards removed to Munson, Massachusetts, 
where he died. It is stated that the British were so incensed 
against him, that if they could have caught him, he would 
have been hung, drawn, and quartered. 

General Prescott was afterwards exchanged for General 
Lee, who had fallen into the hands of the enemy, and, at the 
clo8e\)f the same year, or the beginning of the next, he again 
took command of the British forces on Rhode Island, where he 
remained until its final evacuation. 

The imprisonment of Colonel Barton, for the term of four- 
teen years, in Vermont, was a blot on the national escutcheon. 
A man who had rendered such essential service to his country 
should have received the aid of the nation. But not until 
General La Fayette cam6 to this country on a visit, was his 
liberation effected. He, like a noble patriot, enquired after bis 
old friend and companion in arms, and on being informed of his 
imprisonment, went out of his way to meet him, (and it was 
a joyful meeting,) the prison doors were opened instanter, and 
the captive set fit liberty. 

On the 27th, Congress voted Colonel Barton an elegant 
flword, in acknowledgment of his capture of General Prescott, 
and sent him a vote of thanks, for that important service. 
Important it was on many accounts. It had a tendency to 
excite in a high degree the enthusiasm of the people, to con- 
vince them that their foes in this quarter were not invincible, 
and to humble the Arrogance of the enemy. 

Colonel Barton was quite an amusing man, and whether the 
countenance is the true index of the heart or not, he had the 
happy faculty of always appearing pleasant It was a familiar 
saying of his — 

" To dio and be forgot, is tho lot of all manldDd, 
. Bat to be forgot before you are dead is hard." 

He would then break forth from his reverie, and sing most 
amusingly these words, — 

** Bat while we're here, with fHeods so dear, 
Let's drire doll care awaj." 
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Id September, 1777, a secret expedition agaiDst Ehode 

Island was concerted by General Spencer, the commander-in- 

ehief of the American forces in Bhode Island. The Americans 

were stationed at Tiverton, near \vhere the stone bridge now 

ffi. !E(y some means, however, the British commander was 

ajpprised of Spencer's intention, and made preparations for 

kiB reception. He directed several dams to be thrown across 

the brook, running from the north, through the land of the late 

"William Bailey, southward to Easton's Pond, which raised the 

-water to the depth of three or four feet, all through that valley.. 

Xt is said, the British intended to permit them to land, and 

xnarch up without opposition, then destroy their boats, and cut 

€3ff their retreat. 

The expedition was, however, abandoned, even after the 

'troops h^d embarked on bolird their boats. The certain cause 

«f its failure is yet unknown. It has been suggested, that it 

-iTvas designed as a feint, to divert the attention of the enemy, 

and thereby succeed in dislodging them from other and more 

important points. 

General. Burgoyne's surrender immediately followed this 
^vent, and but little regard was paid to the course of policy 
adopted by Qeneral Spencer, while in command of the troops 
on the Island. * 

General Spencer, on leaving his quarters one morning, found 
the following doggerel verse, written in large letters, placed in 
full view of the public : 

" Israel wanted bread, 
The Lord sent them manna ; 
Rhode Island wants a head, 
And Congress sends — a granny !" 

Afler this, thb Major-General was called by the sobriquet 
of " Granny Spencer," as long as he remained in Bhode 
Island. 

On October 17, 1777, a flag arrived at Newport from Provi- 
dence, bearing intelligence of the surrender of General Burgoyne 
and army to the American forces. A knowledge of this event had 
reached the Island, and was known by certain individuals two 
day» previous to its public announcement by the arrival of the 
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flag. During the whole time the British had possession of the 
island, a correspondence was maintained between certain indi- 
viduals of the island and the main, at Little Gompton, so that 
the American oflScers were constantly apprized of the general 
movements of the enemy, while in possession of^ Rhode Island. 

The correspondence was maintained by signals given on the 
Island, indicating a clear coast, and that a messenger could pass 
over in safety, after dark. The first signal was the leaving 
down of a certain pair of bars, which, with the spy-glass, could 
be distinctly seen from the main. Afterward, for fear of excit- 
ing the suspicion of the enemy, the signal was changed — when 
an open window of Mr. Peleg Peekham's bam answered the 
same purpose. 

A small vault in the ground, near the shore, and at no great 
distance from Mr. Peckham's, covered with a flat stone, served 
as a depository of communication. There, letters and papers 
^ere regularly deposited and rennived, by the respective indi- 
viduals engaged in the correspondence. It was through this 
medium of conununication that the intelligence of Burgoyne's 
surrender first reached the Island. It is said that the papers 
bringing this intelligence, and which were found safely deposit- 
ed in the vault, are still preserved in the family of a Mr. Barker, 
on the Island. This noted spot is in Middletown, on the east 
side of the Island, in sight of Little Compton. 

That part of the British army now in possession of the Island, 
consisted of the 22d regiment, commanded by Colonel Camp- 
bell ; the 43d, by Colonel Marsh ; the 54th, by Col. Bruce ; and 
the 63d, by Major Sill. The artillery was commanded by Col- 
onel Ennis. The Hessian regiments were, the Heno, the Beno, 
the Bedford, and Lanscrafl, deriving their names from their 
respective commanders. There was also a company of light 
horse attached to the army, with a regiment of refugees, com- 
manded by Colonel Fanning. There were also a few compa- 
nies attached to the army, called Soushears and Anspaks; 
these were Germans. 

In the spring of 1778, General Sullivan having been appoint- 
ed to the command of the American troops in Bhode Island, 
the British commander at Newport, anticipating an attempt 
upon the Island by the Americans, sent a detachment of five 
hundred men up the river to destroy their boats, and by this 
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means frustrate the anticipated expedition. They landed on the 
morning of May 25, at daylight, between Warren and Bristol, and 
proceeded in two divisions, one for Warren, and the other for the 
liead of Kickemuet river, " when they destroyed about seventy 
dOat-bottom boats, and set fire to one of the State galleys.*' They 
also burnt a large quantity of pitch, tar, plank, and other pro- 
perty belonging to the Americans at that place. The party 
"which proceeded to Warren, after having burnt the meeting- 
liouse and a number of dwelling houses, plundered and robbed 
"the inhabitants, not even the females excepted, who were robbed 
of their shoe buckles, gold rings, handkerchiefs, &c. A few 
days subsequently, a body of one hundred and fifty men were 
sent to burn the mill, and other buildings around it, at Tiverton. 
They burnt the old mill, and another building at the landing ; 
l>ut in proceeding to the town, the place of their intended plun- 
der, their progress was arrested at the bridge by a Bpartan band 
of twenty-five men, who had planted themselves there, and dis- 
puted their passage. Nor were they able to carry the bridge, 
although frequently attempted, and were compelled to* return 
without effecting the object of their expedition. 

In July, 1778, the French fleet of eleven sail of line ships, be- 
sides frigates and transports, under the command of Count 
D'Estaing, appeared off the harbor, to the great joy of the in- 
habitants, and anchored near to Brenton's Eeef. One of the 
ships of the fleet ran up the west side of Connanicut, and an- 
chored at the north point of the Island. The three British 
frigates above mentioned, lay at anchor on the oast side of Pru- 
dence. A few mornings after, they weighed anchor and sailed, 
with the design of getting under protection of the battery at 
Tammany Hill. The French ship, aware of tlieir intention, got 
under way at the same time, and cut them off. 

The frigates then stood in for the shore, and were run aground 
about five or six miles from Newport, on the west side of Rhode 
Island. Before they grounded, they cut away the miists, for 
the purpose of driving them nearer the shore ; and as soon as 
they struck, they set them on fire, and made for the shore in 
their boats. During this time, the French ship was sufficiently 
near to have thrown grape shot over them, yet when she saw 
them fire and abandon their vessels, she retired and took her 
former position, without firing a gun. A number of British 
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vessels, lying at Goddington Cove, were also set on fire ad soon 
as the burning of the frigates was discovered. The Grand 
Duke, lying a little to the north of Long Wharf, with several 
other vessels, was burnt The Falcon and the Flora, fiigates, 
were sunk ; the latter at Fort Walcott Wharf, and they were 
never afterward able to float her. About a year after the Bri- 
tish evacuated the Island, and the Americans took possession, 
the Flora was floated, fitted for sea, and sent to France. About 
the same time the frigates were burnt in the harbor and along 
the shore, the King Fisher, a manof war, was burnt in the East 
X^assage. 

The French fleet, after lying at anchor for several days, ran 
np the middle passage, and anchored under Gould Island. 
They ran up under three topsails, and received the fire of the 
British batteries as they passed, but returned it with such 
warmth that they soon silenced the forts. Several shots from 
the French fleet were unintentionally thrown into the town. Aa 
soon as the fleet approached the harbor, the British troops com-' 
menced burning the houses about two miles ^m Newport^ 
commencing at the house formerly owned by the late Gea 
Iriflb, Esq. ; they burnt every house on the West road, for the 
distance of a mile ; on the East road about half that distance; 
and from the West road to the shore. At the same time a 
party, principally refugees, was employed and sent out through 
the Island, headed by one William Grosson, who cut and de- 
stroyed cart-wheels, wagons, and carriages of all descriptiona, 
grindstones, scythes, axes, hatchets, and every other edged UxA 
they could find, and filled up many of the wells. Crosson^a 
deeds of darkness were perpetrated during the night, and were 
not confined to the limits of the Island, but often extended as 
far as Swanzey Neck, Little Compton, and Fall Biver, plunder- 
ing the inhabitants of everything he could bring off in bis 
boats, and frequently not eveti sparing the citizens themselves. 
In one of his midnight excursions, he seized and brought off a 
worthy and respectable citizen of Swanzey Neck, by the name 
of Slade, who died of the small pox on board of the British 
prison ship in the harbor of Newport Many others, who had 
the misfortune to fall into his hands, were never after permitted 
to return. 

Crosson's character had become so notorious, and public in- 
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dignation so excited, that measures were taken for his appre- 
hension. Bat securely sheltered under the protecting wing of 
Sritish power by day, no prospect of his capture appeared, 
unless it could be effected when engaged in his depredations 
mt night Accordingly a boat was fitted out at Little Gompton 
oalled a shaving mill, commanded by Lemuel Bayley of that 
'to^ien, for his capture. Nor was it long before be found him- 
self a prisoner. He was conveyed to Providence under a 
strong guard, but when he arrived there, such was the public 
feeling of indignation against him, that with great difficulty 
tiie guard could protect him from popular violence. After hav- 
ing been in prison for several months in that town, by some 
zneans, supposed to be by the influence of a 6rt^, he escaped from 
jail and appeared again in Newport When the British evacu- 
ated the Island, Grossons went off with them, and probably 
oonsidered it safe to remain with them, as he never aflerward 
sretomed to Newport Dollars and cents, it seems, have always 
liad an unbounded influence with some in the Plantations. — 
«Among the reckless associates of Grosson, was a man by the 
siame of Oouldsborough. He landed his party at Little Gomp- 
'ton one evening, near the place where a lad by the name^of 
^aggart, son of Judge William Taggart, senior, and brother 
of the late Judge Taggart, of Middletown, was stationed as a 
sentinel. The inhuman Gouldsborough seized and murdered 
^oong Taggart on the spot. 

A few days previous to this, the British commander had 
sozed and drove within the lines all the stock, cows, oxen, ^a, 
lie could find on the Island. Sheep there were none, having all 
l>een previously stolen. 

ThQ same day (at night) on which the French fleet came in, 
the British withdrew their troops (torn the north end of the 
island, and took up their position on the heights, about two 
miles from Newport Their line extended from Goddington's 
Cove to Easton's Beach ; the whole distance being defended by 
breastworks and redoubts ; besides which, they had a line still 
nearer the town, running from the West of the north mill down 
to the Gills' farm, formerly the property of Nicholas Easton. 
On the following morning, the American army landed on the 
north end of the Island, without opposition, and took posses- 
sion of the neighboring heights. The army was composed of 
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militia, continental troops, and volunteers, commanded by (Jen- 
erals Sullivan, Green, Glover, and the Marquis de Lafayette, 
supposed to number from ten to fifteen thousand men. 

On the aflernoon of the same day that the Americans landed 
on the Island, the British fleet of twenty-five sail was discovered 
standing in for Newport. They came too off Point Judith for 
the night, but a sudden change of wind favoring the Ck)unt the 
following morning, he stood out to sea with his whole squad- 
ron. Lord Howe, after some unsuccessful manoeuvering to get 
the weather guage of the French fleet, put to sea, followed by 
Count D'Estaing, and both fleets were soon lost sight of in the 
distance. The storm which had already commenced, continued 
to rage with increasing violence for several days, so that no 
general action was obtained between the fleets. Both, how- 
ever, were greatly damaged by the storm. 

The Languedoc, of ninety guns, commanded by CJount 
D'Estaing, had neither mast nor bowsprit standing, and several 
others were in a similar situation. The American troops en- 
camped on the north part of the Island, sufferred not less than 
the ships. Such was the violence of the tempest, attended with 
a {powerful rain, that by the night of the i2th, not a tent or 
marquee remained standing. Many horses and several of the 
soldiers perished by the severity of the storm, and the whole 
army was in the most wretched and deplorable condition. And 
in addition to their own personal sufferings, the greater part of 
their ammunition was either destroyed or greatly damaged by the 
storm. The i4th, the storm having subsided, and the day be- 
ing serene and warm, the American army spent in drying their 
clothes, &c., and in making ready for their future operations. 
On the following morning, they took up their line of -march in 
three several divisions; one on the East road, one on the 
West, and the third through the centre of the Island, and pee- 
sessed themselves of the heights, about one and a half miles 
from the British lines. General Sullivan quartered about five 
miles from Newport, at what is now called the Gibbs Farm. 
General Lafayette quartered on the East side of the Island, at 
what was then called the Bowler Garden Farm, about the same 
distance from Newport. General Green quartered on the farm 
now owned by the heirs of the late Colonel Eichard K Ran 
dolph, of Newport. 
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The British had thrown up a large fort, the remains of which 

still visible, a Httle to the north and east of the residence of 

the late George Irish, Esq., and directly opposite on Honyman's 

Sill. At a distance of little more than a mile, the Americans 

had thrown up a fort and other works, and by the 20th, they 

liad opened two four-gun batteries, and by the 2dd had mounted 

^Kventeen pieces of heavy artillery, two ten-inch mortars, and 

'Uiree Hve and a half inch howitzers. 

From these works, on either side, was kept up a continual 
^cannonading by day, and throwing of bombs by night, by which 
any were killed on both sides. An amusing circumstance is 
of the discharge of a cannon from the battery at Hony- 
an*8 ^ill. A large dinner party had assembled at the Dudley 
arm, now occupied by Edward Van Zandt, Esq., when just as 
he ^ests were about to seat themselves at the table, a ball 
through the hall, and the company fled precipitately out 
f the house, with the loss of their dinner. 



GREAT SNOW STORM. 

On the night of the 22d of December, 1778, a snow storm com- 
Xsenced with a severity never before experienced by the oldest 
inhabitants, for the quantity of sdow which fell, as also for the 
^Mverity of the cold. 

In Newport, all the sentinels of the British army who were 
stationed in the exterior lines, that were not called in before 
flight, were found after the storm, frozen to death at their 
poets ; many soldiers perished in buildings where they had no 
fire, and many perished in endeavoring to find their quarters 
blaring the snow storm. The storm was afterwards known as 
the '' Hessian storm," from the great number of soldiers of that 
nation who perished. 

No tidings were received, and nothing was known of the dis- 
abled and wrecked condition of the fleets, until about a week 
after the storm, when the French fleet were seen at a distance, 
atanding for Newport 

At 7 o'clock, P. M., the Marquis de Lafayette, and other 
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officers, went on board to consult with the French officers, on 
measures for the vigorous and successful prosecution of the ex- 
pedition, and prevail with them immediately to enter the har- 
bor. But their efforts were without success, and about 12 at 
night they l6fl the ships and returned on shore. The conduct 
of the Count, in refusing a compliance with the request of the 
American officers, when conquest appeared so easy, and victory 
so sure, was most severely censured. But when it is considered 
that his instructions were positive from the Ooiirt of France, in 
case of disaster, and that his officers unanimously signed a pro- 
test against entering the harbor in their disabled condition, this 
censure at least in a very great degree, must appear to be un- 
merited and severe. 

We have never been able to discover that any very important 
aid was furnished by the French fleet, while in the waters of 
Newport. There was, we grant, a show of resistance, but the 
efficiency in prosecuting the line of defence, failed. * Far be it frofm 
us, however, to undervalue the aid received from the French. 
It decided the contest. " It cost her more than three hundred 
millions of dollars,'' and hurried her iuto a revolution, more ex- 
hausting than any other state in the tide of time. 

The chief object of the treaties of 1778, was the establisment 
of the Liberty, Sovereignty, and Independence of the United 
States in the war of the BevolutioD. It was a dark and gloomy 
period with the (Colonies, when France offered her assistance. 
The hopes which had been kindled by early successes, were 
almost extinguished by recent and successive disasters. It was at 
this painful moment that allied armies, fresh, vigoroup, and well- 
appointed, cooperating with a gallant fleet, met the invader, and 
his surrender at Yorktown, opened the way to peace, sover- 
eignty, and independence. 

The militia raised for this expedition, were drafted only for 
three weeks ; one-half of which were on service, and the re- 
mainder were to hold themselves in readiness, to succeed th«n 
at the expiration of that time, if called for. Within twenty -four 
hours after the French fleet sailed for Boston, between two and 
three thousand volunteers from Boston and other parts of New- 
England, left; the army and returned home. And many of the 
militia whose term of service had now expired, returned, while 
those who were to succeed them, came on with reluctance, and 
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more tihan half their Dumber was ever suppHed, bo that the 
army was greatly reduced. 
In this sitaatioD, without a Daval force to protect or succor 
^hein, the poesibilitj of a successful retreat was the onlyaltemi^ 
But it was deemed prudent not hastily to abandon their 
position, lest they should thus encourage the pursuit of 
'Cheir Ibes, and hazard the honor of a successful retreat They 
astill maintained their post until the night of the 28th, when 
^about 12th o^clock, the army began to move toward the north 
^^nd of the Island, secure a communication with the miun, and 
'ait until information should be received from the French fleet 
SoBton. 

G«iL de Lafayette was despatched with a message to €k>unt 
^'Sstaing, to ascertain whether the assistance and co6peratioB 
the fleet oould be expected, and to solicit its apeedy return. 
Count could not consent that the fleet should return, but 
^mptly offered to march his troops from Boston, to the assislf^ 
of the American forces on Bhode Island, if requested. At 
^daylight, the retreat having been discovered by the British, 
Mhey took up their march in pursuit 

The French have never been distinguished on the ocean ; in 

^the battle-field they have never had their superiors. If the fleet 

%ad been possessed of sufficient nerve they might at this ezi- 

^^cy have rendered essential service to our troops, but as it 

^^as, they displayed a very great weakness, and gave the enemy 

"the advan1;^g& About six miles from Newport, the regiment 

«n advance, commanded by Col. Campbell, was separated in two 

^visions, and pressed forward in pursuit ; one division retaining 

the road, the other the open field to the left They advanced 

without opposition or obstruction, until they approached a wail 

mnAing from the west a little to the north of Sampson Sher^ 

man's house. Here the Americans had lying in ambush, undei^ 

the wall, a piquet guard of between three and four hundred men, 

who were not discovered by the enemy, and who were ordered 

not to fire until the word was given by the commander^ again 

to load and fire, and then continue their retreat. 

The orders were strictly obeyed, and the command to firo 
was not given until the enemy were withm half gun shot, when 
they poured upon them such a flood of death, as not only to 
ch«ck the advanciBg foe, but throw them into the greatest ooa- 
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fbsioD, givrng the guard sufficieDt time again to fire and make 
good their retreat, with but very little low. 

Gd. Campbell had several balls pass through hia clothes, and 
bis horse killed under him. At one of the field pieces every 
man was shot down at the first fire. In the rear, and at a dis- 
tance of not more than half a mile, the Fifty-fourth and two Hes- 
sian regiments were advancing^ but so unexpected and fatal had 
been the work of that moment^ and so rapid the retreat of the 
Assailants, that they arrived too late to render their dying com' 
panioBS the least assistance. 

The main body of the Aroeriean army had gained and taken 
possession of Butt^s Hill, on the northern part of the Island. It 
bas generally been supposed^ even at this time, had Genera) 
Green's advice been taken, a most signal victory might have 
been gamed over the pursuing enemy. His advice was over- 
ruled, however, and the enemy pressed onward toward the 
American Hnes. They advanced near the left wing of the Ameri- 
can army, but were repulsed and driven back by General Glover, 
when they retired and took possession of Quaker Hill^ about a 
mile from the position occupied by the Am>erican8. Acontiii' 
ued skirmishing was kept up between the two armies, during 
this and the following day, and frequently whole regiments were 
engaged in the deadly strife at once, and the same spot of 
ground was taken possession of and abandoned by both the beV- 
ligerent parties. The last amd most severe skirmish during the 
action, was an attempt made by the British on a redoubt in poe- 
session of the Americans. A reinforcement was sent to its re« 
Kef, who arrived just in time to prevent the success of the enemy, 
and just as they were making a third and desperate effort to 
earry the redoubt ; they were repulsed with considerable loss, 
and in great confusion precipitately retreated, leaving many of 
their slain and wounded on the field of battle. After this action, 
the firing of the musketry ceased, but the roar of the artillery 
still continued on both sides. 

One grand object of the American commander in planting 
himself on these heights, and maintaining so long the sauf- 
guinary confiict, was to secure the removal of the bag- 
gage and heavy artillery with the stores of war, which was 
briskly going on in the rear, while the roar of cannon and the 
•torm of death were raging m the fronts Th* sentiQels of botb 
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f.nuies were BtatioDed at a distance of not more than seventy 
rods from each other, so that it required no small degree of gen- 
eralship to cover the design of retreat from the suspicion of a 
watchful enemy, and render that retreat triumphant and succesa- 
fuL On the 30th of the month, a number of tents were erected 
in full view of the enemy, and the whole army were apparently 
engaged in fortifying and strengthening their present position ; 
after the going down of the sun, they built a large number of 
fires, extending nearly across the Island, to lull the enemy into 
^ecunty, and cover from suspicion their intended retreat. 

Am soon as the surrounding darkness favored the design, the 
tents were struck, and the troops with the artillery and baggage, 
moved to the north, embarked in their flat-bottomed boats, and 
were all safely lauded on the main before the dawn of day. The 
brave and generous de Lafayette, who returned from Boston 
at the moment our troops were landing, was very greatly disap- 
pointed in not having been permitted to share in the perils of 
the action. Anticipating such an event, he had rode the dis- 
tance of seventy miles in about six hours. Nor could he be 
prevented from passing over to bring off the piquet and other 
parties who covered the American retreat. This he effected 
with such consummate prudence and self-possession, that Bot a 
man was left behind, nor the slightest loss sustained. This re- 
treat, notwithstanding the failure of the expedition, reflected the 
highest honor on the American commanders, and the wisdom 
and skill by which it was executed, was applauded even by the 
British offioers themselves. 

The loss of the Americans, as stated by General SuUivant 



was, — 



KUled 30 

Wounded 137 

Missing 44 



Total - . . 211 

Nearly 1200 Amerieans were engap^ed in the action, and tkey 
are said to have shown great firmness. The day after the 
action, a cannonade was kept up by both armies. 

A letter was received from General Washington, informing 
him [General Sullivan,} that a large body of troops had sailed 
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from New- York, most probably for the relief of Newport ; and 
a resolution was immediately formed to evacuate the island. 
. I'he delay of a single day would, probably,, have been fatal to 
the Americans \ lor Sir Henry Clinton, who had been delayed 
by adverse winds, arrived with a reinforcement of 4000 men, 
on the very next day, when a retreat, it is presumed, would 
have been impracticable. 

The troops on Rhode Island, under the command oi General 
Sullivan, on the 4th of August,, were arranged as follows : — 

Vamum^s brigade^ including officers . 1,037 



Glover's do. ditto 

CornelPs do. ditto 

Green's do. ditto 

LovelPs do. ditto 

Titcomb's do. ditto 
Livingstone^s advance,, ditto 

West's reserve, ditto 

Artillery . . . ditto 



1,131 

1,719 

1,626 

M5S 

959 

659 

1,025 

810 



Total amount . . . 10,124 

* 

Ob November 28tb, 1776, the day of General WashiDgton'^s 
retreat over the Delaware, the British took possession of Rhode 
Island. 

The scenes which have been enacted on the island, invests it 
with peculiar interest, and should remind us, of the present 
day, of the sufierings which our fathers enduredy to bequeath 
to their children the rich legacy of liberty and independence. 
The island has been consecrated by the blood of our patriot 
sires ;. and when we walk over the fields of carnage, may we be 
reminded of the value of the American Union, and discounten- 
ance every attempt made by fanatics, to weaken the ties which 
kold us together as one people. 

The British h^d position of the island, until the aulumB of 
1779, when Bir Henry Clinton, at New- York, anticipating sd 
attack upon that place by the combined forces of America and 
Franee, dispatched a number of transports to bring off the 
troops from Rhode Island, to strengthen his forces at New- 
York ; they embarked on the 25th of October, at the south tud 
of the island^ and arrived at New-York on the 27th. 
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On the day the island was evacuated, orders were issued by 

the British commaDder, that the inhabitants of Newport should 

keep within their houses during the time the royal troops were 

paasing through Thames-street, the route which they took to • 

th^ Neck, the place of their embarkation, on pain of death. 

T*hia injunction was strictly complied with, so that those who 

luul the curiosity to see the invaders of their peaceful shores 

xnarch through their streets, stole a glance at them through the 

crevices of their windows and doors. 

The British burnt all the barracks at Fort Adams, and the 

light-house at Beaver Tail, and carried off with them the Town 

fUwords, consisting of the books of Registry of Deeds, the 

Xtecords of the Town Council, the Court of Probate, &c., which, 

In their passage to New- York, were unfortunately sunk with 

tihe vessel which carried them away, near Hell Gate, and were 

xioder water for several hours before they were recovered. 

TTbey were detained in New- York about three years, and when 

'thej were afterwards returned to Newport, they were in a 

damaged condition. Had they been copied immediately on 

"their recovery, many valuable documents might have been pre- 

eerved, but having been neglected so long, they are now» in a 

dilapidated state, and of little use. 

On the arrival of Sir Henry Clinton, the last William Cod- 

dington, an aged and respectable gentieman, who held the 

oflSce of Town Clerk, not willing to remain in prison, left the 

Island, and went to Providence, there to reside until the army 

liad abandoned the enterprise, and left the State. It is to be 

regretted that he had not taken with him the Records of the 

town, instead of placing them in the h^nds of his friend, Walter 

Chaloner, who took them to New- York, and their fate has been 

described above. 

In 1 782, the Town Council of Newport, having made applica- 
tion to General Carlton, the British Commander at New- York, 
for the return of the Town Records, which had been taken 
away at the evacuation of the town; they, in December, 
received by a flag of truce, the books and papers, General 
Carlton expressing his sorrow, '^ for the damage they had sus- 
tained, from the sinking of the transport in Hell Gate, and the 
long time they had lain (three years,) without examination." 
The possession of the island for three years, by a strong and 
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powerful foe, who treated its inhabitants ae rebels against the 
•authority of their King, and consequently claiming the divine 
right of his Majesty to whatever the royal troops should please 
to possess, reduced the inhabitants to the greatest poverty and 
distress. At this distant period, it is impossible to form tho 
least conception of the wretchedness and misery endujred by 
the inhabitants of the island at that trying period ; and nothing 
but the providence of God sustained them in the hour of 
peril ; they were, however, delivered from their enemies, and 
ultimately achieved their freedom from the galling yoke of 
British tyranny. 

During the period of their stay, they had cut down and 
consumed all the flourishing groves of forest trees, with many 
of the most valuable orchards, and numerous ornamental treetf, 
which beautified and adorned the island, so that the inhabitants 
wore entirely destitute of fuel. The wells at Portsmouth were 
filled up, the houses on tho heights of Middletown were set on 
fire by the General's order, and even the wharves, in Newport, 
which at that period were built of timber, were torn up for fuel, 
ias the weather was so extremely severe in 1779-80. 

It 'is estimated that nine hundred dwellings, besides ware 
houses, were destroyed, while the British had possession of 
Newport The town presented a, wide scene of desolation after 
the evacuation, and it should be no surprise to the reader that 
Newport has never recovered her former prosperity, when the 
ravages committed by a lawless and infuriated nation are duly 
considered. 

Bhode Island was one of the principal points, and her spacious 
harbor, capable of containing the whole British fleet, rendered 
it a key of great importance, in pushing forward their schemes, 
in the subjugation of the rebellious Colonies. 

During the possession of the island by the British, the free- 
men of Newport had held their Town Meetings, for choice of 
representatives in the General Assembly in Providence, the 
" hornet's nest," as the British called it, agreeably to an Act 
of that body, granting tbem permission to do so. 

Middletown and Portsmouth held Town Meetings in Tiverton, 
for the election of representatives to the General Assembly ; 
but after the evacuation of the island by the enemy, that body 
passed an net, empowering the town of Newport to resume 
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I 

their corporate powers, and cboose Town officers, providing 
every person should be excluded from voting, who had in any- 
wise aided the enemy. The first meeting of the freemen for 
the choice of officers, was held at the Friends' Meeting-House, 
in November, 1779. 

In January, 1779, the sum of five hundred pounds of lawful 
money, was granted by the General Assembly, for the relief of 
the distressed inhabitants of Newport ; and large contribu- 
tions continued to be made for the same object, in this, and the 
adjoining States. 

The General Assembly, at their June session, in 1780, 
banished thirty-six persons from the State, and confiscated 
their estates, for adhering to the enemy. 

On the 10th July, 1780, the French fleet, of seven sail of the 
line and five frigates, with a large number of transports, and an 
army of six thousand men, arrived at Newport, to the great 
joy of the inhabitants. The fleet was commanded by the 
Chevalier de Toumay, and the army by Count de Kochambeau. 
The town was illuminated, and the arrival of the fleet and army 
greeted with the fullest demonstrations of gratitude and joy. 
Complimentary addresses were made by a committee of the 
General Assembly, then in session, both to Admiral de Tour- 
ney, and Count de Kochambeau, to which they gave the most 
spirited and patriotic replies. 

In July, it having been ascertained that a large naval and 
land force were destined against Newport, the inhabitants 
associated, and formed themselves into companies, both for 
the common defence, and also that the disaffected might be 
known. The town was divided into four districts, and by a 
vote of the freemen, the inhabitants were required to meet, and 
sign articles of association ; and those who should not appear 
at the place designated in the several districts, were to be 
deemed as enemies of their country ; and all persons refusing 
to take up arms against the enemy, were to be banished from 
the place. It was voted that a copy of the list of disaffected 
persons, ordered to be forwarded to the Council of War, be 
also sent to General Heath, that if the British fleet and army 
arrive, before any return is received from the Council, he may 
know what persons the town requests should be removed from 
the island. The list sent to the Council of War, was called the 
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" black list," embracing the votes of the town, that such persons 
be sent instanter from the island, as inimical to the United 
States. 

The militia from Connecticut and Massachusetts, were ordered 
to the defence of Ehode Island. The expedition was, however, 
abandoned by Sir Henry Clinton, even after having sailed from 
New- York with a large fleet, and an army of eight thousand 
men, as far as Huntington Bay, on Long Island, much to the 
disappointment and grief of our magnanimous allies, who were 
prepared to give him a most warm and hearty reception. 

It is painful to be called upon to notice a class of men, who 
rendered themselves so obnoxious in the war of the Revolution. 
They were traitors to their country, and had^ no just claim on 
the sympathies of the people ; they bad flattered themselves 
with the idea of the final triumph of the British arms, and, 
consequently, sided in with what they conceived to be the 
strongest party. But they were deceived, and highly disap- 
pointed, and the name of traitor was affixed to their character, 
and by that appellation they have ever been known. The 
course pursued towards them by the town was just, and highly 
commendatory. As patriots, warring for liberty, they could 
give no quarter to traitors. 

On the 20th of August, nineteen warriors of the. Oneida 
Indians, arrived in Newport, and dined with General Bocham- 
beau and Admiral de Tourney ; they also dined with General 
Heath, from all of whom they received presents. 

Admiral de Tourney died soon after his arrival at Newport, 
and was buried with military honors, in Trinity church yard, 
where a slab was afterwards erected to his memory, on the 
north side of the church. The funeral procession is said to 
have been grand and imposing, extending from his residence on 
the Point, at the Hunter House, to the church-yard, one dense 
mass of living beings, with the bands of music from the fleet, 
playing the most solemn strains, was a scene of deep interest 
to contemplate. 

In March, 1781, General Washington, the saviour of his 
country, arrived at Newport. He passed over from the main 
hj^ Conanicut Ferry, and landed from his barge at the bead of 
Long Wharf As he passed, the French fleet, lying at the 
back of the fort, fired a salute, and the army was drawn up in 
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order for his reception at the Long Wharf. Washington, the 
immortal commander-in-chief of the French and American 
armies, never appeared to greater advantage than when he 
passed over to Newport to review the French forces under 
Count Bochambeau. He was received at the head of Long 
Wharf by the French oflBcers, at the head of 7,00Q men, who 
lined the streets from thence to the State House. 

" I never," says a bystander now living, " felt the solid earth 
tremble under me before. The firing from the French ships 
that lined the harbor, was tremendous ; it was one continued 
roar, and looked as though the very Bay was on fire. Wash- 
ington, as you know, was a Marshal of France ; he could not 
comni&nd the French army without being invested with that 
title. He wore, on this day, the insignia of his office, and was 
received with all the honors due to one in tStSat capacity. It is 
known that many of the flower of the French nobility were 
numbered in the army that acted in our defence. Never," said 
the aged narrator, " will that scene be erased from my memory. 
The attitudes of the nobles, their deep obeisance, the lifting of 
hats and caps, the waving of standards, the sea of plumes, the 
k>ng line of French soldiers and the general disposition of their 
arms, unique to us, separating to the right and left, the Chief, 
with Count Bochambeau on his left, unbonneted, walked 
through. The French nobles, commanders, and their under 
officers, followed in the rear. Count Bochambeau was a small, 
keen looking man, not handsome as was his son, afterwards 
Governor of Martinique. Count Noailles looked like what he 
i^BB — a great man. But the resplendent beauty of the two Vios* 
minels eclipsed all the rest They were brothers, and one of 
them a General in the army, who bore the title of Count too. 
Newport newer saw anything so handsome as these two young 
brothers. 

" But we, the populace, were the only ones that looked at 
them, for the eye of every Frenchman was directed to Wash- 
ington. Calm and unmoved by all the honors that surrounded 
him, the voice of adulation n<x* the din of battle had ever dis- 
turbed the equanimity of his deportment. Ever dignified, he 
wore on this day the same saint-like expression that always 
characterized him. They proceeded from the State House to 
the lodgings of Count Bochambeau, the present residence of 
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tLe heirs of the late Samuel Verncr, comer of Clark and Mary 
streetfl. It was a proud day for Newport, to be honored with 
the presence of Washington, a name dear to every American 
heart." 

A committee of citizens waited upon him on his arrival, and 
presented him with an address, to which he politely replied. 

Committee's Address to his Excellency, George "Washington, 

Esq., General and Commander-in-Chief of the Armies of the 

Thirteen United States of America. 

\ 
Sir — The inhabitants of the ancient town of Newport, 

warmed with the purest sentiments of esteem and respect, beg 
leave, through their Committee, to congratulate your Excel- 
lency upon your arrival at this town, the capital of the State 
of Bhode Island aiia Providence Plantations ; permit us to 
assure your Excellency that words are inadequate to expreas 
the joy which your presence has infused into the hearts of our 
fellow-citizens. Happily guided by the Supreme Director of 
the American Councils, your Excellency was ' placed at the 
head of the armies ; our gratitude is greatly due to Heaven for 
the protection of your Excellency's person through all those 
scenes of danger and enterprise incident to war, and which 
your Excellency has sustained with patriotism and fortitude un- 
paralleled in the page of history. 

We will not cloud the festivity of this day by enumerating 
the scenes of lawless rapine and devastation, which have so pe- 
culiarly marked the steps of a tyrannical and rapacious enemy 
in this town. The thought merely occurs, as it deprives us of 
affording your Excellency some further manifestations of onr 
sincere regard. 

Suffer us here. Sir, because we know it must give your Ex- 
cellency a most sensible pleasure, to express the happiness this 
town has enjoyed with the army and fleet of our illustrious ally, 
who have, by the wisdom and prudence of their commanders, 
as well as their own most zealous inclinations, allied themselves 
to us, not as soldiers only, but as friends and citizens ; armed 
with a most righteous cause, engaged for all that men hold most 
dear, what blessings may not America, under the auspices of a 
kind and overruling Providence, be led to expect from the 
future exertions of your Excellency, the military ardor of the 



y 



WAScmiGrroii's address. 237 

American troops, and an army and fleet of a most generous 
tod magnanimous ally, thirsting for glory, and eager to bleed 
in the cause of liberty and mankind. 

We congratulate your Excellency upon the late signal sue* 

cesses, of the American arms by land, and those of our allies 

by sea. May the succeeding campaign be productive of the 

end of all our efforts — ^liberty, peace, and independence to the 

TJnited States of America, and happiness to all mankind. 

CHRISTOPHER ELLERY, 
WILLIAM CHANNING, 
WILLIAM TAGGART, 
SOLOMON 80UTHWICK, 



>• Committee, 



To which Q^n. Washington returned the following answer: 

*iro Christopher Ellery, William Channing, William Taggart, 

and Solomon Southwick, Esqrs. : 

Gentlemen — Among the distinguished honors which have a 

^aim to my gratitude since my arrival, I have seen with pe- 

<iuliar satisfaction those expressions of esteem and attachment 

which have manifested themselves in the citizens of this ancient 

town. 

My happiness is complete in the moment that unites the ex- 
pressions of their sentiments for mo with their suffrages in 
favor of our allies. The conduct of the French army and fleet, 
of which the inhabitants testify in so grateful and so affection- 
ate a sense, at the same time that it evinces the wisdom of the 
commanders and the discipline of the troops, is a new proof of 
the magnanimity of the nation. It is a further demonstration 
of that generous zeal and concern for the happiness of America 
which brought them to our assistance, a happy presage of 
future harmony — a pleasing evidence that an intercourse be- 
tween the two nations will more and more cement the union by 
the solid and lasting ties of mutual affection. 

I sincerely sympathize with you, gentlemen, in lamenting the 
depredations suffered by the town while in possession of the 
enemy, and heartily join you in those liberal wishes, the accom- 
plishment of which would soon more than restore it to its for- 
mer flourishing condition. 

Accept my acknowledgments for the polite and obliging 
tnanner in which you have been pleased to communicate to me 
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the sentiments of your fellow-citizens, and the assurance of my 
warmest esteem for them and for you personally. 

Newport, March 8th, 1781. G. WASfflNGTON. ' 

The town was illuminated, the evening after his arrival at 
Newport Count de Bochambeau gave a splendid ball to Gen. 
Washington, which was attended by the most fashionable fami- 
lies in Newport. This was the first interview Washington en- 
joyed with the French officers, and it is said that he and the 
Count de Rochambeau laid their plans for an attack upon New 
York, which was disconcerted by the arrival of a large fleet 
and army to the assistance of Sir Henry Clinton, under the 
command of Admiral Rodney. About this time. Admiral 
D'Barras arrived at Boston, and succeeded to the command of 
the French squadron at Newport It was soon after decided 
in a council of war, held at Wethersfield, Conn., by General 
Washington, Count de Rochambeau, and other distinguished 
officers, that the troops on Rhode Island (with the exception of 
about ^re hundred to guard the works), should immediately 
march to the North River, to join the American army. Dur- 
ing the whole period the French army was quartered in New- 
port, such was their strict regard to the rights and property 
of the inhabitants, that the whole amount of damage done by 
them would not exceed one hundred dollars. 

The pleasure which the French officers derived in mingling 
with the polished society of Newport, has been already alluded 
to, in the description given by Count Seguin in relation to the 
fancy ball, which was given on the 3d of January, by the offi- 
cers of the regiments of Royal Duex Fonts. In was an elegant 
fete, composed of the first rank in the society of the ancient 
metropolis. 



EXECUTION. 



On the let of June, 1781, a sergeant of the French artiUeiy 
was executed at the south part of Newport, a little back from what 
was then called Buddy's Lane, now the Bowery near the Ocean 
House, in presence of the whole army, who were drawn up in a hol- 
low square for the occasion. The criminal on being brought to the 
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place of ezecntioD, had his right hand cut off and burnt by the 
axecutioDer, and he was then hanged. His crime was attempt 
iog to murder his officer. It appeared that in a fit of jealousy 
he had in the night waylaid the Captain of his Company, and 
after stabbing him repeatedly, had thrown him into an old cellar 
at the comer of Denison and Spring-streets, where the Barker 
House now stands. The officer was found in his wounded state 
and conveyed to his quarters, and afterwards recovered. 

The Frenchmen were very much smitten by the Newport 
ladies, and many of them, it is said, lost their hearts. It is not 
to be wondered at when we consider the elegance of person, and 
the refinement of manners which preeminently distinguished the 
fair sex in the past Many romantic events have transpired on 
the island, which if we should allude to them all, would increase 
our volume beyond the ordinary limit which was designed. 

The Chevalier de Fayelle, Aid-de Camp to the Marquis do 
Lafayette, died very suddenly at Newport, as be was going on 
board the French frigate Hermoine. He was buried with mill* 
tary honors in Trinity church-yard. 

The surrender of Lord Cornwallis and army, to the united 
forces of America and France, on the 19th of October, 1781| 
decided the fate of the Revolution, and was virtually the termi- 
nation of the war ; for although several places of importance 
were still in possession of the enemy, yet their days were num- 
bered, and their destiny sealed. 

On the 4th of March, 1782, the British Parliament, in the 
House of Commons, passed a resolution declaring all as enemies 
to His Majesty, and His Majesty's Kingdom, who should advise 
to the longer continuance of the war in America. Preliminaries 
of peace were entered into at Paris, in November, 1782, and a 
definite treaty, in which Great Britain acknowledged the Sover- 
eignty and Independence of the United States, was signed in 
September, 1783. 

In 1783, the British frigate Mercy, Capt. Stanhope, arrived 
at Newport, on the 19th of July, from Halifax. While at New- 
port he married Miss Peggy Malborn, daughter of Francis 
Malborn, sen., Esq. Capt Stanhope was afterward Admiral, 
and Knight of the Bath, and one of the liOrds of Admiralty. 
We again shall have occasion to allude to this distinguished 
individual 
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Francis Malborn, seoior, was a native of Prince Anna county, 
Virginia, and came to Ehode Island about 1758. He was a 
ship-raaster in the employ of Godfrey Malborn ; be then en- 
gaged in mercantile pursuits, and was a partner of the hotlse of 
E. & F« Malborn, well known as enterprising and successful 
merchants in Newport, previous to the Revolution. He left 
two sons and three daughters ; one of his sons was the Hon. 
Francis Malborn, who was representative and subsequently a 
Senator in the Congress of the United States. He was a fin- 
ished gentleman of the old school, and universally respected by 
all classes of the community. 

During the war of the Revolution, although Newport, being 
in possession of the enemy, had but few privateers encraged in 
the deadly strife, still she furnished a number of distinguished 
naval commanders, and a greater number of marines, perhaps, 
than any other town in New-England, in proportion to her size 
and population. It is supposed by those who lived in times 
that " tried men's souls," that Newport probably furnished a 
thousand men for the naval service in that war, and that one- 
half of these fell into the hands of the enemy, and died on board 
a man-of-war, the Forton prison, in England, or the old Jersey 
prison-ship, which for the loathsomeness and terror of its dun- 
geons, compared with the Black Hole of Calcutta. 

A certain elegant writer, has said : " Happy, indeed, and 
thrice happy, were "Warren, Montgomery, and Mercer ; happy 
those other gallant spirits who fell with glory in the heat of 
battle, distinguished by. their country and covered with her 
applause. Every soul sensible to honor, envies rather than com* 
passionates their fates. It was in the dungeons of our inhuman 
invaders — ^it was in their pestiferous prison-ships that the 
wretchedness of our countrymen still makes the heart bleed. 
It was there that hunger, and thirst, and disease, and all the 
• contumely cold-hearted cruelty- could bestow, sharpened every 
pang of death. Misery there rung every fibre that could 
feel, before she gave the blow of grace which sent the sufferer to 
eternity. It is said that poison was employed I No ! there was 
no such mercy there. There nothing was employed which could 
blunt the susceptibility to anguish, or which, by hastening death, 
could rob its agonies of a single pang. On board one only 
of these floating hells, above eleven thousand of our brave ooun- 
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tiyiiMii are said to haire perished 1 She was called the Jersoj 
Deep and dreadful as the coloring of this picture may appear, 
it ia but a faint and imperfect sketch of the original. Yon must 
remember a thousand unutterable calamities, a thousand in- 
fltancea of domestic as well as national anxiety and distress^ 
'which mock description. You ought to remember them ; you 
ought to hand them down in tradition to your posterity, that 
they may know the awful price their fathers paid for freedom/' 
The naval commanders in that war were John Grifnes, Benj. 
Pieroe, Joseph Gardiner, William Dennis, James Godfrey, 
Remembrance Simmons, Thomas Stacy, Oliver Head, Capt. 
Bently^ Samuel Jeffers, John Coggeshall, William Finch, Capt. 
Jaqnays, James Phillips, Ezekiel Burroughs, Isaac Freeborn, 
William Ladd, Joseph Sheffield, Capt. Gazzee, and John Mur- 
phy. These either sailed from Newport previous to its poases- 
sion by the enemy, or subsequently from other ports of New- 
England, West Indies, &>c. The privateers, though small in 
numerical power and force, yet they constantly annoyed the 
enemy, took many valuable prizes, and achieved some splendid 
victories. 

An anecdote is related of John Murphy, one of the command- 
ers, which is too good to be lost. A Mrs. Webber, who kept 
a boarding-house at the head of Stephens^ Wharf, was a re- 
markable neat woman, which was one of the characteristics of 
the females of Newport in the past It was her constant prac- 
tice to scour her floor every week, and sand it in diamond form. 
Paint was not genorally in vogue at that period. She had on 
that very day completed her task, which proved to be rainy, 
and the streets of course muddy. Murphy, knowing the fact, 
and designing to play off a joke, sallied forth to the lower 
market, and announced with much earnestness to the country- 
men who had collected there, that there was a great curiosity to 
be seen at Mrs. Webber's, viz., a " Whistling Pig;" the crowd 
instanter rushed to her house, and bolted into the room, inquir- 
ing at the top of their voices, for the " pig," which brought for- 
ward the lady, who on discovering the condition of her floor, 
covered with mud, as may well be imagined, threw her into the 
greatest rage, and the green-horns had to make their exit with 
all possible haste, while Murphy amused himself with the joke, 
which he had so adroitly played off*. He was the father of 
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the late Gapt John Murphy, long an enterprising shipmaster 
from Newport 

Capt. Oliver Bead of Newport, justly deserves a place in the 
history of these times. No sooner was intelligence received that 
. the invaders of his country had commenced the work of destruc- 
tion in the environs of Boston, than he left the quiet retirement of 
home, and hastened to the rescue. He offered his services to his 
country as a volunteer, and joined the American troops in the 
vicinity of Boston. But the dull monotony of the camp was neither 
suited to the character or habits of Capt Read. He soon left 
the army and sailed as the commander of a privateer. His bold, 
adventurous spirit exposed him to great dangers, and during 
the continuance of the war, he was often in the power of his 
foes ; but the same merciful Providence which watched over 
and directed the destiny of that event, watched over and pre- 
served this bold and fearless patriot After having been several 
times taken prisoner, and suffered some ungentlemanly treat- 
ment from his enemies, he solemnly protested, if ever he com- 
manded another vessel, to make atonement for the insults re- 
ceived. He was no sooner released from his confinement, than 
his friends purchased and fitted for him a new and well-built brig, 
called the Kochambeau. In this brig Capt Read achieved several 
victories, and took many rich and valuable prizes ; but he was 
destined to see his favorite brig in the possession of his foes, and 
himself again a prisoner of war, by the chicanery of one of his 
youthful companions, who was a Loyalist, or, in common ^poor- 
lance of that age, a Tory. Capt. Read and his companions were 
taken to New- York, and from thence transferred to the Jersey 
prison-ship. He resolved, however, not to remain without 
attempting bis escape, if he perished in the attempt He com- 
municated his design to several of bis companions, Capt Isaiah 
Cahoone, and Capt John Tower, of Providence, with one or two 
others, who, with the same bold, daring intrepidity, resolved to 
share the fate of Capt Read. The only plan of escape which 
afforded the least hope of success, was to seize the boat of the 
prison-ship, and effect their escape under the guns of the vesseL 

This plan, hazardous in the extreme, and full of danger, was 
finally agreed upon, and they waited only for a fit opportunity 
to present itself, when, at a concerted signal, they were to at- 
tempt its execution. Ai^er waiting with impatience for several 
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4%jBy Plx)yidence seemed to favor their design, and to grant 
them a favorable opportunity for attempting their escape. Just 
before night, the boat of the prison-ship returned from shore^ 
4nd discharged her stores of provisions, when, at the given sig- 
nal of Captain Bead, his companions leaped afler him into the 
boat, cut away her painter, and made for the shore, amidst a 
volley of balls. The darkness of the night, accompanied with 
a driving snow-storm, which at that moment commenced, pre- 
vented the pursuit of their enemies, and they fortunately landed 
on Long Island during the night. Captain Head soon returned 
to Newport, with a heart burning with revenge, especially 
against bis old school-fellow, Crandall, the notorious tory. It 
18 said that when Head was delivered up by Crandall, to the 
officers of the Jersey prison-ship, he cast a withering look at 
thst reckless being, and said, *^ A short life to one of us ! If 
"me meet again, and meet again we shall, one of us dies.*' 

Capt Bead was soon in command of another vessel, of about 
«n equal force with the Hochambeau, which was now com- 
manded by the infamous Crandall. It was not long before she 
was descried, although newly painted, and disguised. Bead 
prepared for action, and, as he approached her, hoisted Ameri- 
can colors ; being hailed, he answered by a broadside, and at 
the same time showed himself to the astonished Crandall, who 
supposed him safely lodged in the Jersey prison-ship. The 
conflict lasted for several hours, until almost every man on 
board the Bochambcau was either slain or wounded. And 
when taken possession of, the lion heart of even Captain Bead 
was deeply affected. There lay the headless trunk of the 
treacherous Crandall, surrounded by his fallen companions, 
while the deck was literally covered with human gore. Cap- 
tain Bead again entered his native port, accompanied by his 
favorite Bochambeau. The brig was immediately repaired and 
fitted for sea, when her bold commander again sailed on another 
cruise. Captain Bead, having learnt off Sandy Hook that the 
brig Spy of Providence had been taken by his Majesty's ship 
Lyon, of sixty-four guns, and ordered to New York, resolved 
if possible to recapture her. Accordingly, he moored his ves- 
sel in safety, and kept on the look out, near the Hook. The 
Spy soon came in sight under British colors, cast anchor, and 
waited for a pilot Captain Bead, with a few brave fellows to 
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man his boat, caine alongside and oflbred his flerviees m a jrikA, 
to take her to New York. His services were readily accepted, 
and he took his position at the helm. 

The wind favoring his design^ he put her head for bis native 
.town, and let her drive ; nor was the trick discovered until it 
was too late. For as they were approaching near the place of 
destination, the prize-master said to the pilot, " 8ir^ we are go- 
ing to New York, are we ?" The pilot, bowing very re?«pect- 
fuUy, answered laconically, " No, Sir ; no. We are goi.ig 
Newport." 

George "W. Babcock, of Narragansett, who sailed from N 
port, was another distinguished hero, and was engaged in som 
of the most obstinate battles during the war. Id the spring 
1779, he sailed from Boston, and on the 16th of May be fell i 
with, and succeeded in capturing afler an obstinate engagemen 
a British privateer called the Tartar, a few days from Coik 







The Tartar mounted twenty-six guns, with a complement of on 
hundred and fifly men ; but having previously taken 
manned several prizes, the actual number in the en 
could not have exceeded one hundred and twenty men. 
crew of the Mifflin were principally from Newport and Ni 
gansett Her first lieutenant, Mr. Timothy Goggeehall, was 
inhabitant of the Island. The battle raged with incretamg vi< 
lence for several hours, at a very short distance, and befdl^ 
deadly conflict was hushed, the vessels were so near each oth 
that they could readily leap from one to the other. But 
British flag finally came down, and Capt Babcock took 
session of the Tartar. 

Two days previous to this engagement, be had falhii in 
and captured the British store-ship Elephant, which was con— 
yeying to England a large number of invaKds, both oflicers an* 
privates. When Captain Babcock approached the Elephant,^- 
and demanded that her colors be struck to an American priva — 
teer, her proud and haughty commander, akhongh be knew h 
eould make no effectual resistance, refused to comply 

It is said that Babcock reasoned with him, and remoDStrat 
against the unnecessary efi*uBion of blood his obetinacy wo 
inevitably involve, for several minutes before he or de red hi 
men to fire. The engagement lasted but a few moments, befbr^^" 
the flag of the Elephant was struck ; but those momeua provecSfr 
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firtol to her oommimdar, who fell, with six of his crew by his 
side. The saccess of Captaiu Babcock and his brave crew 
had nearly proved fatal to them. The number of their prison- 
^M bad now so increased, as to reader their situation far more 
im^ardous than the roar of the British cannon. The only alter- 
nstive of safety that presented itself, was the dismissal of a 
large number of them. Accordingly, aftec having received a 
bill from the British officer, acknowledging the receipt of so 
many prisoners of war. Captain Babcock put them on board a 
2mze-6hip, and left them to pursue their voyage. The Mifflin, 
after the engagement, sailed for France, and the Tartar was 
aent to Boston, where she subsequently arrived in safety. 

It was not Newport and the Island merely, that suffered from 
the British depredators ; but Tiverton, and Seconnet river, also 
experienced the horrors of war. The English vessels that 
guarded the entrance of the Seconnet river, and occasionally 
came up nearly where the Stone Bridge now is, were a great 
annoyance. Sometimes, however, they would get aground on the 
Tiverton or Little Compton side, where the water is very shoal, 
apd occasion much trouble to themselves; and, at one time, a 
large privateer of the enemy was run aground on the shore at 
little Compton, just below the farm of Deacon Brownell, when 
the enemy were obliged to burn her and make their escape. 
Tiverton witnessed much suffering of a domestic nature during 
the time the enemy were in possession of Rhode Island. The 
people were often called to share their morsel with the suffer- 
.ing inhabitants, who from time to time came over, and who 
came off at the surrender of the town of Newport, and lingered 
about tiie opposite shore in hopes their stay might be short, and 
they be permitted to go back and collect the remnant of their 
property. A venerable and respected citizen of Portsmouth, 
who had held many important offices, remarked, ^^ I was but 
S0ven years old when the British entered Newport; yet I dis- 
tinctiy recollect the state of alarm and constant excitement dur- 
ing that period. My father occupied a small house, built on 
his own land, about three miles equal distance from Bristol and 
Howland's ferry. I have but little recollection of what took 
place, particularly, until one day when the Americans under 
Sullivan were retreating from Rhode Island. A party of the 
enemy came up to the house of an aged man, and commanded 
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him to draw water for them ; and while the venerable man tot- 
tered to the well, they barbarously shot him in the back." 

The Cory family seemed peculiarly a patriotic one ; two of 
the brothers, Samuel and Pardon, were among the capturers 
of Prescott His son, Thomas Corey, married a daughter of 
Lieutenant Wrlcox, one of those who went ahead in the enter- 
prise o{ taking Prescott. 

Fogland Ferry, at the period of the Kevolution, had a house 
of entertainment near the end of the point, kept by Mrs. Sarah 
Gray. Exposed as they were, the house was often the resort 
of the Britisfi officers and soldiers, and their insolence was such 
that Mrs. Gray often had occasion to exercise her authority to 
keep them in subjection. She was a woman of uncomnoon 
nerve, and never daunted by the threats of the enemy. A Hes- 
sian soldier, on one occasion, inquired for West India rum. 
He was told they had none, but they could furnish him with 
some East India, He replied that he would have a glass. 

The East Kiver was often the scene of conflict The Amer- 
can trooper stationed at Little Compton brought two cannon to 
bear, one twelve and one eighteen pounder, and poured so de- 
structive a fire on the British frigate Cerberus, which was then 
at anchor there, as to compel her to slip her cables and to make 
her escape. 

On the retuiii of peace, the town of Newport, was in ruina 
The storm of war had beat heavily upon her, and in the lan- 
guage of Dr. Waterhouse, " she resembled an old battered 
shield, long held up against the common enemy." According to 
the estimate of a committee appointed by the General Assem- 
bly for that purpose, it appears that the loss sustained by the 
inhabitants of Newport, in the destruction of dwelling houses, 
warehouses, &c., amounted to £124,798 13s. 5d., silver money. 
This estimate includes only the loss of private property sus- 
tained by individuals. By an estimate of the number of inhab- 
itants in Newport, taken by order of the General Assembly in 
t782, there were at that time 4,912 whites, and 618 colored, in- 
cluding 69 Indians — ^making the whole population 5,530. 

This estimate, compared with that made by order of the 
General Government in 1774, shows a decrease during the war 
of 3,679. That estimate gave to Newport a population of 
7,917 whites, 1,246 blacks, and 46 Indians — making the sum 
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total of 9,209. And this was supposed to fall considerably 
below the actual number, being underrated for the purpose of 
escaping greater requisitions for men and moneys If, as is sup- 
posed, Newport once numbered 12,000 inhabitants, about one- 
half that number was dispersed by the Ee volution. 

No town had greater occasion of indignation towards the 
Sritish Government, than Newport. When she surveyed the 
desolations brought on her once prosperous town by modern 
vandals, it was not to be supposed that she should give the least 
countenance to a class of men who had deserted her in the hour 
of peril, and given their influence in support of the enemy. It 
is a matter of pain to the patriot, that so many traitors to the 
cause of liberty were found in Newport They had vainly in- 
dulged the idea that victory would yet dawn on the British 
arms, and their prosperity follow as a necessary consequence. 
But happily, they were disappointed, and their names cast out 
as evil. After the peace, and when business began to resume 
its former prospects, these refugees, who had fled their country 
when their services were required, manifested an anxiety to re- 
turn to Newport and resun^e their former position in society. 
John Goodrich, sen.y an American refugee, arrived at Newport 
soon after the peace, and solicited liberty to settle there with 
bis family, and become an inhabitant of the town — oflering, in 
ease permission was granted, to bring twenty sail of vessels, 
and establish himself in mercantile business. But Goodrich 
having taken an active part during the war, by fitting out priva- 
teers, and other obnoxious acts against his countrymen, the town 
voted by a large majority, that he should not be allowed to set- 
tle in the place. He afterwards settled in Bermuda. 

Many at this day would be ready to condemn the action of 
the freemen of Newport, when the principle which governs 
man in all his acts is founded on dollars and cents. But higher 
and weightier considerations influenced their conduct ; they 
had been engaged in a righteous cause, in defending their fire- 
sides from the ruthless invaders of their peace, and they could 
not readily forget the aid and comfort which had been furnished 
the enemy, by a band of traitors, who were legally and consti- 
tutionally bound to put forth their eflforts in the cause of liberty 
and human rights. 

It was no trifling matter which urged our fathers forward, in 
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resistiDg British oppreesion, as every one most be aeosible, who 
has taken pains to investigate the subject An able writer 
has well remarked, '* But these were not the beggarly and 
servile conflicts between a red rose and a white ooe^ not 
whether a weak and inglorious bigot, or a wanton and aban- 
doned debauchee, should be king ; they were not these tem- 
porary bursts of misery, which now and then agitate the 
wretched inhabitants of Constantinople, and which an execution 
will allay without exhibiting any evidence of its justice. They 
sprung from that unbroken spirit, that wild and unfettered 
boldness, that restless, that uncontrollable, that sublime love of 
liberty, which sometimes, indeed, mistakes its means, but never 
loses sight of its object, which, while it seems to endanger, 
often secures that object, and which bums with undiminished 
force, while one generous sentiment lingers in the human breast 
to support it" 

The part which the inhabitants of Newport took in the great 
struggle for liberty and independence, renders their character 
worthy of all praise. They had been early instructed in the 
principles of liberty ; the minds that had colonized this island, 
were imbued with the spirit of freedom, and labored to impress 
it indelibly on the hearts of the people. They could not 
passively submit to political outrages ; they felt that they pos- 
sessed inherent rights, which could not be trampled on with 
impunity, and in the majesty of their strength they resolved to 
conquer or to die. It was a noble resolution, worthy the name 
of Rhode Islanders ; and by their zeal and devotion, aided by 
Omnipotent power, they triumphed. And it is now the " land 
of the free, and the home of the brave." 

The return of peace, once more, gave promise of prosperi^ ; 
the inhabitants of Newport had the satisfaction of knowing that 
they were free and independent, and that a motive now existed 
for them to put forth their energies in endeavoring to recover 
their former prosperity. Commerce once more resumed its 
former activity, and the wharfs, which had been deserted, were 
again in requisition ; the sound of the hammer was now heard, 
giving encouragement to labor. But so heavy had been the 
blow which bad fallen on the ancient town, that the inhabitants 
could not well flatter themselves of being able to arrive to that 
commercial distinction, which she had once enjoyed. 
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In 1784, Newport was incorporated as a city, and on the 
first day of June, of that year, the first choice of city officers 
was had ; the following gentlemen having been chosen on that 
occasion, viz. :-« 

Qeorge Hazard, for Mayor. 

George Champlin, 

Samuel Fowler, . , . 

T» , ^, , ' > Aldermen. 

Feleg Clarke, 

Oliver King Warner, 

Henry Bliss, 
Samuel Freebody, 
John Slocum, 
Bobert Stephens, 
George Sears, 
Nich.P. Tillingha8t,J 

Peleg Barker, City Clerk. 

This form of government being found more expensive, was 
Goon abandoned, and the old form of town government again 
fesumed, in March, 1787, which was a highly sensible and 
Judicious move. 

An attempt was made a few years since, to revive the 
charter form of government, but the freemen of the town, in 
Town Meeting assembled, settled the question, an(^ we would 
hope, for ever. 

It now became necessary to form a system of government, 
embracing the great interest and common welfare of the several 
Colonies. But in order to this, it became requisite for each 
State to surrender a portion of their power to the general 
government ; and this must ever be the case, in a confederated 
form of government 

In* conformity to a resolution of the General Congress, all 
the Colonies, except Ehode Island, chose delegates, to meet in 
Philadelphia, in General Convention, for the purpose of 
deliberating upon, and framing a Constitution. 

It was owing to the state of party feeling in Rhode Island, 
that she was not represented in that body. The motion made 
in the General Assembly, for the appointment of delegates to 
meet in General Convention, having been lost, by a majority 
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of twenty-three against it The opposition lay principally in 
the northern part of the State. 

The course pursued by Ehode Island, in her refusing to come 
into the Union, is a gross reflection on her character ; and we 
would hope, for the honor of Newport, that none of her citizens 
aided in so rebellious an act, having given such convincing 
evidence of her patriotism and love of country. 

Unhappily for the State, a certain class have been found, 
opposing liberal principles, setting up a standard of their own, 
which was in direct conflict with the spirit of republican insti- 
tutions, and which, they flattered themselves, would ultimately 
triumph. Hence, a want of co-operation has been remarkably 
illustrated, in the various attempts at political reform, which 
have so highly distinguished the age, and which God grant 
may never cease, until the rights and liberties of every Ameri- 
can citizen are secured. 

At a meeting of the freemen of Newport, held agreeably to 
the Act of the Assembly, on the fourth Monday in March, 
1778, the day appointed for the several towns in the State to 
hold town meetings, to consider the proposed Constitution, the 
business of the meeting was prefaced by the Moderator, by 
reciting the Acts of Government which were referred to the 
decision of the people. 

The Constitution was then read ; and the Moderator stated 
the proceedings of the General Assembly upon it, since it had 
been transmitted to them. He also informed the town of the 
uniform conduct of tjieir representatives, in endeavoring to 
obtain the appointment of a Convention. 

Several gentlemen entered into an investigation of the Act 
of Assembly ; altering the mode of decision from that recom- 
mended by the General Convention to Congress, and while they 
paid all possible respect to the Legislature who passed the act, 
most unqualified terms. The meeting appointed a Committee 
to draft instructions to our representatives, to endeavor to 
have a Convention called. The meeting was composed of be- 
the principle on which it was founded was reprobated in the 
tween three and four hundred freemen, yet eleven persons only 
voted on the question, ten against, and only one in favor of tho 
Constitution. 

In Providence, only one person voted, and he in the negative. 
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Iq Warwick, and Greenwich, the Federalists, or friends of the 
Ck>n8titutioD, entered a protest against the alteration of the 
mode of decision, as illegal and unprecedented. In Bristol and 
Little Compton, there was a majority in favor of the Constitu- 
tion. The other towns generally gave their voice against it ; 
and not until compelled by the action of the Gener<il Govern- 
ment, did Ehode Island come into the Union. 

The union was not effected until 1790, and until, by Acts of 
Ck>ngress, the commercial relations of Bhode Island were placed 
on a footing with foreign commerce, exacting foreign duties and 
tonnage from our vessels. 

In January, 1790, an Act passed in General Assembly, for 
calling a Convention of the State, which met in Newport the 
following March, when the Constitution was agreed to, and the 
State came into the Confederacy. 

The paper money system was formerly, if not now, a matter 
of partj controversy. Governors were elected or turned out 
of office, as the different interests happened to prevail. The 
commercial interest was invariably opposed to the system, as 
it tended greatly to embarrass trade, and by its depreciation, 
and constant fluctuation, great injustice grow out of the sys- 
tem. Many took advantage of the laws, making it a tender at 
par, to pay debts in depreciated money ; and creditors, who 
had parted with their gold and silver, were compelled to 
receive these shin-plasters, in return for their debts. 

In 1710, the Colony of Ehode Island commenced theMssue 
of paper money, to defray the public expenditure of the war, 
for that year, and after that period, new emissions were made 
from time to time, as circumstances required. ' Sometimes 
paper was issued to replenish the treasury, sometimes to loan 
the people on mortgage, until the increasing amount issued, 
caused it almost constantly to depreciate in current value ; and 
as the money depreciated in value, the emissions were increased, 
until about 1749, when the General Assembly were restricted 
by Parliament from making any more, except under certain 
limitations. 

The various emissions, from time to time, were, at the time for 
which they were issued expired, called in and sunk, they gene- 
rally being made redeemable in some given time. It has been 
estimated that in 1748, there was in circulation in this State, in 
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\7hat waa called old tenor, £500,000. By a report of a Goov 
mittee to the General Aseembly, in 1749, they made the out- 
standing bills, at that time, £320,444 28. 3 l-2d. By a report 
of a Committee to the General Assembly, in 1764, in answer to 
the inquiry of the' Lords Commissioners of Trade, it appears 
there was then in circulation, £30,000, in bills issued to carry 
on the war, equal to £30,000 sterling \ about two-thirds of 
which sum must be called in and sunk in a year from that time, 
after which, they say, £13,000 only of the bills issued to defray 
the expense of the war, will be in circulation, and these, witl^ 
the small remainder of old tenor bills that shall be outstanding, 
will come to a final end in 1767. 

By an Act of Assembly, Sept 1770, the circulation of the old 
tenor bills was prohibited. They were to be brought into the 
treasury and exchanged for treasury notes, at the rate of £8| 
old tenor, for one dollar. In May, 1775, the State having voted 
to raise troops, issued £20,000, in bills, on interest, at two-and- 
a-half per cent, and made them a tender for all debts, 68. 9d, tp 
the ttlver ounce. 

In August of this year, the continental bills, of which there 
were beginning to be large emissions by Congress, were made 
a tender at 6s. per dollar. Emissions pf paper were now firo- 
qnently made by the Colony, and those persons who should 
undervalue the bills, were declared enemies to the public weal, 
and every possible exertion was made during the Bevolution^ry 
war, to sustain their credit and keep up their value. 

In 1776, a Committee of the New-England States recom- 
mended them to emit no more bills of credit, unless absolutely 
necessary ; but to tax or borrow, and if they did emit money, to 
issue bills on interest at four per cent. The General Assembly 
approved this plan, and ordered £40,000 to be hired, in notes 
payable in two years. In 1777, they ordered £50,000 lawful 
money to be hired, and notes given QP ii^terest for the same at 
four per cent. , 

These notes were at first made a legal tender, but was subse- 
quently repealed, and all contracts were to be made in specie. In 
1778 and 1782, acts were passed £6r consolidating the paper money, 
and ordering all notes and bills to be brought into the treasury, 
and interest calculated at six per cent from June, 1778, when they 
were struck out of circulation, and new notes givea on interest 
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On the fettiffi of p^ce in 1783, thek^e w^ iretj littte gold and sil* 
ver in circulation, and nothing to supply ittf pitted as a cifftJulttti)lg 
tnedium. It was cudtotnaty for the merchants tb pay the mechan- 
ics and laborers in their employ, \h tea, SugSit, cdfitee, 6bc., Whidh 
(bey were oblige to take to market, and ^xehatige With the 
Ihtmers for ptotisioiis. And so difficult Was it to faise mOfiey, 
that the fanned tmffet^ed gtratly in having dattle taken ft&kk 
Ihem and sold for payment of taxes. 

This State, ftom its local situation, was exposed, during Che 
war, to the frequent incursions of the enemy. Thbse incursfOlls 
wefe tepelled chiefly by the military of Rhode Island j under the 
direction, and at the expense, (in the first instance,) of the Btato ; 
by reason of which, Rhode Island incurred a mmch larger debt 
Ihhn perhaps any of hel* sister States, in proportion to het* eili- 
mated tate in the valuation of the United States. 

A Committee appointed by the General Assembly, lo inquife 
into the state of the public securities, due from the State) hs- 
ported a debt of £153,047 15s.9fld., of which £106,976 lis. 8R, 
Was on interest at 6 per cent, for treasury notes iteued fbf sot- 
diers' wages, depi'eciation of soldiers' wages, debts due fbt cOH- 
fiscated estates, for money loaned, &c., &c. ; £46,071 48* 6d. of 
Which Was on inteirest at 4 per cent., and Was for debts due 
ftom Government, in 1777. 

In May, 1 786, the paper money party having pl^evalled, abd 
chosen their candidate for Governor, &c., an act was passid for 
emitting £100,000, lawful money, in bills of credit, and msMfig 
the same a legal tender at par, for the payment of debts. The 6 
per cent, debt was consolidated by a scale of depreciation to PShl 
money, at 6s. per dollar, and by an act of Assembly was to be 
paid in the paper emission of 1786, at its nominal value, although 
that had already depreciated to 488. for a dollar. It was pro- 
posed lo consolidate the 4 per cent, debt, at 40s. for one dollar, 
and payable in the same emission at its nominal value. 

In October, 1789, the value of bills emitted in 1786, Was made 
fifteen paper dollars for one of silvef . But gold and silver being 
very scarce, and considering the impracticability of discharging 
debts in specie, it was enacted that t'eal estate of not less 
value than £40, and personal property within the State, might 
be substituted, in the paygient of debts, under certain restric- 
tions. The Governor in his Message to the General Assembly, 
in October, 1791, speaking of the State debt, says : 
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^ This debt was wholly incurred during the late war, in the 
oommon defence of the nation." 

After peace took place, as it was found by experience imprac- 
ticable to discharge it in the ordinary mode of taxes, in gold and 
olver, recourse was had to paper money ; this was issued in 
1786. The holders of State securities were required to receive 
it in payment on penalty of forfeiting the whole amount of their 
respective demands. Owing to the unhappy divisions that pre- 
vailed, it suffered an unusual depreciation, but payments in 
paper were made to nearly the amount of £79,000, and securi- 
ties to the amount of about £48,000, were lodged in the Gen- 
eral Treasury, in consequence of the requisition of the Legisla- 
ture firom bringing them in for the paper money. The specie 
value of the payments thus made in paper, was only about one- 
Bizth part, or perhaps less, of the nominal value, from the great 
depreciation of the paper money. And finally, at the rate of 
about 15 for 1, it became indispensably necessary for the Leg^ 
lature to interpose ; and as an appreciation of the paper at par, 
in the greatiy depreciated state, would have been productive of 
as much, or perhaps more injustice, than its depreciation, the 
Legislature had no alternative but to arrest it as it was ; to re- 
peal the tender, and declare that it should finally be redeemed at 
the rate of 15 for 1. And an act for this purpose, was passed 
October, 1789. 

Li August, last year, Congress assumed $21,500,000 of the 
debt of the several States, including in the assumption $200,000 
of the debt of this State ; and as the sum assumed is charged 
by the United States to the State from which it is assumed, 
if the Legislature had not interposed, those who did not com- 
ply with the requisition for receiving the paper money, would 
have received the whole benefit of this assumption, and a reali- 
zation of the greatest part of their securities ; while those who 
did comply would not only lose five-sixths of their demands, 
but must have contributed their full proportion to the paying 
the whole amount of the securities, which had been confiscated 
as before mentioned. 

In obedience to acts of the General Assembly of this State, 
of January and June of 1795, making provision for the tranafer 
of the stock of the United States, belonging to this State, to the 
individual creditors thereof, the General Treasurer reported as 
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due for certificates issued for various kinds of debts incurred 
during the revolution, and for consolidating the paper money, 
and securities issued for paper money, and for sinking the 4 per 
cent, notes, and including notes issued previous to the Revolu- 
tion, &c., the sum of £503,594 76, of which five-sixths, or 
$419,662 30, was issuable in certificates for funded stock of 
t^e United States, and one-sixth, or $83,932 46, in State cer- 
tificates unprovided for. 

In February, 1803, the General Treasurer reported the above 
$83,932 46, together with additional claims brought in, and 
allowed by the State from time to time, making in all a regis- 
tered State debt of $168,163 71, which debt was afterward 
from time to time reduced, until June, 1804. By his report it 
appeared there was a balance of principal and interest then due 
of $120,949 04, and in a subsequent report in 1807, he reported 
$10,680 14 more of said balance as paid. But a large pro- 
portion of said balance remains to this day unpaid. 

The debt we conceive to be a just one, and the payment 
should no longer be delayed to lawful claimants. These securi- 
ties were received in good faith, and a portion of the demand 
paid, which was a virtual acknowledgment of the debt; and no 
apology can be offered in thus withholding the balance from the 
heirs of those who labored and toiled in their countryls service. 
The idea of repudiation, which in later years has become far too 
common, both with the General and State Governments, should 
receive the withering rebuke of every friend of his country. It 
is unjust and cruel, and has no other justification than that 
might overcomes right. 

In 1784, the General Assembly passed an act, authorizing the 
manumission of negroes, mulattoes, &c., and provided that no 
persons, negroes or mulattoes, bom in the State after the 1st 
day of the year 1 784, shall be slaves for life. The Assembly 
also repealed the clause contained in an act passed in 1774, per- 
mitting slaves brought from Africa to the West Indies, on board 
any vessel belonging to this their Colony, and that could not be 
disposed of in the West Indies, to be brought to this State ; 
and provided that in future no negro or mulatto be brought into 
this State, to be sold or disposed of as a slave. 

In 1 787, the Legislature of Rhode Island passed an act to 
prevent the slave-trade from being carried on from this State, 



256 HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND. 

and for the eDoouragement of the abolition of slayeiy altogether 
within its jurisdiction. 

We have already alluded to this -subject in another part of 
this work, and have shown that the motive for manumitting 
the slaves of Ehode Island, was simply that their owners had 
become convinced that they were no longer profitable, but a bur- 
den upon them. It was not that there existed more moral purity 
in Rhode Island, a greater disregard of pecuniary advantage, 
than was to be found in slaveholding States, that influenced 
themr to this course, but rather that it would be for their inter- 
eat to do away with a system which entailed far more misery 
than good. 

To the honor of Newport, it has never joined in a crusade 
against the South, but admitted that the institutione of the 
South was a matter which belonged exclusively to themselves ; 
and any interference with their domestic concerns, was illegal, 
unconstitutional, and subversive of that Union, which it should 
be the bounden duty of every American to sustain and to per- 
petoata. 

A class of men have lately sprung up who have made the dis- 
oovery, that the laws of Congress conflict with the ^* higher 
law" and that this being the case the former should be trampled 
under foot, while the latter should govern man, (only, however, 
in this particular.) Now, who are these " SinK>n-pures ?'' Will 
it be found on examination that thdr general conduct is shaped 
after the moral law of Gk>d ? In this one point they make use of 
the '* higher law," to efiect their own selfish purposes, without 
the least regard to the prineiples involved in that law, which if 
rightfully understood and faithfully executed, would afford 
scope sufficient for the exercise of their philanthropy, in reliev- 
ing the wretched and the oppressed at their own doora, without 
turning aside to hunt out evils existing in slaveholding States. 
That is a question which exclusively belongs to themselveay and 
with which we of the North have no right to interfere. 

The prophetic warning of the '' Father of his Country," the 
immortal Washington, should be regarded with the deepest in- 
terest by every true patriot at the present critical moment, 
when attempts are making by a class of reckless, unprincipled 
men, to distract, and divide the Union, the labor of ages : 

'* The unity of government, which constitutes you one people. 
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i0 also dear to yoa. It is justly so ; for it is a main pillar in the 
edifice of yoar real iodependeooe-^the support of your tran- 
quUlity at home, your peace abroad, of your prosperity, of that 
very liberty which you so highly prize. But as it is easy to 
foresee that, from diflferent causes and from diflferent quarters, 
much pains will be taken, many artifices employed, to weaken 
in your minds the conviction of this truth, as this is the point 
in your political fortress against which the batteries of internal 
and . external enemies, will be most constantly and actively, 
though often covertly and insidiously directed, it is of infinite 
moment that you should properly estimate the immense value 
of your National Union, to your collective and individual hap- 
piness ; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and immove- 
able attachment to it ; accustoming yourselves to think and 
speak of it as of the palladium of your political safety and pros- 
perity, watching for its preservation with jealous anxiety, dis- 
countenancing whatever may suggest eVen a suspicion that it 
can in any event be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning upon 
the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of 
our country from the rest, and to enfeeble the sacred ties which 
now link together the various parts." 

After the reader has reflected calmly on the sentiments so 
feelingly uttered by the sainted Washington, he must be horror- 
struck on witnessing the gross outrages, the intrigue, and the 
duplicity which is practised by political demagogues to effect 
some sinister purpose. With a self complacency " from the sub- 
lime to the ridiculous/' they will justify their acts of abomina- 
tion, and still boast of their patriotism and love of country, even 
while the blush of conscious guilt should mantle their cheek 
But with an effrontery which defies any appeal to reason or jus- 
tice, they will arrogantly lay claim to honesty of intention, when 
it is self evident that not a particle of generosity, nobleness, or 
patriotism, is to be found in the elements which go to make up 
their character. When such sentiments are unblushingly made, 
so repugnant to liberty and the rights of the Confederacy, viz., 
let the Union be dissolved, they should meet with a simulta- 
neous burst of indignation from every patriot's bosom. 

Newport, after having recovered in some degree from the 
losses incurred in the Eevolution, began to push her foreign and 
domestic commerce. She still had many enterprising merchants 
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left, of whom were Gibbs & Gbanning, who were large ship- 
owners. The Mount Hope, of 600 tons, which at that day was 
one of the largest class of ships, followed the East India trade 
and made many successful voyages. 

The East India, West India, and Russia trade, were prose 
cuted with vigor, and the docks and wharves indicated a de 
gree of commercial prosperity highly gratifying to the inhabi 
tants. Now was again heard the music of the " yeheave-ho,' 
from the active tars who were loading and unloading the num 
erous vessels at the wharves. 

Christopher and George Ghamplin, were merchants of dis- 
tinction, as were also Peleg Clarke, Caleb Gardner, Thomas 
Dennis, on the Point, Stephen T. Northum, who at one period 
owned ten sail, Audley Clarke, Christopher Fowler, Price & 
Easton, Earle & Allston, Robert Robinson, Rhodes & Cahoone, 
Bowen & Ennis, Simon Newton, John Coggeshall, and Gov. 
Simeon Martin. These were all engaged in foreign commerce, 
with many others whom we have not enumerated. There was 
as much enterprise in Newport, at this period, considering her 
capital, as that of any commercial place in the country. In 
1820, the tonnage was estimated at 10,950 tons. 

There was also a sugar-refinery, and seven distilleries in fuU 
blast, which gave constant employment to mechanics and labor- 
ers, many of whom were enabled from their savings to build 
houses, and at the same time to live comfortable. 

There was also a line of New York packets, with splendid 
cabins, handsomely furnished for that day, which did a veiy 
profitable business. Commanders and owners — Edward Pe- 
terson, Nicholas Webster, Stephen Cahoone, two Blisses, Ad- 
ams, John Cahoone (afterwards commander of the Revenue 
Gutter Vigilant,) &c. Bannister's Wharf, which was then their 
dep6t, exhibited a degree of activity which some now living 
can remember \vith satisfaction and pleasure. 

There were some five or six packets which ran daily between 
Newport and Providence. Commanders — Gardner, Heath, 
Bliven, Northup, Pratt, &c. The honor of bringing the Gover- 
nor to election, when a i^ederalist or Whig, devolved on Cap- 
•tain James Gardner, who took great pride in rendering eveiy 
attention to his passengers. Bannister's Wharf was also the 
faeadH}ttarters of these packets. At the head of the wharf was 
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Ctedfrey Wenwood'« bakehouse, noted for the superior qual- 
ity of bread and butter-biscuit with which it su^i^d the nu- 
merous packets, and many of the families of the town. 

In Thafnes-street, fronting the wharf^ was the Coffee-House, 
then kept by " Uncle Tom Townsend," as he was familiarly 
called, which was liberally patronized. On the south side there 
was a brick walk, enclosed with a light fenoe, which was a fine 
promenade \ here merchants, masters of vessels, &c, resorted 
to hear the news, and discuss the affairs of the nation. 

The Misses Duncan, from Scotland, kept a toy shop, the only 
one in the place. It was considered quite a curiosity at that 
day. It stood where Brownell's tin-shop now stands. Forts 
Adams, Wolcott, and Rose Island, were garrisoned, and the 
officers, when in town, assembled at Townsend's Conaer, for by 
that cognomen was it known, until superseded by the name 
of Pelham-street. Then was heard from Fort Wolcott the beat 
of the reveille, warbling its sweetest notes along the shore, 'by 
those inimitable atid graceful performers, the Hoopers, MuUi- 
gin, &c 

The town at this period was on the inorease ; many houses 
were built on the bill and in other sections of the town ; and old 
English hospitality seemed about to revive. The female por- 
tion, at this period, were highly beantiful and accomplished. 
The celebration of Washington's birth-day by a ball in the even- 
ing, was then got up in taste, and was graced by the 6lite and 
fae(hion of Newport, which exhibited traces of the elegance of 
person and the refinement of manners which pre-eminently char- 
acterized the past. But alas, those days of splendor have fled 
— ^fled. In olden time, one of the most pleasant and gratifying 
amusements was a ride on the Island to Congdon^ or CornelPs, 
speak for coflfee, take a turn round the Square or to the Bridge, 
and return back in time to enjoy the splendid repast furnished 
by " miije host." It was no unusual thing to meet there a 
company of twenty or thirty carriages from Newport, including 
Bam Place's hack, which was in constant requisition in sum- 
mer ; and even at this late period, we remember with delight 
Aunt Hannah Comeirs " shovel cakes," floating with new made 
butter, plum-cake, dried beef, etc., sufficient to satisfy the most 
delicate appetite, all furnished for the small sum of twenty-five 
oents. Mr. Congdon amassed a sufficiency to purchase him a 
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fann in Connecticut, where he afterwards removed. The house 
formerly kept bj him has been taken down, and a new one now 
supplies its place. Moses Lawton, Esq., is the present proprie- 
tor, but the old associations have nearly vanished by the change. 

" Onr early dajs ! How ofltn btek 
We tain om life's bewildering trmek, 
To where o'er bill ftod ralley pUyi 
The mmligbt of our early dayi." 

The Spanish brig Minerva, Angel Cifuenter master, bound 
to Bristol, K. I., was wrecked on Brenton^s Reef, on the ntght 
of the 24th of December, 1810. The vessel was totally lost 
Three pipes of rum and eight casks of Catalonia wine were 
saved, as appears from the Custom House Entries. 

This event occurred in one of the most violent storms on re- 
cord. It blew a perfect hurricane, accompanied with a driving 
snow-storm, which rendered it impossible to afford the bng and 
crew the least assistance. It was truly solemn to hear the min- 
ute guns, which continued their mournful sound as long as the 
brig held together. Soon, however, the sound ceased, and the 
orew were submerged in the briny deep. Ten perished, includ- 
ing every officer, and nine were saved. The shore was covered 
with the fragments of the wreck, and its contents. There was 
a large amount of specie on board, which was never recoveredi 
though attempts were made with the diving bel), but without 
success. Three of the bodies of those who perished were re- 
covered, viz., Captain, mate, and cook, and were buried near 
by, on the Castle Hill farm. 

But no sooner had Newport begun to prosper than the politi- 
oal horizon began to be darkened, and war with Great Britain 
seemed inevitable. Not being satisfied with having received 
some severe chastisement, she was determined to invade our 
rights by impressing American seamen, and by this and oth^ 
•cts of hostility to drive us to take up arms in defence of our 
sacred libeirties, which our forefathers had fought, bled, and 
died to acquire. These acts were done in violation of treaties 
entered into by the respective governments. Great Britain ha» 
been justly chargeable with aiming to subvert and to overthrow 
every goTemment which was found<»d on the principlee of lib- 
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erty and the rigbts of man. This country stood forth, a beacon 
light, to shame and confound the principles of monarchical forma 
of government, and she vainly flattered herself that by dividing 
the North and South, she might yet effect the subjugation of 
these United States. But if, when we were short of three mil- 
lions of people, and without military resources, we could drive 
them from our shores, what possibility existed of their success ? 
Only, as has been before observed, by dividing the Union. Let 
Gk^at Britain not imagine, for a moment, that the elements of 
character which go to make up this confederacy can ever be 
divided, when a foreign enemy attempts to invade our shores. 
There may be differences of opinion among ourselves, but when 
the third party attempts to use their influence, it will be like the 
quarrels of man and wife — ^both will fail upon her, and drive her 
to destruction. 

There are redeeming traits of character in this nation, which 
do not exist elsewhere ; and the nations of Europe dp not per- 
fectly understand our political institutions. Hence, when con- 
troversy — it may be, angry controversy— exists in our national 
councils, as has been the case of late, they stand ready to be- 
lieve that the speedy overthrow of this Union is at hand. 
When we consider, however, that the principles of our republic 
originated with men of sterling virtue, of noble patriotism, we 
have reason to believe that the God of heaven will preserve it 
from every unhallowed touch, and render this nation an instru- 
ment in His hands in the accomplishment of His purposes, in 
the redemption of the world from a despotism which now holds 
so large a portion of the great brotherhood of mankind, in its 
iron grasp. 

In 1812, the American government formally declared war 
with Great Britain, when Newport was again exposed to all the 
apprehensions of being visited by a hostile foe, whose ships of 
war were frequently seen during its continuance, hovering round 
her shores. A memorial was sent from Newport to the Gene- 
ral Government, setting forth her exposed and defenceless con- 
dition in case of an invasion. But littie regard was paid to it, 
for we had hardly a corporaPs guard from the-General Govern- 
ment. But fortunately, Newport was not much annoyed by 
the enemy. Our militia and independent companies were all 
that Newport had to depend upon for protection, for aome time 
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after war vrm declared, the Ooyeminent having drawn awaj 
the United States troops stationed in the forts of her harbor. 
Bat notwithstanding this impolitic measure, the inhabitants 
were resolved to repel any attempts made by the enemy, and 
their forces were ever ready to repair to their posts, on any 
alarm. One day, towards evening, the British fleet, which lay 
but a short distance south of the Island, made demonstrations 
as though it was their des^ to enter the harbor. The tele- 
graph, which was erected oo high land in the neck, gave the 
eoncerted signal, and the inhabitants of the town were thrown 
into great consternation. The military were instantly mustered, 
and with beat of drum, and swords flourishing, and bayonets 
glistening, they marched by the 2d Baptist Church, who thai 
evening had a lecture, which so terrified the congregation that 
they immediately broke up. It was quite a busy night, but 
nobody was hurt The ships wore about, and stood oS to their 
usual plaee of rendezvous. The British ships obtained all the 
provisions they required from the farmers who resided near the 
shore ; it was impossible for them, in their defenceless state, to 
prevent it And if they had not sold it to them, they would 
have taken it by force. Fishing boats from Newport were 
compelled to sell their fish, or have them taken from them by 
the enemy. It is said that they procured the newspapers wet 
from the press, by which they obtained the weekly intelligence. 
The principal seat of war lay South, while the North escaped 
the horrofs of war in a great degree. 

On the 6th of December, the inhabitants of Newport had 
the pleasure of seeing -the British frigate Macedonian arrive in 
the harbor, a prize to the American frigate United States, Cap- 
tain Stephen Decatur. Her wounded were landed at Coaster's 
Harbor, and conveyed to the hospital on* the Island ; th^ re- 
cmved every attention their situation demanded. At the com- 
mencement of hostilities, the British' blockaded the coast of 
America — ^at first the southern coast, but afterwards it extend- 
ed as far north as the east end of Long Island Sound. This 
gave the ports of Massachusetts and Rhode Island the advan- 
tage of the neutral trade, until the blockade of the whole Amer 
loan coast 

Newport for a while enjoyed a large shilre of the trade, and 
the arrival and clearances of the neutral vessels, the sale of 
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their cargoes, &c., gave eroplojmeDt to many of her citizens. 
The inhabitants of Newport took the precaution to send from 
the Island the records of the town, made since the revolution. 
They were deposited with the town of South Kingston, for safe 
keeping, where they remained until peace was again proclaimed. 
The Banks of Newport also removed their specie from the 
town. 

The late Commodore Oliver H. Perry, was a descendant of 
Thomas Hazard, the first settler, in the sixth degree. Ray- 
mond, father of the Commodore, was the son of Judge Free- 
man Perry, who married the daughter of Oliver Hazard, of 
South Kingston. The Commodore was named after his mater- 
nal great-grandfather, Oliver Hazard. 

Commodore Peny had a most expressive and charming 
countenance, which, added to his graceful form, rendered him 
an object of admiration. He possessed a noble spirit, a gene- 
rous expansion of soul, and an understanding chaste and 
refined ; while Hberality, gratitude, and generosity, were the 
aspiring virtues of his heart. He took the most lively interest 
in the welfare and prosperity of Newport, and through his in- 
fluence, many natives of the town were elevated to posts of 
honor and distinction. 

The present Commodore, M. C. Perry, brother of the late 
naval hero, was born in Newport, Bhode Island. This gallant 
officer has distinguished himself in the Mexican war, and he 
alone of the five brothers, Oliyer H., Raymond, Alexander, and 
Nathaniel, all of the United States' navy, survives. 

We have alluded to the pedigree of Commodore Perry, before 
adverting to his naval career, which so highly distinguished 
him, and added fresh laurels to his country's glory. In 1813, 
he left Newport, with a detachment of seamen from the gun- 
boats in the harbor, to take the command of the American 
squadron on Lake Erie. On the arrival of Capt. Perry at the 
lake, there was no squadron there, and it was found that 
measures must be immediately taken to construct a fleet, 
which should be able to grapple with the British lion. Capt. 
Perry had taken with him some ship carpenters from Newport, 
and such was the rapidity in felling trees, and preparing the 
requisite materials, that the work was soon completed, and the 
vessels ready for service. 
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Ab this was a battle fought, and a victory wod, principally 
by natives of Newport, it requires a more particular notice. 
It was on the 10th of September, 1813, when the struggle 
4>etween the British and American squadrons for the victory, 
took place. It was a moment of painful anxiety, as, on the 
issue, very much depended. The American squadron consisted 
of nine vessele, carrying 54 guns ; that of the British, of six 
vessels, and 63 guns. 

There was in all, five hundred and two men in the British 
squadron, and deducting those on the sick list, we know for 
certainty that there were four hundred and fifty in health when 
it went into action. The Americans numbered by the muster- 
roll, four hundred and fifty, of whom one hundred and sixteen 
were sick on the morning of the action. Say that sixteen of 
these sick Americans came on deck and took part in the battle, 
it would leave us with one hundred fighting men less than the 
British. 

The circumstances under which the battle was fought, gave 
to the British the full benefit of their substitution of length of 
gun for calibre. 

Perry, before the battle commenced, went round the deck, 
carefully examining his battery gun by gun, to see that every 
thing was in order, stopping at each, and exchanging words 
with the captains. For all he had some pleasant joke, or some 
expression of encouragement Seeing some of the Constitu- 
tion's, he said to them, " Well, boys ! are you ready ?" " All 
ready, your honor," was the brief reply, with a general touch 
of the hat. " But I need not say anything to you," he added, 
«you know how to beat those fellows !" Passing on, with a 
amile of recognition, he exclaimed, *' Ah, here are the Newport 
boys ! they will do their duty, I warrant" Having mounted 
on a gun slide, and calling his crew about him, he thus briefly 
addressed them : " My brave lads," at the same time unfurl- 
ing a flag, '* this flag contains the last words of Capt Lawrence ! 
Shall I hoist it?" "Ay ! ay I sir!" resounded from ever}' 
voice in the ship, and the flag was briskly run up to the main- 
royal-mast-head of the Lawrence. 

The line of battle was formed at eleven, and at a quarter 
before twelve, the enemy's flag-ship. Queen Charlotte, opened 
a tremendous fire upon the Lawrence, the flag-ship of Commo- 
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dore Perry, which was stationed by the latter full ten minutes 
before she could bring her carronades to bear. At length she 
bore up and engaged the enemy, making signals to the remain- 
der of the squadron, to hasten to her support. Unfortunately, 
the wind was too light to admit of a compliance to the order, 
and she was compelled to contend, for two hours, with two 
ships of equal force. By this time the brig had become un- 
manageable, and her crew, excepting four or five, were either 
killed or wounded. 

While thus surrounded with death, and destruction still 
pouring in upon him, Perry left the brig, now only a wreck, in 
an open boat, and heroically waving his sword, passed unhurt to 
the Niagara, of twenty guns. The wind now rose, and order- 
ing every canvass to be spread, he bore down upon the enemy, 
passing the euemy^s vessels, Detroit, Queen Charlotte, and 
Lady Prevost on the one side, and the Chippewa and Little 
Belt on the other, into each of which ho poured a bk*oadside ; 
he at length engaged the Lady Prevost, which received so 
heavy a fire, as to compel her men to retire below. The 
remainder of the American squadron, now, one after another, 
arrived, and following the example of their intrepid leader, 
now closed in with the enemy, and the battle became general. 
Three hours finished the contest, and enabled Perry to an- 
nounce to General Harrison the capture of the whole squadron, 
which he did in this modest, laconic, and emphatic style, *^ We 
have met the enemy, and they are ours." The loss in the con- 
test was great, in proportion to the numbers engaged. The 
Amencans had twenty-seven killed, and ninety-six wounded ; 
but the British loss was still greater, being about twQ hundred 
in killed and wounded. 

The following persons, belonging to Newport, were engaged 
in the battle, viz. : — 

OFFICERS : 

Commodore OKver H. Perry, 



A. Perry, 
Daniel Turner, 
William V. Taylor, 
Thomas Brownell, 



Thomas Almy, 
Thomas Breeze, 
Peleg Dunham, 
Stephen Champlin. 
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PETTY OFFICERS AND SEAMEN I 



George Cornell, Carpenter, 
Wilson Mays, ditto's mate, 
Lemuel Palmer, 
George Southwick^ 
Joseph Southwick, 
John Lawton, 

And many others, not recollected at this distant period. 



— Allen, 

John Coddington, 

Isaac Peckham, 

J. Phillips, 

Hannibal Colins, colored. 



The above list was furnished the author by Capt Thomas 
Brownell, who, with the others, highly distinguished himself 
in that memorable battle. 

There was one individual who kept at a respectful distance 
in the battle, and that was Commodore Elliott While Perry 
was engaged in the hottest of the fight, and had to abandon 
the Lawrence, she having become unmanageable, and all of the 
crew but four or ^yq either killed or wounded, Elliott labored 
to |)luck the laurels from the victor's brow, to grace his own ; 
but. his ungentlemanlike course of conduct, only tended to throw 
him further into the shade, and exalt Commodore Perry in the 
estimation of his countrymen. 

To show that Commodore Perry was not deceived in the 
high opinion which he had formed of the ** Newport boys," we 
will give an anecdote, taken from the " Life of Commodore O. 
H. Perry, by Alex. Slidell Mackenzie, U.S.N." ^" There was 
a young man from Newport, named Wilson Mays, and rated a 
carpenter's mate. He was much reduced by the lake sicknete, 
and entirely unfit for duty : but, while the crew were going to 
quarters he came on deck. Ho was directed to go below, as 
being too sick to render service ; but he remarked, th at the 
vessel was short of men, and that he could supply the place of 
a well-man, by sitting on the pumps, where he was st»tioned, 
and using the sounding rod. The poor fellow was killed ^n 
that situation." 

On the 4th of October, 1813, a small British privateer, called 
the Dart, which had been hovering about the harbor of New- 
port, was seen, having in company a ship, a brig, and schooner, 
which she had detained. The revenue cutter, Vigilant, Capt 
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John Cahooiie, was maDned with volunteers from Newport, and 
seamen from the gun-boats, and went out in pursuit of her. 
They soon came up with and carried her, after a slight resist- 
ance, and brought her into Newport. The first lieutenant of 
the Dart was killed. The capture of this privateer was un- 
questionably the means^ of saving a large amount of property 
from being captured. 

The sloop Providence, a privateer of eight guns, and manned 
principally by citizens from Newport, viz. : John Trevett, 
lieutenant, Peleg Hull, sailing master, Edward Clanning, Henry 
Clanning, John Scranton, &c. In the course of the war, she 
captured many valuable prizes ; and, in one of her cruizes, she 
entered the harbor of New Providence, when a detachment of 
men, under the command of Lieutenant Trevett surprised the 
fort, and there being but few men in the garrison, resistance 
was useless. Scranton at once climbed the flag-stafif, and flung 
out the American banner to the breeze. They then dispatched 
an order to the Governor, to furnish instanter a dinner for thirty 
officers, or, otherwise, they would turn the guns and batter 
down the town. The order was quickly complied with, and 
turtle-soup was one of the dishes provided for the occasion, 
when the officers regaled themselves to their hearts' content 
Afler remaining in quiet possession of the fort three days, they 
then spiked the cannon, returned on board, and soon sailed out 
of the harbor. It was an adroit and gallant movement, con- 
ndering there were but twenty-eight men, all told, engaged in 
the enterprise. 

In the War of the Revolution, Bhode Island furnished more 
men, in proportion to her ability, than any of the thirteen 
Colonies. 

A vessel, called the Wampoa, loaded with French brandy, 
was driven on the Narragansett shore by a British armed ves- 
sel ; the inhabitants turned out to defend her from the British 
boats, who were attempting to destroy her. The militia of 
Narragansett succeeded in saving the cargo, which was brought 
round to Newport, and sold. 

A wealthy gentleman purchased a pipe of it, on account of 
its superior quality. The society of which he was a member, 
had long considered that he was in the too frequent practice 
of using alcoholic drinks; a committee was accordingly ap- 
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pointed to wait on him, and labor to persuade him to cease 
from the evil and pernicious habit. He received them with all 
that courtesy which distinguished the gentleman, and as the 
day was unusually cold, and they had rode quite a distance, he 
very soon ordered his servant to bring in some of the " Warn- 
poa." They partook of it very lightly^ but soon the effect was 
quite visible, and they forgot entirely the object of their mis- 
sion. At the next annual meeting there was a gift of $100, 
. which acted as a quietus, and the gentleman died in full fellow- 
ship with the society. ^ 

In December, the President of the United States, in a 
message to Congress, says, " The tendency of our commercial 
and navigation laws, in their present state, to favor the en^sy, 
and thereby prolong the war, is more and more developed by 
experience. 8up['lics of the most essential kind find their i^ay, 
not only to British ports and British armies at a distance, but 
the armies in our neighborhood, with which our own are 
contending, derive from our ports and outlets, a subsistence 
attainable with difficulty, if attainable at all from other sources. 
Even the fleets and troops infesting our coasts and waters, are 
by like supplies accommodated, and encouraged in their peda- 
tory and incursive warfare." 

Much of this was to be attributed to the want of action, on 
the part of the Federal Government, in not placing the coast 
in a proper state of defence. It has been already remarked, 
that if the people had not disposed of their produce, for a 
proper equivalent, that the enemy would have taken it by 
force. An embargo was immediately laid by Congress on all 
vessels, except neutrals, which were permitted to depart, pro* 
vided they carried nothing with them but sea stores. 

The embargo at once suspended all business, and the streets 
of Newport wore a sad and gloomy appearance. 

On the 30th of May, 1814, a Swedish brig, from St Barts, 
attempting to violate the blockade, was chased on shore by the 
British armed brig, Nimrod, in the East Passage, on Smith's 
Beach. The next morning the Nimrod came to anchor about 
a mile from the shore, and sent a barge to set fire to th^ brig, 
which they effectually accomplished. Whether they sustained 
any loss of life, was not exactly known. Every exertion was 
made by the militia of Middletown, the artillery company of 
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Newport, under the commaDd of Colonel Fry, and a detachment 
of seamen from the United States flotilla, to prevent it ; but 
having nothing but SQiall arms with them, their efforts were 
ineffectual. It would have been far more politic to have taken 
the brass fleld-piece belonging to the Artillery Company; the 
night previous, and thrown up a breast-work which would "have 
prevented the success of the enemy. The Nimrod fired about 
200 cannon-balls, one of which killed Mr. John Smith of tie 
Middletown militia, took off the leg of Isaac Basset, a seaman 
belonging to the flotilla, and knocked down Oliver Wood. 

The skill and nerve of Doctor William Turner, was displayeti 
on this occasion, when the chicken-heart of another had failed. 
He in a very few moments amputated and dressed the leg of 
Basset, proving his superiority as a surgeon. The boys who 
had assembled ou the beach would, the very moment the shot 
struck, commence digging them out of the sand, and some made 
a profitable day's work of it, for Greene Burroughs was ready 
to cash them. 

A few days previous to this, the barges of the Nimrod had 
chased two sloops on shore in the east passage ; but the militia 
of Little Compton having assembled in considerable numberB, 
they were prevented from taking possession of them. The 
sloops were got off*, and proceeded up the river. 

In June, 1814, the General Assembly passed an act author- 
izing the Town Councils of the several seaport towns to cause 
the shipping to be removed from their wharves and harbors, 
whenever by them it should be thought advisable. The Town 
Council of Newport accordingly,' ordered the shipping to be re- 
moved, lest it should be an inducement for the enemy to visit 
Newport. 

In July, 1814, the Artillery Company of the town of New- 
port, under command of Col. Benjamin Fry, took possession of 
Fort Green, at the north end of Washington-street, on the 
Point, by order of the United States Government. The com- 
pany, rank and file, numbered about one hundred and fifty men. 
Col. Fry was to have the entire command of the fort, and the 
company to be under the control of the Governor of the State. 
While the company were in possession of the fort, they kept it 
in fine order; the parade ground was gravelled, &c., by the 
labor of the company, and they were ready to defend the town 
in case of invasion. 
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DABTMOOB PRISON. 

I 

In the course of the war of 1812, one of the sods of Capt 
Bvan Halbom, was taken prisoner by the British and confined 
in Dartmoor prison. He wished the keeper to take a note to 
Lord Stanhope ; the keeper seemed greatly surprised at his 
presumed acquaintance with so illustrious a personage ; without 
condescending to enter into particulars, he urged the forward- 
ing of the note, which was complied with, and on its reception 
Lord Stanhope repaired to the prison with all possible haste, in 
his State carriage, attended by his servants in livery, when 
orders were instantly issued for the liberation of Mr. Holbom 
from confinement. 

Having lost his all, he stood in need of pecuniary aid, which 
was quickly furnished by Lord Stanhope, whb placed at his dis- 
posal fifty guineas, in order that he might clothe himself in a 
manner becoming his rank and as a relative of his wife. He 
was then taken to his princely mansion, where he tarried for 
a few weeks, enjoying the munificent hospitality of the noble 
Lord. When the period for his leaving had arrived, funds 
were furnished, and a free passport granted him to America. 
They were phased by a British manof-war, and in the confu* 
rion he forgot his passport, the vessel was run on shore, and he 
at last arrived home, having, however, again lost his all, which 
a moment's thought might have prevented. Lord Stanhope's 
bust still occupies a place over ihe mantle-piece in the Malbom 
house, now owned and occupied by James B. Newton, Esq. 

The entrance to the harbor was also garrisoned about this 
time, by the enlisted State Ck>rpe, under command of Ck>L John 
Wood, father of Dr. Wood of the U. S. Army. These poets 
were occupied until the proclamation of peace. 

Provisions, in the time of the war, were extravagantly high ; 
flour sold for $15 00 per barrel, meal $2 00 per bushel, molaa- 
ses $2 00 per gallon, sugar and coffee 2s. per lb., and so in pro- 
portion with all articles of merchandize. The difficulty of obtain- 
itig every kind of articles, owing to the coast being so comfdetely 
blockaded, was one great cause of the high price of provi- 
sions. As there was litUe or nothing doing in Newport,' during 
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a great part of the war, it rendered the condition of the labpring 
classes very trying. Newport had every reason to wish for the 
termination of a war so injurious to her commercial prosperity. 
On the 14th of February, 1815, the joyful news of peace was 
proclaimed by the merry peal of bells, the roar of cannon, and 
the display of the military. In the evening, a most splendid 
and general illumination of the town took place, and a display 
of paper lanterns with emblematic devices, suspended in the 
streets, which, notwithstanding the great quantity of snow that 
had fallen, were thoroughly promenaded by nearly all the inhabi- 
tants of the place. 

This war, though of short duration, was signalized by many 
splendid victories, both by land and sea, and proved that Great 
Britain was not invincible. Having been so long mistress of 
the ocean, she felt an assurance that she should be able to sweep 
the ocean of everything that floated, and capture our vessels 
of war, whenever fortune should throw them in her way. ^ But 
in this she was most egregiounly disappointed. The victories 
of Hull, Decatur, Porter, and Jones, on the ocean, and Peny 
and Lawrence on the lakes, evidenced to the British, that they 
had an enemy to compete with, who proved themselves their 
superiors. The arrogance of the English nation has never been 
equalled ; assuming to control the destinies of the world, she 
looked on this growing republic with jealousy, and flattered her- 
self that she might yet be able to humble her pride, and subject 
her to British domination. 

At a meeting of the merchants, manufacturers, shipowners, 
and underwriters, in the city of Glasgow, in 18 14, it was de- 
clared by them : " There is reason to believe, in the short space 
of twenty-four months, above eight hundred vessels have been 
captured by a power whose maritime strength we have hitherto 
held in contempt. The number of privateers that infest our 
coast, and the audacity with which they approach our shores, 
and their success, is humiliating to our pride." And they fur- 
ther say : " Our nation have declared the whole coast of America 
in blockade, and it is mortifying that our ships cannot traverse 
our own channels in safety. Insurance cannot be eflected, but 
at an excessive premium." 

The war of 1812, demonstrated to the British Government 
our maritime power, and that it was a fruitless attempt to labor 
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to overcome us, and we trast that England will learn a wise les- 
son fi*om the past, and never again attempt to come in collision 
with America, whose power is gigantic, and whose overthrow 
is impossible. 

Rhode Island can justly boast of having furnished a Greene 
for her country, in the war of the Hevolution, who in rank and 
generalship, was second to none, save the immortal Washington 
himself And the war of 1812, brought forth and contributed 
to her country's glory, the mighty energies of her gallant Perry. 

Mr. Hunter, who was then Senator to Congress from Rhode 
Island, in a speech in the Senate of the United States, on the 
resolutions complimentary of Commodore Perry's victory, said : 
"While I hold in my hand this resolution expressive of a nation's 
gratitude toward this youthful Rhode Island hero, for his deliv- 
erance of the West, I can point the other to the likeness of that 
illustrious Rhode Island veteran, (alluding to the likeness of 
Qen. Greene, in the Senate,) who in the sacred war of the Revo- 
lution, saved the South, and accelerated and ascertained the in- 
dependence of his country." 

The sentiments expressed by Mr. Hunter were truly patri- 
otic, evincing his love of country, and that he gloried in the suc- 
cess of the American arms over a foreign enemy. 

The brilliant career of Commodore Perry was short He died 
in the 34th year of his age, August 23d, A. D., 1819, on board 
the 17. S. schooner. Nonsuch, at the moment the schooner 
was entering the harbor of Port Spain, in the island of Trini- 
dad. He died of the yellow fever, contracted at Angostura, 
where he had been transacting business for our Government 
His remains were interred on the 24th, at Port Spain, with 
every mark of respect from Sir Ralph Woodford, Qbyemor of 
Trinidad,' and the inhabitants of the place. 

The body was landed from the John Adams, where it had 
been removed from the schooner, under a salute of minute guna 
fh>m that ship. When it reached the shore, the Fort of St 
Andrews continued the ceremony, until the long procession, ac- 
companied by the band of the 3d West India regiment, playing 
the dead march in Saul, reached the burial place. After the 
funeral, the following card was published by the American offi- 
cers: 

'' The officers of the United States vessels, John Adams and 
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Nonsuch, tender their grateful acknowledgments to the inhabi- 
tants of Port Spain, for their kind and respectful attention to 
tibe funeral rites bestowed on the body of their late Commander, 
Ck)mmodore Perry." 

The disposition manifested by all classes, was highly in uni- 
son with their feelings, and merited their warmest thanks. 

Commodore Perry, at the time of his death, was engaged in 
executing the duties of a " highly flattering command, involv- 
ing diplomatic and naval functions of critical nicety and impor- 
tance." President Monroe, in his message to Congress in De- 
cember following, referring to several acts and orders for the 
protection of our commerce, and the suppression of the slave 
trade, says, " In the execution of the duty imposed by these 
acts, and of high trust connected with it, it is with deep regret 
I have to state the loss which has been sustained by the death 
of Commodore Perry.' His gallantry in a brilliant exploit in 
the late war, added to the renown of his country ; his death is 
deplored as a national misfortune." 

The remains of Commodore Perry arrived at Newport from 
Trinidad, in the sloop of war Lexington, and were landed on 
Overing's Wharf, on Monday, Nov. 27, 1826, and on the follow- 
ing Monday, Dec. 4th, were interred in the common burial 
place, with the honors due to his rank and character. The mil- 
itary companies of Providence, Pawtucket, and Bristol, attend- 
ed the procession with the companies of Newport. The Qov- 
• emor, and other officers of the State, with several distinguished 
naval and military officers, were present, and the vast assem- 
blage of citizens testified their respect to the character of their 
fellow-townsman. The State of Ehode Island has since erect- 
ed a monument in honor of the memory of this lamented and 
gallant officer. 

The 23d of September, 1815, was rendered memorable by a 
most awful and destructive gale, which swept away and laid 
prostrate almost everything in its course. The Newport Mer- 
cury says : "The gale commenced early in the morning, at north- 
east, and continued increasing in violence, the wind varying from 
northeast to southeast, and southwest, until about eleven o'clock, 
when it began to abate, and about one o'clock the danger from 
the wind and tide was over." At Newport, the tide rose throe 
feet and a half higher than it had ever been known beforo 
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Two dwelling houses, and nine stores and workshops, on the 
Long Wharf, were swept away by the violence of the wind and 
tamult of the waves ; and those that withstood the power of 
this desolating scourge, were rendered almost untenable, by 
vessels, lumber, &c., driving against them. Several of the 
stores carried away, contained a considerable amount of . pro- 
perty, nearly the whole of which was lost. 

In one of the buildings carried away on the Long Wharf, 
five persons perished. The wharves on the Point, and most of 
the stores with them, were swept away. The wharves in other 
ports of the town, also, with the stores on them, sustained con- 
siderable injury, and everything moveable on the wharves was 
swept away. In some of the stores, the water was four feet 
deep. 

A large three-story store, containing hemp, flour, &c., was 
lifted from its foundation, and floated into the harbor. The 
steeples of the 1st and 2nd Congregational churches were par- 
tially blown down, and the roofs of the Episcopal and First Con- 
gregational churches wei^e partly carried away. At the Beach, 
the storm was sublimely awful ; the sea broke sixty feet, extend- 
ing to Eoston^s pond. Mr. John Irish, who had repaired to the 
beach to secure his boats and seines, was swept away and per- 
ished. 

The stone bridge, connecting the Island with Tiverton on the 
main, was damaged to the amount of $20,000, and rendered 
wholly impassable. The draw and tollhouse were carried 
away; a new channel, about three hundred feet wide, was 
made at the West end of the bridge, and where the tollhouse 
had stood, the water was thirty feet deep at low tide. The 
light-house on Point Judith was swept away, with several other 
houses in its vicinity. The Ehode Island Eepublican says : 
" So great and general has been the devastation of property, 
that it is found impossible to give a correct account of the ex- 
tent of the damage. '* 

After the storm, it was found that the outside of windows 
were covered with a fine salt, conveyed from the ocean through 
the air: This was also noticed for many miles inland, after the 
gale. The shipping in the harbor were driven from their an- 
chorage, and went ashore. Some lying at the wharves, were 
lifted on them by the violence of the wind and tide, and left 
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there. Pour sloops were thrown on the Long Wharf, and a 
sloop loaded with wood went over the wharf into the oove. No 
one, unless they had been a spectator of the scene, oould form 
an adequate conception of its wide-spread desolations. If the 
tide had not turned as it did, it would have swept everything 
before it 



INSTITUTIONS HIGHLY CREDITABLE TO THE TOWN. 

There have been many improvements made in and about 
Newport, of late years, and there are several flourishing insti- 
tutions, highly creditable to the town. Among them the Sav- 
ings' Bank, the Asylum for the Poor, and the Public Schools 
stand the most prominent. The Savings' Bank of Newport 
was incorporated by Charter granted by the General Assembly 
at the June session, 1819, and went into operation soon after. 
It is a singular circumstance that the success of similar estab- 
lishments in other places, induced a philanthropic citizen to pro* 
cure every information necessary for the establishment of a 
Savings' Bank in Newport ; when, by an article published in 
one of the newspapers of the town, he invited those who were 
inclined to favor the undertaking, to meet at the State House, 
and take the subject into consideration. At this meeting, tea 
or twelve persons only assembled ; they chose a chairman and 
secretary, and the information that had been received was com- 
municated. A committee of correspondence was appointed Uy 
obtain further information from similar establishments, and the 
meeting adjourned. There were several subsequent meetings, 
at which not more than six or seven persons, including the 
chairman and clerk, attended. At these meetings, the commit- 
tee of correspondence reported progress, and the meeting was 
adjourned from time to time, until the charters, by-laws, &c., of 
several institutions of the kind had been received, and every 
necessary information obtained and reported by the committee 
of correspondence. A committee of three was then appointed 
to draft a charter for the Savings' Bank of Newport, and a pe- 
tition to the General Assembly to pass an act granting it, and a 
committee was appointed to obtain signatures to the petition, 
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and present it to General Assembly. Notice was given in the 
papers when the next meeting would be held, and the object of 
it ; and all who were favorable to the project were invited to 
attend. This caused a meeting of a considerable number of 
citizens who were favorable to the undertaking, but who had 
not before attended the meetings. They were pleased with 
the plan, and the progress made in the establishment, and 
joined heartily in its support. At this period, a number of ihe 
Directors of the Banks in Newport came forward, ami used 
every argument in their power to persuade those who origina- 
ted the project, and those who had united with them, to aban- 
don it — assigning as a reason, that there would not be sufficient 
deposited to render it profitable. The charter was granted, 
and at the first meeting of the Corporation, twenty-four Direc- 
tors were chosen, all of whom, except one, accepted the appoint- 
ment. At a subsequent meeting of the Directors, they elected 
a President, and appointed a Treasurer and Secretary, and the 
Savings' Bank of Newport went int^o operation. At the first 
meeting of the Board, more than $1,000 had been deposited. 
Since its establishment, hundreds of thousands of dollars have 
been deposited, and occasionally withdrawn with interest, by 
depositors. At this time, September, 1850, the number of de- 
posits are near one thousand (nine hundred and eighty-six), and 
the amount in deposits is $163,395. The depositors are chiefly 
minors, girls out at service, laborers, seamen, and operatives in 
the manufactories, saved from their earnings. The money de- 
posited is invested in bonds and mortgage on real estate, and in 
bank stock. The mterest on the sum now in deposit amounts, 
at 6 per cent., to over $9,800 per year. The institution, since 
its establishment, has never paid less than 5 per cent, interest 
per annum, to the depositors. At this time, and for some time 
past, a semi-annual dividend is declared, of 3 per cent on all 
sums that have been in three months after a dividend has been 
declared ; that which is not called for is, at the end of three 
months, added to the sum deposited by each depositor. The 
institution is well managed, and has attained a high reputation 
The philanthropic citizen who first proposed its establishment, 
is a descendant from one of the ancient families of Newport, 
bom before the Revolution, being now near eighty years of age. 



♦«# 



▲8TLUM FOR THE POOR. 277 

He was chosen as one of the first Directors of the Bank, and 
has been annually reelected from that time to the present 



THE ASTLUM FOB THE POOR 

This is an establishment worthy of commendation and 
praise, as a humane institution, highly creditable to the town. 
The former Poor establishment was, for many years, an alms- 
house and work-house connected. It was located on the west 
side of the common burying ground, where the abject poor, the 
lame, the blind, and the insane were sent by the overseers of 
the poor. Those who were able to do something towards their 
support, were employed (by the keeper appointed by the town) 
in the work-house, in spinning, picking oakum, &c. To those 
whose feelings of humanity induced them occasionally to visit 
the establishment, the inmates always complained of ill fare, 
and of not having sufficient food:' Be this as it may, they were 
meanly clad, and all who were sent there went stricken with the 
idesL that their next removal would be to the. adjacent burial 
ground. A part of those who were able to hobble out, were 
allowed daily, except Sundays, to roam the streets in their rags, 
and the town was constantly, to its disgrace, infested with beg- 
gars, to the great annoyance of the citizens and visiting stran- 
gers. Those poor who could partly suppoii; themselves by 
their labor, were allowed pensions by the town, of from ^ftj 
cents to a dollar a week, to aid them in their support, which, 
together with the almshouse expenses, occasioned a heavy tax 
on the people, of which they complained, but knew not how to 
remedy. It was for many years in contemplation to alter and 
improve the plan of the establishment for the poor, and the 
mode of their support Many plans were suggested from time 
to time, but none that met with general approbation ; they 
were generally objected to, as being more expensive in their 
erection and support than the town could afiford. A£ length, 
the same philanthropic and humane citizen who first proposed 
the establishment of the Savings' Bank, and who by his perse- 
verance had got it into successful operation, encouraged by the 
fiivor with which it had been received by the public; after ob- 
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taining information in regard to the establishments for thepomv 
and the manner and expense of their support, in various places, 
communicated the information obtained to those acquaintances 
who were favorable to an improvement in the condition of the 
poor, and proposed a plan which was approved. It was pro- 
posed that a new house should be built for the accommodation 
of the poor, in a suitable location, with land attached, on which 
those who were able to work might be profitably employed ; 
to do away with the odious idea of an alms-house ; to call it 
" The Newport Asylum for the Poor" ; to abolish the pension 
qrstem, and oblige all who required aid from the town to go to 
the Asylum for their support. 

This plan beipg arranged, a Town Meeting was called, at 
which it was submitted for the consideration of the freemen ; 
the meeting was numerously attended, and the plan was gene- 
rally approved, and a committee appointed to visit several lots 
belonging' to the town, and also Coaster's Harbor Island, and to 
recommend such a location as they should think most suitable 
for the establishment 

The committee, at the suggestion of the projector of the plan, 

first visited Coaster's Harbor Island, and after considering the 

advantages and disadvantages of the place, unanimously reoom- 

jnended it, on every account, as the most suitable place for its 

location. 

At a subsequent Town Meeting, the report of the committee 
was received and approved, and a building committee appointed 
to draw a plan of said building, and estimate the expense. The 
edifice was to be built of stone, of which there was abundance 
on the spot The projector of the plan was one of that com- 
mittee, and drew the plan and elevation of the Asylum, which 
the Town adopted, and according to which it was erected, with 
the exception of the cupola, which was objected to as an un- 
necessary expense, but has since been added. The plan of the 
building is considered admirably calculated for the purpose for 
which it was intended, containing every necessary apartment 
for the accommodation of the poor, as well as the family of the 
keeper, and ample room for the whole. 

Coaster's Harbor Island, on which the Newport Asylum is 
erected, belonged to the Town ; it contains about ninety acres 
of upland, and the shore a£fords an abundance of sea manuxe. 
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Those who are able to labor are employed upon the farm, 
which is in a good state of cultivation, and the products go far 
towards the support of the establishment. 

The island is situated about one mile north of the compact 
part of the town, and separated from it by water, which is not 
fordable, about ten rods wide, which prevents the inmates of 
the Asylum from visiting the town without permission. 

The Asylum was completed, and ready for the reception of 
the poor in 1822 ; before their removal to their new habitation, 
they were well cleaned, and clad, and left their dirt at the old 
establishment. The pension system was abolished, and all 
those pensioners, who chose to avail themselves of the support 
offered them, were removed to the new establishment The 
citizens of Newport have the pleasure to enjoy the complete 
success of the new system, as an amelioration of the condition 
of the poor, as well as a great saving of expense in their sup- 
port; and to see them well supplied with wholesome food, 
comfortably lodged and clothed, and the town relieved from 
the disgrace of^ having the streets infested with beggars, as 
formerly, to the great scandal of the citizens and annoyance to 
strangers. 

No spot can be more charmingly situated than the one 
selected ; it rather resembles the country-seat of a gentleman, 
than an Asylum for the poor. Let the interior resemble th^ 
exterior. 

cAjs this Asylum was established expressly for the improve- 
ment of the condition of the virtuous poor, the vicious and the 
unprincipled should be kept separate, and not suffered to asso- 
ciate with them, or to eat at the same table. Let the Cojn- 
roissioners labor to make this institution a model, worthy of 
imitation by every city and town in the country. 

The whole establishment, including land, is worth about 
1 15,000. The Overseer of the Poor distributes the rent of a 
lot of land, containing about seven acres, left by Mr. Freebody, 
and also the interest of the " Derby Fund," to such persons as 
he may think proper. And, the Commissioners of the Asylum 
distribute, in the same way, the dividends of one share in the 
New England Commercial Bank, left by the late Mrs. Sarah 
Redwood. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

We have already alluded to the interest which was taken hj 
the town of Newport, in the promotion of education, as early 
as 1640 ; and private schools have ranked as high in this place 
as that of any section of the country. 

The Newport Academy, Col. Levi Tower, Principal, had a 
very extensive popularity. Students from the South, as well 
as the New England States, were to be found under his instruc- 
tion and guidance. The higher, as well as the common 
branches of education were taught In penmanship the pupils 
excelled. Many of them are occupying places in counting- 
bouses, banks, ^c, in the various cities in the Union. Once a 
week, the older male scholars engaged in declamation, at which 
their parents, and other spectators were present, and who were 
both highly amused and gratified. It is no flattery to say of 
Ool. Tower, that the school under his supervision, has never 
been excelled, if equalled, by any other in the State. It was 
the ne plus tUtra / 

In March, 1825, the freemen of Newport decided, by vote, 
to establish free schools in the town ; and a Committee, in May 
following, recommended to erect two school houses, to obtain 
the Church school house, and thus establish three free schools 
in the town. ' 

In 1820, a Committee of the town reported on a resolu- 
tion of the General Assembly of this State, calling on the 
several towns for information on the subject of free schools, 
and recommended that the town instruct their representatives 
in General Assembly, to unite their efforts, to procure an act 
for such a general system of public schools, as in their wisdom 
they may devise. 

On the 14th of July, 1826, the comer stone of the town 
school house, No. 1, was laid by Lieutenant-Governor Charles 
Collins. The Rev. Mr. Gammell offered an appropriate prayer 
on the occasion. 

A Committee was appointed in April, 1826, to investigato 
and enquire into money, said to be due from the town, for or 
on account of school lands. In their report they say, '^ The 
undersigned, a Committee of said town, appointed on the dd of 
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September, 1825,- to inquire intQ the evidence of the title of the 
town of Newport to the Newtown, or school lands, on the sub- 
ject of which lands a former Committee reported on the 16th 
of May last, from which report, and other representations then 
made, some of the freemen were induced to believe that the 
town received the aforesaid land as a gift, on condition to apply 
the whole income to the education of the youth of said town, 
and that the town was, in law and equity, bound for the faith- 
ful performance of the same ; and as the town had sold most 
of the lands in question soon after the Eevolutionary War, to 
pay the debts of the town, they must now make good by 
taxation the trust committed to them by the donor. It was 
also reported by that Committee, that the town was indebted 
to said education fund, in the sum of $51,283 34.'' The Com- 
mittee, after detailing sundry acts and resolutions of the town, 
relative to said Newtown or school lands, gleaned from the old 
mutilated records of the town, among which is a report of a 
Committee made to the town in 1763, which Committee say, 
" Upon examining the town records, we found that the said 
land was purchased by the town of one Bartholomew Hunt, 
the 17th day of December, 1661, for which they gave him in 
exchange a lot of one hundred acres, now lying in Middletown." 
They say, " Thus it appears that the town, in the year 1661, 
exchanged one hundred acres for the tract since called New- 
town, or school land, being the property in question. If your 
Committee were allowed in any conjecture respecting the 
himdred acres exchanged, they submit the subjoined extract, 
from ' Callender's Centenary Bermon,' acknowledging at the 
same time, that it is but a connection of remote and detached 
circumstances, resting as much on possibilities as probabilities." 
The extract from Callender's Sermon has been already noticed, 
in a former part of this work, showing that the town appro- 
priated one hundred acres of land, for a school, for the encou- 
ragement of the poorer sort to train up their youth in learning, 
&c., at an early period of the settlement 

In March, 1827, the town passed an act to estabhsh a School 
Fund, and appointed three Commissioners of said fund ; one 
to go out every year, and a new one to be chosen in his place, 
who are to receive all donations, and bequests thereafter given 
for public schools, as also the bequest of the late Constant 
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Taber ; likewise all moneys received for licenses, auction tax, 
and estates taken by the town for want of known heirs ; and 
directed that the remainder of the said Newtown lot be sold, 
and the proceeds placed in the fund. 

During the January session of 1829, theGeneral Assembly of 
Bhode Island, appropriated $10,000 per ann., for the support of 
public schools, to be paid over to the several towns, according 
to their respective population, under the age of sixteen years ; 
and authorizing the several towns to raise by tax, in each year, 
as the majority of the freemen in Town Meeting shall judge 
proper, a sum not exceeding double the amount to be received 
out of the general Treasury. The number of schools have 
mnce been increased. 

On July 4th, 1826, Major John Handy read the Declaration 
of Independence, from the steps of the State House, in New- 
port, that being the place where, fifty years before, it was read 
to the people by the same gentleman. The steps were deco- 
rated with an arch of flowers. Major Handy addressed the 
multitude as follows : " My respected feUow-citizens, — at your 
united request, I appear before you in this public station, at an 
age when it would seem advisable that I should remain a silent 
spectator of the performances of this day, a day which, half a 
century past, secured to us our independence and prosperity ; 
and no nation more prosperous ! My own feelings on this 
occasion I have sacrificed, to gratify your wishes. The recol- 
lection of past scenes of the last fifty years, rushes in succession 
on my mind, with a hope and belief that the mantle of charity 
will be thrown over my imperfections ; and under that impres- 
sion I shall proceed to the performance of the part required of 
me." After the Declaratiop was read, a hymn was sung in 
the tune of " Old Hundred," the whole multitude uniting 
their voices, with a fervency and zeal which gave it a most 
sublime and happy effect 

It is a most painful truth, and one from which the heart 
recoils with horror, that the course which has been pursued for 
a few years by a certain class, calling themselves Philanthro- 
pists, has had an indirect tendency to nearly, or quite, oblite- 
rate from the mind of the rising generation, all remembrance 
of the glorious events connected with American Independence. 
Bncb profess to have the entire monopoly of all the benevolence, 
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bat which is rather the product of ambition, a desire of self- 
aggrandizement, even at the expense of the liberties of the 
Union. The roar of cannon, accompanied with the soul-stirring 
sound of martial music, animating the heart of every true patriot, 
who loves liberty in preference to slavery, and the free exercise 
of his mind to all the vain honors and distinctions which wealth 
confers, if purchased by the relinquishment of his inalienable 
rights, dearer by far to him than even life itself — ^has no charms 
for such stoical minds. 

We have no hesitation in saying that the. abolition of the 
Christian Sabbath, would not more effectively efface from the 
heart all regard to the precepts of Jesus Christ, and render the 
land a waste howling wilderness, and the people mere heathens, 
than the forgetfulness and neglect of observing the national 
jubilee, would go to the overthrow of the liberties of this coun- 
try. It is by a recurrence to the event that the flame of liberty 
is fanned and made to bum more brightly on the altar of the 
heart. Auspicious day ! let the mind of every American ascend 
to heaven in triumphant songs of praise I Let the bugle sound 
loud and long, through the vallies and reverberate over the hills 
of our dear native Isle : '^ Independence now I and Independ- 
(Bnce forever !" 

No day in the calendar ever gave us such intense delight, as 
the Fourth of July, when party spirit becomes merged in the 
one glorious event. It was the social meeting of the American 
brotherhood on the broad platform of universal liberty and the 
rights of man. But in some sections how changed the scene t 
Shall the political horizon continue to be dimmed by one cloud 
to mar the festivities of the day ? Eather let us regard the 
yiews entertained by the elder, Adams, the Colossus of Ameri- 
can liberty, and not suffer his prophetic language to fail of its 
accomplishment : 

I " When we are in our graves, our children will honor it. They 
will celebrate it with thanksgiving, with festivity, with bonfires, 
and illuminations. Oh its annual return they will shed tears, 
copious, gushing tears, not of subjection and slavery, not of 
agony and distress, but of exultation, of gratitude, and of joy.*' 

Let us prize this bulwark of constitutional liberty, and dis- 
countenance every attempt to undermine its foundation, in whidi 
consists our glory, our happiness and our independence. 
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Major John Handy was a merchant of Newport. He was 
the son of Charles Handy, Esq., a distinguished citizen of New- 
port He entered the Revolutionary army, to defend the honor 
of his country, and was promoted to the rank of Major. He 
died in Newport in 1828, aged 72 years. 

The late Thomas Handy, Esq., brother of the Major, was a 
gentleman of dignified and courteous manners. He married 
Mary, the daughter of John Henry Overing, an eminent mer- 
chant of Newport. Mrs. Handy was truly a most estimable 
lady, endowed with those rare virtues and accomplishments 
which rendered her an ornament to society. Of a large and 
highly interesting family of children, but four survive her. Mary, 
who married her cousin, James Overing, of Westchester, N. Y. ; 
Matilda, widow of Mr. Levi of Philadelphia ; Robert, of the TJ. 
8. Navy ; and Augustus, the wife of Mr. Sinclair of the city of 
New- York, a Counsellor at Law. 

These reminiscences, though highly interesting in their char- 
acter, yet nevertheless recall to mind solemn and affecting 
thoughts on the ravages produced by time, in the domestic cir- 
cle, and should teach a salutary lesson of the fading and transi- 
tory nature of all earthly glory. As the Haudy family held an 
important position in society, and was highly regarded, a mere 
glance at their history we view as important in a work of this 
kind. 

General Charles T. James, whose recent election to the Sen- 
ate of the United States has created such an unusual degree of 
interest in the public mind, stands intimately and prominently 
connected with Newport, and we have felt called upon to notice 
his origin. 

His grandfather John James, and his maternal grandfather, 
Charies Tillinghast, settled in Newport at an early period. His 
grandfather Tillinghast, was a devoted patriot ; he was in Sulli- 
van's expedition on Rhode Island, and was subsequently seized 
in his house at night by a band of British soldiers, and carried 
off. His sad fate was never satisfactorily known ; it was, how- 
ever, reported that he had died of the small pox. 

Silas James, the father of the General, was born in Newport, 
and although a lad, was also in the expedition with his grand- 
&ther ; he afterwards removed to West Greenwich, where he 
improved a farm, Und was repeatedly elected to represent that 



\ 

THE ASIATIC CHOLERA. 285 

town in General Assembly, and was also chosen Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas, which office he held for many years. 

There were six of the name of James, engaged in Sullivan's 
expedition, which proves them to have been men of the right 
stamp, and eminently fitted for that stormy period. 

In 1827, the Newport Association of Mechanics and Manu- 
facturers, appointed a committee to receive donations in books, 
or otherwise, for the purpose of establishing a library for the 
use of the members, and the apprentices of members. For more 
than thirty years the funds of this Society, although never ex- 
tensive, have been invaiiably and zealously devoted to the most 
beneficial purposes. This Association, as far as its resource«9 
would permit, has clothed the naked, fed the hungry, and in- 
structed the ignorant. It has ever been rich iq^ disposition to 
do good, given to hospitality, and distributing to the necessities 
of the indigent. 



THE ASIATIC CHOLERA. 

The Asiatic Cholera made its first appearance in August, at 
Jessore, a considerable city about one hundred miles north 
of Calcutta. After desolating some of the fairest portions of 
Asia, it penetrated the northern part of Europe, and sweeping 
over a great part of that continent, reached the British Isles. 
It has mastered every variety of climate, has passed mountains 
and swept over seas, proving equally fatal amid the burning 
sands of Arabia, and on the frozen shores of the White sea ; 
and in the space of less than fifteen years has swept ofif more 
than fifty millions of the human race ! 

This dreadful disorder, two or three years previous to its 
appearance on this continent, was scarcely known to exist by a 
great portion of the American people. It first began to attract 
attention here, when it was known to have reached England, 
and its destructive ravages in Paris created alarm ; but the hope 
was entertained that the Atlantic would prove a barrier to its 
approach. But when that barrier was passed, and it was known 
that this destroying angel had begun its march of death on this 
continent, a general consternation prevailed through the land. 
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It BOOH reached Albany and New-York, from Ga&ada, and 
shortly spread dismay and death among the mhabitants of many 
of our cities. 

At the June Session of the General Assembly of Shode 
Island of that year, they recommended a public fast The pre- 
amble of the act says : 

'' WhereaSf That scourge to the human race, the Amatw 
Qiolera, has made its appearance on this continent, and as no 
human exertions can effectually resist the approach of this threat- 
ening pestilence which ' walketh in darkness and wasteUi at 
noon day,' it becometh us humbly and devoutly to acknowledge 
our dependence upon, and to implore the aid of Him in whose 
hand our breath is, and whose mercies endureth forever ; there- 
fore, 

'' Besolved, that Thursday, the 5th day of July next, be, and is 
hereby set apart, as a day of humiliation and prayer to Almighty 
Gk>d, that he would stay this plague, and avert the appalling 
visitations of his judgments.^' 

Newport was remarkably favored ; but few deaths occurred, 
and those originated from imprudence. And it was remarked 
that the health of our cities, other than this disorder, was better 
than what is usually the case at the same season pf the year. 

In 1849, when this disease again made its appearance in this 
country, sweeping off very many in our larger cities, not one 
instance of death from the disease occurred at Newport And 
when it is considered that there were some four thousand stran- 
gers visiting at Newport, which, added to her own population, 
made the aggregate of 13,000, it is most certainly an evidence 
bf the remarkable healthiness of the climate. 

The present population of the Island, according to the census 
of 1850, is 12,228, viz. : Newport, 9,963; Middletown, 832, and 
Portsmouth, 1,833. The fertility of the Island is, perhaps, un- 
exampled ] this is owing, in a great measure, to the facilities for 
obtaming manure, which consists of Menhaden fish and sea-weed, 
which are abundant, and which seem particularly adapted to the 
soil The exports have consisted of potatoes, onions, apples, 
pork, &C. Farms distant from Newport, are usually from one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty dollars per acre, according to 
their location and the quality of the soil. 

The farms generally are small, having been cut up and 
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divided from time to time. This, however, is preferable, as a 
few acres, well cultivated, will yield far more than a larger 
quantity, partially cultivated. It was the saying of Virgil, 
" great farms to look at, and small farms for profit." As an 
illustration of this truth, it may be found in the proceeds of the 
model farm of the late Judge Child, of Portsmouth, which 
contains about forty acres of land. It was stated to the author, 
that he had realized $1000 per annum, independent of his living. 
Farming is a most honorable employment, and the most inde- 
pendent which can possibly be followed. It is said that when 
the early Eomans praised a good man, they called him an agri- 
culturist and a good husbandman ; and that on a certain occa- 
Bion, when a distinguished citizen of Rome was visited by a for- 
eign ambassador, he was found cooking his repast of vegetables 
raised by his own hand from his seven acre farm. 

It must appear obvious to the mind which has given the least 
attention to the subject, that more land is held in possession 
than is scientifically cultivated, and which is rather an expense 
than a profit to the owner. If the farms on the Island were 
still subdivided and parcelled out, it would not only increase 
the population, but also be far more productive, as there would 
be less land to manure, and a greater attention bestowed on the 
subject 

Those seeking a country-place, may take for their creed, that 

Man wants bnt little land belowi 
If or wants that Utile dear. 

The town of Portsmouth, a few years since, purchased a farm 
containing about sixty acres of land, as an Asylum for the Poor. 
It is most delightfully located, and every necessary comfort is 
furnished the inmates, which their condition requires. It was 
an act highly creditable to the town, as it went to ameliorate 
the evils of poverty, to which all are exposed in this world of 
vicissitude and change. Dyre's Island lays nearly opposite the 
Asylum. 

Since penning these thoughts, we have met with the Report 
of Thomas R. Hazard, Esq., on " The Condition of the Poor 
and Insane in Rhode Island," in which he has presented a most 
melancholy picture of the treatment of the poor in the Ports- 
mouth Asylum. For the honor of the town, if such be the pain- 
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fol fact discloeed, we would indulge the hope that an ameliora- 
tion of their condition may at once be effected. 

Let it not be said, that in the nineteenth century, and more 
especially on the island of Bhode Island, where toleration has 
been so highly enjoyed, that a want of principle exists towards 
a class of unfortunate beings, who hare such strong claims on 
our sympatliy and compassion. All are liable to misfortune in 
this changing world, and the prosperous to-day may be in adver- 
sity to-morrow. This shows the necessity for those having the 
supervision of the poor, tp treat them with that degree of kind- 
ness which they themselves would expect, were they in the same 
unhappy condition. And none can lay claim to the character 
of a Christian, who do not feel called upon to soothe and miti- 
gate the evils of poverty, so far as in them lie, which we con- 
ceive to be the test of Christian character, agreeable to the 
teachings of the Saviour, recorded in the 25th chapter of Mat- 
thew. 

Mr. Hazard has shown a commendable spirit, in thus devot- 
ing his time and attention to the investigation of this most im- 
portant subject ; which has already led to an improvement in 
the condition of the poor, in many of the towns in our State. 
God speed the day, when Ehode Island shall be found foremost 
in every good work to advance the happiness of man. We take 
pleasure in being able to state that a marked improvement has 
taken place in the Portsmouth Asylum, since the publication of 
Mr. Hazard's Keport, and to him belongs the credit. 

In 1808, a deposit of coal was discovered in Portsmouth, by 
Doct. Case, of Newport. It was worked for a time, and then 
abandoned. It was subsequently renewed by a company from 
Boston, but being impregnated with iron, it was found difficult 
to ignite. One of the proprietors called on a lawyer of New- 
York, who was rather of an eccentric character, to recommend 
the article, which he cordially did. But the certificate proved 
to be such a one as would not be likely to advance the sale of 
the article. It was as follows ; *' At the general conflagration 
of the universe, the most secure place to be found, would be 
the coal mine at Portsmouth, E. I." 

More recently a company from Providence have taken it in 
hand, and have succeeded in finding a better quality of coal. 
7or manufacturing purposes it is said to answer as well as the 
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anthracite, and at far less expense. The excavations are very 
extensive. Many families in the neighborhood now bum it 
Since the mining operations were first commenced, a large 
amount of capital has been sunk in the enterprise. 



RECORDS OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Heart Fire Club was established about 1790. The number 
of members was limitepl to fifty ; one^ captain, one lieutenant, a 
treasurer, and clerk. The object of this Association was to 
aid in (he preservation of property in time of fire. An annual 
dinner was provided for the Association, and the expenses were 
defrayed by an equal assessment upon the members. No mem- 
ber was to be excused, unless by a vote of the Club. The 
return of the anniversary was looked forward to with great 
interest, when all participated in the good things which a kind 
Providence had burnished. The evening was spent in the rela- 
tion of anecdotes and recitations, occasionally interspersed with 
songs, and was the means of strengthening the bond of union 
among the fraternity. 

Perhaps there is no town of equal size where the inhabitants 
are so careful of fire as Newport, and where the firemen are 
more vigilant and active in suppressing it, whenever it occurs. 
The estimate of losses for the last hundred years, is compara- 
tively trifling, and when it is considered that Newport has 
been settled for more than two hundred years, that not a 
building was ever consumed in Thames-street, may well be 
looked upon as almost miraculous. We question whether 
another such instance can be found on record. 

' Insurance Companies may feel quite safe in taking riskes on 
property in Newport. We would suggest, that it would be 
good policy for the town to establish an Insurance Office, and 
hence retain the premiums, which now go to build up other 
places. 

John W. Davis, Esq., Foreman of Engine Company, No. 1, 
has kindly furnished the following valuable information, being a 
statement, from the books of the Company, of all the Fires, of 
any consequence, which have occurred in Newport, for one 
hundred years, viz. : — 
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FIRES FBOH 1749 TO 1848. 

1749. December, EUery house, on the Hill. 
1759. December, Goddard's house, on the Point 

1762. February, Fire on Long Wharf. 

1763. September, Dillingham^s shop. 

1764. October 26th, Dr. Stiles' Meeting House, (the Central 

now,) and Trinity Church, both struck by lightning. 
1766. June 7, Colonel Malbom's mansion, on the site of J. 
Prescott Hall's new house. 
October 1st, Green's sugar house. * 

1769. June 28th, Malbom house. 

1770. June 2 let. Green's sugar house. 
December 28th, Hodman and Dennis' houses. 

1771. January 18th, Lyon's coopers' shop, Green's sugar 

house, and sundry other buildings consumed. 
August ist, Cole's tanyard. 
1763. February, Nicholas Easton's house. 
1774. January 9th, Moore and Anthony's shop consumed. 

1780. September 7th, Samuel Gardner's stock and fodder. 

1781. July i3th. House of John Handy, in New lane, (now 

Mary-street) 
1784. September 2 1st, Larken's bam, with five tons of hay 
and one horse burnt 

1786. March 24th, M. Hookey's house, in Cannon-street 

1787. December 11th, JohnHadwin's store, on Long Wharf. 

June 29th, David Melville's pewterer's shop, slight 
damage. 

1788. October 15th, Ebenezer Bichardson's house, slight dam- 

age to the roof 

1789. December 2d, Noah White's blacksmith's shop burnt 

down. 

1791. April 16th, John Hadwin's and J. Bichardson's. 

1792. January 2 Ist, Tanyard and bark-house of William Tripp, 

and store of Governor Collin's consumed. 
.1795. November 17th, Jonathan Southwick's boat-builder's 
shop burnt down. 
November 24th, John Frazier's school house, slight 
damage. 
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17?7. August 7th, Francis Brinley's ropewalk. 

December 22d, Job Gahoone's house, in llames-street, 
slight damage. 

1798. December 6th, Blactomith^e shop <m Long Wharf con- 
sumed, and a man named Lewis was burnt up ; also 
hoirses owned by Capt George and John Shaw • Mr. 
Southwick''s boat builder's shop torn down. 

1800. October 25th, Mr. Delano's house and fihed destroyed ] 
* abo a negro man, belonging to Mr. Delano. 

1803. April 22d, Nicholas Harf s barn burned down, comer 
of Church and Spring-streets. 

1810. March 11 th. Captain Thomas Wliite^'s house, in Church- 

street, damaged. 
October \4th, Jas. Westgate^s bakehouse, flight damage. 
December 17th, Mr. Wilson's house on the Point, slight 

damage. 

1811. April 13th, Stable in Broad^street, owned by Mrs. Ht- 

man, occupied by Edward Simmons, burnt down. 
1819. February 7th, W, S. N. Allan's bakehouse, qn Long 
Wharf, slight damage. 
October 6th, Daniel W. Badcer^s house, in «ou1ii part of 
Spring-street, burnt down. 
1822. April 7th, Peleg Battled house, on the Point, flight 
damage. 
August 16th, John Q AJmy^s bam and dwelling house, 
belonging to A. Bobbins, on Long Wharf, consumed. 

1826. November 2l8t, Boat builder's shop, and bouse of Jon, 

Southwick, on Long Wharf, consumed. 

1827. July 7th, Henry Buggies' distillery, considerable damage. 
1829. January 3d, Joseph Joslen's sckool house. Church street, 

slight damage. 

1834. January 8th, Dr. R W. Case^s house, foot of Parade, 

slight damage. 
March 22d, House belonging to the Seventh-day Baptist 
Society, m Tbames-street, slight damage. 

1835. August 8th, Dry goods store, occupied by WilBam P. 

Han, and owned by heirs of William Langley, and 
now occupied by Anderson's barber^ shop, slight 
damage. 
October Ist, Newport steam factory, slight damaga 
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1836. June 28th, Dry goods store of H. E. Brewster, (now 

occupied by W. H. Peek,) goods damaged. 
1838. February 23d, Carpenter^s shop on Beach-street^ owned 
by Josiah Tew, consumed. 
February 28th, Dwelling house in South Tonro-street, 

owned by the heirs of Anthony Dixon, consumed. 
August 2d, Thomas E. Hazard's factory ; damage 
about $10,000. 

1840. January 1st, House in Elm-street, occupied by A\ illiam 

Greenman ; damage $350. 
February 17th, Store of D. S. HaHoway, Ferry Wharf; 
damage $100. 

1841. April 7th, Benjamin Chase's carpenter's shop, damage 

$200. 
November II thy Silas H. Cottrell's workhop, Thames- 
street, damage $300. 

1842. February 17th, John H. Gilliat's new boase, Touro- 

street, damage $1000. 

May 27th, E. W. Lawton's wood-house, nearly destroyed. 

September 2d, Elder Henry Burdick's stable destroyed. 

September 6th, Thomas Townsend's bam destroyed, 
damage $600. 

September 23d, Tower's school house, rear of Clarke- 
street 

September 24th, BuiMmg near Bath road, destroyed. 

December 16th, John Bigley's bouse, Bridge-street, 
dkmage $200. 

1844. February 26th, Drying house, on Woolen Mill Wharf, 

damage $250. 
March 21st, Same building, damage $300. 

1845. March 13th, Woolen factory, damage $600. 

August 3d, Ocean House destroyed ; loss $60,000. One 
life lost 

1846. January 9th, Woolen factory, damage $200. 

1847. December 26th, First Baptist Meetinghouse, damaged 

$200. 

1848. April 17th, Store on Ferry Wharf, owned by Samuel 

Carr, damaged $250. 
May 19th, Store on Long Wharf, occupied as a boat- 
builder's shop, damaged $650. 
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1848. July 25th, Four boat builder's shops, and one dwelling- 
house, on Long Wharf, destroyed ; loss $5,500. 
October 4th, William A. Handy^s house in Fair-street, 
damaged $200. 



THE NABRAGANSETT TRIDE& 

We have in this work labored to present the most interesting 
events connected with the history of this Island. Undoubt- 
edly the lapse of time has buried much of value in oblivion. 
This was to be expected ; but sufficient has been recorded to 
show the reader th& distinguished position which Newport occu- 
pied in the past, and of which there are some traces still re- 
maining. When it is considered that little more than two 
centuries have elapsed since this Island was the residence of the 
red man, when the war-whoop rang through the valleys and re- 
verberated over the hills, when he stood erect in his own native 
dignity, with the bow and arrow, the weapon of his defence, 
and felt himself to be the rightful owner of the soil ; we ask, 
where now are the original inhabitants, the native " lords of the 
soil ?'' Is the feeble remnant of the Narragansetts, now under 
the protection of the State, all that remains of this once noble 
race of men ? But where are they ? Where are the villages, 
and warriors, and youths ? the sachems, and the tribes ? the 
hunters and their famili^ ? They have perished. They are 
consumed. 

The wasting pestilence has not alone done the mighty work. 
No — nor famine, nor war. There has been a mightier power, 
a moral canker, which has eaten into their hearts' cores — a 
plague, which the touch of the white man communicated — a 
poison, which betrayed them into a lingering ruin. They know 
and feel that there is for them still one remove farther, not dis- 
tant, nor unseen. It is the general burial-ground of their race. 

The colonizing of America at the expense of the sufferings 
and final extermination of the aborigines of this country, is 
painful and humiliating to consider, and detracts from that 
pleasure and satisfaction which would otherwise be enjoyed. 

From the report of a committee on Indian affairs in Ehode 
Island, made to the General Assembly in 1833, '* it appears that 
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the whole number of all grades aod coDditions of the ooce 
merous and warlike tribes of Narraganeetts (the only tribe now 
- existing in the State)^ was ooe hundred and fifty-eight Of this 
number, only seven were of genuine Narragansett blood, and 
several of these have since died ; fourteen were half blood, and 
one hundred and fifty-eight of dififerent grades^, less than half- 
blood, with twenty foreigners, who have no connection with the 
tribe, except by marriage and other promiscuous intercourse.'' 
Three thousand acres of land in Charlestown, now iil' their pos- 
session, is al! that is left ta them of their ancient donudii. 

" Canonicus, Miantonomu ! friends and benefactors of the 
colony, thy nation is no more. Simple sons of the foriest, the 
lands of thy fathers have passed into the possessioD of the de- 
scendants of those men^ whom, when weak, defenceless and 
distressed, ye clothed, fed, and protected. And thou too^' 
mighty Philip, who feH fighting for thy native soil^ the graves 
of thy fathers, thy wives and chHdren, and thy own loved 
Mount Haup, — the white man's foot now presses the soil onoe 
trodden by thee." 

The scene iis too painful to dwell upon. We turn away from 
it in sorrow^ deeply regretting their sad fata 

We have already alluded to the principles which iaflaenoed 
the minds of the early settlers of the Island. As Mr. GaUendar 
properly observes, " they fied not irom religion, order, or good 
government, but to have liberty te worship God, and enjoy 
their own religious opinions and belief." Our fathers professed 
to bdiieve that 

" Th«r» bin nnn an iDcKridiuil •(Mnereignly, 
Whieh none eraat«d might uDpuDisbed bind or toudi, 
A lOTere^otj nnbouad, save by tha alenial lawi of God^ 
Aod nnamenable to all below." 

And in matters relating to civil liberty, this great princfpto 
was recognized and practiced. They admitted in their State 
Hovereignty^ that the true and legitimate source of power, from 
whence those in authority and places of trust derived theirs/ to 
legislate for the common good of all, was derived from the peo- 
ple ; and by people, they understood not the mere appendages 
of wealth, which are possessed but by few, as giving an exdu- 
siTo privilege to act, to the exclumoQ of the masses^ bat rather 
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t£at moral and intellectaal possesBions were the true character- 
istics which went to make up the people. Incidental differ- 
ences in men's circumstances and conditions were not regarded 
as constituting a qualification, or disqualification, to act in the 
concerns of the government ; and this view of the case ren^ 
derod the form of govertimAit purely democratic. 

We are aware that the idea has become prevalent in thei 
minds of a certain class, that the masses are unfit to govern' ; 
but we apprehend no danger, where the people are intelligent^ 
and educated to believe that they are men — not merely in form, 
but intellectually and morally so — and bound to love the insti- 
tutions of their beloved country, and to aid in their preserva- 
tion. Deny to them this right, and you at once generate a 
band of villains, the counterparts of the Ishmaelites, " who will 
be against every man, and every man against them." It be- 
hooves us, then, to see to it that education is imparted to all, 
irrespective of rank or condition, and to be careful that honest 
poverty, where all the other requisite qualifications are pos- 
sessed, is not overlooked, and that wealth be not allowed a com- 
plete monopoly in all things. 

The notion of the incompetency of the people to govern theift- 
selves, has had its origin on the other side of the water ] and 
its baneful influence and demoralizing effects have been severely 
felt, sufficient to alarm every true patriot and friend of human 
rights, and should act as an incentive to vigilance in guarding 
our liberties — the birth-right of high heaven — and never, never 
Suffer them to be wrested from us by the rapacious cruelty and 
injustice of designing men, who take delight in lording it ov^ 
the consciences of men. 

Oppression is contrary to the very nature of man*s being. God 
created the mind originally free ; and it is an act of usfirpatiod 
which should be frowned down most indignantly, whenever our 
natural rights are invaded. 

The original settlers of the Island possessed, in a vefry high 
degree, the principles of civil and religious liberty, and to their 
precept and eiample we may trace some of the same spin' 
which exists among the people at the present day. Onr fore- 
fathers had not only felt the hand of oppression in the motbtfr 
country ; but they had also eifperienced it from their lordly breth- 
ren in Massachusetts, and hence they felt constrained to flco to 
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a spot where the standard of liberty could be unfiirled, and 
under its broad shelter an asylum found for the persecuted and 
the oppressed of every clime. We trust that we shall not be 
chargeable with vanity or prejudice, in reasserting that the peo- 
ple of the Islapd were the most truly republican in their man- 
ners, of any portion of the maritime towns of New England. 
In this, we have the concurrence of enlightened minds, whoee 
extensive observation of the world has given weight to their 
opinions. 

Among the earliest records of legislation in Rhode Island, 
we find an act guarding the right of private opinion, and free 
discussion. In the preamble, they say, '^ That to suffer the 
civil magistrate to intrude his power into the field of opinions, 
and restrain the profession or propagation of principles, on the 
supposition of their ill tendency, is a dangerous fallacy, which 
at once destroys all religious liberty ; because he, being judge 
of that tendency, will make his own opinions the rule of judg- 
ment, and approve or condemn the sentiments of others, only as 
they shall square with or differ from his own ; that it is time 
enough for the rightful purposes of civil government, for its 
officers to interfere when principles break forth into overt acts 
against peace and good order ; and finally, that truth is great 
and will prevail, if left to herself; that she is the proper and 
sufficient antagonist of error, and has nothing to fear from the 
conffict, unless by human power disarmed of her natural weap- 
ons, free argument and debate.'* 

Such sentiments are worthy to be inscribed, in letters of gold, 
on our halls of legislation, showing the principles of liberty 
which were ingrained in the hearts of the early settlers of this 
Island. Gk>d grant that we, their descendants, may cherish and 
perpetuate the same glorious principles, and never prove recre- 
ant to the sacred trust committed to our care. 

Nor were these rights, nor any part of them, relinquished by 
our venerable predecessors, when they entered the confedera<^. 
They surrendered no inalienable rights ; they made no compro- 
mise of the liberty " to know, utter, and argue freely," any of 
the great principles of civil and religious freedom on which the 
oolony was founded. And when Rhade Island subscribed to 
and adopted the Constitution of the United States, the voice of 
freedom echoefl from the halls of her convention, proclaiming, 
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with trumpet tongue, " that there are certain natural righrs of 
which men, when they form a social compact, cannot deprive 
their posterity, among which are the enjoyment of life and lib- 
erty, with the means of acquiring, possessing, and protecting 
property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety. 
That all men have an equal, natural, and inalienable right to 
the exercise of religion according to the dictates of their own 
consciences. That the people have a right to freedom of speech 
and of writing, and publishing their sentiments ; that freedom 
of the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty^ and ought 
not to be violated. 

" Under these impressions," say they, " and declaring that 
the rights aforesaid cannot be abridged, and that these declara- 
tions are consistent with the Constitution, we, the said dele- 
gates, in the name and in the behalf of the people of the State 
of Ehode Island and Providence Plantations, do by these pres- 
ents assent to and ratify the said Constitution." 

Such sentiments as these are democratic in the highest sense 
of the term, and should admonish those who would seek to cur- 
tail in the least the liberties of the people, that they have for- 
gotten their sires, and the sacred principles which they promul- 
gated. Their names should be inscribed high on the roll of 
fame, to be admired and esteemed by their descendants. As so 
little has been said of Clark and Coddington, by writers who 
have undertaken to dwell on the history of Ehode Island, we 
have indulged more at length on their characters, in order to 
place their names in the front rank instead of in the rear. 

It is a most singular fact that the grave of Eoger Williams, 
the founder of the Plantations, js unknown to this day. 

In reviewing the past mercies of God towards our fathers, 
we have abundant cause of gratitude, thanksgiving, and praise. 
They came to this Island to rear the temple of civil and reli- 
gious liberty. No selfish purpose actuated them in leaving the 
fatherland ; it was not to increase their worldly honors that 
they sacrificed home, with all its endearments. Higher and no- 
bler considerations influenced them. It was to establish an 
asylum where liberty, the birth-right of man, might be more 
fully enjoyed than it was in the land of their birth. 

And the principles which they cherished in their own boeomSi 
and which they scattered broadcast among the people, have 
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been transmitted down to the present generation. Reflectionff, 
however, have been cast on the want of intelligence among the pea- 
pie, as well as the looseness of our religious principles, by aclass 
of bigots and sectarians. But the moral virtues which guided 
the inhabitants of the Island were as pure and as unmixed as 
those of any section of the country. 

Dr. Mather, a little more than a century ago, said, " Shode 
Island was occupied by Antinomians, Anabaptists, Quakers, 
Iftanters, and everything else, but Koman Catholics and Chris- 
tians; and if any tnan has lost his religion, he may find It in 
this general muster of opinions — in this Gawzzim of New Eng- 
land, this receptacle of the convicts of Jerusalem, and the out- 
casts of the land.'^ 

l^ow, to us of the present day, such intolerant and abusive 
language, from a professed believer in Christ, sounds strangely 
in our ears ; yet the age in which he lived is some apology for 
his singular and unaccountable conduct. But no apology can: 
now be offered for the sensorious remarks which have often been 
made in relation to our civil and religious institutions, by a class 
of unprincipled bigots, who view everything through a distorted 
medium. 

Considering her geographical extent, with the number of her 
inhabitants, Bhode Island can justly lay claim to having pro- 
duced as many distinguished minds ad that of any section of thtt 
Union. Call it arrogance, if you please to indulge such a thought. 
We feel called upon to frown down with the most sovereign coii- 
tempt, the interlopers who dare cast aspersions on her fair fatne^ 
whether they be agents of religious bodies,or school teachers whose 
pride has been elated by receiving the patronage of the people. 

Ignorance at home, where they are best known, is profound 
knowledge when the soil of Bhode Island is pressed ; and it is 
owing to this cause alone, of strangers having been preferred to 
enlighten the dark minds of tlhode Islanders, that the false im- 
pression has been given. 

We trust, for the honor of the State, this disgrace will soon 
be 'remedied, and the stigma of reproach wiped from our esetii* 
cheon. We have no wish to deny that we had onr birth and 
education on the Island of Bhode Island, where the glorious 
principles of liberty were first taught, and where none is ac- 
counted a delinquent in matters of religion. Happy, thrice 
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happy spot I we will cherish in fond remembrance those sainted 
patriots, whose mouldering ashes now repose in the fairest gem 
of the ocean. The hallowed influence of their principles has 
leavened this mighty nation, and neutralized, if not subdued, 
the dark malignant spirit of bigotry and superstition, religious 
intolerance and persecution. \ 

Our fathers understood the true principles of government— 
they acknowledged th^ sovereignty of the people. This is the 
basis of a republican form of government, and should be guard- 
ed with the most scrupulous care, as on this hinge turns our 
political freedom. Abandon this vital principle, and our glorious 
temple of liberty, reared by the hands and cemented by the 
blood of our patriot fathers, would crumble to pieces, and its 
funeral dirge be chanted throughout the world. 

This is an admirable feature in our Constitution, that a re- ' 
dress of grievances lays with the people. Deny this position, 
and yon at once hurl us back to the dark period, when the lan() 
was governed by a sovereign tyrant, at whose dictation- the 
people must bowmnd do fealty; and the conclusion to which 
we unavoidably arrive by admitting this political dogma, is, that 
our Eevolutionary forefathers were a body of insurgents, and 
throughout every step in the great moral and physical enter- 
prise of attempting to break the fetters which bound us to 
Great Britain, were wholly unauthorized by eveiy principle of 
justice and equity — and as an act of atonement for past wrongs, 
should lead the nation at once to recognize the supremacy of 
Queen Victoria, as the legitimate and rightful sovereign of the - 
land, and thereby wipe from our escutcheon the infinite wrongs 
of which we have been guilty. 

In the view of enlightened and liberal minds, they can nevet 
tolerate^ the idea, that absolute power should be vested in any one 
man, or body of men, to be exercised according to their dbcro- 
tion, over the rights and liberties of others. It is an assumption 
of power, which the light of science wherever enjoyed, will not 
for a moment sanction. It must, however, be admitted that 
there is a want of moral courage prevalent at this day, more 
especially in the New-England States, which often gives to 
minorities the complete ascendency. We feel called upon to 
enter our solemn protest against such imbecility and weakness, 
derogatory to the character of man, which threatens the over- 
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throw of our social, political, aod religioas liberties, which have 
been purchased at the expense of the blood of our fathers. 

It is far better to suffer nobly the " pangs of outrageous for> 
tune/' with a mind free and untrammelled, than to bask in the 
sunshine of worldly prosperity, a mere slave ; for slavery of the 
mind is far more to be deprecated than that of the body. We 
are legally and constitutionally bound to respect our ruleiB, 
whenever their acts are in accordance with the letter and spirit 
of the Constitution. But when the principles embodied in the 
Magna Charta, are not complied with, that moment they tran- 
scend the power lodged in their hands, and disregard the wishes 
of their constituents, and render their apts obnoxious to the 
people, and vox populi should be raised that their places may 
be filled with better men, who will labor to promote the interest 
of the whole people, and not legislate merely for the few. 



DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

This age is distinguished in some measure by endeavoring to 
grant facilities to the poorer classes, to enable them to subsist 
more comfortably than they do at present ; hence the distriba- 
tion of the public lands to actual settlers is now strongly advo* 
cated by many whose patriotism extends beyond their own sd- 
fish interest. And it behoves the Legislatures of each of the 
respective States of the Confederacy to authorize their repre- 
sentativ^ in Congress to use their influence in bringing about 
this highly important and meritorious object, and not permit the 
waste land to be monopolized by speculators. Many of the 
States, to their praise be it said, have also passed the Homestead 
Exemption Law, where the value does not exceed from five 
hundred to a thousand dollars. This is a humane and chari- 
table act, and should be followed by every state in the TJnioD. 
It is for the people to straighten what is now crooked, and to 
right what is at present wrong. These should be made the test 
questions in our future elections, as b%ing of infinitely more im- 
portance to the interest of the people, than the ttceedle-dum and 
iweecUe-dee, Let not a craven spirit continue to influence the 
minds of the people of Ehode Island, for it is too humiliating to 
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witoess man, elevated as be is above all tbe works of God, fear- 
ful of acting out tbe sentiments of bis beart, for fear of tbo 
opinion wbicb some worm of tbe dust may entertain of bim, 
whicb may possibly endanger bis temporary interest. Let tbe 
language of David to bis son Solomon, be regarded and prac- 
tised, " sbow tbyself a man I" 

In bringing tbis work to a close, lot me urge on tbe minds of 
tbe inbabitants of tbe island, tbe value and importance of culti- 
vating a spirit of enlarged liberality. Suffer not tbe mind to be 
influenced by merely selfisb considerations, wbicb are opposed 
in tbeir nature to tbeT principles advocated by tbe early settlers. 
Keep tbeir example in full view, wbicb will act as a stimulus in 
urging you forward in tbe sacred cause of justice. Tbe spot 
wbicb you occupy bas been properly called tbe " Paradise of 
America," in a pbysical point of view, and in tbe past it was so 
in a moral and intellectual point of view. But, alas ! " tbe gold 
bas become dim, and tbe most find gold cbanged. ** Tbe vener- 
able Dr. Waterbouse bas remarked : " Newport will be — must 
be — tbe Batb of tbe United States, to wbicb ricb invalids will 
retire for lost bealtb. I oflen wisb tbat I bad some pleasant 
spot or farm on my native Island, to wbicb, if not myself, my in- 
valid posterity migbt resort to enjoy peace, bealtb, and liberty." 

Sucb were tbe views entertained by tbe venerable Doctor, 
and wbicb bave subsequently been realized in tbe vast crowds 
wbicb now resort to Newport, to spend a few weeks during tbe 
sultry beat of summer. Here tbe gentleman of leisure can find 
exemption from tbe evils wbicb exist in crowded cities, wbile u 
ricb treat is furnisbed tbe lovers of pleasure wbicb can no wbere 
else be enjoyed in tbe same degree. 

Tbis bas turned tbe attention of tbe inbabitants to tbe build- 
ing of large and spacious botels, for tbe accommodation of tlio 
numerous strangers wbo resort bere, until it bas in a very great 
degree excluded every otber kind of business from tbe placo. 
Sucb precarious business sbould not, bowever, be tbe sole re- 
liance of tbe inbabitants, but secondary in importance. New- 
port, witb ber spacious and commodious barbor, sbould 
enjoy an extensive commerce. Her situation is admirably 
adapted to tbe wbaling and fisber}^ business, and it sbould be 
remembered tbat commerce was tbe means of ber former pn»- 
perity and glory, and its decay ber downfall. 
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We are aware that great and important changes have been 
wrought in the country-places. Those once insignificant have 
iqjrung into being, as by magic ; still it does not necessarily fol- 
low, that Newport must remain forever in statu quOj satisfied 
with having the town a mere resort of strangers for a few weeks. 
If this be the manifest destiny, why of course, the people must 
passively submit. 

It must, however, appear obvious to the mind that has given 
the least attention to the subject, that the great depth of water 
at Easton's Point, the northern extremity of the town, presents 
facilities which are not enjoyed elsewhere.. In many of the marl> 
time cities, they often meet with obstacles which cause dday, 
owing to the want of sufficient water to float the larger class of 
ships, while here, at low tide, from eighteen to twenty feet of 
water is found. 

In this age of progress there appears to be a demand for a 
still larger class of steamships, and it has been suggested that 
in the lapse of time Newport may become one of the principal 
dep6ts for steam navigation. But this view of the subject is 
highly improbable, as there is no market to be found nere, and 
merchants would not be at the expense of freighting their mer- 
chandize to New- York, Boston, &c. The idea is too preposterous 
to be indulged in for a moment If these natural advantages, 
which are possessed in so high a degree, are to be made sub- 
servient to the prosperity of the place, it must be efiTected by 
the enterprise of the inhabitants alone, and all Quixotic schemes 
abandoned forever. 

We have not, in this work, attempted to draw comparisons 
between the past and the present, but have rather preferred to 
let the intelligent reader draw his own inferences ; for it must 
be confessed that the moral, intellectual, and physical condition 
of the place is so wholly and entirely changed, as to render it 
painful to contemplate. We can hardly realize that it is the 
same place ; and many, who after years of absence have re- 
turned, have found so sad a deterioration, that they, have pre- 
ferred a residence elsewhere. In fact, it is only in the past that 
Newport appears interesting to a reflective mind. 

The houseless, wandering desoendaot looks at the mansion of 
his fathers and exclaims : 
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" Noir thoa iMuidiil 

In faded mmjMty, m if to nMmm 
Tlie desoUtion of an aacient noe.' 

We flatter ourselves that the work will be read with interest, 
more especially by the inhabitaDts of the Island, as well as those 
who are in the habit of resorting there to admire the romantic 
and picturesque scenery, which is the great attraction of the 
place. It will assist the reader to while away his leisure hours 
in its perusal, and carry the mind back to the interesting period, 
when the highly eminent characters which we have presented 
figured on life's busy stage, who have long since retired to make 
room for others. 



A List of the Presidents of the Colony of Bhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, under the first Patent ; and the 
Gk>vemor8 under the second Charter. Collected firom the 
State Becords. 

PBBSn>ENTS UNDBR THB VIBST PATHNT. 

From the year 1647 to 1648, John Coggeshall, 

„ n 1648 to 1649, Jeremiah Clarke, 

,, „ 1649 to 1650, John Smith, 

„ „ 1650 to 1652, Nicholas Easton. 

GOVBRNOBS UNDBR THB FIBST CHABTBB. 

From the year 1654 to 1657, Eoger WilTiams, 
„ „ 1657 to 1660, Benedict Arnold, 

„ „ 1660 to 1662, William Bronton, 

,1 „ 1662 to 1663, Benedict Arnold. 

€K)yBBNOBS UKDBR THB SBCOND CHARTBR. 

From the year 1663 to 1666, Benedict Arnold, 

„ „ 1666 to 1669, William Brenton, 

„ „ 1669 to 1672, Benedict Arnold 

„ „ 1672 to 1674, Nicholas Easton, 

„ „ 1674 to 1676, William Coddington. 
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Prom the year 1676 to 1677, Walter Clarke, 

„ „ 1677 to 1679, Benedict Arnold, 

„ „ 1670 to 1680, John Cranston, 

„ „ 1680 to 1683, Peleg Sanford, 

„ „ 1683 to 1685, William Coddington, 

„ „ 1685 to 1686, Hepry Bull, 

„ „ 1686 to , Walter Clarke. 

The Charter was at this period superseded by Sir Edmund 
Andross, but it was again restored in 1689. 

GOVERNORS AFTER THB RESTORATION. 

From the year 1689 to 1690, Heniy Bull, 

„ „ 1690 to 1695, John Easton, 

„ „ 1695 to 1696, Caleb Carr, 

„ „ 1696 to 1698, Walter Clarke, 

„ „ 1698 to 1727, Samuel Cranston, 

„ „ 1732 to 1734, William Wanton, 

„ „ 1734 to 1741, John Wantop, 

„ „ 1741 to 1743, Eichard Ward, 

„ „ 1745 to 1746, Gideon Wanton, 

„ „ J 747 to 1748, Gideon Wanton, 

,^ „ 1762 to 1763, Samuel Ward, 

„ „ 1765 to 1767, Samuel Ward, 

„ „ 1768 to 1769, Josias Lyndon, 

„ „ 1769 to 1776, Joseph Wanton. 



APPENDIX 



TO THE 



HISTORY OF THE CHURCHES 



RHODE ISLAND. 



I 

1 

i: 



ii 



1 

\ 






t 



APPENDIX. 



TBINITY CHURCH NEWPORT. 

The following account is compiled from the Records of Henry 
Bull, Esq., with Notes by the Rev. Francis Vinton, and ad- 
ditional remarks. 

Until nearly the close of the seventeenth century, there were 
but two orders of Christians in the town of Newport, who 
were organized, and regularly met together for the purpose of 
worship, and those were of the denomination of Baptists and 
Friends, or Quakers. 

The original founder, and first principal patron of Trinity 
Church, in Newport, was Sir Francis Nicholson. He was by 
profession a soldier ; was Lieutenant-Governor of New- York, 
under Sir Edmund Andros, and at the head of the Adminis- 
tration of that Colony from 1687 to 1690, at which time he was 
appointed Governor of Virginia, and so continued for two 
years. 

From 1694 to 1699, he was Governor of Maryland, after 
which time he was again Governor of Virginia. He com- 
manded the British forces sent to Canada, in 1710, and took the 
important fortress of Port Royal. In 1713 he became Governor 
of Nova Scotia, and in 1720, Governor of Carolina. He 
returned to England in June, 1725, and died in London in 
1728. 

Mr. Lockyer, an Episcopal clergyman, commenced preaching 
in Newport about the close of 1698 ; and by that means a 
Church was gathered. He was doubtless procured by the 
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inBtnimeiitality of Sir Francis Nicholson, who was then Gover- 
nor of Maryland ; for the Records of Trinity Church fully 
sustain the fact, that Sir Francis was its founder. The people, 
and more especially the leading gentlemen of the town, were 
well disposed towards this new undertaking, and a considerable 
society was soon established, with sufficient strength and zeal, 
aided by their generous patron, to build a handsome Church, 
which was completed in or before 1702. "Handsomely," as 
they say, *^ finished all on the outside, and the inside pewed 
well, but not beautiful.'^ 

Thus far the Church had made its way without any aid from 
the mother country. In the year 1702, when the Society for 
Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, was established and 
incorporated in England, the "Wardens of Trinity Church 
applied to the Bishop of London, soliciting the aid of the 
Sooiety ; on which application the Bev. James Honyman was 
appointed Misaonary, in 1704, and sent over to this statUML 
The Society, as a further encouragement, sent also as a present 
to the Church, a valuable library of the best theological works 
of that day, consisting of seventy-five volumes, mostly folia 
Many of these books are still in the possession of the Church. 

Queen Anne presented the Church with the bell, which was 
received here in 1709 ; about which time the Minister, War* 
dens, and Vestry, wrote to the Gk>vemor of Massachusetts, and 
to the Eev. Samuel Miles, Mimstar of Boston, requesting each 
of them to forward money, left in their hands ibr the Church, 
by Sir Francis Nicholson, stating their present want of monej, 
to enable them to prepare for and bang the beU bat reoenttj 
received. 

Mr. Honeyman was a gentleman well calculated to unite his 
own society, which grew and flourished exceedingly mider his 
charge, as well as to conciliate those of other religious denomi- 
nations, all of whom he *' embraced with the arms of charity.'* 

In the year 1713, the Minister, Churchwardens, and Vestiy, 
p^itioned the Queen for the establishment of Bishops in 
America, setting forth the great benefit that would result to 
the church from such a measure. Mr. Nathaniel Kay,, the 
Collector of the Queen ^s revenues in Rhode Island, who after- 
wards liberally endowed the school connected with this Cfaorchi 
was among the signers of this petition. 
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In the year 1724, Mr. HoDjman writes to tbe Society in 
England, as follows : ** That there was properlj belongiog to 
his church in Newport, above fifty- coromunioants,' who Jive in 
that phue, exclusive of strangers^ Tho ohureh people grow 
now loo numerous to be accommodated witht8eat8,iD the .okl 
church, and many more offered to join tbemselv^^s to the 
church communion. '\ Mr. Honyman proposed io the church 
members, the building of a new church, and subscribed £30 
himself for that purpose. The people heartily concurred, ,aiHl 
« he soon after obtained subscriptions amounting to £1000 of the 
currency of the country ; but it was estimated the building 
would cost twice that amount However, a sufficient sum was 
raised^ and, in the year 1726, the church was completed, and 
Mr; Honyman held the service in it The body of the building 
was seventy feet long, and forty-six wide. It had two tiers of 
windows, was full of pews, and had galleries all round to the 
east end. It was acknowledged by the people of that dety to 
be the most beautiful timber structure in America. The old 
building was given to the people of Warwick, who had no 
ehurch of their own. 

We have every reason for believing that the new building 
was erected on the site of the old one, for the old one 
appears to have been disposed of by gift, to make room for 
the new, which would not otherwise have been done in a town 
rapidly increasing in population, and in want of more buildings. 
At the time of which we are writing, 1724 to 1726, there were 
Quakers and two sorts of Anabaptists in Newport, yet the 
members of the Church of England increased daily; and 
although there was not to be found alive at that time, four of 
the original promoters of church worship in this place, yet there 
was then above four times the number of all the first Mr. 
Honyman had under his care at this time, the towns of New- 
port, Freetown, Tiverton, and Little CJompton. 

The history of this Church has been, thus far, principally 
derived from the publications of the*Sooiety for Propagating the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, and from Letters from the Minister, 
Wardens, and Vestry, to Queen Anne, to the Bishop of London, 
and to Sir Francis Nicholson, copies of which have been pre- 
aerved in the first parish records of the Church. The first 
book of the corporation records having been lost, is a circum- 
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stance much to be regretted. The second book commenoee 
with the date 1731. 

A letter, written in Newport, and published in the " New 
England Journal," Boston, September 3d, 1729, says, " Tester- 
day, arrived here, Dean Berkley, of Londondeny, in a pretty 
large ship. He is a gentleman of middle stature, of an agree- 
able, pleasant, and erect aspect He was ushered into the 
town with a great number of gentlemen, to whom he behaved 
himself after a very complaisant manner. Tis said he proposes 
to tarry here with his family about three months." 

The connection of Dean Berkley with Trinity Church, calls 
for a passing notice of his sojourn in Newport, where he arrived 
by a circumstance purely incidental. He, with other gentle- 
men, his associates, were bound to Bermuda, with the intention 
of establishing there a college, for the education of the Indian 
youth of this country ^ a plan, however, which whoUy failed. 
The captain of the ship in which he sailed could not find the 
island of Bermuda, and having given up the search afler it, 
steered northward, until they discovered land unknown to 
them, and which they supposed to be inhabited only by savages. 
On making a signal, however, two men came on board from 
Block Island, in the character of pilots, who, on inquiiy, 
informed them the harbor and town of Newport were near \ 
that in the town there was an Episcopal Church, the Minister of 
which was Mr. James Honyman, on which they proceeded for 
Newport, but an adverse wind caused them to run into the 
west passage, where the ship came to anchor. The Dean vnx)ta 
a letter to Mr. Honyman, which the pilots took on shore at 
Conanicut Island, and called on a Mr. Gardner and Mr. Mar- 
tin, two members of Mr. Honyman 's Church, informing them 
that a great dignitary of the Church of England, called a Deaa, 
was on board the ship, together with other gentlemen passen- 
gers. They handed them the letter from the Dean, which 
Messrs. Gardner and Martin brought to Newport, in a small 
boat, with all possible dispatch. On their arrival they found 
Mr. Honyman was at church, it being a holyday, on which 
divine service was held then. They then sent the letter by a 
servant, who delivered it to Mr. Honyman in his pulpit He 
opened it, and read it to the congregation, from the oonteute 
of which it appeared the Dean might be ezi)ected to land in 



BEQUEST TO TALE COLLBOB. 311 

Newport, every moment The church was disnussed with the 
blessing, and Mr. Honyman, with the wardens, vestry, church, 
and congregation, male and female, repaired immediately to the 
ferry wharf, where they arrived a little before the Dean, his 
family and friends. The foregoing tradition we have given as 
we received it, but other traditions vary a little from that ; 
some of which say that ^^the ship made no land until she arrived 
in the East or Sachuest river, from which she came round the 
north end of Ehode Island to Newport." It has also been 
stated that Ck)l. Godfrey Malbom, being out in his pleasure 
yacht, on discovering the ship, made towards her, and on being 
informed that the Dean and suit were on board, he took them 
to his magnificent country-seat, now the property of Preecott 
Hall, Esq., where they tarried until morning, and then started 
for Newport The Dean purchased a farm of about one hun- 
dred acres in the town of Newport, adjoining one of about the 
same extent belonging to the Bev. James Honyman, on which 
Mr. Honyman resided. The Dean built him a house on his 
farm for his residence, which he called White Hall, which name 
it still retains. The house is still standing. It is situated in 
what is now the town of Middletown, about three miles from 
the State House in Newport, and a little back of the road which 
runs eastward from the town, near a beautiful little water 
course, which runs southward towards Sachuest Beach. This 
White Hall estate he gave to Yale College, in Gonnecticut, 
which still owns the fee. 

The White Hall estate was sold soon after it came in posses- 
ion of Yale College, on a lease of nine hundred and ninety-nine 
years, at a rent of one hundred ounces of silver per annum. 
The mansion house is still standing, and is in the occupation of 
Mr. Abraham Brown, the present owner of the lease. It re- 
mains the same as when Bishop Berkley occupied it We 
would suggest the importance of repairing the front, &c. He 
continued here about two years, perhaps a little longer. He 
was certainly here as late as September, 1731, as appears by a 
supplementary inscription on the tomb-stone of Nathaniel Kay, 
Esq., which is as follows : *' Joining to the south of this tomb, 
lies Lucia Berkley, daughter of Dean Berkley, Obit, the 6th 
of September, 1731." 

His preaching was eloquent and forcible, and attracted large 
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eongregatloiiB to Trinity ehurch. When he wttT called to a 
sphere of greater usefabiees in his native country, he was not 
fbrgetfnl of a residence which was endeared to him by many 
pleasing recollections ; and which, moreover, possessed for him 
A melancholy interest, from the circumstance of its containing 
the ashes of his infant daughters, who had died during bis so- 
journ in Newport- 
After his return to England, he sent as a donation to Trinity 
Ohurch, in the year 1733^ a magnificent organ. This organ is 
surmounted by a crown in the centre, supported by two mitres, 
one on each side. 

Mr. Nathaniel Kay, who came from England to Bhode Island 
as collector of the King's customs fpr the colony of Bhode 
Island, was the most liberal patron, as to the amount of his 
pecuniary aid, that the church has ever had. His house stood 
on the site now occupied by the dwelling-house of the heirs of 
the late George Engs, Esq., on the hiU, near the head of Touro- 
street It was, when built, one of the most spacioos and Ae- 
gant private dwellings in town. 

No apology can be offered for the neglect of the church, in 
suffering it to be destroyed. It was a piece of modem vandal- 
ism, which we can never cease to regret Since the revolution, 
it was occupied by a Mrs. Pollock, a lady fhmi South €arolina, 
who kept her carriage, and lived in a style of affluence, befitting 
her rank and station. At the time of the embargo, when busi- 
ness was suspended, and no employment was to be had for the 
laboring classes, she, like a trUe philanthropist, opened a soup- 
hotise^ and daily supplied the poor inhabitants throughout the 
winter. At his death, he devised and bequeathed to the 
church as follows : " I give and bequeath my dwelling house 
and coach house to my wife, during the term of her natural 
life ; after which I give and bequeath both, with my lots of 
land in Rhode Island, and £400 in the currency of New Eng- 
land, to build a school house, to the minister of the church of 
England (Mr. Honyman), and the church wardens and vestry 
for the time being — that is to say, upon trust and confidence, 
and to the interest and purpose, benefit and use of a school to 
teach ten poor boys their grammar and the mathematics, gratis ; 
and to appoint a master at all times, as occasion or vacancy 
may happen, who shall be Episcopally ordained, and assist the 
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-minifiteit (Epfiscopal) of the town of Newport, in some proper 
office, as they ehall think most useful.'^ Mr. Updike, in^biehis- 
torj, bag attempted an apology for the loss of the estate, thus 
kindly bequeathed by Mr. Kay to Trinity church. It only 
proves that property disposed of in this way, fails to be carried 
out according to the wish of the donor. The Bev. Theodore 
Deher took charge of the parish, as minister, in 1797. His 
gentlemanly deportment and conciliatory manners, his pulpit 
eloquence, his mild disposition, and his sound piety, soon 
brought back the wandering sheep to the common fold. The 
church was again filled with a numerous congregation, ear- 
nestly engaged in social worship. 

In 1762, the edifice was greatly enlarged, by moving the east- 
erly part about thirty feet, and adding as much in the middle. 
This was done at the expense of forty-six gentlemen, who took 
the pews they added in full satisfaction for the expense of said 
enlargement. In the same year that the organ was presented 
(1733), Jahleel Brenton, Esq., presented the clock in the tower 
— and we would suggest that, in memory of the donor, it should 
be put in repair. 

In 1740, the bell presented by Queen Anne was cracked; it 
was taken down and sent to London to be recast. In 1741, 
the first school house was built, and Mr. Cornelius Bennett ap- 
pointed schoolmaster. 

In 1750, the Eev. Mr. Honyman died at an advanced age. 
He was buried at the expense of the church, on the south side 
of the passage from the gate to the church, where his tomb- 
stone now lies. His salary was £70 per annum. 

In July, 1751, the Church agreed to ask the Society to send 
them Mr. Beach as minister. On the 27th of August, 1752, a 
committee was appointed to collect, by subscription, a sum suffi- 
cient to purchase a parsonage. Their success was such, that in 
December the house was purchased for the purpose aforesaid. 

Mr. Thomas Potter arrived in 1754,' having been sent by the 
Venerable Society as missionary. In November, Mr. Potter 
left. The church, being destitute of a minister, called the Rev. 
Marmaduke Brown, of Portsmouth. He accepted the caU, and 
arrived in December. 

In 1768, the old tower was taken down, and a new one built, 
eighteen feet square, and sixty feet high. In 1769, Mr. Brown 
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went to England on a visit Dnring his absence, Mr. Bisset 
supplied his place as minister. 

Oct. 27, 1770, there was a severe gale of wind, in which the 
spindle on the steeple was broken off below the ball. 

The Easter-Monday after the death of Mr. Brown, the con- 
gregation chose Mr. Bisset their minister, until the Venerable 
Society should be heard from. On Sunday, the 8th of Decein- 
ber,'^1776, the British fleet and army took possession of the 
Island of Ehode Island, which event gave a new character to 
everything here of a local nature. Mr. Bisset continued with 
the church until the evacuation of the Island, which took place 
October 25th, 1779. 

Many of the leading members of Trinity Church were of the 
royal party, who went with them to New York ; and among the 
number was the minister, Mr. Bisset, who left his wife and 
child behind, in the most destitute circumstances. His fumi- 
ture was seized by the State of Bhode Island ; but afterwards, 
upon the petition of his wife to the Oeneral Assembly, it was 
restored to her, and she, with' her child, was permitted to go to 
her husband in New York. 

A few days after the British left Newport, some young men 
of the town, and among them two American oflScers, ehtered 
the church, and despoiled it of the altar-piece, consisting of the 
King's arms, the Lion and the Unicom. They were highly or- 
namented, and were placed against the great east window. 
After trampling them under foot, they were carried to the north 
battery, and set up for a target to fire at The other embleoM 
of royalty, being out of reach, were allowed to remain. They 
consist of one royal crown on the spire, and another on the top 
of the organ. This structure has never been subjected to the 
hand of modem vandalism, and we trust that the inhabitants 
of the ancient town will guard it with the most scrupulous care. 
The interior is now the same as when Dean Berkley preached 
in it, and the pulpit is now the only one in America ever graced 
by the occupancy of that distinguished prelate. The church 
was, at the time of which we are speaking, without a minister. 
As it had been nursed by the high church party in England, it 
was unpopular with the mass of the people, who were writhing 
under the scourge inflicted by that very party. The church 
edifice, too, had been spared by those ruthless invaders who 
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faad worshipped in it, while they had desecrated the other pla- 
ces of worship in the town, by converting them into hospitals, 
etc. { and every part of them but the shells, they had demol- 
ished. 

There was no service in the church immediately after Mr, 
Bissot left, and the minister of the " Sixth principal Baptist So- 
ciety" of this town, the Eev. Gardner Thurston, was allowed 
to occupy the church, with his numerous tongregation, until 
their own place of worship was repaired — from 1781 to 1786— 
at which period the Bev. James Sayre was engaged and settled 
as minister. 

. He took upon him the duties of that offioe on the 1st of Oc- 
tober. In 1787, the pews built in the west aisle of the church 
were taken down, and the passage from the north to the south 
doors again laid open. 

In 1788, Mr. Bours and a majority of the congregation 
came to an open rupture with Mr. Sayre. They charged him 
with ^'refusing to puf a vote in the vestiy, which he had pre- 
viously agreed to do,*' 

It appears Mr. Sayre soon left the church ; but by what 
means they got rid of him — ^whether through the means of 
Bishop Seabury, whose mediation had been re<|uested by a por- 
tion of the congregation, by his voluntary relinquishment of his 
charge, or by compulsion, the records do not inform us. 

By a vote of May 5th, 1789, the Bev. William Smith, of St 
Paul's Church, Narraganeett, was invited to visit the church 
«very other week, which invitation he accepted, with the con- 
sent of his own church; and in December following, he was 
called to become the minister of Trinity church, which he ac- 
cepted. 

The Rev. Mr. Smith was not agreeably settled, inasmuch as 
the society were divided. The feuds which had originated be- 
tween Mr. Sayre and Mr. Bours had not been healed, and 
many of the minority refused to attend church under the 
preaching of Mr. Smith, but preferred holding meetings of wor- 
ship in their private houses. Mr. Smith received a call from 
the church at Norwalk, Conn., which he accepted, and em- 
barked for his new station April 12, 1797. 

The church, on the 14th of May, invited the Bev. John S. J. 
Gardner, assistant minister of Trinity churchi Boston, to come 
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to Newport, and spend s few Bnndays. In Hr. Gardner^ 
answer to the cbarcb, dated September 17th, he calls it "• 
scattered church, and a divided people.'' Fur these reasons, 
and because his own church, rather than part with him, had 
raised bis salary to 9800, be declined the invitation, biit Teooin- 
mended to the church, a young man named Theodore Dehor. 
On the 8tb of October, 1797, Mr. Dehor was chosen ministSTi 
and requested to obtain orders. November 19th, his salnry wis 
fixed at $700 per annum, with the use of the parsonage and lot, 
and other perquisites of said office. On the 7th of January, 1798, 
he entered upon the duties of his ministry. Mr. Dehor proved 
very acceptable to the society, which again united in the bonds 
of harmony and Christian fellowship, flourished and increased 
to an overflowing congregation. In 1798, a vestry was bu3t io 
the north east corner of the church ; in this spot a Aill length 
portrait of Mr. Honyman hangs. In 1799, a new school-house 
was erected on the lot where the old one formerly stood. The 
old one had been pulled down, as we have reason to believe, in 
the hard winter of 1780, and given to the poor of the church for 
fuel. 

In 1804, the church bell which had been in use sixty-three 
years cracked, and was again cast over. In November of the 
same year, the new bell cracked and was still again re-east The 
affairs of the church having been settled under the pastoral care 
of Eev. Mr. Dehor, but little worthy of notice took place until 
1809. For about ten years previous to that time, many mem- 
bers of the corporation had been anxious the church should pos- 
sess a fund, to be invested, and the interest arising to be exclu- 
sively appropriated to the minister's salary. This year they set 
themselves to work in earnest to accomplish the desirable pur- 
pose. On the 2d of June, the vestry appointed a committee to 
report a plan to raise a permanent fund, and in August the said 
committee made a report which was not adopted. 

A new committee was appointed, which reported in Decem- 
ber, 1810, whose report being adopted, measures were taken for 
carrying it mto effect. The members of the congregation were 
solicited to subscribe such sums as they were willing to contri- 
bute towards the fund ; no one being obliged to pay until the 
whole sum subscribed should amount to six thousand dollars. 
Ih a short time a list of six thousand and fifty dollars was ob- 
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The subBcribere being thus held for the amounts sub- 
scribed, agreeably to the terms of their subBcriptions, the money 
was collected and invested in bank stock — the dividends on 
which were to be regularly invested until the capital should 
amount to ten thousand dollars. After which the yearly in- 
come was to be applied to the payment of the minister's salary, 
and for no other purpose. This was fully accomplished in due 
time, and one thousand dollars added by the bequest of Mr. 
8amuel Brown, of Boston, a native of Newport, making the per- 
manent fund eleven thousand dollars, at the original cost of the 
stock. 

In February, 1810, the Rev. Theodore Dehor resigned the 
rectorship of the church, but tendered his services until the 
ensahig autumn. On the 28th of October, he preached his last 
sermon to the congregation, and proceeded to exercise the Epis- 
copal offices of Eector of St MichaePs, Charleston, and Bishop 
of South Carolina. 

When Mr. Dehor retired, the Rev. Samuel Wheaton, who 
married the sister of Mr. Dehor, and who had been previously 
engaged to preside over the church, arrived here from New- 
Haven, and took charge of the parish. The Rev. Mr. Wheaton 
presided over the church for thirty years, when he resigned, and 
the Rev. Francis Vinton was chosen Rector, and entered on 
his duties at Easter, 1840, and was instituted Rector April 
14th, 1841. 

It is a subject of regret that Mr. Wheaton could not have 
continued to preside over the parish until his removal by death, 
for he was a devoted servant of Christ, and endeared himself to 
the people of Newport by a blameless life and godly conversa- 
tion. His resignation was not voluntary but compulsory, and 
continued to be a source of bitterness to hia mind, until his re- 
moval to higher honors in the church triumphant in heaven. 

The present officiating minister is the Rev. Mr. Brewer. It 
has been intimated that there is an organ in Brooklyn, New- 
Yoric, which bears the inscription as being the gift of Bishop 
Berkley ; now Bishop Berkley never presented but one organ, 
and that was to Trinity church in Newport If the old pipes^ 
which were removed when the organ was repaired, were taken 
to Brooklyn, and worked into an organ, this does not make it 
the gifl of Bishop Berkley. The reader can draw his own in- 
ferences. 
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Mr. Eay, of whom particular mentioD has been made aa a 
benefactor to Trinitj church, alao made a liberal bequest to 
8t Michael's church, Bristol, of 160 acres of land oo Pappoose 
Bquaw Neck, to sustain a grammar school. What disposition 
has been made of the income, we are not properly apprized, 
but would hope that the wishes of the donor haye been complied 
with, though such is not apt to be the case. The disregard 
which has too frequently been paid to the wishes and intentions 
of donors, should put man on his guard, in devising property ta 
churches. 



THE FIBST AND SECOND GONGEEQATIONAL GHUBCHia 

In January, 1696, Mr. Nathaniel Clap, of Dorchester, in 
Massachusetts. Bay, a graduate of Howard College, by the 
advice of the minister of Boston, came to Newport and preached 
till bis death. It was not, however, till the year 1720, that s 
church was gathered and organized, and Mr. Clap was ordained 
and installed its pastor. November 20th, the church consisted of 
the following fourteen male members, viz. : Nathaniel Clap, John 
Reynolds, Thomas Brown, Culbert Campbell, Ebenezer Daven- 
port, William Sanford, Eichard Clark, Job Bieset, Joshua Btat- 
son, Kendal Nichols, (he was an influential merchant of Newport, 
and died Sept. 18, 1767, aged 81 years,) John Mayhem, James 
Carey, Nathaniel Townsend, and John Labeer. 

The church under Mr. Clap's ministry fiourished, and addi- 
tions were gradually made to its numbers for about three years, 
when the sacrament of the Lord's Supper ceased to be admin* 
itstered by the pastor, and at the same time he refused to admiD- 
ister the ordinance of Baptism to a child of Mr. Kendal Nichols, 
who with his wife were communicants of the church. He 
thought his church was not pure, and' that its members were 
" not of sufficiently holy conversatiou" for the holy ordinance. 

In the original correspondence, (still extant,) between Mr. 
Clap and Mr. and Mrs. Nichols, on the subject of his refusal 
to baptize the infant of the latter, there is assigned no reason 
for such refusal, but a distrust on the part of Mr. dap^ of the 
Christian state of Mr. and Mrs. Nichols^ 
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This course on the part of Mr. Clap gave great offence, and 
was the commencement of a fire that continued to bum for 
many years. The church and congregation revered their pas- 
tor, and admired him as a truly evangelical apostolical preacher, 
but were displeased with his rigid course of discipline and 
church government. 

In July 20th, 1724, the church addressed a respectful appli- 
cation to their pastor, soliciting his consent to have recourse 
to other churches for sacramental privileges, if bodily weakness 
was the only reason of his denying or withholding them, but 
without success. 

Mr. Clap, in answer to a remonstrance from B. Ellery and S. 
Vernon, Esq., said: 

" I came here by the advice of the Rev. minister of Boston. 
I have continued here by his advice; I have preached the 
Gospel here. As for you who are trying to drive me away, I 
would have you to consider the awful account you will have to 
give for the damnation of the souls that will be lost for the want 
of my preaching." 

Although Mr. Clap was not inclined, to assign a plausible 
reason, or one that was satisfactory to the church, in the singu- 
lar course which he took in refusing to baptize the child of Mr. 
and Mrs. Nichols, and subsequently in suspending the holy ordi- 
nance of Communion, yet tradition has informed us, that there 
was a valid reason in his mind, which led him to pursue such a 
course. It was owing to a remark made to him soon afler his 
taking possession of the parsonage, which he understood was 
built expressly for him by Mr. Nichols. A female member of 
his church, who called upon him soon afler he was quietly set- 
tled in his new home, on learning his gratification of the favor 
which had been conferred upon him by Mr. Nichols, she very 
indiscreetly remarked, that as long as he remained the pastor of 
the church, the house was his. On Mr. Clap's interrogating her 
where she had derived her information of this fact, she replied 
that she had it from Mr. Nichols. This, no doubt, ied him to 
suspect that a possibility existed of an attempt to dissolve 
the connection, which at that period was viewed as solemn and 
as sacred as the marriage contract. The least allusion to such 
an event was considered in the light of a gross insult. And it 
has been also said that on Mr. Nichols calling upon Mr. Clap, 



320 HI8T0RT OF EBODK JBLAKSK 

he was received with ooldnees, and that he at oooe pot the 
question to Mr. Nichols, wishing to know of him whose hoaaa 
this was. On being told it was his, he then requested Mr. 
Nichols at once to leave it 

This shows that he retained a degree of self respect, howeier 
his conduct may be viewed by the pigmies and dwar& of the 
present day. In the view of Mr. Clap, it looked like an invamon 
of his^rights, which if not checked in the bud, might lead to dis- 
astrous consequences to the church and to the ministry. - This 
is the most probable reason which can be assigned for his sin- 
gular conduct 

In the year 1745, Mr. Gallender published a discourse occa- 
sioned by the death of his friend, the Eev. Mr. Clap, in whioh 
he pays a high tribute of affectionate veneration to his memory. 
Mr. Gallender^s sermon was founded on Hebrews ziii., 7, & The 
prominent traits in bis character are faithfully delineated in the 
following extracts from this sermon : . 

'< The main stroke in his character, was lus eminent sanc- 
tity and piety, and an ardent desire to promote the knowledge 
and practice of true godliness in others. As his understanding 
was above the common level, so was his learning, though he 
studiously concealed it He thought his station required mors 
than common instances of innocency, self-denial, and caatioD. 
He abounded in contrivances to do good, by scattering hookB 
of piety and virtue, not such as minister questions and strife, 
but godly edifying, and put himself to a very considerable ex- 
pense, that he might by this method awaken the careless and 
secure, comfort the feeble minded, succor the tempted, instruct 
the ignorant, and quicken, animate, and encourage alL His 
abounded in acts of charity to the poor and necessitous, to 
whom he was a kind father and guardian. In fine, he was a 
public blessing, as an able minister of the New Testament, an 
example of unspotted piety, and an honor to religion. There 
are two things in which he excelled in so remarkable a maimer, 
that I must not omit them : his care about the education of 
children, and his concern for the instruction of servants. 

" The conclusion of his life and ministry, was a peaceful and 
happy death, without those raptures which some boast of, but 
with perfect resignation to the will of Gk>d, and good hope and 
humble confidence in Christ Jesus, who was the sum of his 
doctrine, and the end of his conversation." 
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While he was eminently pious, he was at the seime time veiy 
Eccentric. '' The administrator of his estate informed the 
writer, that he found among the papers and dust of his study, 
which be never allowed to be swept, several hundred dollars, 
in many little parcels, wrapped in orange peel or paper, which 
had probably fallen from his table, without observation or sub- 
sequent search ; 'and likewise, another sum of considerable 
amount, on the shelves of his closet, in paper, and orange*peeL 

^' There was likewise a barrel, almost full of tops, which he 
had purchased of boys in the street, to show his disapprobation 
of the vain sport It was his custom to walk out in a black 
velvet cap, and in a gown girded about his loins. In one side 
' of it he would carry books, and in the other cakes, and with 
one or the other of which he would generally succeed in pur- 
chasing of boys their tops, and would give them kind advice, so 
that instead of fleeing from him, they loved to see him ap- 
proach." — Reminiscences of Hopkins, 

Their next step, July, 1725, was to propose a colleague, as a 
means of allaying all uneasiness ; this, Mr. Clap declined. The 
church and congregation were determined, and the services of 
- lir. Bass were obtained for a short season, and after him, Mr. 
John Adams ; this must have been some time in 1727. Mr. 
Clap, after a while, utterly refused any association with Mr. 
Adams, and entirely occupied the pulpit on the Lord's day, not 
. giving opportunity to the other to preach. This exasperated 
the people to such a degree, that nearly half of both churches 
and congregations withdrew, and met in a separate place, under 
Mr. Adams' ministry. 

In 1728, an exparte Council of Churches was convened on 
the 3rd of April, which, afler solemn supplication to God for 
his gracious presence and direction, came to the following 
result, unanimously agreed in, upon mature deliberation. The 
Council then went on to say, " that as Mr. Adams had received 
a valid call to the coUeagueship with Mr. Clap, they affection- 
ately advised Mr. Clap and his friends to consent to Mr. 
Adams* ordination ; and if they would not, they recommended 
the aggrieved party to use the same house of worship, for the 
time being, one in the morning and the other in the evening, 
with their respective pastors." Mr. Clap persisted in having 
no intercourse with Mr. Adams. 
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Tradition informs us, that when the Council had assembled 
at the parsonage, to endeavor to adjust the differences which 
existed between a portion of the church and Mr. Clap, he 
came from his study with a plate in his hand, containing as 
many figs as there were ministers present, and after handing 
them round, until he came to the last, remarked, '^ here is a fig 
for you all;'' and immediately retired to his study. This 
illustrates the moral courage of the ministry at that day. 

A new church was organized, and Mr. Adams ordained 
their pastor, April 11th, 1728. The Lord's Supper was ad- 
ministered on Lord's day, May 11th, 1728. The place of 
worship where Mr. Clap then preached, was situated in 
Tanner-street, and its occupancy by Mr. Adams, contrary to 
his wishes, was so displeasing to him, that he would not consent 
to preach in it again. A new house was erected, which at 
present is occupied by the Unitarian Society, under the pastoral 
care of the Eev. Mr. Brooks. When the house was completed, 
and they had brought him the key, the first question he asked, 
was, " Is it paid for ?" On being informed that a small 
balance remained unsettled, he handed back the key, and not 
until the debt was cancelled would he consent to occupy t&e 
house, which was quickly done. Such was the moral principle 
of that day. 

Mr. Whitfield, in his Journal, in his remarks on Mr. Clap, 
says, " His countenance was very heavenly, and he prayed 
most affectionately for a blessing on my coming to Hhode 
Island. I could not but think I was sitting by one of the 
patriarchs." 

Dean Berkley was intimate with Mr. Clap, and often spoke 
of his good deeds, and exemplary character. He said, '< Before 
I saw Father Clap, I thought the Bishop of Bome had the most 
grave aspect of any man I ever saw ; but really, the minister 
of Newport has the most venerable appearance." 

The Bev. |Mr. Clap continued his pastoral care over the 
First Church, until his death, though he abandoned the house, 
as before remarked, to Mr. Adams and his Church. 

1733. This year, the Second Congregational Church built 
a new meeting-house, in Clarke-street 

The Bev. Mr. Adams was dismissed, February 25th, 1729 — 
1730. 
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April 2l8t, 1731, the Rev. James Searing was ordained over 
the Second Church, He died January 6th, 1755, aged fifty 
years. 

May, 1740, the Rev. Joseph Gardner was ordained co-pastor 
with Mr. Gap, over the First Church, and was dismissed 
June 10th, 1743. • 

June 20th, 1744, Jonathan Helier was ordained co-pastor 
with Mr. Ciap, over the First Church, and died May 27th, 
1745, He was a very ingenious and excellent man. 

October 30th, 1745, the Rev Nathaniel Clap died, at the 
advanced age of seventy-eight years. His remains lay in the 
Arnold burial ground, at the rear of the Unitarian Church. 

October 29th, 1746, the Rev. William Vinal was ordained 
pastor of the First Church, and was dismissed September 2l8t, 
1768. 

April nth, 1755, Rev. Samuel Hopkins was intalled pastor 
of the First Congregational Church. 

October 22d, 1755, Rev. Ezra Stiles was ordained pastor of 
the Second Congregational Church. It was a most curious 
coincidence that two such minds should have been settled 
over Newport churches the same year. 

At the settlement of these distinguished divines, Hopkins 
and Stiles, over the churches in Newport, they were in a 
flourishing condition, and continued so many years, and many 
additions were made to them ; but, in 1744, the difficulties 
connected with the relations that existed between Great Britain 
and her American Colonies, began to give warning of the 
conflict that ensued. Newport began to decline, commerce 
forsook her wharfs, many dwellings were emptied of their 
inhabitants, and the churches were in a great measure forsaken. 
Dr. Hopkins had removed his family ; and, in 1776, he himself 
left, and returned to reside with his family in Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts. 

On the 23rd of October, 1 775, the remnant of the Second 
Society met, and determined it to be inexpedient to continue 
public worship during the winter, in consideration of the tumul- 
tuous and evacuated state of the town. In the following 
March, their pastor left Newport, and these churches were 
destitute of ministers, and their members soattered abroad. 
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Both the houses of worship, during the wari had been used 
as barracks for the soldiers. The bell of the First Ghurx^h was 
carried to England, and the pulpit, pews, and fixtures, were 
demolished. The Second Church fared but little better ; for, 
though the pulpit was lefl standing, the enemy had put up a 
chimney in the middle of it, and destroyed the pews bdow, and 
ill the gallery. 

In the spring of 1780, Dr. Hopkins returned to his porish, to 
witness a scene of desolation and misery ; some of tne mem- 
bers of the church and congregation had died, many had 
sought other homes, and those that remained, were bo im- 
poverished and dispirited, that only a few had the moral 
courage to think of reviving their church. But they were 
eventually able to succeed. 

It has already been remarked, that the enemy had completely 
destroyed the interior of the church, and their fimited resources 
prevented their refitting it, only in a plain manner. For years 
there was no paint on the pews, and the impression was visibly 
seen in the aisles, where the British soldiers had struck the 
muzzles of their guns. The people of Taunton very kindly 
gave them the pulpit, which continued to be graced witb 
Hopkins, and his successors, so long as the plaee of worship 
was used by the society. 

But although there was no outward adorning, yet an amount 
of piety existed at that period, which more than supplied its 
place. The female members of his church were many of them 
eminently pious. There was Madam Osborne, Susannah An- 
thony, Hannah Johnson, Mrs. Donely, with many others, 
^ whose praise is in all the churches.'' The writings of Madam 
Osborne and Susannah Anthony are to be met with in the Sab- 
bath School libraries of the land. They were the *' poor of 
this world, but rich in faith, and heirs o( the kingdom which 
God hath prepared for them that love him." They were U> 
Doctor Hopkins what Aaron and Hur were to Moses, they 
stayed up his hands, and encouraged his heart under the con- 
flicts and trials which, as a soldier of the cross, he was called 
to endure. At that period, there was something witnessed liko 
the primitive times, when love bound the church together as 
one. The world had not then the complete ascendency in the 
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huiDlm heift There was a reouDciatioD of '' the world, the 
iiesh, and the devil," and a childlike spirit seemed to charac- 
terize the church. 

During the war, Dr. Stiles had accepted the presidency of 
Yal^ College, although he was not formally dismissed from the 
pastoral charge till after the peace ; consequently, on their re- 
turn to Newport, the Second Church found themselves without 
a pastor, and continued in that state till the 24th of May, 1786, 
op which day the Ke^^. William Patton was ordained their min- 
ister. 

President Stiles ^as one of the most learned men that our 
country has ever produced. As a scholar, he was familiar with 
every department of learning. He had a profound and criti- 
cal knowledge of the Latin, Greek, French, and Hebrew Ian- 
J^ages ; in the Samaritan, Chaldee, Syriac, and Arabic, he had 
made considerable progress, and he had bestowed some atten- 
tion on the Persic and Coptic. He had a passion for history, 
ftad an intimate acquaintance with the rabbinical writings, and 
with those of the fathers of the Christian Church. As a 
preacher, he waj9 impressive and eloquent ; and the excellence 
of his sermons was enhanced by the energy of his delivery, and 
by the unction which pervaded them. His catholic spirit em- 
braced men of every nation, sect, and party. In the cause of 
civil and religious liberty, he was enthusiastic. In his discourse 
on Christian union, he says : '* There ought to be no restric- 
tions on the conscience of an honest and sober believer of reve- 
lation." 

The following appropriate remarks are from the pen of Chan- 
cellor Kent, one of Dr. Stiles' pupils. 

^^ A more constant and devoted friend to the Kevolution and 
independence of his country, never existed. He had anticipa- 
ted it as early as the year 1760, and his whole soul was enlisted 
in favor of every measure which led on gradually to the for- 
mation and establishment of the American Union. He was 
distinguished for the dignity of his deportment, the politeness 
of his address, and the urbanity of his manners." President 
Stiles was for more than twenty years a resident and distin- 
guished ornament of Rhode Island. 

December 20th, 1803, Eev. Samuel Hopkins, D.D., died aged 
^2 years. In his death, the church sustained a heavy loss. 
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Though not eloquent, as was Dr. Stiles, yet there was a sokiii- 
nity in his preaching which carried conviction to the under- 
standing and heart, and shewed the sincerity of his mind, as one 
in whom you could rely. Decision of character was pre^mi- 
Deotly conspicuous in his whole character — a trait sddom to he 
met with at the present day. His theological views were acaie-, 
what peculiar, and gave great offence, though his opponeDts 
were constrained to admit his honesty. 

He was a target at which the arrows of matice were thrown, 
hut he stood, as he remarked, "like a hrasen wall, un- 
hurt.^' Charies Cahoone, who was skeptical in his views, and 
rather eccentric, was disposed to annoy the Doctor hy sending* 
persons to him to buy brimstone. Such conduct was highly 
displeasing to the Doctor, but it never deterred him from 
preaching what he believed to be the troth. Cahoone was, 
a carver, and a specimen of his work may be seen on the rorf 
of the house of Engine No. VI., at the head of King-street 
It represents old Breton, an English rigger, dressed in his pet- 
ticoat, trowsers, and cocked hat, with the pig-tail tobscco hang- 
ing out of his pocket. It is afac simile of the person. 

" Dr. Hopkins was a distinguished divine. His mind was 
discerning, and his application was almost unequaled. He 
sometimes devoted to his studies eighteen hoars in a day. One 
of his peculiar sentiments, was that the inability of sinners is 
moral, not natural ; but this is only saying that their inability 
consists in disinclination of heart, or of opposition of will, to 
what is good. Combining the Calvinistjc doctrine that God • 
has foreordained whatsoever comes to pass, with his views of 
the nature of sip as consisting entirely in the intention or dispo- 
sition of the mind, he inferred that it was no impeachment npon 
the character of the most righteous Disposer of all events, to 
say, not only that He had decreed the existence of sin, bnt thai 
He exerted His own power to produce it The design being be- 
nevolent, he contended that no more iniquity could be attached to 
this act, than to the bare permission of sin. This is another of 
his peculiarities. From his view of the nature of holiness, as con- 
sisting in disinterested benevolence, he also inferred that a 
Christian should be willing to perish forever, to be forever mis- 
erable, if it should be necessary for the glory of God and tha^ 
good of the universe that he should encounter this destractioo. 
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" Instead of the Calvinistic doctrine of the strict imputation 
of Adam's sin, and of the righteousness of Christ, he chose 
rather to adopt the language of Scripture in saying, that on 
account of the first transgres8\on, men were made or constitu- 
ted sinners, and that men are justified on account of the right- 
eousness of Christ, or through the redemption which there is in 
him. Another of his peculiarities is, that all sin consists in sel- 
fishness. '^ 

He was a man of large stature, and well proportioned ; 
dressed in the costume of the age, with a full bottomed wig, 
he presented an imposing appearance. 

Sept. 12, 1804, Rev. Caleb T. Tenney was installed pastor of 
the First Church, and was dismissed May 29th, 1815. 

Aug. 23d, 1815, Kev. Calvin Hitchcock was installed over 
the First Church, and was dismissed August 23d, 1820. 

July 25th, 1821, Eev. Samuel Austin, D. D., was installed 
pastor of the First Church, and was dismissed in 1826. Dr. 
Austin, previous to his coming to Newport, had been Presi- 
dent of Burlington College, Vermont. He was an able exposi- 
tor of the Scriptures. 

He was succeeded by Rev. William Torrey, January, 1827, 
who was dismissed in May, 1829, rather unceremoniously. 

March 24th, 1830, Kev. William Beecher was ordained pas- 
tor of the First Church, and dismissed June 23d, 1833. 

April 18th, 1833, Rev. William Patten was dismissed from 
his pastoral charge over the Second Church, after having min- 
istered to his people for the long period of forty-seven years. 
If great success did not attend his ministrations, if additions 
were not as numerous as in some instances, nevertheless he was 
a pious and devoted servant of Christ, and was strongly en- 
deared to the members of his Church. 

Dr. Patten was a fine classical scholar. There was no at- 
tempt at display in the pulpit ; he delivered the truths and left 
it with God to apply it to the hearts and consciences of his 
hearers. The reason assigned for his dismission, was thaf the 
Church had been long in a declining state. This was not of 
Bufi[icient weight to dissolve a connection which had existed for 
nearly half a century. Dr. Patten had spent the energies of 
his youth in their Service ; he had reared pp a large family in 
their midst and all bis dearest associations were there. It was 
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painfnl to his mind to be under the necesrity of taming his 
back OD the people of bis charge, and to take up bia resid^iioa 
in a spot where the changes had been so great in the period of 
nearly half a century, that he scarcely knew any of the inhalH- 
tants. 

It would have been far better, had the church and sodelj 
proposed a colleague, and allowed the veperable servant of Qod 
to have lived and died in their midst. 

Dr. Patten, though dignified in manners, and oomnuuMSog 
the respect of all, was yet very companionable^ and at times 
highly amusing. A Mrs. K., a lady from the South, and coBf 
nected with some of the first families, became insane, and was 
placed in the family of Kev. William Patten. Bhe was rather 
disposed to sneer at his pretensions to the ministerial ofllce, 
which he pleasantly submitted to. Subsequently, Bnown Uoi- 
versity conferred on him the degree of D. D. . Mrs. K. contin- 
ued her attacks, when the Doctor remarked, " Why, Mrs. K, 
I am really surprised that a lady of your rank and dignity, wiD 
condescend so low as to insult a Doctor of Divinity.'' . She ap- 
peared greatly surprised at the announcement. " You a D. D. ?*' 
" Yes, madam ; do you require my credentials ?" " No, mr," 
she replied ; and from that moment, as he informed the author,- 
she was always respectful. The Doctor jocosely remarked that 
this was all the benefit he derived from the Doctorate. 

For many years, the Second Church was destitute of a siii^ 
male member, and was indebted to the Deacons of the FirM 
Church for the duties which pertain to that ofiSce, in the cele- 
bration of the Lord's Supper. In 1833, a project for uniting 
these two churches in one began to be talked of, and gradually 
gained favor, until at length, on the d4th of May, 1833, the 
work was consummated. 

On the 26th of Sept., 1839, the Bev. A. Henry Dumont was 
installed, by an Ecclesiastical Council, the first pastor of the ^^ 
United Church. 

Tne societies being united in one, deemed it. expedient to 
erect a new house of worship, which was accordingly done^ 
This house was solemnly dedicated to the worship of the Trir 
une Ood, on the 4th of June, 1834. 

The present pastor is the Kev. Thatcher Thayer, who auo^ 
eeeded the Bev. Mr. Dumont, and who is highly esteemed by 
his people. 
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The two Oongregatioaal ChuroheB, up to tbe tune of the 
death of Dr. Hopkins, enjoyed the most entire harmony. So 
pure and deep was the sympathy of the two pastors, that they: 
called each other by the appellations oi father aqd son. The 
last time that Dr. Hopkins walked out with Dr. Patten, who at. 
that time was comparatively a young man, and accompanied 
him home. Dr. Hopkins said, *' What ne^ have I any n^ore of. 
a cane, since I have your arm ;'' and gave his cane .or long. 
' staff, mounted with ivory, into the hands of Dr. Patten, who, 
used it afterwards, and reckoned it among his choice things.: 
They were like David and Jonathan, ^^ pleasant and lovely in 
their lives," and in their resting place on earth they are. not: 
divided. They repose in front of the Spring-street church. 

A strong desire is expressed by the family of the late. ]a-t 
mented Dr. Patten, that a monument be erected to his memory »; 
and we trust, for the honor of the town, that no obstacles will- 
be thrown in the way of the accomplishment of the object • 

At the same time, the church and society over which Dr. 
Hopkins presided for so many years, should erect a suitable 
monument to his memory, or join with the family of Dr. Patten* 
in the praiseworthy undertaking. 

The estimation in which Dr. Hopkins' writings were held in 
Scotland, led the College at Edinburgh to confer on him the 
degree of D.D. It was a high honor, and showed that they, 
highly appreciated his talents as an able theologian. 

Dr. Hopkins' salary, for many years, did not exceed $200 per 
annum, and the parsonage house, which is still standing. His 
study would only admit of a table, with just suflBcient room to 
move round it ; it was there he wrote his System of Divinity, 
which cost him ten years' labor, and for the copyright of which 
he obtained $800. 

A wealthy lady of his church, Mrs. Wright, was in the habit 
of furnishing himself and wife, which then comprised his fam- 
ily, dinner three times a week from her own table; and he and 
his companion would oflen take tea out, with some of his pa- 
rishioners, who were always gratified with the visit of their 
pastor. Dr. Hopkins often remarked that he would not ex- 
change his situation for an increase of salary, so delighted Kaa 
he with N^port, and the affectionate church over which he 
ministered. 
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But few such self-sacrificing spirits are to be met with in this 
world. It was theflock^ and not the fleece he was after. He 
had consecrated himself to the work of the Gospel ministry, 
and in that service be labored until removed bj death. He 
looked for higher honors than earth could possibly confer, as 
the reward of his labors and toils in the service of bis Lord 
and Master. A faithful minister will proclaim the truth to both 
saint and sinner ; he will not shun to declare the whole counsel 
of God. The commission which he professes to have received, 
binds him to the faithful performance of this du^. His oflSce 
is not one of earthly appointment, if well understood — ^though 
many at this day seem to view it so, by the cautious manner in 
which they wield the weapons of the Gospel, lest the minds of 
their hearers should be disturbed. It was not so with Hop- 
kins and his associates ; they believed that the investiture was 
from Jehovah, and that obedience was required of all who bene 
the vessels of the sanctuary. They put their trust entirely in 
God, and not in man for a blessing on their labors of love. 
Such were the divines Clark, Callender, Stiles, Hopkins, Brown, 
Clap, Thurston, and Patten, who graced the pulpits of that 
day. 

1787. — Last Saturday night arrived here Capt Benjamin 
Pearce, in the brig Elizabeth, sixty-three days from Copenhagen, 
brining a bell of about 1,100 lbs. weight, for the Second Con- 
gregational Church of the City of Newport ** The City rf 
Newport" is cast on the bell. It is now in the belfry of the 
Union Congregational Church, in Spring-street 



THE FIKST BAPTIST CHURCH IN NEWPORT, AND THE 

FIRST IN AMERICA. 

The First Baptist Church in Providence having arrogated to 
itself the honor of being the first in the State and in the oountiy, 
it was taken for granted that their clainwwas a valid one, and 
none attempted to deny to them the honor. But recently the 
subject has undergone a thorough examination, which has 
resulted in giving an entire new version to the subject A com- 
mittee was appointed by the church at Providence, to investi- 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN NEWPORT. 331 

gate the matter, of which Bev. T. C. Jameson was Ghairmao, 
wherein they report that they " are of the opinion that the 
Baptist church at Newport was formed certainly before the 1st 
of May, 1639, and probably on the 7th of March, 1638." In- 
stead of submitting to the report, which, according to parlia- 
mentary usages, they should have done, they came out with a 
review of the doings of their committee, and finding themselves 
driven to the wall by the weight of evidence furnished of the 
priority of the First Church in Newport, labored to show that 
it was not in its commencement Anna-Baptist, butPsedo-Baptist 

May 11th, 1639. The existence of this church was matter 
of public record in Massachusetts : 

" 1639. The people of Aquedneck, gathered a church in a 
very disordered way, for they took some excommunicated per- 
sons, and others who were members of the church of Boston, 
and not dismissed." 

" The church of Boston sent three brethren with letters to Mr. 
Goddington, and the rest of our members at Aquedneck, to 
understand their judgment in divers points of religion formerly 
maintained by all, or divers of them, and to require them to 
give account to the church of their unwarrantable practice, in 
communicating with excommunicated persons, &c. When they 
came, they found that those of them who dwelt at Newport, 
had joined themselves to a church there, newly constituted, 
and therefore refused to hear them as messengers of our church, 
or to receive the church's letters. Whereupon, at their return, 
the elders and most of the church would have them cast out, as 
refusing to hear the church, but all not being agreed, it was de- 
feTved,''—Winthrop'8 J&urnal, \st month, (March) 24, 1639-40. 

From this extract, it appears that this church, from its or- 
ganization, rejected infant baptism, the supervision of the civil 
magistrates, &c., and was in fact a Baptist church. On what 
other ground can we possibly reconcile the conduct of the 
church at Newport, in thus refusing to receive the messengers 
which were sent from Boston ? Most certainly, if they had been 
at this period PsBdoBaptist, they would never have rejected 
those of the same faith and order, but would have extended the 
right hand of fellowship to their brethren. It is well-known 
that'infant baptism at that day among Peedo-Baptists, was the 
sine qua non, and all who differed in this grand essential were 
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viewed as heretical and worthy to receive thirty stripea, wUek- 
were aubeequentl j inflicted on Mr. Holmes and others with great 
severity. 

The charge preferred against this church was ** ia their oom- 
municating with excommunicated .persons." Now, it is not 
probable that the church in Newport woidd receive into their 
communion, persons of immoral character, but raUier individ-. 
uals that had thought proper .to exercise their own private 
judgment in 'matters of conscience. This was a point which 
gave offence to the churches in Massaohosetts, and led them to 
view the church in Newport, as unworthy of their fellowship, 
having abandoned a vital principle of Christianity. There is. 
displayed a spnrit of dictation by the Congregational cbnrches 
of Massachusetts towards this church, which preeminently 
characterizes their history. They came to Newport to 
beat this church, but the church would not ^recognize tbem 
bretbrfen of the same faith and ordet* ynth tbeiikiselves. . Thegr 
Anna-Baptists 'as early ais this period, foe in no other senae can w6> 
reconcile their conduct towards the churches of MasanduMettiy' 
which is well-known were Psedo-Baptist^ and held 16 the ocdi* 
nance of inffint sprinkling as a matter of. infinite importance. -. 

The First Baptist Church in Providence has aaaomodJiPO. 
points, which she is unable to maintain : Pirst, her exiBtenos* 
being prior to that of the (^urcfa at tNevrport;' secondly, thai, 
the church was founded by Roger Williams. Comer, the finfti: 
and for the eariy history of our denominationy the moat rdiahk, 
of writers, ascribes distinctly and repeatedly, this priori^ toother 
Newport church. He had form^ the design^ more, than ahiut- 
dred and twenty years ago, of writing the histotyof the Amen- 
can Baptists, and in that work which he only lived to cdmmevlce^ 
but which embraces an account of this chiirdb, Jie aaya iHione 
place, that it is the first of the Baptist denomination ; and doe? 
ing his history of itj he says : <* Thus I have briefly (given some. 
account of die settlement and progress of the Ffrst Baptist 
church on Bhode Island, in New-England, and the first in 
America." 

From the way in which he asserts it, the priority of the New* 
port church must have been a universally conceded faot He 
was eat^fol to excess, not to record as certain, that on which 
any susfMcion rested, and yet this fietther of American Baptist 
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history, whose veracity has never been questioD^d, states that m 
age it was prior to any other Baptist church in America, It is 
true, and I was sorry to see it, some later hand haa added in a 
note : " Excepting that of Providences^ Who wrote ithis, I will 
not say, but no one should touch Comer's writings*, unless he is 
a more reliable witness than that pains-takrng and impartial 
man. 

Besides his general carefulness, he was, when he wrote the 
above, on the most favorable terms with the Providence church, 
while a difficulty had occurred between him sind the Newpoit 
church, which caused him the most painful feelings. 

'This ibterpretation of the writings of Comer, in order to give 
the priority to the church at Providence, is most certainly an 
unchristian act, and shows to what miserable shifts they were 
driven to obtain the honor which justly belongs to another. 
This, however, is not the first attempt to pluck the laurels from 
the brow of the people of Newport, and which they have too 
long passively submitted to ; but a redeeming spirit is at work, 
'which will be put forth in defence of her just and lawful claims, 
as fhe ^rst to rear the Baptist standard in ibis land,: as well as 
the first to publish to the world the great principle of the rights 
of conscience. 

' Rev. Mr. Adlam has shown condumvely that thai present 
' Pirst Baptist church of Providence has existed only from 1652, 
[ utad thus it cannot be the oldest of the Baptists in America. Dr, 
Hague, late pastor of that church, in his " Historical Discourse,'^ 
prepaired with great care, and received with uncommon satis- 
faction and respect by his people, does not deny a single state- 
ment that Comer, or Callender, or Backus have made, but as far 
as he refers to this subject harmonizes with them. 

The First Baptist church in Providence has been called the 
•' Roger Williams' Church," implying that he was its first patron 
and founder, and this, until Very recently, has been the generally 
received opinion. Stephen Hopkins, Signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, grandson of Wickenden, uniformly affirmed 
that Wickenden was the first elder of the existing church, and 
asserted this in his " Histo!*y of Providence," published in 1765. 
Moses Brown, that venerable Nestor of Providence, as he is 
called by Knowles, always held that his ancestor Chad Brown, 
was the first elder of the Providence Baptist churoh. John 
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Angel, born in 1691, claimed the same honor for his grand- 
father, Oregory Dexter, ancestor of Nathaniel G. B. Dexter, 
Esq., of Pa^ucket, E. I. 

Gallender, in 1738, says : " The most ancient inhabitants now 
alive, some of them above eighty years old, who personally knew 
Mr. Williams, and were well acquainted with many of the ori- 
ginal settlers, never heard that Mr. Williams formed the Bap- 
tist church there, but always understood that Mr. Brown, tb, 
Wickenden, or Wigginton, Mr. Dexter, Mr. Olney, Mr. Tilling- 
hast, &c., were the first founders of that church." 

" This shows that the general opinion of Eoger Williams bmng 
the founder and first pastor of that church is a modem theory; 
the farther you go back, the less generally is it believed, till 
coming to the most ancient times, to the men who knew Wil- 
liams, they are such entire strangers to it, that they never heard 
that he formed the Baptist church there. 

" Among the evils that have resulted from the wrong data 
of the Providence church, has been the prominence given to 
Boger Williams. It is greatly to be regretted that it has 
ever entered into the mind of any one to make him, in America, 
the founder of our denomination. In no sense was he so ; wdl 
would it be for Baptists, and for Williams himself, could his 
short and fitful attempt to become a Baptist, be obliterated from 
the minds of men. A man only /our months a Baptist, and then 
renouncing his baptism forever, to be lauded and magnified as 
the founder of the Baptist denomination in the New World I 
There is another name long, too long concealed by Williams* 
being placed before him, who will in after time be regarded with 
unmingled affection and respect, as the true founder of the Bap- 
tist cause in this country. 

'^ That orb of purest lustre will yet shine forth, and Baptists, 
whether ^hey regard bis spotless character, his talents, his learn- 
ing, the services he rendered, the urbanity and the modesty 
that distinguished him, will mention John Clarke, as the real 
founder of our denomination in America. And when Baptist 
history is better known than it is at present, every one pointing 
to that venerable church, which on one of earth's loveliest spots 
he established, will say: '* This is the mother of us all 1" — Rev. 
S, Adlam^ on the Origin of the Baptist Churches. 

Having presented the proof of the priority of the VvaA 
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Baptist Church in Newport, we will proceed to notice the most 
important events connected with its history 

Dr. John Clarke was its first pastor. 

The first house erected to the worship of God, was built at 
Greenend ; they sold the house, and built a new* one in 1708, 
on the lot in Tanner-street, now used as a burial place for the 
pastors of the church. The ground was the gift of John Clarke. 

Mr. Obadiah Holmes was the second pastor of this church, 
and was called to that oflBce very soon after Mr. Clarke sailed 
for England. In him the church found a bold and fearless ad- 
vocate for truth, and a faithful and indefatigable pastor ; which 
office he continued to discharge, until, in 1682, he was removed 
from the scene of his ' sufferings and toils by death, in the 
seventy-sixth year of his age. He lies buried on the Holmes 
Farm, in Middletown, now owned by Gideon Peckham, E*sq., 
where a tomb is erected to his memory. 

Mr. Holmes was educated at the University of Oxford, in 
England, and seems to have been well adapted to the times in 
which he lived, — times which tried men's souls. The name of 
Holmes has now become extinct on the island, but his descen. 
dants, in the male line, are still numerous in New Jersey ; 
some of his descendants, in the female line, are still living in 
Newport. 

After Mr. Holmes' death, the church seems to have been 
without a pastor, until about the year 1690, when Mr. Eichard 
Dingley became their pastor. He continued with them only 
four years, when he left, and went to Charleston, South Caro- 
lina. After Mr. Dingley left, the church being few in number, 
and 'without any one to administer to them the word of life, 
they concluded to sit under the ministry of the Rev. Mr. 
Hiscox, of the Babbatarian Church. 

In 1711*, this little band were again permitted to go up to 
the Zion they loved, and sit under the ministry of the Rev. 
William Peckham, who was ordained to the pastoral care of 
the church that same year. 

Mr. Peckham continued faithfully to discharge the duties of 
his office, until the increasing infirmities of age rendered assist- 
ance indispensable to his own happiness, and the prosperity of 
the church. 

In May, 1718, it appears from the records of the church, 
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that a Mr. Daniel White was received to her fellowship, by a 
letter from a church in England, and was soon after invited by 
the church to assist Elder Peckham in the discharge of his 
ministerial services ; but he proved a very tronbleaome roan, 
and created a division in the church. ' ' '■ 

In 1724y. a meetinghouse Was erected for Mr. White, in 
which he continued to hold meetings for about four yeare ; 
when, hiaving but one individual member of his church left, he 
sold the meeting-house, and left the pldce. 

In 1725, the church invited Mr. John Comer to become the 
^colleague of Mr. Peckham, which invitation he accepted, and 
entered upon the duties of his office the following spring. Mr. 
Comer was a man of talents, and eminently successful as a 
minister of Jesus. Under his ministry, the number of the 
'church was increased. He also commenced the records of the 
church before alluded to, and to him we are indebted for much 
of her early history. But the prosperity and happiness of the 
.church, under Mr. Comer's administration, was soon interrupted 
by a 9ermon, delivered by him on Lord's day, November 17th, 
'1728, in which he maintained the doctrine of imposition of 
liands on baptized believers, as indispensable to church member- 
ship, &c. l^his discourse gave great uneasiness to the church, 
and finally resulted in his dismission^ which occurred on the 
,8th of January, 1729 ; they, however, parted with their late 
pastor in love and peace. 

The sixth pastor of this church, was the Eev. John Callander, 
nephew of the Kev. Elisha Callender, of the old Baptist 
' Church, in Boston. Mr. Callender was a native of Boston, 
and received his education at Harvard University, in Cam- 
bridge. ' He accepted the invitation of this church to become 
their pastor on the 4th of July, 1731, and on' the 13th day of 
October following, was set apart to that office, by fasting, and 
prayer, and the imposition of hands. The churches of BostcHi 
and Swanzey, by their ministers and messengers, were invited 
to participate in the services. 

Mr. Callender ministered in this church, during the period 
of almost seventeen years, and was very evidently attmided 
with the approbation and blessing of God. Like his divine 
master, Mr. Callender was poor in this world^s goods, '' bat 
rich in faith, and heir to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 



ESV. JOHN CALLENDSR. 337 

and that fadeth not away." His passage through this vale of 
tears, though not protracted to great length, was one of adver- 
sity, sickness, and pain. His departure from the toils and 
sorrows of earth, to that rest which remaioeth for the people of 
God, was on the 26th of January, 1748, in the forty-second 
year of his age. Mr. Callender not only lived to secure the 
reputation of the scholar and gentleman, but what is infinitely 
more valuable, the reputation of a liberal-minded, pious, and 
devoted christian. 

His Historical 3ermon, preached in March, 1738, has immor- 
talized his name. It breathes the same spirit of religious 
freedom and liberality of sentiment, that distinguished the names 
of Clarke, Coddington, and their associates. 

His remains lie in the burial place in Tanner-street, Newport, 
beside John Clarke, which render it a consecrated spot 

The following inscription was composed by Dr. Mofiht, a 
celebrated physician of Newport : 

" Confident of awakeniag, hem repoeeth, 

JOHN CALLENDER, 

Of very ezoellent endowments of nature, 

And of an aooomplished edocation, 
Improred hj application, in the wide oirole 
Of the more polite arts, and osefal toienoet, 
From motiree of eonaoienoe and grace, 
He dedicated himself to the immediate Mrrioe 

Of God, 
In which he wu distingaished as a shining 
And Tery burning light, by a true and faithful 
Ministry of seventeen years, in the First Baptist 
Church of Rhode Island ; where the purity 
And eyangelical simplicity of his doctrine, confirmed 
And embellished by the Tirtuous and devout tenor 

Of his own life, 
Endear'd him to his flock, and justly conciliated 
The esteem, lov«e, and reverence of all the 
Wise, worthy, and good. 
Much humility, benevolence, and charity 
Breathed in his conversation, disoonnes, and 

Writings, 
Which were all pertinent, reasonable, and useful. 
Regretted by all, lamented by his friends, end 
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Deeply deplored hj % Wife, tnd nniiMraiii ianm, 

He died 
In the forty-eeoood year of hii age, 
Jikwrj 26th, 1748, 
Haying struggled through the rale of life 
In adTordty, mnoh sitkneM, and pain, 
With fortitude, dignity, and eloTation of wol, 
Worthy the Philoiopher, ChriatiaB, and Difiaa.*' 



Mr. Callender was succeeded in the pastoral o£Bce by the 
Etev. Edward Upham, who continued with them for more than 
twenty years, when, by death, he was removed from his labors, 
to that rest that remaineth for the people of God. 

The eighth pastor of this church, was the Bev. Erasmus 
Eelley. He accepted the call of the church in 1771, and con- 
tbued in the faithful discharge of his duty until 1^778, when the 
meeting-house being used as a barrack for the troops of King 
Gkorge, he removed to Warren. But, in a few months, the 
enemy followed him to that place, and burnt the house in 
which he resided, and destroyed his valuable furniture. 

In 1784, Mr. Kelley returned to Newport, and resumed his 
pastoral labors among his flock. But they were, however, of 
short continuance, for, on the 7th of November following, he 
was removed by death. 

The ninth pastor was the Rev. Benjamin Foster, D. D. Mr. 
Foster commenced his labors with the church on the first 
sabbath in January, 1785, and, on the 5th of June following, 
was installed to the pastoral office. He contineud with them 
for three years, when he received and accepted a call from the 
First Baptist Church in New-York. Mr. Foster was a man 
of superior intellect, and of high literary attainments. He was 
well versed in the Greek, Hebrew, and Chaldean languages. 

In 1789, the Rev. Michael Eddy became the pastor of this 
church, the duties of which office he continued to discharge 
for almost half a century. He possessed a liberal mind, was a 
pleasant companion, and in the sickroom, and at the bedside 
of death, ho excelled. Mr. Eddy departed this life on the 
3d day of Jmie, 1835, in the seventy-fiflh year of his age 
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respected and beloved by his friends, in the church and congre- 
gation, and by the inhabitants of Newport If greatness 
consists in goodness, then was Elder Eddy worthy of the 
appellatk)n. During his labors of love in the church, he bap- 
tized more than five hundred, many of whom have been removed 
by death, and «ome remain unto this day. He was assisted 
one year, by the Rev, J. M'Kensie, of Newport 

The Rev. Arthur A. Ross was installed March 11th, 1835, 
and remained with them a few years. 

The present pastor is the Rev. S. Adlam, who oontiAuee to 
be popular wkh his people. 



THE SECOND BAPTIST CHUBCH. 

In 1656, twenty-one members of the First Baptist Church in 
Newport, withdrew themselves, and formed the Second Baptist 
Church in this town. These brethren objected to the original 
ohurch, in her use of psalmody, restraints upon the liberty of 
prophesying, and holding the laying on of hands a matter of 
indifference, which they regarded as binding on all believers. 

The grounds for this schism will be looked upon at this day 
^s too trivial to cause a separation. This very church, now, has 
an organ, agreeably to the directions of the sweet singer of 
Israel, ** Praise Him upon the organ, and let every thing that 
bath breath, praise the Lord.^ It shows the progress which 
has been made in the science of music, by conforming to the 
letter and spirit of the Bible. It was viewed by these brethren 
as sin for any to engage in sacred music but the professed 
members of the church, and this without tho least regard to 
order. A choir was looked upon as an infringement, and 
at variance with the teachings of the apostles. The tuning 
fork, the pitch-pipe, was horrible, and when the big fiddle, as 
it was then called, was introduced into the sanctuary, it was an 
innovation, which could not for a moment be tolerated. But, 
^as ! those days of scriptural simplicity have fled, and now the 
organ is thought to be a necessary appendage, and its absence 
rendeps the services far less interesting. It is stated, that when 
Bishop Berkeley was in this oountry, he offered an oi^n to the 
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Congregational Church, in Berkley, MassachuaettSy which thflj 
refused to accept It was then presented to Trini^ Church, 
Newport How are the times changed I The town of Berkley 
was named in honor of the prelate. 

The first pastor of this Church' was theBev. WilHam Vaughan, 
who continued with them till his death, in 1677. 

The second was the Bev. Thomas Baker, who sabsequentlj 
settled in North Kingston. He was succeeded by the Bev. 
John Harden, who died in 1700. 

The fourth pastor was the Bev. James Clarke, nephew of Dr. 
John Clarke. He was assisted in the discharge of his pastoral 
duties by the Bev. Daniel Whitman, who succeeded him in that 
office, in 1704. 

In 1729, Mr. John Comer became a member of this church, 
and as Mr. Whitman was now aged and infirm, the church invi- 
ted Mr. Comer to assist him in the ministry. Mr. Clarke died 
in 1736, aged eighty-seven years. 

After the death of Mr. Clarke, the church invited Mr. Nicho- 
las Eyers to become the colleague of Mr. Whitman, in which 
he continued until Mr. Whitman's death, in 1750. Mr. Eyera 
died in 1759. 

He was succeeded by the Bev. Gardiner Thurston, who con- 
tinued to discharge the duties of a minister of Jesus Christ 
with great faithfulness and success for more than forty yeara^ 
when increasing infirmities of age pressed heavily upon him, 
and he applied to his beloved flock to procure an assistant, to 
relieve him from some part of his arduous labors. Mr. Thurs- 
ton was not distinguished for superior talents ; but he possessed, 
in a very eminent degree, what is infinitely more valuable — ^s 
heart deeply imbued with the spirit of his divine Master, which 
led him to labor untiringly in his service. ITnder his ministry, 
the church was united in love, and many were the trophies of 
redeeming grace, through his instmmentality. He was assist- 
ed for a few months by the Bev. Thomas Dunn ; after him, by 
the Bev. William Peckham, a licentiate and member of the 
church. 

In 1799, the Bev. William Collier, of Boston, was invited to 
labor as the assistant of Mr. Thurston. But in 1801, the ven- 
erable servant of God, knowing that the time of his departure 
was at hand, earnestly entreated his people to procure a pastor, 
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and release him from the responeibilities of his charge. Ac- 
cordingly, in May of that year, he was permitted to witness 
the settlement of the Bev. Joshua Bradley as his successor in 
the pastoral office. Mr. Thurston died the following year, aged 
eighty-two. " The memory of the just is blessed." 

In October, 1807, the Rev. Mr. Gibson became their pastor; 
which office he held till March, 1815, when he requested and 
received a discharge from the pastoral charge of the church. 
Mr. Gibson was very successful in building up the cause of 
Christ, and many will have occasion to rejoice forever, who were 
made recipients of divine grace through his instrumentality. 

The Rev. Samuel Widown was his successor, who continued 
with the church until 1817, when the Rev. Mr. Elton was invi- 
ted to become its pastor, and was ordained on the llthof June, 
of the same year. During the year 1820, more than one hun- 
dred were added by baptism. In 1822, Mr. Elton, having re- 
ceived a call from the Baptist Church in Windsor, Vermont, 
requested a dismission, which was reluctantly granted by his 
affectionate people. 

Mr. Elton was succeeded in the pastoral office by the late 
lamented Gammell, December 10, 1823. Mr. GammelPs ca- 
reer was short, but brilliant; on the 3l8t of May, 1827, he sud- 
denly expired, in the full hope of a glorious immortality. Mr. 
Gammell was no ordinary man ; what was wanting in classical 
education, was more than made up in native talent That stiff- 
ness and formality which is oflen the result of an imperfect 
training, was not witnessed in his case. There was an inde- 
pendence of character displayed in his public efforts, which 
showed that he felt his accountability to his God, and not to 
man. His death was not only deeply afflicting to his family and 
the church of God, but lamented by thousands who had with 
pleasure hung upon his lips, as the ambassador of Heaven, and 
listened to the impassioned eloquence of his soul. 

On the 27th of September following, the Rev. J. O. Choules 
was inducted into the pastoral office. On the 3d of January, 
1833, Mr. Choules tendered his resignation as pastor of the 
church, which was accepted on the 25th of the same month. 

In December, 1833, Rev. John Dowling was called to the 
pastoral charge, which call he accepted. On the 27th of March 
following, he was publicly recognized as their pastor. On the 
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20th of July, 1836, Mr. Dowling tendered his rasignatioD^ 
^hich was accepted. 

The Key. Timothy G. Freeman was invited to become pastor 
of this churchy on the 15th of January, 1837, which invitatioa 
he accepted, and was set apart to that office on the 16th of 
March foDowing. 

There is a ministerial fund of $8,009, left by the Iste Judge 
Taber, as also $1,000 for a poor fund, for the benefit of the 
church. 



SOCIETY OF FRIENDS, OK QUAKSBS. 

The exact time when the Society of Friends or Quakera 
formed themselTes into a body for church goyemment, cannot 
now be actually stated. When Wilbam Leddra and Mttmia- 
duke Stephenson came to Newport, in the year 1658 or '59, 
they found their brethren here; and Daniel Gk>u)d, the first 
minister they have.any account of in Newport, went to Boston 
with them, where the two first named were hanged, and Ooold 
severely whipped at the carriage of a great gun, as appears by 
his accoi|nt, written by himself, and published in 1700. The first 
records of the monthly meeting commenced in the year 1676. 

But it is evident that they were formed into ,a society preri- 
ous to that time, as John Bumyeat, a minister here from £ng> 
land, speaks in his journal of attending a yearly meeting in 
Newport, as early as 1671 ; and George Fox the foBowing 
year, 1672, which was held at the house of William Codding- 
ton. In earfy times, the society was very large. About one- 
half the population, in 1700, were of that persuasion, and in 
that year they buDt the meeting house in which they now wor- 
ship. 

There have been many ministers, and other conspicaoas mem- 
bers of that society, who lived in Newport and its vicinity. The 
most distinguished ministers who appeared among them, wore 
Daniel Gk>ttld, John Hewlett, Ebenezer Slocum, Thomas Oor- 
nell, Samuel Freeborn, WilKam Anthony, Gov. John Wanton, 
Joseph Wanton, Dr. Clarke Rodman, John Casey, Christopher 
Townsend, Joseph Michel, Isaac Lawton, I)avid Buffum, Ja- 
cob Mott, and many others. The Mott family have ever been 
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highly respectable ; the property has continued in the family 
from the early settlement of the Island, and the sixth Jacob 
now occupies the homestead. General Nathaniel Greene's 
mother was Mary, the daughter of Jacob Mott^ of Portsmouth, 
R I. Like Mary, the mother of Washington, she gave an im- 
press to his character, which rendered him highly distinguished. 
He was brought up in the religious principles of the Society 
of Friends, of which his father was a preacher. He early be- 
came fond of a military life, and was most active in forming the 
military company known as the Kentish Guards. General 
Greene*s abilities soon attracted notice, and he was particularly 
distinguished by George Washington, who deservedly placed 
great confidence in his talents and judgment. When the army 
was formed, he was appointed Major- General. Gen. Greene 
was bom at Potowamet, in the township of Warwick, R. I., 
on the 22d of May, 1742. The estate is still in possession of 
his family. He died at Savannah, Geo., aged forty-seven 
years. 

Since the Revolutionary war, the Society has decreased in 
Newport, and on the Island. There are, however, a respecta- 
ble number, who meet, both at Newport and at Portsmouth, 
and hold regular meetings in the middle of the week, on 
Thursdays and Sundays. 

Previous to the war of the Revolution, their meeting house 
was well filled, above and below ; but at that time many of its 
most wealthy members removed to other places, and never re- 
turned — and it is now remarked that there are but few settle- 
ments of Friends in the State of New York, or in Vermont, 
where the seed of Rhode Island is not to be found. And it is 
now easily shown, that within forty years, more of this Society 
have removed from the Island, than now dwell upon it. 

This Society, at one period of the settlement, say from 1660 
to 1760, was very influential in the government of the Colony. 
A large proportion of its Governors and other officers, were of 
that denomination. Among whom may be enumerated Wm. 
Coddington, Nicholas Easton, John Easton, Walter Clarke, and 
Henry 3ull, who died the last of the first settlers ; and John 
Wanton, Gideon Wanton, and Governor Hopkins, were all 
members of the Society. 
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SABBATTARIAN, OB SEVENTH DAT BAPTIST CHURCH. 

This church was constituted in 1671. Seyeral members of 
Mr. Clarke's church, entertaining conscientious scruples in re- 
gard to keeping the first day of the week as the Christian Sab- 
bath, withdrew from the fellowship of that church, and organ- 
ized themselves into a church, with Mr. William Hiscoz as their 
leader. He died May 24, 1704, in the 66th year of his age. 

The second pastor of this church was Bev. William Oibsoo, 
of London. He died March 12th, 1717, aged seventy-nine. 

He was succeeded by Bev. Joseph Crandall, who died io 
1737. 

Their next pastor was Bev. Joseph Mazson, who was ordained 
as an Evangelist at Newport, Oct 8th, 1732, and preached 
alternately at Newport and Westerly, serving the church with 
great faithfulness until his death, which occurred in September, 
1748. 

Elder John Maxson was the fifth pastor of this ohurch, fitxn 
the year 1754 until his death, in March, 1778. 

Mr. Ebenezer David, who was converted in Brown TTniver- 
sity, during his collegiate course of study, became a member of 
this church, and was ordained May 31, 1775. He accepted a 
place of chaplain in the army, in which office he died, near 
Philadelphia, March 19th, 1778. 

Mr. William Bliss became their next pastor. He was admit- 
ted as a member of the church, June 7th, 1764, and was or- 
dained an evangelist at Hopkinton, Dec. 7th, 1779, and 
was installed pastor of this church, Dec. 25th, 1780. He con- 
tinued faithfully to discharge the duties of his office until his 
death, which occurred May 4th, 1808, aged eighty-one years. 

Elder Bliss owned a farm at " Oreen-End," where he resided. 
His second wife was the sister of 6ov. Ward. The relation- 
ship of the people of the Island, either by blood or marriage, is 
quite remarkable, when the matter is investigated. They seem 
to be one family. Elder Bliss was a fine sportsman, and the 
neighborhood where he resided furnished much game at that 
period. The precision with which he took aim, and his great 
success, led the British, who were often present to witness his 
skill, to think they had a formidable enemy to encounter in the 
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Yankees. His remains lay buried in the family burial ground 
at Green-End. 

On the Bliss farm are excavationSi known as the '* Bliss Mines." 
Tradition says " it was the work of money diggers," who believed 
that treasure was hidden there. Of their success we have no means 
of knowing. It was a judicious remark of an eminent professor, 
that " the most gold lay under the ploughshare." Some of late 
have attempted to invest these subterraneous passages with the 
marvellous, in order to excite interest in the minds of the credu- 
lous and unsuspecting. They suggest that it was the chosen 
retreat of the noted Kid, where he deposited his plunder, and 
its proximity to the ocean rendered it a safe and convenient re- 
treat from his enemies. This, however, being of recent origin, 
should be received with caution, as it carries on its front a 
strong appearance of fiction. 

Since penning the above, we have conversed with Captain 
Jeremiah Bliss, now in the 82d year of his age, (the son of Elder 
Bliss.) He remarked : " I have often beard my father say that 
the excavations were made by his father, in the hope of finding 
treasure, which he imagined was buried there." If there was 
no tradition on the subject, its first appearance would lead the 
mind to the belief that it was the work of nature. But on a 
more careful examination it will be found to have been the work 
of art, as the drills in the rock are plainly visible. The passage 
from the " Mine" to Easton^s Pond, was undoubtedly designed 
for a drain to carry off the water. It is, on the whole, quite a 
curiosity, and worthy of notice for its antiquity, without making 
it the abode of smugglers. 

The last pastor, Bev. Henry Burdick, was admitted as a mem- 
ber of this body, January 30, 1802, and was ordained to the 
work of the Oospel ministry, December 10, 1807. He continued 
to labor with them until his death, which occurred October 22d, 
1843. Since that period they have had no regular ministrations. 

This chuijch, previous to the Revolutionary war, embraced a 
number of talented and influential men. The Hon. Samuel 
Ward, who for several years was Governor of Ehode Island, 
and a member also of the Continental Congress, belonged to thui^ 
church. But the war scattered them, and greatly interrupted 
their prosperity. Since that time this church has never been 
able to recover her former eminence, and for several years past, 
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having but few if any additions, the church baa gradually de- 
creased, 80 that its present number is but eight, who reside in 
Newport Their first house of worship was built at " Oreeoe 
End,'' near Newport 



THE MORAVIANS, OB UNITED BRETHREN. 

In 1758, the Moravians, or United Brethren, constituted a 
church in Newport. The origin of this church is as follows : 

In 1749, two missionaries, Matthew Beutz, and George Haake, 
stopped at Newport, on their way to Surinam. While here, 
they formed an acquaintance with the Hev. Timothy Peckham, 
a Sabbatarian preacher, who kindly received them at his house, 
and introduced them to several pious persons, who desired them 
to preach to them the unsearchable riches of Christ This re- 
quest was complied with, and at their departure deep solicitude 
was expressed by their hearers, that a teacher from among the 
Brethren might be sent to gaiher a congregation in Newport 
These Brethren no sooner arrived at their place of destination, 
than they wrote to Bethlehem, Penn., and requested that some 
of the Brethren at that place, if possible, should make them a 
visit Soon after two Brethren from Bethlehem made them a 
visit, and others from time to time, until the constitution of the 
church, in 1758. 

The first pastor of this church was the Bev. Bichard Utley. 

The second pastor was the Rev. Thomas Yarrell I 

The third pastor was Bev. Frederick Smith. 

These were pastors of the church from its constitution until 
the year 1765. 

The fourth pastor was the Bev. Lewis Busmeyer, who held 
this office from 1766 to 1783. 

From 1785 to 1802, the Bev. Frederick Smith held the pas- 
toral office of this church. 

The sixth pastor was the Bev. Samuel Towle, from 1803 
to 1819. Mr. Towle was a most estimable man ; he was uni- 
versally beloved by the church and the inhabitants of Newport, 
and it is a matter of regret that he and his family were not con- 
tinued here. It was ascertained after he had lef^ that the 
society in Bethlehem would have afforded her aid in Newport, 
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without bis repairing to Bethlehem. The infirmities of age pre- 
vented his laboring much in the service of Christ ; still his pre- 
sence was consoling, with those of bis amiable wife and two 
lovely daughters, Mary and Louisa, who have all since passed 
into the eternal world. 

His successor was Rev. George G. Miller, who ren^ained with 
the church but one year. 

In 1821, Eev. John G. Herman became the pastor of the 
church, the duties of which office he continued to discharge 
until 1823. 

The ninth pastor, Eev. Charles A. Van Vleck, served the 
church from 1827 to 1834. 

. The tenth and last pastor was the Bev. Charies F. Seidel, 
who commenced his pastoral relations in 1837. For many years 
they have been without a shepherd, and the flock has become 
greatly reduced. But a few are now to be found in Newport, 
and they have connected themselves with other religious bodies. 
The influence of this Christian body had a salutary influence on 
the hearts of the community ; the weapon which they wielded 
Vas love^ and this alone will subdue the evil passions of man's 
nature, and fit and qualify him for heaven. 



THE POUBTH BAPTIST CHUBCH. 

The Fourth Baptist Church in Newport, was organized June 
23, 1783. The original members of the church were nine males, 
and these were chiefly from the Second Baptist Church in this 
town, who not feeling satisfied to remain in that church, with- 
drew and formed another. 

They believed that " where the spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty," and hence they thought all Christians were called upon 
to exhort, and to teach in public. " Also, the liberty and duty 
to prophesy or exhort, in all or any meetings of the church, was 
most fully recognized and maintained." 

The first ministers of the church were Rev. Caleb Greene and 
William Moore, who were ordained November 27th, 1796, and 
were succeeded by John Ormsbee, a member of the Baptist 
church in North Providence. 
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Mr. Ormsbee was ordained the I4th of September, 1821, and 
removed to Wickford in 1822. Between tiiis time and 1826, 
Elder Greene and Elder James Graham, preached with them a 
short time, the last being invited to become their pastor, but 
was under the necessity of returning to Beauford, 8. C, in con- 
sequence of the decease of the minister of the church in that 
place. Mr. Graham was a highly acceptable preacher. 

The next minister was James A. McEenzie, who was or- 
dained to the pastoral office, August 12th, 1830. Mr. McEen- 
zie was succeeded by the Eev. Samuel Bobbins, of Buxton, 
'Me., November, 1835. 

This church can now hardly be said to have an existence, no 
more than the Sabbatarians and the Moravians. It is painful 
to see churches which have once existed, lose their visibility. 



METHODIST SOCIETY. 

Previous to the year 1805, Newport was occasionally viated 
by Methodist clergymen, having oversight of that district of 
country in which Newport was situated. 

In December, 1 805, the presiding elder of this district was 
pleased to send to this place the Bev. B. Hubbard, who com- 
menced his mission in the First Baptist meeting-house, under 
the pastoral care of the Bev. Michael Eddy. Mr. Hubbard 
continued here two years, and was succeeded by the Bev. 
Messrs. Mervin, Webb, Frost, and Lambert, when the latter 
was succeeded by Mr. Webb, who became a Local Preacher, 
and remained with the church nine years. He was succeeded 
by Messrs. Mudge, Norris, Puffer, Tucker, Eent, Lord, Jansen, 
Ely, and Cady. 

There is also a small church, of the Methodist denomination, 
in Portsmouth, in the north part of the island, which has a 
oonvenieut house of worship, and is regularly supplied with 
the ministiy of the word of life. 
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COLORED UNION CHURCH. 

In 1824, several individuals of the people of color, among 
whom was Newport Gardiner, who subsequently died at Li- 
beria, formed themselves into a religious society, under a 
written constitution, by the name of the " Colored Union 
Church and Society, in Newport, Rhode Island.*' There is 
also among them a society for promoting the education of 
colored children and youth, called the " School Friend Asso- 
ciation," which sustains an instructress the greater part of the 
year. They own and occupy a very neat and commodious 
house of worship. Since the purchase of the house in 1835, 
it has been raised, and a basement story added, which is 
occupied as a school-room, &c. 

The people of color, in Newport, are a well-bred class, such 
as you seldom meet with elsewhere. 



ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH. * 

Boon after the Extensive works at Fort Adams were com- 
menced, by the United States, inxt825, Newport was occasion- 
ally visited by a Eoman Catholic Priest, to look after the 
spiritual interests of that class of our population, belonging to 
the Catholic Church, many of whom had been induced to 
Lake up their residence in Newport, by finding employment at 
the Fort. 

The Rev. Robert D. Woodley, a native of Virginia, was the 
first Catholic Priest that organized a congregation in Newport, 
for the accommodation of which, he purchased of E. Trevett, 
Esq., in 1828, the school-house, in Barney-street, where divine 
service was maintained for several' years. 

Mr. Woodley resigned his charge in 1831, and was suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. John Corry, who officiated in that congre- 
gation, until August, 1837. 

In the spring of 1833, Mr. Corry opened a subscription, for 
the erection of a church, which was commenced the latter part 
of that same year, and completed in 1836. The house is 
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Bpacious, and well-finished, and occupies a commanding site 
at the head of Barney-street The estimated cost of lot, boild- 
ing, &c., was about $4000 ; all of which was contributed, and 
paid by the Catholics, at Fort Adams. 

On the 24th of August, 1837, the church was dedicated 
tinder the title of St. Joseph, by the Bight Bev. Bishop Fen- 
wick, of Boston, Massachusetts. On the following day, the 
Bev. Mr. Gorry, under whose superintendence the church had 
been erected and completed, resigned his charge of the missioD, 
and was succeeded by the Bev. Gonstantine Lee. 

The Bev. Mr. Gorry, in a letter to the Bev. A. Boss, speak- 
ing of the people of Newport, says : " It is but just for me to 
add, that I have never seen a town in the United States, among 
whose inhabitants there is less intolerance and religious bigotiy. 
I have for six years been more or less among them, and during 
that period none have denied me the common civilities of lifei 
because I was a Catholic priest, but always treated me with the 
greatest respect. '^ And in proof of the practical existence of re> 
ligious toleration in Newport, he says : '* Our church stood for 
upward of two years with its windows unprotected by blinds, 
and during that time not one pane of glass was broken." 

The high encomium passed on the people of Newport, by the 
Bev. Mr. Gorry, shews the Catholic spirit which exists there, 
and which is the fhiits of the principle of religious toleration 
established by Clarke and Goddington, which Gk>d grant may 
ever continue to influence the people. The Catholic population 
of Newport, numbers about five hundred. A very costly edi- 
fice of stone is now in the course of completion, which vnUl prove 
highly ornamental to the town. 



SECOND EPISCOPAL PARISH. 

Early in 1833, the Second Episcopal parish was formed in 
this place, by members of Trinity church. After the due o^ 
ganization of the parish, and an application of the Episcopal 
Missionary Convocation of Bhode Island, the Bev. John West 
commenced his labors as the minister of the parish. On the 17tii 
of March, 1833, public wonihip commenced in the State House, 
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from which the congregation soon removed, to the house of the 
First Congregational Society, at that time unoccupied. A sub- 
scription was immediately opened for building a new church, 
which as soon as $600 was subscribed, was commenced. In June 
of the following year, the new church was completed and conse- 
crated. The cost of the building, including organ and furni- 
ture, together with the lot, was about $17,000. Of this sum 
about $11,000 was realized from the sale of pews, and the re- 
mainder by a noble act of generosity, contributed and paid by 
individual members of the corporation. 

The Parish has now a fund of nearly $5000 in pews, and of 
the hundred and twelve pews in the church, at least one hun- 
dred of them are sold or rented. At the present date, this parish 
has been but five years in existence, and the contemplation of its 
history affords many pleasing evidences that the Divine Head 
of the Church has poured upon it the continual dew of his bless- 
ing. Accessions have been constantly made to the church, and 
on an average, the additions to the communion have been about 
thirty a year. 

The church from its commencement, has enjoyed great do- 
mestic tranquillity and peace. No unhappy difference of opinions 
has arisen among them, resulting in unfriendly dissensions and 
divisions, or anything found on the pages of her history, to tar- 
nish the glory and beauty of the Zion of 6od. The congregation 
is large, and their attendance on the public and social services 
of the church, worthy of imitation. 

This church has engaged in the cause of missions with a 
liberality and zeal, becoming the dignity of the Christian char- 
acter, and the magnitude and importance of the great mission- 
ary enterprise. Their annual contributions for home missionary 
purposes in Bhode Island, amount to not less than $150, and for 
foreign missions and other benevolent purposes, their contribu- 
tions equal, if not exceed that sum. 

The present Hector of the church, is the Hev. Mr. Watson, a 
man universally respected by his parish, and whose labors have 
been eminently successful in advancing the interest of the Be- . 
deemer's kingdom in the world. 
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EPISCOPAL CHUBCHE8 IN POBTSIfOUTH. 

In the year 1834, a missionary was sent by the Bhode Island 
Convocation, to Portsroouthi R I. A parish was organicedi 
under the name of St Paul's Church, and within one year, a 
respectable house of worship was erected, and with the aid 
of about $1200 in contributions, from Episcopalians in other 
places, was entirely paid for. At the same time, a fund was 
secured in pews for the support of the minister, amounting to 
more than one thousand dollars. The labors of a zealous, de- 
TOted missionary in that place, have been blessed to the gather- 
ing of a respectable congregation, and an addition of about forty 
members to the ^mm union of the church. 

The Ehode Island Convocation has contributed towards the 
support of the minister of the parish, up to the present time, 
nearly $2,000. 

The church of St Mary's has been subsequently organized 
in Portsmouth, and a neat and tasteful church of stone erected 
by the munificence of Miss Sarah Gibbs, the daughter of the 
late George Gibbs, Esq., an eminent merchant of Newport 

In Middletown, the Third Episcopal Church has been organ- 
ized, and a neat structure has been erected, called the ^' Church 
of the Holy Cross." Hev. Mr. Williams is the present Boctor. 



THE UNITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

An Association of gentleman friendly to Unitarian views of 
doctrine, was formed in this town, October, 1835. Their ear- 
liest meetings for Divine service, were held in the State House ; 
in the course of the following month, they purchased of the 
Fourth Baptist Society in this place, the church in Mill street. 
This church had originally belonged to the First Congregational 
Church and Society, over which the celebrated Dr. Hopkins 
presided for many years as pastor. 

A charter was granted to this Association by the General 
Assembly of the State, at their January Hession, in 1836, inoor- 
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porating them as " The TJnitariaQ Congregational Church," 
in Newport. Soon after this, the society commenced rebuilding 
and remodelling the old house in Mill-street, worshipping in 
the mean time at Masonic Lodge, in Church-street. The work 
was completed in the Spring of 1836, and for elegance, neatness, 
and taste in its internal arrangements, is perhaps unequalled in 
Bhode Island, excepting Trinity church. The new house (for 
only the frame of the old building had been retained, together 
with the corner-stone, bearing the inscription, " For Christ and 
Peace,") was dedicated on the 27th of July that same year. The 
Eev. Charles T. Brooks of Salem, Mass., was called as the first 
pastor, in Jan., 1837, and ordained June 14th of the sameyear. 
The organization of a church was begun in the summer of 1837. 
The Communion of the Lord's Supper was first administered on 
Sunday, October 3d, and continues to be administered monthly. 
The Rev. Mr. Brooks married a daughter of the late Benj. 
Hazard, Esq., of Newport, and continues the able and efiScient 
pastor of this church, respected and beloved for his amiable 
traits of character, which preeminently distinguish him in the 
varied walks of life. 



CHURCHES OP THE CHRISTfAN DENOMINATION. 

There are three churches of this denomination on the Island, 
— two in Middletown, and one in Portsmouth. The first 
church in Middletown was organized Oct. 1 4th, 1828. Their 
first pastor was the Rev. Harvey SuUings, who served the 
church with acceptance for nearly five years from its consti- 
tution. 

They own a very neat and commodious house of worship, 
about three miles from Newport, erected soon after the organi- 
zation of the Church. 

The house of the Second Society stands on the east road, 
about three miles from Newport. 

The church in Portsmouth was constituted Oct. 16th, 1834. 
Its first pastor was the Rev. Salmon Tobey. His ministry com- 
menced with this people in April, 1834, and continued for two 
years, during which time six members were added to the 
church. 
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His successor in the pastoral office of this church was the 
Rev. John Taylor. He commenced his labors with them on 
the 1st of June, 1837. The house in which they worship was 
erected in 1821, by voluntary subscription, and is called the 
Union Meeting-House. It is pleasantly located on the east 
road about six miles from Newport 



FRIENDS' MEETING-HOUSE. 

" The first date upon record of a new meetinghouse at Ports- 
mouth, is of a monthly meeting being held at our new meeting- 
house 2d month 28th, 1702." 

There was a house built prior to this, " which wa^ sold and 
afterwards converted into a barn." As the records of the So- 
ciety were mostly destroyed, the exact date of the first house can- 
not be ascertained. 

The yearly meeting formerly commenced at Portsmouth on 
Saturday, but the change in the mode of traveling has led to 
the commencement of the services at Newport, as being more 
convenient for the Society. 



CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH, NEWPORT. 

In 1847, a portion of the Second Baptist Church seceded, 
organized a Church, and invited the Rev. Henry Jacksou to be- 
come their pastor. He accepted the invitation, and is still 
laboring among them. Their place of worship is in Clarke- 
street, formerly the Second Congregational house, where the 
late Rev. William Patten, D. D., labored for nearly half a cen- 
tury. % 

The spirit which has characterized the various religious 
bodies on the Island, has been as catholic as could have been 
expected in the nature of things. It was not to be presumed 
that where a diversity of sentiment prevailed, there would be 
necessarily a perfect agreement in all things ; but they have 
rather agreed to differ on non-essentials, regarding practical 
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ChristiaDity as the sum and substance of evaugelical religion. 
No where does the character of the Saviour appear more lovely 
and attractive, than when his divine power was exercised to 
soothe and mitigate the evils of hunger and nakedness, with all 
the attendant miseries which flesh is heir to. And the grati- 
tude which is evinced by the subjects of His compassion, was in 
some degree equivalent to the sincerity which prompted these 
humane and benevolent acts. In truth, there is no blessing like 
sympathy ; 

" It aootliefl, it hallows, elerAtds, sabdaefl, 
And bringeth down to earth its native hearen. 
Life hath nought else that may sapply its place ; 
Void is ambition, cold is vanity, 
And wealth an empty glitter withoat love." 
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The Hon. John H. Clarke, United States' Senator, Khode Island 

George B. Holmes, Rhode Island 

E. Carrington, Khode Island 

Thomas Burgess, Rhode Island 

N. B. Crocker, Rhode Island 

The Rt. Rev. J. P. K. Henshaw, D.D., Bishop of Rhode Island 

J. H. Eames, Rhode Island 

Thomas F. Carpenter, Rhode Island 

W. S. Greene, Rhode Island 

E. Dyer, Jan., Rhode Island 

William Grosvenor, Rhode Island 

J. Balch, Jr., Rhode Island 

W. B. Burdick, Rhode Island 

N. Smith, Rhode Island 

Allen Brown, Rhode Island 

H. N. Slater, Rhode Island , , 

Benoni Harris, Rhode Island ., ^^ 

R. Newcomb, Rhode Island 

George Z. Earl, Rhode Island, 

Marshall Woods, Rhode Island 

E. P. Mason, Rhode Island 

E. B. B urges, Rhode Island 

Thomas Sukill, Rhode Island 

S. Ang. Arnold, Rhode Island 

C. G. Dodge, Rhode Island 

B. J. Brown, Rhode Island 

R. J. Arnold, Rhode Island 

James R. Brown, Rhode Island 

Benjamin Cowell, Rhode Island 

The Hon. A. C. Greene, United States' Senator, Rhode Island 
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John n. Ormsbee, Ebode Island 
B. D. Weeden, Ebodo Island 
Eesolved Waterman, Ebode Island 
Alpbeus Burges, Ebode Island 
Prince Davis, Ebode Island 
Eicbard Waterman, Ebode Island 
Nelson H. Mowry, Ebode Island 
H. C. Gardiner, Ebode Island 
H. B. Lyman, Ebode Island 
H. W. Bradford, Ebode Island 
Hartford Tingley, Ebode Island 
William S. Patten, Ebode Island 
Jobn I. Hall, Ebode Island 
George Grinnell, Ebode Island 
Albert 8. Gallup, Ebode Island 
T. D. Bound, Ebode Island 
Cbarles Potter, Ebode Island 
B. Dorr, Ebode Island 
Baker T. Wesson, Ebode Island 
J. 0. Brown, Ebode Island 
B. G. Arnold, Ebode Island 
A. D. Smitb, Ebode Island 
W. C Snow, Ebode Island 
James Mulcbabey, Ebode Island 
Jobn C. Tower, Ebode Island 
Bamuel Merry, Ebodo Island 
George Alexander, Ebode Island 
Benjamin Allen, Ebode Island 
Alexander Eddy, Ebode Island 
W. B. Sayles, Ebode Island 
Lewis L. Miller, Ebode Island 
Hon. N. E. Knigbt, Ebode Island 
J. D. Burgess, Ebode Island 
Gideon Palmer, Ebode Island 
Hon. Cbarles Jackson, Ebode Island 
Ebenezer Wood, Ebode Island 
William H. Bogman, Ebode Island 
R. A. Webster, Ebode Island 
James T. Hawes, Ebode Island 
Honorable A. Simons, Ebode Island 
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John B. Herreshoff, Rhode Island 

Samuel Dexter, Ehode Island 

Edward R. Young, Rhode Island 

Menzies Sweet, Rhode Island 

William Fletcher, Rhode Island 

Bailey W. Evans, Rhode Island 

Thomas Vernon, Rhode Island 

Nathaniel G. B. Dexter, Rhode Island 

Henry Marchant, Rhode Island 

Honorable Tristam Burges, Rhode Island 

H. Foster, Rhode Island 

Samuel Marlor, Rhode Island 

Hezekiah Allen, Rhode Islaffd 

William P. Bullock, Rhode Island 

Samuel Osgood, Rhode Islaud 

John B. Ames, Rhode Island 

Thomas Greene, Rhode Island 

Thomas C. Hartshorn, Rhode Island 

A. Caswell, Rhode Island 

Elisha Harris, Rhode Island 

Earl Carpenter, Rhode Island 

William T. Pierce, Rhode Island 

C. L. Bowler, Rhode Island 

H. Barker, Rhode Island 

E. Ham, Rhode Island 

Miss Goddard, Rhode Island 

W. A. Clarke, Rhode Island 

William Gardner, Rhode Island 

Benjamin Watson, New- York 

Refv. Evan M. Johnson, New- York 

Right Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, D.D., New- York 

Rev. Samuel Sebury, D.D., New- York 

Charles H. Russell, New-York 

Rev. S. H. Tyng, D.D., New- York 

T. R. Mintum, New-York 

R. R. Ward, New- York 

J. Ward, New- York 

Rev. G. T. Bedell, New- York 

Honorable J. Prescott Hall, New- York 

O, A. Busteed, New- York 
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John Bristed, New- York 

Rev. William Berrian, D.D., New- York • 

Rev. William E. Eigenbrodt, New- York 

David P. Hall, New- York 

Rev. C. 8. Henry, New- York 

R. B. Minturn, New-York 

Rev. Ed. Y. Higbee, D.D., New- York 

Right Rev. J. M. Wainwright, D.D., New- York 

Commodore M. C. Perry, United States' Navy 

August Belmont, New-York 

Rev. J. F. Schroeder, D.D., New- York 

William D. Mumford, New- York 

B. A. Mumford, New- York 

Rev. Francis L. Hawks, D.D., New- York 

A. Bloomer Hart, New-York 

Major-Gen. Winfield Scott, United States' Army, New- York 

tlev. W. H. Lewis, D.D., New- York 

Rev. B. C. Cutler, D.D., New- York 

Rev. Francis Vinton, D.D., New- York 

Rev. Benjamin Evans, D.D., New- York 

Rev. Lewis P. W. Balch, NewYork 

Rev. Jesse Pound, New- York 

Right Rev. Henry J. Whitehouse, D.D., New- York 

M. W. Dwight, New- York 

Gold S. Silliman, New York 

John S. Stone, New- York 

Isaac Pardee, New -York 

W. A. Muntravers, New- York 

R. S. Howland, New- York 

W. Everett, New- York 

Cornelius R. Duffie, New- York 

Clement C. Moore, New- York 

William J. Hoppin, New- York 

G. Curtis, New-York 

S. Cahoon, Jun., New- York 

Thomas D. M^Gee, New- York 

Rev. Benjamin I. Haight, D.D., New- York 

Samuel Hazard, New- York 

Joseph Harrison, New -York 

Thomas R. Hazard, Poi*tsmouth, Rhode Island 
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MUSINGS OF AN INVALID. 

BY THE AUTHOB OF « FANCIES OF A WHIMSICAL MAN." 
I Tol. Itaio, cloth, $100 

OPIXTONS or THE PREHS. 

A more sincere and wholesome protest a^in.Ht the false life and unsocial tend- 
eiKtlcs of the times, we have not met with. Chnrlos Lamb mi;rht so have breathed 
oat his soul ador n Ave years* residence in lliis country. Indeed, our author has 
a mind more kindred with that quaint and gentle mondist, than any Ameriean who 
has written. There is much admirable preaching in this book, which e.videnllv 
comes from a heart tried by bitter experiences, and which Is conveye«l in such 
trotcsque wit as to connnend it to the most unwilling listener, llic truth is, the 
Book is a dlsgi'iseil sermon upon the folly of worldlinoes, unbelief, and ill-temper, 
recited in a thunder-storm of grumbling, with flashes of saturnine humor ana 
Quaint imsg' nation illuminating the preacher's queer bat eameat face. — OhritUam 
inquirer 



• BOOKS PUBLISHED BY JOKN S. TAYuOR 

Wboerer the author may be, howorer, and whaterer may be bla bodVtj atata^ 
he haa cleariy no need of a physician to ^ minister to a mind diseased." In aa 
tnteUectual sense, the " inralid" lays about him with uncommon Tigor, utterinc 
Dore) opinions with boldness, wit tempered by wisdom, and wisdom sharpenea 
with wiL — Home Journal. . 



He sliows a sensibility to the beantifhl, and a heart to love what ia noMe 
tme. We have followed the wanderings of his mind, often with the deepest al> 
tention, always with interest Wo have onoe or twice caught onrsdres in stn^ 

E«ing that the writer of the '^Bereries of a Badielor" might hard had a hand n 
e authorsoip. — Bwning PosL 

This work reminds us of the ** Bererles of a Bachelor," that mueh-read and 
}u8tly commended woric of Ike ManreL The ** Musings ot an Invalid," like the 
^ Reveries of a Bachelor,** show great perception of ^araeter, aa well aa a very 
happy fkculty of conveying his impreesions to the reader. No one can read this 
work without positive beneiHt, and acquiring more enlarged and tnier Ideaa oCthe 
value of lifc—^oaeCto of tKe Union. 

A better book than the **BeTerle8 of a Bachelor.'^— Ztoy itooit; 

Those who have read the ** Lorgnette" papers and "Beveries of a Bachdor," 
by Ike Marvel, with pleasure, can not but e^foy those ** Mnttcrings and Muatngs," 
and rU who read them, will credit them with great merits.— ilTew Yorker. 

His pages are not without wisdom. They are crowded with terse and vigorooi 
sentenoea, and prove a reflecting mind and a phlloaophie natigeu — « ChHMam 
BaDamkhfer. 

This ia one of the most deli^tHil books we have looked Into. There la no ml^ 
taking the source of these ^Musinn;" they spring from a kindly heart and aa 
original, rdlned Intellect To ns Uiey seem like the **BeverleaP <tf an old a^- 
qnalntance (Ike ILarreL)— Morning Star. 

Barely have we been treated to so fresh, piquant, and nervous a vohona. 
Every sentence is bold, startling, and replete with vifor, and bears the ImprsM of 
a keen, sensible, and original mind. — Long Idand /Sar. 



Thia book Is something altogether unique in the litowy world. One 
it reminds us of Charles Lamb, then of some other writer who haa charmed nt; 
hot In the end we are compelled to fell back upon the eonviotion, that It la d»> 
ddedly originaL It is ftdl of the deepest and most whokaome thoo^t, while • 
rein of the richest humor enthralls you. These ^ Musings" mul be me thooghli 
of a sick chamber— the veritable slftingB of no ordinary nund, iHreaking loose mm 
disease now and then, as a fitir stru^fo la given between the strong mind and • 
feeble body. The man who wrote thia volume must be well worth knowing^ If 
his idenUty could be once established. To chat with a mind like thiU, one hoar 
sach day, would be a treat indeed. We have quite set our heart on finding o«l 
who the author la. This bears evidence of being his first Uierary eflbrt; may ihm 
rest only equal tt--i^s«»isoii^« ikuUstf* ^oMofMl JTo^cM^MA 



FANCIES OF A WHIMSICAL MAN. 

BT THE AX7TH0B OP "MUBINQS OF AN INYALID." 
1 VOL 19mo, doth, fl M 



OFIMlOJn OF 

**The Musings of an Invalid," by the same writer, were wdl reeeived by 
(hi and Judicioos critloa, and are gaining for their unknown anthor aa eaviaMe 
reputation. The present work will, we predict, secure a still wider popalarttj. 
and be more aoceptatrie to that eiass of readers who apprecii^ weQ-orawn aad 
(kithftil stricture of the fhshhmable foibles of modara aoeMf, written ta a foreibia, 
piquant 8«y^- ^Jfyrchamit Magaalme. 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY JOHN S. TAYLOR. 3 

OiN Attention has been called to this book, becaoM it has been Beverely ab^oed 
In certnin quarters, where every thing which ia not radical, or whb^ does no! 
•avor of infidelity and the " Prognress" which is Identical with an attempt to do- 
•troy all the institutions of civilization and relig^n, ia habitually condemned. We 
confloss that the title did not much prepoaaese ua in fkror of the work ; but we 
must also confess that baring once opened it, we very soon arrived at the concla- 
aion that it is one of the very best books of the day, and that the author, who It 
unknown to us, is assuredly a man of no ordinary promise. As a specimen of 
earcasm and ironv, this little book has rarely been excelled. And the author not 
onlv thinks soundly and conservatively upon all subjecta, but ho writes with a yigot 
and directness which are exceedingly refreshing in this ago ot namby pambyieim^ 

If there be any fkult to find with the author, It is in the severity of his sarcasm 
and the unsparing manner in which he lashes the follies, and vices, and absurd- 
lUea of the day. But even this ia atoned for in the manly and fearless deflense of 
right and of the old-fashioned principles of reli^on and equity which pervadet 
tlua book. — New York CauH&r and Enquirar, 

We noticed at some length and with decided favor, the previous work by this 
author, the " Musings of an Inralid." The invalid has laid aside hia chamber 
netMgei and eoroe forth as quite a stout and eupeptic man. 

The present work has all the spirit of its predecessor, and a fur broader range. 
It ia ftiU of pithy thoughts and sharp sayings. The tone of the book is eamm, 
and, on the whole, kindly, respectfhf to all hearty workers, and somewhat savage 
upon all ambitious theorists. — C^risHan Inguirir, 

This new volume is worthy of the reputation acquired by its predecessor, and 
will considerably increase the public desire to learn the name of the auttior. He 
certainly wields his pen with a rare combination of g^race and vigor. — PUMnirff 
Saturday Vuitor. 

We do not know when we have been more entertained than by the reading of 
this book. It came to us unheralded fhim an anonymous source. We open^ it) 
intending simply to glance at the contenta, and if they were attractive, to lay the 
volume aside for future examination and notice. We had reckoned without onr 
host. The first few sketches completely enchanted ua, and we found ourselvet 
spirited along fh>m page to page, even to the end. The contents embrace short 
cnaptera, the subjects of which are generally suggested by the doings of the day 
in large cities. The thoughts are original, and they are expressed in equaUj 
original language. Sarcasm is a prominent fbature of the book ; sarcasm, too, or 
the rarest quality. It also abounds in wit and humor of the best quality. — 
Ohurch'9 Biaarr6y PhiL. 

The rich field chosen by the author glres ftdl play to his vigorous and original 
ndnd, and piquant or nervous style. Those who have read the " Musings," need 
not be told that he is Just the man to glean and bind up an inimitable sheaf of 
** Whimsical Fancies.^ Its perusal win take the fVown off the fhce of " dull care," 
and thereby cheer and lengthen life, besides communicating many wise, stiikini^ 
and improvable thoughts. — Binghampton DtmooroL 

We are pleased with this book. There is a quaintnesa about it that is almoat 
unrivalled. The satire is gentlemanly, yet sufBcicntly pungent; and the oddities 
are rather more quaint than grotesque. The author has too much feeling to be 
severe, and too much generosity of soul to misrepresent — Har^fiyrd Da4if 
Oourani. 

This is a rcry clever book, by an author, whoso previous work, mentioned In 
ttie title page, has secured for him a fkvorable reception on this his second ap- 
pearance. The sketches are lively and spirited, and tno reflections have the great 
recommendation of never being tiresome, aa sensible reflections so oflon are. — 
Jf. Y. Evening Post. 

There Is a vein of quiet, keen wit running through this book, that holds the 
reader as by a charm. The author ia certainly a genius of no common order ; and 
thongb he modestly conceals his name, we can not ioubt that he has entered oo 
a career of authorahip that will secure to him the ighest literary distinctioiL— 
DaUif Alba**y Argui, 



I BOOKS PUBLISHED BY JOHN S. TA LO^t. 

In this volume wc see tlio same adrentaroiu, original, philoMphic vid amosiitt 
genius at work we had CH'oasion to notice some time ago from the sa Jie [cn, call- 
ed "The Musings uf an Invalid." The artioles are interspersed here and there 
with ihins^ fftn/cc andy<iiv<M>(Mr, with a vein of phiio«ophy ninninz through tb^ 
whole, which always commands readers. TL<s, we believe, is the «eoond work 
of this ori|<inal author, but we hope il will not l>e the last. There is a mm of 
thought where this material comes from thai is toorih vxnrking, — Nmo York 
Chrtniian InUUigenc^t, 

The author is evidently an unpractloed writer, bat a man of matare thought, 
who, as he becomes acciustomed to the pen, will attract a constantly Increasing at- 
tention from the ri*adin^ public. Ho is a little too eareless in his thrasta at what 
he deems the loliies an«T vices of the age;' and in his zeal for the truth, sometimes 
itrikes right an*! left with more vigor uan discretion; but in spite of his seeming 
want of orthotloxy, his heart appears ri^t, and is evidently in his work. The 
camestnc^ ttms acquired. Joined with a canstie humor, and an original and strik- 
ing faculty of illustration, will cause the book to be widely read, even by those 
who come more or less under the lash of the writer. NotwithManding that the 
■nthor, under the guise of an editor, speaks posthumoosly of lumselL we trust 
that he will not be thus loot to the world, but appear among the armea host ihlf 
side of the river df death.— iiTa^ York Journal </ Oommerot, 



8ALANDER AND THE DRAGON: 

A Eomanct of the Hartz Prison. 
BT FKEDERICK WILLIAM 8HELT0N, AJL, 

BBOTDX OP BT. JOIIM^ OHUBOB, mrNTIKODOK, LOITO BLAH]*. 

lToL12mo. lUostraled. Full doth, fj li 

1 ToL ISmo, Snnday-sehooi Edition, ..... oi 

opnnom OP TUB pkibb. 

Since the days of John Bunyan, there has not been given to the Christian woris 
•o beantlAil an allegory as this. Its design is to exhibit the pnmidous effects ot 
llandtf , and surely no one can contemplate this odious ofbpring of the deprave* 
heart as it appears in this &nciAiI sketch, without abhorring and despising th* 
reality. The names of the several characters are signiflcantiy chosen, and th« 
gronping is managed with a fine arUstic effect The style comports with th* 
diaste sunplicity which should characterize an allegory, in which the veil should 
not be so elaborately and closely woven as to hide the modest meii. of truth bb- 
uvdih --The Independent {Nmo York), 

A volume, small and quaint, bat very clever ; and we have read it, every line 
of It, at a sitting too, and take the pen in hand to suggest to the reader of this tha 
he go and do likewis& Startled he will be at the title, ** Salander and the Dragon,* 
but the Arst page will reveal the story as an allegory, of which the great manlftf 
of that species of writing need not be ashamed. — The Preabyterian. 

I regard this volume as one of the meet sucoessAd attempts at the Banyan style 
of allegorical writing I have ever read. A copy came into ray hands not long 
since, and was read with absorbing interest. I then put it into the hands of my 
oldest child, a girl some ten years of age, and Ibund that it was read by hei with 
equal avidity, and the chahu:ters and ddineations well understood — a v«7 good 
test, I Judge, of the success of the author in the execution of the work. N» one 
can rend ^ Salandbk*^ without b^lng struck at the unveiling of the true eharaeter 
and the disastrous consequenees of Slander, It ought to flod a place in erarf 
t^mWy.—Now York Ohk'idian AdcoeaU and JounZl 
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A very ingenious use of Iho allegon-, to illustrate the defvjrniily ami evU of Stan 
fmmd Envj. "^llie excellent lesson is more iuipressivcly stl' farJi by this plo- 
CaretKiuc representation tiian by any diilactic essay, an<i is much more attractive to 
the nadtr. Tlic rauhor evjiice-s great sliill in the manuuonient of the story, and 
«teady pursuit of a hijjh moral aim. — Neto York EcaiujUu^L 

An allegory well worth reading. Its object is to illustrate, in all its c cfonnitj, 
JSIandei^—^iUo, of thi* worst and eomnu>m>at of th«'s<K:i.'d v'locs. It i^ written some- 
what in the good old Bunyan stylo— graphic, poetic, convincing. It will put all 
malicious gc.^1in8 to their purgation!*, who can be in<luce<i to read it; and if a por- 
tion of tbo funds of the Americxm Tract, Bible, and Missionary Societies were ex- 
pended in a cheap edition of a million copies of so practical a book as this, the 
money would be put to good account — N&u> York Mirror. 

An allegory, designed to illustrate the danger of ottering or listening to insinao 
aUons and scandalous detraction. We are glad to seo the hideous deformity of 
this vice so faithfully exhibited. It requires only to t)e seen in its true colors, to 
racdte that detestation which will render its exercise dis^aceAil, and cause it to be 
bToided. — j^mo York Journal of Ckmtnierce. 

** BAULifPBB." — Hero is an insinuating title for a book ! — Salander ! — ^how it runs 
in the mind, snal^y and salamander>likc, as tliough it were related to some ugly 
monster ! And so it is, while it tells *' A Story of the llartz Prison,** truthful 
enough to be recognized by every one — beautiful enough in grace, and flow, and 
quaintness of namitivo, to fascinate the dullest reader, and yet horrible enough in 
Its characters accessory to the plot to make one shudder that so foul a flcnd should 
ever bo imprisoned in a human heart. " Salandcr, a Story of the llartz Prison," 
might have been written by that roaster aliegorist, John Bunyan, to his credit; 
bu^ for the credit of our time, it is written by Frederick W. Shelton. 

It explains fUlly how Don OflQcioeo imposed, in the name — a forgery— of the 
Lord Conscienza, upon Goodman, keeper of llartz Prison, by representing that 
this Salander — no other than the green monster. Slander — was sent by Conscienza 
(conscience) for incarceration in llartz (the heart's) Prison ; also how Salander 
vexed Goodman, until his wife Prylnt (pry into it) got into the secret, when off she 
goes to Bad-Neighborhood, and oonJideyMy tells Airs. Blab and a host of scandal- 
mongers that her husband has brouffht home a moneUr I This is noised speedilr 
about, laying Goodman and his house under suspicion. To ^et rid of this, he is 
obliged to let Salander out of prison, and thus be quit of the miputaUon of father- 
ing him. 

Salander goes forth, cultivates the acquaintance of one Duke d'Envy, and a war 
is declared upon Goo<lnaim, a person heretofore in the confidence of fUl who knew 
him. During the battles between Salander and his host of ragamulSns and Oood- 
naitn— who .stoutly defended himself— the Fairweather Guard and Old Friends of 
the latter for«Mx>k him, but Goodnaim triumphed. — The New Yorker. 

Salakuer and tur Dragon. — Be not startled by this head>line. It is only the 
title of a book, and that an allegory, by the Eev. Mr. Shelton, of Huntingdon, L.I., 
a clergyman of the Kpiscopal Church. 

Salandcr is u uionsier, bom of Envy, and his name, without cover, is Slander. 
Hideous and hateful, his own father is not willing to keep him, but commits him 
to the custinly of nuotlier railed Goodman, the jailor of the HarLz Prison. The 
9trugglc of Salander to get <»ul, the food that bo is fed on while in this prison of 
the jleiirt, the command of Lord Conscienza, that he shall be kept confined, and 
no one shall know of his existence ; how the jailor finally telU his wife that ho has 
this monster, an<l she insists on seeing him, and promises never to mention his 
existence to any one, and keeps her promise for a whole weok or so, and then 
hints it to Mrs. Snapil, and she to Mrs. Taltleby, and she to Mrs. Blab, and she to 
Mrs. Watovit, and so on till all the neighbors came to see the monster, and how 
he was finally let loose; — all this, and more, is painted with exceeding skill, Sa- 
lander, once at libertj*, goes ft)rth to work mischief. He plots the ruin of the castle 
Oudnaim, and rol)s Stella, the wife of the baron, of a priceless jewel which she 
wore, more precious than any gem which ever anoraed the csiskelof an empress; 
and when she was robbed, she pined away and died, and a pure niul bouuliftil 
diaft was erected to hor memory by her faithful husband, with this inscription— 
*Bbe healed the he«rts of the sorrowftil white living, and broke them whea abe 
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died." And by-and-by the castle is Borronnded by a host of enemies, Malioe, and 
Backbite, and others, led on by Salander ; and at last ibe baron is slain, and Ond> 
oaim razed to the ground. The Jailor who let 8alander oat of prteon, is arrested 
by Goodcienza, whom he contriv^ to put to sleep for a while ; but at length being 
roosed, the Lord smites the Jailor, who oonfeeees nis gnilt, and tries to make some 
•mends fur what he has done. He goes to the ruins of castle Gudnaim, but he 
can not And Btella*8 Jewel which BaTander stole away ; nor can he rear again the 
rabu of the castle; but he asks where are the baron and his beautiAil wife? he 
will humble himself to them ; and he is led into the graveyard, and Is told, they 
are here I Gonscienza seizes him, and gives him into the hands of a dark flend 
named RemorMy who scourges him to the verv verge of life, when he is told to go 
to Ck>d for pardon ; and by repentance he seeks and finds peaoe. This is a scan! 
and unfhir outline of the allegory, which may be read and ^e4^ead with profit 

It is a sermon that ought to be preached everywhere. It has a great truth in it 
Who does not know it ? Happy is he who has not fdt the bitterness of the mie- 
ehief which this infernal imp is working in the world. And if Mr. Shelton had 
done nothing else than to write this book, he woold have lived to good pnrposeu 
We think the story will be read when he eeaaea to be beanL— >/ 
Yortc ObM T ver , 
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opnrioNS OF thr pxraa 

This work may very properly bo considered a companion to the "Saonid 
Mimatain»y^ by the same author. Its object is to illustrate and " render more life- 
like" the Sacred Writings. It is not the author's design to supersede the Bible : 
but his wish is to excite a solicitude to obtain, and to become intunately acqnaintea 
and perfectly familiar with its history, doctrines, and laws ; to know its truth, to im> 
bibe Its spirit, feel its power, and pnrtalce of its salvation ; in a word, to prize, in some 
measure, as it deserves, this treasure, which is indeed beyond price. We predial 
for it a circulation fur beyond any of the author's former works. — ThelfmM, 

This work will add greatiy to the reputation of the author. In literary merit, 
it more than equals his " Sacred Mountains.*' Mr. Ileadley exeels in his glowing 
^1e and vivid deecriptions. His worlcs are a rich treasury of all the sobliml^ 
of thought, moving tenderness of passion, and vigorous strength of expression, 
which are to be fonnd in aU languages by which mortals decuure their mlndt.— 
Da/OyOMx!, 
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RAMBLES AND SKETCHES. 

BY KEY. J. T. HEADLEY. 
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opcnoMS or Tm fbos. 

We hare not for a lon^ time sat down to a book with more pleasing anticlpa- 
lloiu, or found thdbe anttdpalions mure fully realized, than in tlio perusal of the 
work before us — and we know it will be hailed with gratification by the many ad- 
mirers of the talented author. Hb " Napoleon and his Marshals" was, perhaps, 
■a popular, and found at least as many enthusiastic readers as any book that cua 
be mentioned. We think his ^ Rambles and Sketches" are destined to be aa popu- 
lar at least as anv of his previously published works. There is not a dull chap- 
ter in the work, filled as It is with *' an infinite variety." The author has ample 
room and rerge enoueh for the employment of his fine talents to great advantage 
•-«nd most successAifiy has he aceomplished tlie task. The biographical sketch 
of the author is interesting and ** well considered," and adds much to the value 
of the book, which is got up in a very neat and attractive style by the publisher. — 
Portland TrctnacripU 

Mr. Headle^ is one of the most promising writers of this country, and we have 
kere one of his best books— one on which he can safely rest his fame. It possenes 
the unfiitiguing charms of perfect simplicity and truth. There is a graeeml (Irank- 
neas pervading the composition, which engages the interest of the reuler in the 
anther aa weD as in the subject His rambles about Rome, Paris, and London, 
exhibit a thousand lively traits of an ingenious nature, upon which a man of taste 
will delight to linger. We predict for tlus a sale equal to that of any of the author*a 
works.— i^Mtf YorkNviM, 
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The collection to one of which no author need be ashamed. It eoniista, Indeed, 
••fiome of Mr. Hcadley'B mott brilliant and highly-flnished oompo«itionft--of thoae 
fpecimens of hb abilities by which he may be fndged with the greater safety to 
Us fiune ss a word-painter and thinker.— A<no Yori THbuM. 
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BT PBOFESSOS OAUSSEN, OF GENEVA. 

(Translated by Ber. E. N. Knx). 

A NEW AND EKLAROBD EDITIOHT. 
1 ToL 12mo. 410 pages, • • • • • • -flOO 

We wish to make a very distinct and earnest reeommendatioii to cm derieal 
ftiends, to teachers in Sabbath-schools, and others engnged in (he work of hi« 
struction, of a volume entitled, " Tiibopkkubtt, or the Plenary Inspiration qf 
ihs Holy Scriptures^ The work is by Professor Ganssen, of Genera, Bwitiep- 
land, and the translation by the Rev. E. N. Kirk. It to published by John 8. 
Taylor, New York. As an atUttctive, interesting, powerful!, and satisfactory ap> 
gnment on the plenary inspiration of the Bible, we regard it as nnsnrpassed by 
any work in our knowledge designed for popular reading. It to stiripped or 
dogmatic terminology, and Is ftill of faith, ana love, and beanty. Our iaith In 
God and in Ilto Holy Word has been refreshed and strengthened by the pemaal 
of thto work. 
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Ms. J. 8. Tjxlox: 

It aflbrds me pleaave to lean that roa are abont to re-pabUah the HtUe work 
called ^ Thb Lilt or thb Yallbt.** Since the time it waa presented to vaj dBogb- 
ter, by the Bev. Dr. Matheaon, of England, it has been a gnaat (krorite In my 
flimily. It haa been read with intense interest by many who hare from time to 
time obtained the loan of it Indeed it haa but seldom been at home since its Ural 
pemsaL I donbt not bat all who haye read it, will be glad of the opportanity off 
possessing a copy. 

The story is not only natnraL bat Instmetire, and well ealealated to impieas opoa 
the mind important moral ana religions lessons. Some portions of the narrraro 
are of the moat tonchinff and thrilling character. There is a charming simnlidty 
pervading flie work. Ifeel a strong oonfldence that yon will find an ample sale 
K>r the book. It wUl find its wv into many fiunilica, and be fband in the libfarka 
of the Sabbath adiooL Whuam Pasioh. 

onHion or ihb vsbm. 

A Tery foterestfng Utfto work of 128 pagea. It is a almple, thovgh beantiftiL 
narratlYe of a yoong female, some portions of whieh are of me moat pathetlo ana 
affeethu; character— partioalarly derigned for the ediUcation and instnictiaB of 
yoang fomalea. and a most excellent work to introdaoe into Sabbath aehoolBL Ilr 
tendener is to kindle the flame of piety in the yoothftal bosom, to Inatrnct the hd- 
derstanding, and to warm and Improre the heart. Its intrtnaic, thoogh moalBn 
totioua, mwlts, ihonld ftmdah it wifli a weteome Into every flunily. -Zadfas* Jfen» 
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Thb Is a neat and very interesting lillle volume. The narr.ithv throughout will 
be read with pleasure, and some portions of it with Uirilling interest. The story 
is natural, and told in very neat laugu:i|;c, and with udinir'ubic simplicity. It is 
not only calculated lo please and interest tne raind of the reader, but also to make 
moral and religious impressions upon the heart Wc are well a&sured, if its merits 
were generally known, that it would find its way into many families and Sabbath 
■chool libraries, as it is particularly adapted to please and cngaj^e the attention of 
Juvenile readers. — Jtfethodisi Proteatant^ Battunore. 

This is a re-publication of a small narrative volume published in England. The 
narrative is written with beautiful aimplioity, possesses a touching interest, and is 
calculated to leave a salutary impression. It is well fitted for a present by pairents 
or friends to children, and is worthy of a place in Sabbath school libraries. — Ohri^ 
Uan IrUeUigenoer. 
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{Translated from the Oerman of Zehokke,) 

1 Tol. 18mo. Qolh, $0 31 

Journal or a Poox Vicar. — Sncb is the title of a little work translated from 
the German of Zschokke, and published by John S. Taylor, 143 Nassau street 
This Journal is said to have been the foundation of Goldsmith's Vicar of Wake- 
field, and certainly it is worthy of germing that celebrated work. The author of 
"The JoumxU of a Poor Vicar.** is well known as one of the most affecting of that 
class of German writers, who know so well how to halo humble life with the iris 
of tender and holy sentiment, and this little work is, perhaps, his most sucoessAil 
eflbrt Nothing can be more beftutiA.il, touching, and purifying than the character 
he has drawn of the Poor Vicar and his two daughters. Wc defy any one, wiUi 
a spark of sentiment, to peruse this Journal without shedding tears. It is a wand 
that exercises the feelings and emotions of the heart with Irresistible potency. We 
have read nothing— not even the Vicar of Wakefield — to equal it The translate 
has happily presented the spirit of the original. The volume is neatly published, 
and whoever fails to reads it, fails of a great and long to be remembered enjoy- 
ment 
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It to be one of the most beaatiftil spcclmena of art erer published, and a 
Ukeneas of WASHINGTON. 

Tho size of the plate is eighteen hj twenty-eight inches, which will make a 
handsome picture for the parlor, and should be in tho hands of ererj Amerioaa 
(dtlzcn. 

It is a correct copy ttom Stuart's celebrated original Painting, now at the State 
Uouse, ITariford, Conn. 

It is flnely engraved, and printed on superior plate paper. That it may be 
within \hv means of all, the Publisher has reduced the price to ONE DOLLAB. 

^^ All persons remitting tlio amount may rely upon reoeiTing a perfoot 
oopy by return of mail, to any part of the United States (eareftilly put ap on 
rollers made for tho purpose), //'m qf potAagt. 
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" At the preMDt period, there are but two great powen in the world, 
the one repreeenting the peat, with ita ettendeot harden of ignoranee, 
srimes, and miseries, called Catholieunit or RomanUm ; the other 
intending for the present, and foreshadowing the fntore, known as 
Bepnblioanism, or Liberty, or Protestantism. All other powers^ either 
dril or religions, are bat seoondary constellations, moring in rarioas 
)rbits aronnd these two principles, according to the amoant of Liberty 
or Despotism they contain, 

** The past Roman Catholicism conce a ling her fondling, Despotiim, 
onder the cloak of religion : — the present Repablioanism — insoribiog 
on iti broad flag, Liberty, and the regeneration of mankind." 
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FVam the Nno'York EvaiigtUst, 

Oablotina and thb Jesuits. ~A powerfdlly wrought tale, 
fonnded upon and weavlDg into its narratiTe^ the scenes of the 
rerolntion in Rome in 1848, under the title of CarlaHna and the 
SanfedesU, or a Night vrith the Jesuits of Rome. The principal in- 
terest centers in the heroine Carlotina ; bat the other characters 
are but thin disguises of the prominent actors in that scene. ~ 
Using the vices, arts and terrible power of Popery as the mate- 
rial, the fervid imagination of the author has produced a story 
of exciting and absorbing interest ; while the political and reli- 
gious sentiments it inculcates, are such as Americans cannot help 
approTing. The reader gets, among the deepest impressiou of 
the book, a profound sense of the evils and terrors of Jesuitism, 
tad is carried flir towards the adoptton of Father ChmuHd^ prin- 
eiple, destruction to Popery. 



2 OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

FVom the CkrisUan Parlor Magazinie. 

A book In soch an attract i fo fima, lo true to natore, will be 
inqnired for, pnrehased and read. The whole tendency Is ao hap- 
py, the moral and religions tone Is so unexceptionable, that we 
earnestly hope it will gain a wider drcolation than eren Uncle 
Tom's Cabin, that now goes rapidly even In foreign langnages. 

Let erery one who can obtain this work read it, If for nothing 
else than to thank God for our secnrity against so dreadAil a 
snare, and the good fortune of llTlng in a land where cItII and 
religious libery are ei\|oyod unmolested. May the author of this 
Tolume be q^ared to produce another as interesting and as pro- 
fitable. 






FVam the TyiAume.-^DdroU. 

It portrays, itri^y and ^mthfUly, the reoem sbi^g^ of the 
Republicans of Rome, agahist the damning corruption, lust and 
wickedness of the Jesuitical Priesthood of the Church and Pope 
of Rome, in its eflbrts to perpetuate Ignorance and deqpotkm. 
We heartily wish this little book in eyery flunily, and especially 
In the hands of OTory American dtlsen, whether Adopted or 
NatlTO, Catholic or Protestant; for It matters not in what nation 
or cree4 an American citisen may have been bom and educated, 
h^ owes to the American GoTemmoit the duty to read, ^o^mlne, 
and study well the principles upon wl^ich that GoTer|uneni is 
ftmnded and mmi he perpetuaied^ht Oiwes It to himself to ttM 
fir Amss^-— to scan, compare, and contrast well, m kit mm mmd^ 
the teachings of any and oTery persop irho would ^fy^^iyfft Um 
In his ao^lops as an Jjwmcait F reem a m , 



Pnm M> ChridUm akfomde-^PkOadeipkU. 

In this bockOathQiielsminltatnie,iiatwe,,ana^ila|g^ 
flnanyercMUnlkm and Uberty is sketebadiin.tfoiiing w44nillh 
ftd teni.hj a pen higMy^kllftdiaiid ^leqpwrt. Jte mUktm 



chargcm the mlseiias pf the p^ Iq Paiptl ooantrief iip«n tUii F<9;y 
apostate rel%i<m, mid xqpreieiits ereiy where, #Dd at all tuae^ ^ 
la anttf onUm with republipanism. His strong positions fop ngt 
ovenntni^ht, but ItiUj sostained b^ the fkcts in th(d case. Wfi 
ace trul^ j^lad ^hat one so weU ^oalifled kMs entered on this task. 
The book will do much to open the eyes of the public on tlM> 
.character of Catholicism^ and to i^epaie for its soooessfVl rasist- 
aaoe as encroachments are continually made. 



JFVmi the CkrisUan Oherver—PkOaddpkia. 

Tim woof of ibif iatoresttiig storj is oenposedof tnvo gcsi* 
Meas, which lolaim the Attentian of theologians, patriots, aid 
jtateflMsn overywheve : let. CatbolMsm la .«rery 4soiulry whanp 
H ooalDolsibe popular nWi i> 4b open aotagcnism with the ppo- 
greas of ciTilization. It is the foster-mother «f ignoraoce, 'dime, 
misery, and despotism. 2d. Its direct antagonist power is Re> 
publicanism, inscribing on its broad, open flag the liberation of 
mankind. 



^^w*ww 



JV9M the ^Drwmpet^Bodon, 

QlttioU^im jii op jJie incrfiise ; it e^erdses a great hiftnonoe 
0a the dei^Uiiie^ of the world. All $he countries of Enrope an^ 
jQiore or leps.sioyr.ec^ or acted upon, }>jit Where Gatholidfii^ 
Js pii,rai»iopnt, cirilMion is at ji low .ebb, as in Me;^ijpo, Sp^U^ 
A9erki»,.-0i»in- Jleliglpus ^libenliy dccr^ase^ under €athoUcisQt 
T]bat jqpedes pf ijsUgipn is donble^flifi^i it aocommod*tcis jyt^lf 
jkp 4j9ipp|j^9 pr i^epvblifianXsQi to gain its ends, while all ^e tm9 
it is striking at the liberties of mankind. To «hpw these e^prct- 
sire fkcts is the object of the story before us. The Italian pea- 
santry ; the Signora a Jesuistic agent of priesthood ; the greedy 
host wayering ^ tw e q n jhob!^ and Mbesty, |)ut SfUfXij yielding to 
the latter; the unflinching patriotism of Adrian, dying for his 
fsUow-oompaidoDi in democracy ; the precocious genius of the 
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IteUan boj, Jeronimo, whose der ote d n ei to tteedua, and ntpa^ 
nanee to CaUioUdsm foreehadows inThridllglii, the apMiof eoniDC 
generatioiui ; the hmooenoe, 1ot6, and reoantation of Oaiiotina, the 
talent, ambition, and paarions of Father Frandsoo^ a pffest^ whoee 
eminent fkcnities, forced into a wrong channel hj the e omp i e Mlu g 
hand of the Church, were rioting in yicei, instead of p r p gre e al ng 
in Tirtaee;— all these characters, moTing In the drde traced 
roond them by the principles they professed, are painted in keep- 
ing with the strictest law of the logic of the hnman mind, and 
also in accordance with time, locality, and the teachings of his- 
tory, the records of the Roman Chnrch, and the late erents of 
the Italian BoTolntion. Let ns hate a repnbHcsn Mtaratiire. — 
Let ns have books which will impress npoo the hearts of the peo- 
ple a loTe of the institations of oar oonntry, espeoiallly out Free 
Sehools; and awake them to the dai^^ers with which Gatholo- 
dsm surrounds th« 



JPyom the lAierarf WMd. 

It is Jnst in the Tein and temper to piqne cnrloaify, and set hi 
motion all the elements which belong to the two great worlds of 
Protestant and (Roman) Catholic readers. The plot is sufficient- 
ly inTolred to keep ns in a mase, the incidents erowd en wifli ao- 
tiTity and despatch, and altogether the work is done np fai a 
style so Tirid and proTOcatiTei^f attention, that all tbtom who 
make it a pastime or a business to read, win regard *' Oailoilna'' 
as a windfUl of the iirst qnallty. There is a certain ibieign lla- 
Tor in the style which, while it is well salted to the solject^ ar- 
rests attention pretty much as a smadc of the brogue or dialeot 
does in llTing speech. 



F^vmikt Waitm CkriaiUm 

The author of the work^Mr. Edmund Farreno— inftinni in 
that he was led to the writing of it by a oonTletioa of the sUsBti 
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yet greatly-incrMfliiii^ power of JetnitiKn thronghont the world 
at the preeent time. He has Aurniahed the imblic witL « Tolvme 
of unflagging interest, and none can get up ftom its perusal with- 
out the oonvietion of the deep, dark, and ererlastinglj-hypoeriti- 
eal character of these intrigoers against hnman flreedom and 
liberty. 



FYom (Ae PartUmd 

Oalholiclsm and Despotism ! Protestatism and Liberty I Theee 
aie the themes of this work. It exposes the worldngs of the 
Ohurch of Borne, and espedaDy of the Jesuits. It compriiMS 
many ftets In regard to the policy of the church, and the con^ 
ti<m of the Boman people. As a tale, although the author pro- 
fesses to hate drawn his characters ttam nature, we think th^y 
sometimes orerstep the limits; the plot Is iuTolTed, the inddenti 
numerous and exciting, and the whole work is one that will at- 
tract much attention. Geo. Lord, Exchange St has it for sale. 



fYom the flb«M«n» CkridUm Adifoeaie. 

It Is designed to exhibit Popery in Its moral and political enor- 
mities, as the enemy of all righteousness, and a Tcrltable chUd of 
thederll. The scene Is In Pontitlcal Rome ; the time, the refo- 
Intionaiy outbreak of 1848 ; and the characters, priests and wo- 
men, republicans and aristocrats, and a general grouping of the 
corrupt masses that seem to settle down in the ironically called 
holy dty, as the grand reserroir of all the -rlllafaious compounds 
of creation supplied by sewers fVom the corrupt sources of all 
dTilized and heathen Umds. It seems impossible to transcend 
the limits of truth in depicting the monstrosities of Popery. Im- 
probable as some of the scenes appear, the fltthomless abyss of 
Popish deceiyableness of unrighteousness will yet yindioate tMr 
correctness, and Justify the sad memorials of the man of rin. 



i^ OPINIONS OF THB PBMMU. 

Ata li« book uliloliwffltw raid. ThosoeMof tte 
Hm wIMh it nMittte, is ftone and MiMlgttMriMed; IhbUm 
4Mi«fravotlBtloB,ivliick«Aued1hePopotoflM. AefhmMfliCI 
mmn % Morat mcMj of JoBoiti, ite plotted oreiy o ooo e hrt i te 
mothod bat honest and upright ones to repten the spirit of liber- 
tj and defeat ell eflforts to seowwit. They eren phumed and at- 
tempted to execnte a St Bartholomew tragedy. Gariotlna Is a 
lofely girl, whom a ftmale Jesnit was employed to draw from 
|)flr]»Ter«Ulh0 plans jM4«ec»i^ efth^pttrioti^^fiin^^^ 
of her own honor-ia sacrtfloe irhicli, happQy.^^M Wf^m^-m- 
mrfmd to malce : hftv THiSTfthtnttfai***^ «iii»<i irj^u^A.^^^ o%m maam. 

pentpof berlofer,aDd«hehamlf bosapeikPB9t(9Ptti^ Mmm 
f^ nMH^ AflbotliV deirelopments/of the MqDJD^ffmk mt^mttkm, 

Jhn dfWitiffriliinff Jnd iradoal .lesatti. irhlsh. .iatti WMfetacift 
hKfaHtaahon^ 

JFVmi ike EvetUi^ ^^'^^"'^'^ — ^^'^ York. 

OABLOTINA, OB THE SANFEDESTI. 

Snch is the title of a work written by Edmmid Fanene, a 
ib— dh erttenpsr fai;<UsiSMr« Md iisnsd fcom ths fimm^ Mm 
aOBflor. 2tiitheMostlkooei«iiandFn«g«t«Bpoae«€JH. 
^dlB JMdl Jesaitism, as tiM enemies of knman *eedem, 4kak tefe 
SPWJi attinetsdonfsHee, We shall 
4te ptot, nor n description «f 4he fjiswitiw liiioOimed- 
iiilhlin io Bubtraot item the Interest of ihoss who 

ssaid tim volame-'^tarther 4ban to say Ite soflBssaie laldiB'lli^ 
4i4thepedMof tiielate revokitiens, nnd that jtfao Jssiili, who 
flgvn o y eiy wh era pforahwfly, aiw •envloted of p r o d n s i^ 
lhfoi]|^lbefa> teUgkMM, poUtieal, andnftan aipiiiisHsmi, Iho 
MMHon wUoh, hoglmdag wMh tiwfllMngttng of 4he 
pi^ Ma ^ iknnee, ended In the snhserrion^ 
g^?e Ihn mMHB soNferaignlsyfa 



,|fQgjU4^.ftii4 A,9f!|^n!» dijdomfcy are exhibit as lal^^^ .^th 
^ .J<^liji^ l^pod to overthrow liberty and the peop]|^. The oii- 
g^, jq^d, ;pd cJ^rfMtc^ of the Jesaits, suttained by ooploiv ex- 
tracts from their own records are traced in all their blood-thirsti- 

'*" ' ^o .1*..* 

ness and infamy. The priest-Jesnit and the woman-Jesait— the 
latter, Sif:nora £faiyina, a polished she-deTil— are foidblj Hmned, 
also the confiding giiil-Chorister Carlotina, who/tanght to royer- 
enoe the church above her oonadence, is bes^ by the fvieit to 
worm fttna her lov«r, a repvblican soldier atAome, the focm^ 
of the republicans, even at the sacrifice of her virtne, |siQ>lQ9» 
didly drawn. 

Oiceroacchia. (Bmnettt,) the great IHend of the r^pnt^licims j 
the noble boy Geronimo, who oonnter-plots against the it^o^^f^ 
vSct Savina, and the soldier lover of Gariotina, are x«re picti|i«i|i. 
and said to be taken — as we may believe — with the geoei^iinfll- 
dents of the book, from life and fkct The volume abounds with 
descriptive beauties, and .is vigorpusly cifcitt^ .throughout It 
Adpwi ithat j^b^^rty Im no enemy so .da^i^ero^ as the Jesuits of 
)tbe Jftenvui.Catholic <)hareh. The vo^un^e |t|>pears at a time best 
^cu]ate4 A^r i^,^ jVtnl^o 1^ effective blow at the subtle enemy 
ffff our Ifpli^^tiQns, at work eyerywbere around and among us. 
;It ^nnqfi^efi .v^^th ,the elqquent writings of Oavazzi That it 
,friU be w;i<l|dy v^^ught apd read, ws believe, fbr it to as candid 
fix4 vi^pl^,m 4t ^ iOf^n^jt and pungent 



fVom ^ Daily THmes-^CinammiaL 

gSiis work to pile ^ the best that l^w ifpnied.fhim the pr^ of 
ilhe United atateiL It is w^U rcma,rked> .th»t CK^oM^.f^f^ 1^ 
publicanism are now the two great antagouistic powers of t^ 
earth. All other powers, either civil or religious, are but seopn- 
.daiy, moving as satelites around these two .great c^tres. Ca- 
ifthplicism, representing the past, with ito ignorance, crimes and 
.mtoeriea; Republicantom, contending for the jpr^sent^andfoi^ 
riiadowing tbeAitqiie, and having inscribed on i^ ly)i|BQr, Lfte^ 



8 OPimONS OF THE PRE8V. 

tjf EqnAUty, and Fraternity. This work is deeply intorost&ig^ 
and is trmlhAil in its delineations of obaracteri scenes and erents; 
Bead it, and learn to discover the secret schemes and open a»> 
BKolts of the agents otI>eq>otismi 



Jfhfm the NatunuU fkmocrat — Ntm York 

If bold writitag, T%oroQ8 deseriptions, an exciting plot, and 
flridly drawn diaracters will command attention, it will do it 
The book has many flueinatiens of plot and description^ Tha 
sketches of character persuade ns that the writer is an acnie ob- 
■eryer, a genial thinker, and a man of much homor as weU as 
sentiment The characters are drawn with a masterly hand, 
and the dialogue' ii^ general is managed wUhgood eflbct and dnir 
matie power. 



WYom the FwiUm and Ntcoritr-^B^dtm^ 

This work regards Catholicism and Republicanism as the twf> 
great powers now existing in the world ; and of course it connects 
the fteedom and happmesa oftbe wodd with ttie dbwnfUI of tike 
one, and tho triumph of the other. The diaracters are for the 
most part admirably sustained ; and the fessoos inculcated are so 
fal|)abre, that no one can mistake them. It is a work of no fin- 
eonsiderable talent, and cannot fkO to make itself ftlt In the mosl 
important controversy of the age. 



fVim the New T&rk SUtr^ 

This work U written to iHtistrate the pe r j rer fti l anlagoBlsm of 
Oatbolicism to Republicanism, is well written, and in the deline»- 
Hon of character, nature has been scrupirlousfy per tmye d. Sadi 
character ik compete in itself^ and are coincident with tlM his- 
tory of the Roman Church, and the late events of the Italian 
iBTolution. The book should be in every library, iUustratfiq? a» 
ft does the struggfe now waging between the two great ralli^ 
powers of the earth— fcligioua despotism and liber^^ 



OPINIONS OF THE PRB8S. 9 

J!\wtiike Atlas—New York, 

The eoenes to Tividly portrmyed in this book were emoted In 
Rome dniing the kte short and suigviDury straggle for libert j 
•ad ropnblictiiism in that "Etenial Ci^." Id our opiDion II 
gives « very aocarate idea of the state of society, and the condi- 
tion of both the cominon people and the priesthood in that part 
of the world. The author takes the ground that the Catholio 
religion Is the natural enemy of liberty and the destroyer of ro- 
>ablicanisiii, and of coarse his book is written in that spirit. It b 
1 Tery interesting work. 



FVom the Dadf Advertiser — Brooklyn, 

This book Is evidently intended as the embodiment of great 
principles, and is one of those very few works where aome ilction 
is well osed to portray important trnthsi The author very well 
says in his introduction, that at the present period there are roal^ 
but two powers in the world, the one is Popeiy and deQ>otiiim« 
representing the past, with its attendant harden of Ignoranoe, 
crimes, and miseries; the other is Protestantism and liberty, oi?il 
and sacred, contending for the present, and foreshadowing the 
Ititure. Those powers he considers as two grand centrei^ around 
which all other powers revolve, according to the amount of lib- 
erty or despotism which they contain. These remarks, which, 
for substance, are those of the author, give us a " bird's eye 
view " of the book. The scene is laid in Rome in the year 1849, 
during the struggle for liberty which then took place, and which 
describe, in a most graphic manner, the unholy manoeuveriugof the 
Jesuita, male and female, to accomplish their wicked schemes. 
Many of the inctdents are truly startling, all are interesting, and 
eo the whole, it is one of those books which the man who takes 
it iq;> will be unwillhig to hiy down until he has flnished it 



FYom Parker's JowrmuU^New York, 

This is a noble work, and one well calculated to arouse the ai> 
IcmtioD of the community to that great struggle which is beii^ 



fd o^moiB tip rtiE iiitiiH': 

npidly brought to a* cifiid9~tbe Atru^lo, uiinely, between the 
Pfotedtent tendencies of Kberty, end tlie ^ynoinictfl *' My-^Hfte- 
W^-areettrenew " of the Roman CatboMe Chtn^. nb itMMfef 
tiieorioi of ft«edoin, and the real effeetil of Jeettit ittAdeilod iM 
mi forth hn glowtii^ colors. The |>lot is ably coflftnlefbd, ifiS 
tbe inteteet iostiUned to the conchisfon. We wMl ibt Hi. Fir- 
rene the snCoeMi he merits— more his limbitioii does na% oovefc 
CmrldHna fa k book which etery oiie sho«Id reid, and ihd€h n M 
(He duty of ewtf IHend of fireedom to promoie lind dteiOttie. 



lyom tke Highland EagU. 

The attractiTe syle in which this book is written, Its plot, pro- 
i and Coiuninmiation, the characCeri, ttngnage, and nmiier of 
ifict disposition Of the colloquial arguments wlifcli oo^poiiB th<j 
iliaterial part of its history, and the Tariety of yahiaile fiie(s tbat 
refalte io the Roman Catholic religion, whibh are noi to be found 
in ordinary history, renders this work a ilt candidate for pubBe 
f&Tor« No obe can read it without a shudder and a plons Indig- 
ibition at the villainous power of priestcraft 9A exercised in 
down-trodden and cmshed Italy. With a two-edged sword the 
Author EsyS o]|>en the ftutreecent mass of correptlon, and the 
reader cali bfa^otd the skull and bones, the iortores 6^ t^ in- 
^(idtftion, tiie soulless, deitting criiiidnality that iwKi under tW 
ddi^l ahd iorpiicc. 



The ioene of this tale, as iU title implies, is kid in Rome ll 
the year 1847, and Is designed to illustrate the ibeUnga and prte 
^s^es which prompted the Republican moTemcut t h rongbooi 
Italy at that time. The author says that the characters are por- 
trayed from nature. Whether this be the Ihct or not, they are 
drawn with vigor and spirit, and no one can In honesty, what- 
ever he may think of the fidelity of the pictures presented in 
fiAs V<^, 8sby iik 4bmly knd interest; 
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